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7 Gapfeinted! in . of meeting 
1 this year, so that I could hear none of ; 


admirable savings, I shall compensute for this wunt 
by inserting a collection of chem; for which L 
indebted to my worthy friend Mr. Langton, Whose 
Kind communi ms have been separately inter- 

woven in many parts of this work. Very few-artictes 8 
ef this collection were committed to writing by H. | 

sell, he not having that habit; which — 4 and 

which chose who know the numerous opportunities 

ho had of gathering the rich fruits of hu bm, wit 

and: wisdom, must ever regret.” I however found, in 

conversations with Him, that a good: store of Jon. 

voniand was treasfired in his mind; and T eb | 

it to Hereulaneum, or some od Roman field; Wich 
when dug, fally rewards the labout employed. The 7 
authenticity of every article is unquestionable- For "Rv: 
the expression, I, Who wrote then down in bis pre- 55 
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" THE LIFE OF [E&rar. 51. 


« 'Theocritus is not deserving of very high respect 
as a writer; as to the pastoral part, Virgil is very 
evidently superiour. He wrote when there bad been 
a larger influx of knowledge into the world than 
when Theocritus lived. Theocritus does'not abound 
in description, though livigg in a beautiful country: 
the manners painted are coarse and gross. Virgil 
has much more description, more sentiment, more of 
Nature, and more of art. Some of the most excel- 
lent parts of Theocritus are, where Castor and Pollux, 
going with-the other Argonauts, land on the Bebry- 
cian coast, and there fall into a dispute with Amycus, 
the King of that country; which is as well conducted 
as Euripides could have done it; and the battle is 
well related, Afterwards they carry off a woman, 
awhose;two brothers come to recover her, and ex- 
Postulate with Castor and Pollux on their injustice; 
but they pay no regard to the brothers, and a battle 
ensues, where Castor and his brother are triumphant. 


lbcocritus Seins not to have scen that the brothers 


have the adyantage in their argument over his Ar- 
Semen heroes." The Sicilian ba * piece of 
n! Litze HT 0? 94 

£ Callimachus is a co af little Mos lee The 


ae. ag. to beamed from. ble in account of 


Rites and Mythology; which, though desirable 10 
be known, for the sake of understanding other. parts 
of ancient authours, 4 * ang yogi or yaluable 
part of their writings. 

Mattaire s account — the, . is a heavy 
beck. He scems to have been a. puzzle- headed 
man, wich a large share of scholarship, but with little 


geometry or logick in his bead, without method, and 
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4. p. 1980.) Da. JOHNSON. 3 
ſrom time to time, and published a set in his old 
age, which he called Seni; in which be shews 
8 little learning or taste in writing, as to make Cur- 
zeret i dactyl.— In matters of genealogy it is necessary 
to give the bare numes as they are ; but in poetry, 
and in prose of any elegance in the writing, they 
require to have inflection given to them. His book 
of the Dialects is a sad heap of confusion ; the only 
way to write on them is to tabulate them with Notes, 
added at the bottom of the page, and references,” 
It may be questioned, whether there is not some 
mike as to the methods of employing the poor, 
seemingly on a supposition that there is a certain 
portion of work left undone for want of persons to 
do it; but if that is otherwise, and all the materials 
we have are actually worked up; or all the manuſuc- 
tures we can use or dispose of are already executed, 
then what is given to the poor, who are to be set at 
work, must be taken from some who now have it ; 
as time must be taken for learning, according to Sir 
William Petty's observation, a certain part of those 
very materials that, as it is, are properly worked up, 
must be spoiled by the unskilfulness of novices. We 
may apply to well-meaning, but misjudging persons 
in particulars of this nature, what Giannone said to 
a monk, who wanted what he called to convert him: 
Nu sei santo, ma tw non gei filosophn,'—It is an un- 
happy circumstance that one might give away five 
hundred pounds'in a year to thoes that ee in "hi 
the streets, and not do any go 1 | F 
« There is nothing more likely to beter a man 
into absurdity than'condescension y wben he sceims to 
| suppose his understanding too N ben 
pany,” " F 


B 2 


4 "THE LIFE OF (Arar« 14. 


„Having asked Myr. Langton iſ his father and 
mother bad sat for their pictures, which he thought 
x. right for cach generation of a family to do, and 
being told they had appaged it, he Aid, Sic, ,INONS 
the anfractuogties of the human mind, I know not af 
it may not he one, that there i is a ene r=huc- 


tance to sit for a picture,” 


John Gilbert Cooper added; that' 8 3008 ar: the 


' publication of his Dictionary, Garrick being asked 


by Johan what people said of it, told him, that 
among other animadversions, it was objected that 
he cited anthorities which were beneath the dignizy 
of such a work, and mentioned Richardson. Nay, 
(said Johnson,) I have done worse thin that: I W. 
cited thee; David. 

Talking of expence, ho an Sich what 
munificence a great merchant will spend his money, 
both from his having it at command, and from: his 
enlarged views: by calculation of à good effect upon 
the whole. * Whereas (said he) you will hardly ever 
lind a country gentleman who is not a good dea 
disconcerted at an unexpected occasion for bis a. 
obliged to lay out ten pounds. 

* When. in- good humour he would talk of his own 
writings with a wonderful frankness and candour, 
and would even criticise them wit the closcst seve- 
rity. One day, having read over one of his Ramblers, 


Mr. Langton asked bim, how he liked that paper; be 
ok his bead, and answered, too wordy. At 
mother time, when one was reading his tragedy of 


Irene, to d compauy at a hause in the country, 
he left-the room; and somebody having asked bir 
the reason of this, he en Sir, 1 We it had 
been better.” 


3 


40.1786.) * D. FOHNSON. PL 

Talking of a point of delicate scrupulosity of 
moral conduct; he sid to Mr. Langton, Men of 
harder minds than ours will do many things from 
which you and I would shiink 4 yet, Sir, they will, 
perhaps do more goodl in life than we. But let us 
try to help one another. If there be a wrong twist, 
it may be set right. It is not probable: chat co 
people can be wrong the same way.. 

« Of the Prefice to Capel's Shakspeare; he 0 
© If the man would have come to me, I would have 
endeavoured to © endow his purposes with words; 
for as it is, he doth: © gable monstrously.“ LY „ 
He related, that he had once in à dream a cor. 
test of wit with some other person, and that he- Was 
very much mortiſied by n that his oppetietit 
had che better of him. Now, (aid Be, ) one tnay 
mark here the effect of cleep i in weakening the power 
of reflection z for had not wy judgement failed me, 
I should have seen, that the wit of this supposed un- 

tagonist, by whose superiority I felt myself depressed, 
was as much furnished by me, as that ich I ch⁰ε.⁰t 
I had been uttering in my on character. 

One evening in company, an ingenious and 
learned gentleman read to him a letter of compliment 
which he had received from one of the Proſessors of 
x foreign University. Johnson, in an irtitable fit, 19 8 
thinking there was too much ostentationg said, ' 18 
never receive any of these trihutes of applaiige from 

abroad. One instatice/reoollect of a foreign pub 

lication, in wg en is mode of / N A | 
man. e 


2 Secretary-to the Briciah Herring: Piabsty, remarkeble for an 
extraordinary number of oceasienab veries; not of eminent merit. 


* . 9 * 


6 THE LIFE OF [Arart. 716 
Of Sir Joshua Reynolds; he said, Sir, I know 
no man who has passed through = with more . 
servation than Reynolds. ä 
« He. repeated to Mr. EIT with great energy, 
in the Greek, our Sav1oun's gracious expression con- 
cerning the forgiveness of Mary Magdalen, © H wig 
e oerwie ce“ regtven eig nem. Thy faith hath saved 
thee; go in peace.“ He said, Wonen of this 
dismission is exceedingly affecting.” 
H le thus defined: the difference between phyzical 
and moral truth; Physical truth, is, when you tell 
a thing as it actually is. Moral truth, is, when you 
tell a thing sincerely and precisely as it appears to 
you. I ay such a one walked across the street; if 
he really did so, I told a physical truth. If I thought 
so, though I should A1. nee n. a 
moral truth,” | 
« Huggins, the 1 of We 1 Mr: 
Thomas Warton, in the early part of his literary life, 
had a dispute concerning that poet, of whom Mr. 
Warton, in his Observations on Spencer's Fairy 
Queen,“ gave some account, which Huggins at- 
tempted to answer with violence, and said, I will 
militate no longer against his nescence.” Huggins 
was master of the subject, but wanted expression. 
Mr. Warton's knowledge of it was then imperfect, 
but his manner lively and elegant. Johnson said, 
It appears to me, that Huggins has ball without 
powder, and Warton powder without ball.“ 
« Talking of the Farce of High Life below 
Stairs, he said, Here is a Farce, which is really 
very diverting when you see it acted ; and yet one 


Luke vii. 50. eee 


av; 1780.) DA. JOHNSON. | + 
may read it, Per know that one has been read. 
ing any thing at all.. 


“He used at one time to — to the 
green-room of Drury-lane Theatre, Where be Was 
much regarded by the players, and was very easy and- 
facetious with them. He had à very high opinion 
of Mrs. Clive's comick powers, and conversed more 
with her than with any of them. He said, Clive, 
Sir, is a good thing to sit by; she always under- 
stands what you say.“ And she said of him, © I love 
to sit by Dr. Johnson; he always entertains me.” 
One night, when © The Recruiting Officer was 

_ acted,” he said to Mr. Holland, who had been ex- 
pressing an apprehension that Dr. Johnson would 
disdain the works of Farquhar ; No, Sir, I thin 
Farquhar a man whose gas. have ane, 
merit.“ 

* His Ty) Garrick was 80 busy in conducting 
the drama, that they could not have so much in- 
tercourse as Mr, Garrick used to profess an anxious 
wish that there should be. There might, indeed, be 
something in the contemptuous severity as to the 
merit of acting, which his old preceptor nourished 
in himself, that would mortify Garrick after the great 
applause which be received from the audience. | For 
though Johnson said of him, Sir, a man who has 

a nation to admire him every nicht, may well be 

expected to be somewhat elated; yet he would treat 
theatrical matters with a ludicrous slight. He men- 
tioned one evening, I met David coming off the: 
stage, drest in a woman's riding-hood, when he acted 
in The Wonder; I came full _ _ aud . ys I 
lieve he was not PR” _ | [* 


„. 


8. THE LIFE, OFT [Arar. 31, 
» "of «.Onee he asked Tom Davies, "TOR Saw drest. 
in a fine suit of clothes, And what art thou to- 
night? Tom answered, The Thane, of Ross; 
(which it will be recollected is a very eee 


- gharacter.)- 0 brave l Said Johnson.“ 


Of Mr; Longley, at Rochester, a ro gb 
very considerable learning, whom Dr, Johnson met 
was surprised to ſind in him such a nice acquaint- 
ance with the metre in the learned languages; though. 
F.was somewhat mortified that L had it not so much 
to myself, as L should have thought.. 

Talking of the minuteness with which people. 


will record the sayings of eminent persons, a story 


was told, that when. Pope was on a visit to Spence 
at Oxford; as they looked from. the window they saw 
a Gentleman Commoner, who was just come in from 
riding, amusing himself with whipping at a post. Pope 


took occasion to say, That young gentleman seems 
to have little to do Mr. Beauclerk observed, 


Then, to be sure, Spence turned round and wrote 
that down; and went on to say to Dr. Johmson, 
Pope, Sir, would have saitl the same of you, if he 
had seen you. distilling“ Jonxsow. Sir, if. Pgpe- 
had told me of my distilling, I would Hare tne hin 
of bis grotto,” - T0 

He would allow no Settled) ods idle-. 
ness upon principle, and always repelled every at- 
tempt to urge excuses for it. A friend; one day 
suggested, that it was not wholesome to study soon 
alter dinner. Jonxsox. Ah, Sir, don't give way 
to such a fancy. At one time of my life I had taken 
it into my head that it was not we to We. 


| between breakfast and dinner,” 


3 


1 


bine! Da, JOHNS ON. * 4 
* Mr. neee Dr. Johugog, 
Pope's ies urg i r Bod gu 9 18 
let ot Pe Ehe vil, er 99 vo 
Ten metropolitansFi in preaching well; g e 


167 


| Then asked the Doctor, Why did * Oy this? 


Jouxsox. Sir, he hoped, it would vex, Somebody. 
„Dr. Goldsmith, upon occasion of Mrs. 3 

voss bringing out a play, said to Dr. Johnson at tha 

CL.ys, that a person. had advised him to ge and-hiss. 


deep an End pjtackel, neee ade e 


_ +, One night at the Gene e ne 


called Sbakspeare Illustrated. JouxNsõ,α And 
ad not you tell him, dat be was a med: Gol 


sMirn. * No, Sir, I did not. Perhaps he might nog 
mean what he said. Jonxsox. © Nay, Sir, if he 


lied, it is different thing.” . . Colman-slily. saidg (but 


it. is believed Dr. Johnson did not bear hin,) * Then _ 


Wepper eben nee r n em 


don't lie, you'rea rascal.” - 377 mi tolls oma 
His affection or Toghau ee great, 


that when Beauelerk was labouring under that severt 
illness which at last occagioned his death, Johnsom 
said, (with a voice faultering with emotion) -= Sir, I 
would walk to the extent of n mne the earth 
to save Beauclek . 10 


tiog of an Epitaph which Lord Elibank had wrtten 
in Eogſish, for his Lady, and requested of Johnson tw 


turu into Latin for him Having read Deming de 


North et Gray, he said to Dyer,* Tou sec, Sir, what 
barbarisms we. are; compelled to make use of, When 


e ene by er nen 


"7 


4 pe Vat pared, 0 3 1; r 2 
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89 HE LIFE Of” [Aran 51. 
Latin inscriptions. When he had read it once aloud, 


and there bad been a general approbation expressed 
by the ae addressed himself to Mr. Dyer 


in particular, and said, Sir, 1, beg. to. he your 


Judgment, for I know your nicety. Dyer then very 


properly desired to read it over again; which da 


done, he pointed out an incongruity in one of the 
sentences. Johnson immediately assented to the 


observation, and said, Sir, this is owing to an alter- 


ation of a part of the sentence, from the ſorm in 


which I had first written it; and 1 believe, Sir, you 


may have remarked, that the making a partial change, 


without a due regard to the general structure of the 
gentence, dar +4; þ eee cause r in com- 


: 5 de 


Johnson was well ne with Mr: Doxie, 
e treatise on Agriculture; and said of 


Him), Sir, of the objects which” the Society of Arts 


have chiefly in view, the chymical effects of bodies 
operating upon other bodies, he knows more than 

almost any man.” Johnson, in order to give Mr. 
Dossie his vote to be a member of this Society, paid 
up an arrear which had run on for two years. On 
this occasion he mentioned a circumstance, as cha- 


' racteristick of the Scotch. One of that nation, (Cad 


be,) who had been a candidate, against whom 1 bad 


voted, came up to me with a civil salutation. © Now, 


Sir, this is their way. An Englishman would have 
stomached it, and been sulky, and never have taken 
further notice of you; but a Scotchman, Sir, though 
you vote nineteen times against him, will accost you 
with equal complaisance aſter each un and the 
twentieth time, Sir, he will get your vote. 
Talking on e of toleration, one day 


a. 0.1136] Dr. JOHNSON. „ 


when some friends were with him in his study, he 
made his usual remark, that the State has a right to 
regulate the religion of the people, who are the chi- 
dren of the State. A clergyman having readily ac- 
quiesced in this, Johnson, who loved discussion, ob 
served, But, Sir, you must go round to other States 
than our own, You do not know what a Bramin has 
to say for himselſ. In short, Sir, I have got no fur- 
ther than this: Every man has a right to utter hut 
he thinks truth, and every other man has a right to 
knock him down for it. Martyrdom is the test“? 

A man, he observed, should begin to write soon : 
for, if he waits till his judgement is matured; his ina- 


bility, through want of practice to express his con- 


ceptions, will make the disproportion so great between 


what he sees, and what he can attain, that he will 
probably be discouraged from writing at all. As a 


proof of the justness of this remark, we may instance 
what is related of the great Lord Granville; that 
after he had written his letter, giving an account of 


the battle of Dettingen, he said, Here is a letter, 


expressed in terms not good en, wa” 0 


chandler to have used.“ 


Talking of a C in chat was n 
a very momentous publick occasion, he expressed 


much doubt of an enlightened decision; and said, 
that perhaps there was not a member of it, who in 
the whole course of his life, had ever spent an hour 
by himgelf in A . eee 


3 Here Lord Macartney 8 eee 


Hindoos will neither admit you to be of their religion, nor be con- 


verted to yours ;—a thing which struck the Portuguese with the 
greatest ee you! t ye en Jos "Ea 
a 
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2 THE LIN or (. 5. 
64 Goldsmith one day brought to the CLUun a 
ine e which he, with others, had been hear- 


— its authour in a-pubhek room at the rate 


af fbi sbillings each, for- admission. One of the 
company having read it aloud, Dr. Johuson said, 
Bolder words and more eee n - 


never were hrought together.. 


„ Talking. of Gray's: Oles be said, U bey are 
foreed- plants, raised in a hat-bed; and they are 


poor plants; they. are but eucumberg after all. A; 


gentleman present, who had been running down 

Ode-writing in; general, as a bad species of poetry, 

unluckily said, Had they been literally cucumbers, 

they, had been better aer Wp aer abt 

(id, Johnson,) ſor @ . 

His distinetion ofthe dene er mie . 
ment of learning was thus ga ee 


sions. Of Queen Elisabeth he said, She bad 


learning enough to Have giyen dignity to a bishep; 
and of Mr. Thomas Davies be said, Sir, Davies 
ene. Nerd e to en * to a "_ 
manl!!: = 26: 1s 

0 He win to quiots, wich. 8 ons this ſs 
ing of Aristotle recorded by Diogenes Laertius; 
that there was the same difference between one 


— — e eee, 


A. . ” 
+ # *. $$ 74 


«ff Ie is np BG that nated; in ble 
memory very slight and trivial, as well as important 
things. As an instance of this, it seems that an in- 
feriour-domestick of che Duke of Leeds had attempted 

to celebrate his Grace's marriage in such homely 


| Nas as he could make; and this curious compo- 


sition having been sung to Dr. We he got it by 


als, . i. a. tte. A eats. Ce - 
— - — —— ” —— 


4. p. 2789, Da, IOHNSON. 
heart, and used to repeat it in à very pleasant man- 


ner. Two of the stanzas were these: w n 


in l Du the Duke of Leeds halt 5 WE, 

a line Nous lady of wy quality, ts 1 _ 5 
Haw 1795 mill wat gantlewoman. be. 1 
a his Grace of Leeds's good Fe. HEI 


She shall have all thats fitie and fa * oe 0 and 
And the best of Silk and sattin all aur Lac 
a And ride in a coach to take the air,” as oh Hou: 
* 8 it St. 7 * 

Mong _— or it Bt. — 5qua ; Inn] 
euerer, the weight «nd dene er John 
— amuing eien le however . _ hs 


Ilir u ard — nodes, ii att ie iy a 
1. The, reed of the, damen Magazine who; aob- 
scribes himself Sciolus, furnishes the following supplement : * 
«KA lady of my my acquaintance remembers to have heard her uy cle 
eing chose homely stihzas more than forty-five years ago, He | 
mne; ret CU Bret , 


„ be call breed yoyng loc. ind aide Hit, 74009 903 dir 
| | And rd itn ee thi i 726,008 
4 And the beit, 4. * 1 not 0! bien nuts 
Ae bert a hee, 46. ee , *ngr nid . ant 
eee tro 5 
de, and in believed. in ane been the only) ming ng Alain 
Wb ide Dubs of Leads half hive Bade WAG 80 1 gn 
Of a charming young lady that's beautiful and wise, 
_—_ the happiest young gentlewoman under the skies, 2 
* 5 e ee D e, | 
bow happy shall, N „ Kc.“ eie vw D n 190 


— — bene | 
W W 1 2 way 


4 


is THE LITE OE Trrar. n. 
nearly- eompried all the ame, wealth 
can give. l tts id n eo 1 ©. + 

« An eminent lovin, when he was shewn the 
British Muscufti, was very troublesome with many 


absurd inquiries. HE Now there, Sir, (aid he,) i is the 


difference between an Englishman and a French- 

man. A Frenchman must be always talking, whe- 

ther he knows any thing of the matter or not; an 
Englishman is ent, to 589 nothing, 18 he has 


nothing to ⏑,§, D ee 
“His unjust eontempt ſor bg —— ad, 


extreme. One evening, at Old Slaughter's coffee 


house, when a number of them were talking loud 
about little matters, he said, Does not this confirm 
old Meynell's observation — Far am _—_ Ice, 
foreigners are fool. W 1251.46) 1 bene 

«© He said, that once, when he had a violent 


And ach, a Freuchnien \aovoated" bim thus: Ah, 


Monsieur, vous etudiez trop.” 
Having spent an evening at Mr. Langtor's, 


c 


with the conversation of that learned gentleman ; 
eee Fd fy lm Sir, I 
am abliged to'you for having asked me this evening. 
Parr is a fair man.“ I do not know when I have had 


an occasion of such free controversy. It is remark- 
able bow much of a man's lie _ tree] 


cussion. 4 V £7: n 4 if £* 3.49 l | 


mg. 2 ir 4 PI * 17 1 if 
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ene re | of Norwich [to Johnson to point 5 
out to them a proper master for their Grammar-School, he recom- 


_— — — e 0 be wine: r wen *. 


* 
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« We may fairly institute à exiticism between 
Shakspeare and Corneille, as they both had, though 


in a different degree, the lights of a latter age. It is 
not so just between the Greek dramatick Writers ane 
Shakspeare. It may be replied to Wat is said by 

one of the remarkers on Shakspeare, that though - _ 
Darius's shade had prescence, it does not necessarily 
follow that 1 had on ns particulars revealed to 
bim ruin gotfcgrnt ub 
„Spanish ow being wilaly on improbably far- 
cical, would please children | here, as children are 
entertained with stories full of prodigies; their e- 
perience not being sufficient to cause them to be 80 
readily startled at deviations from the natural course 
of life. The machinery of the Pagans is uninterest- 
ing to us: when a Goddess appears in Homer or 
Virgil, we grow -weary'; still more so in the Grecian 
tragedies, as in that kind of composition a ncarer 
approach to Nature is intended. Let there are good 
reasons for reading romances; as tlie fertility of 
invention, the beauty of style and expression, the 


curiosity of secing with what kind of perſormances 


the age and country in which they were written was 
delighted: for it is to be apprehended, that at the 
time when very wild improbable tales were well re- 
ceived, the people were in à barbarous state, aud $0 
on the footing of children, as has been-explained.” 
elt is evident enough that no one Who writes 
now can use the Pagan deities and mythology; the 
only machinery, therefore, seems that of ministeriug 
spirits, the ghosts of the departed, witches, and fairies, 
though these latter, as the vulgar superstition con- 
cerning them (which, while in its force, inſected ut 
least * 2 . * : 
. 


—ęm —ͤ—) A ant 


— — —— 
1 4 — 


— — —„— — ——U—U—U—ä—Zz —— — . - — — 2s — 


— — . 
rr ur On Fer 3 HY tro ty 
5 4 p 


— — ! x2 — 
Ä mar — U , ,, OT I * 
„ — oy * 4 * 


16 Tun ur or rr 53. 


tage in education, thouꝑh their reason set them free 


| pay is every day wearing out, dem likely to be 


of little ſurther assistance iu the machinery of poetry. 
As I recollect; Hammond introduces a hag or witch 
into one ofuHis eee er een 
meaning aud disgusting. no watery " 
wit; —— bſddiece 7 in 2 


ting or-gromly exaggerating the instances he gives, 
who imputes absurdities that did not happen, or 


wWbenld man Mas a hifle ridiculbus, describes him as 


Tbe great ause of delineating absurdities is, that we 


may kaow hey far human ſolly can go; the account, 


therefote, ought of absolute necessity; to be faithful. 
A certain character (naming the person) as to the 
general cast of it, is well described by Garrick, but 
a great deal che e eee in it, is quite 
his own, the proverbial comparisons, 
abstinate as à pig, ab but I dont know whether 
it might not be true of Lord that from à too 
great eagerness df praise and popularity, and a polite- 
ness carried to a ridiculons excess, he was likely, 
after asserting à thing in general, to give it up again 
in parts. For instance, if he had said Reynolds was 


_ the first of painters, he was capable enough of giving 


up, as objections might happen to be severally made, 
first, his outline;—then the grace in form;—ther' the 
colouriog-—and lastiy, to huve owned that he was 


such a" e eee eue ee e. 


was all alike!” | 


tf tit. 


7 9 4 
. 


eee —— bevirhrinaſd e tale 


no) Jonger the same reason; heretofore the .poorer 
people were more numerous; arid ſrom want oficoms 


— ance, their means of getting u Livelihood more 


Li 
— 


* l 
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difficult ; therefore tho supporting them was un act bf 


great benevolence; now that the poor can find 


maititenance for themselves, and | their labour is 
_ wanted, a general undiscerning hospitality tends £0 ill 
by withdrawing them from their work to idleness and 


drunkenness. Then, formerly rents were received 


in kind, so that thete was a great abundance of pro- 
visions in possession of the owners of the lands, Which, 


since the plenty of money afforded by eee is 
no longer the case.“ 


“Hospitality to strangers and ſoreigners in our 


country is now almost at an end, since, from the in- 


crease of them that come to us, there have been 3 


 sufficierit number of people that have found an in- 
terest in providing inns and proper accommodations, 


which is in general a more expedietit method for the 
entertainment of travellers. Where the travellers 


and strangers ore few, more of that hospitality sub- 
sists, as it has not been worth while to provide places 


of accommodation. In Ireland there is still hospitality 


to sffangers, in some degree; namen 


land probably more. 

« Colmarr, in 4 note on bis wareläties of Te- 
rence® talking of Shakspeare's learning, asks, What 
Says Farmer to this? What says Johnson? Upon 
this he observed, Sir, let Farmer answer for him- 
cel: I never etigaged in this controversy. I always 
Sid, Shakspeare had mags enough Wann 


0 = 2 pug 


A ckigyman, whom he ehuracteriind- as oli 
15 bored to say Fittle oddities, was affevting one 
day, at 2 Bishop's table, a sort of slyness and f, 


not ir c hragter, and * a if * * This 
7OL. iv. 0 


” 7 * <i> 4 


him in the finest manner, by first shewing him that 
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Old Man's Wish, a song by Dr. Walter Pope, a 
verse bordering on licentiousness. Johnson rebuked 


he did not know the passage he was aiming at, and 
thus humbling him: Sir, that is not the song: it is 
thus.” And he. gave it right. Then looking sted- 


_ fastly on him, Sir, there is a part of that song which 


I should wish to exemplify in my own lite : 
May I govern my passions with absolute Sway !* 


„ Being asked if Barnes knew. a good deal © 


Greek, he answered, I doubt, Sir, he was wunoculus 
inter cæcos. 

He used frequently to ha that men «take 
be very eminent in a. profession, without our per- 
ceiving any particular power of mind in them in con- 
versation. It seems strange (said he) that a man 


should see 80 far to the right, who sees so short a. 


way to the left. Burke is the only man whose com- 
mon conversation corresponds with the general ſame 


which be has in the world. Take up whatever to- 


pick you please, he is ready to meet you. | 

A gentleman, by no means deficient in hiprature, 
having discovered less acquaintance with one of. 
the Classicks than Johnson expected, wherr the gen- 


_ . tleman left the room, he observed, You see, now, 
| how little any body reads,” Mr. Langton happens. 


ing to mention his having read a good deal in Cle- 
nardus's Greek Grammar, Why, Sir, (said he,) 


wbo is there in this town who, knows anv thing of 


Clenardus but you and Id. And upon Mr, Lang- 
ton's mentioning that he had taken the pains to learn 
by heart the. . St. Easil, which is 29 in 


— ecu Sir, + woo - 
* * - - a 
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that Grammar as a praxis, © Sir, (said he,) I never 
made such an effort to attain Greek.“ 

« Of Dodsfey's © Publick Virtue, a Poem, 1. 
said, It was fine blank; (meaning to express his 
usual contempt ſor blank verse:) however, this mi- 
serable poem did not sell, and my poor friend Doddy 
said, Publick Virtue was not a dont to interest n 
age.” 
„Mr. Langton, when 4 very young man, ow 
Dodsley's © Cleone a Tragedy, to him, not aware 
of his extreme impatience to be read to. As it went 
on he turned his face to the back of his chair, and 
put himself into various attitudes, which marked his 
uneasiness. At the end of an act, however, he said, 
* Come, let's have some more, lers go into the slaughe. 
ter-house again, Lanky. But I am afraid there is 
more blood than brains.” Let he afterwards” said, 
* When I heard you read it, I thought higher of its 
power of language : when I read if myself, I was 
more sensible of its pathetick effect ;' and then he 
paid it a compliment which many will think very ex- 
travagant. Sir, (said he,) if Otway had written 
this play, no other of his pieces would have been re- 
membered.” Dodsley himself, upon this being re- 
peated to bim, said, It was too much: it must be 
remembered, that Johnson always appeared not to 

be sufficiently sensible of the merit of Otway ?“. 
„ FSnatches of reading (said he) will not make a 
Bentley or a Clarke. They are, however, in a certain 
his assertion concerning Johnson's insensibility to the pathe- 

tick powers of Otway, is too round. I once asked him, whether 

he did not think Otway frequently tender: W tac 
Sir, he is all tenderness.“ B.] 1 | 
C 2 
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degree adyantageous. I would put a child into a 
5 library (where no unfit books are) and let him read 
"tt at his choice. A child should not be discouraged 
mcm reading any thing that be takes a liking to, from 
: a notion that it is above his reach. If that be the 
case, the child will soon find it out and desist; if 
not, he of course gains the instruction; which is 80 
much the more likely to come, from the inclination 
with which he takes up the study. : 

„ Thaugh he used to censure e 
* vehemence, he owned, that he once, to avoid 
the trouble of locking up five guineas, hid them, he 
forgot where, so that he could not find them.. 
A gentleman who introduced his brother to Dr. 
Johnson, was earnest to recommend him to the Doe- 
tor's notice, which he did by saying, When we 

bave sat together some time, you'll find my brother 
grow very nne * (wy IRE h can 
a 
Ne [When the mou eg that we Should 
have a war, because the French would assist the 
Americans, he rebuked a friend with some asperity 
for supposing it, saying, Wr antional aw is 
N nar Moe cual | 
the latior hunt ot his life, e uu 
himoolf whether his mental faculties were impaired, 
he resolved that he would try to learn a new lan- 
guage, and fixed upon the Low Dutch, ſor that pur- 
4 pose, and this he continued till he had read about 
i one half of Thomas à Kempis; and finding that 
there appeared no abatement of his power of acquisi- 


1 tion, be then desisted, as thinking tho experiment had 
If been duly tried. Mr. Bupke Justiy — that 
[| 
il 
| 
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this was not the most vigorous trial, Low Dutch 
being a language so near to our own; hack it been 
one of the languages entirely different, he ' might 
have been very soon satisfied. n A 
* Mr. Langton and be having gone to see U Pres: | 
mason's funeral progession, when they were at Ro- 
chester, and some solemn musick being played ot 
French borns, he said, © This is the first time that 1 
have ever been affected by musical sounds; adding, 
chat the impression made upon him was of a e- 
lancholy kind. Mr. Langton saying, that this effect 
was a fine one, —Jonxsow. Tes, if it soſtens the 
mind, 80 as to prepare it for the reception of wlutiry - 
ſeelings, it may be good: but inasmuch as it is me- 
laneholy per 5, it is bad 
„Goldsmith had long 'a visionary project, that 
some time or other when his circumstunces should he 
cavier, he would go to Aleppo, in order to acquire e 
knowledge as far as might be, of any arts pH ts 
the East, and introduce them into Britain. When 
this was talked of in Dr. Johmson's compatry; he 
aid, © Of all men Goldsmith is the most urifit to #6 - 
out upon such an inquiry; for he is utterly ignorant 
of sueh arts as we already postess, and congequently 
could not know what would be accessions to Our pre- 
sent stock of mechanical knowledge. Sir, he wotld 
bring home a grinding-barrow, which you sc in every 5 
street in London, and think that he had farniched'# 


wonderſul improvement. * ee ry 

* [The French horn, however, is eo far from being melancholy 
per ie, that when the train. is light, and in the field; there is 
nothing so cheerful ! It was the funeral oecaiony and ptobably the 


„e er eee a I eee 
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„ When Lord Charles Hay, after his return, from 

1 America, was preparing his defence to be offered to 
5 . the Court-Martial which he had demanded, having 

heard Mr. Langton as high in expressions of admira- 
tion of Johnson, as he usually was, he requested that E 
Dr. Johnson might be introduced to him and Mr. þ 
Langton having mentioned it to Johnson, he very | 
kindly and readily agreed; and being presented by E 
Mr. Langton to his Lordship, while under arrest, be | q 
sa him several times; upon one of which occasions 
Lord. Charles read to him what he had prepared, I 
which Johnson signified his approbation of, saying, 4 
"© It is a very good soldierly defence.” Johnson said, 2 

7 that he had advised bis Lordship, that as it was in 
5 pain to contend with those who were in possession of 

. power, if they would offer him the rank of Lieutenant- 
. General, and a government, it would be better judged 
"3 to desist from urging bis complaints, It is well 
ik : known that bis Tardehip died en the a p 
4: was made known. 

12 ER > Johnson one day gave high, praise to Dr. Bent- 
ley's verses in Dpdsley's Collection, which he re- 

Wi! cited with his usual energy. Pr. Adam Smith, who 

I" vas present, observed in his: decisive professorial = 


* [It should be remembered, that this was aid twenty-five or | 
i Waere 11 8 
| © Dr. Johnson, in his Life of Cowley, gays, that these are «the 1 5 
| only English verses which Bentley is known to have written,” 1 
i nn tens beer a er rr” 8 


« Who strives to mount Parnavzus* hill, | 
i | IE. And thence poetick laurels bring, 

©: | 2 Most first acquire due force and skill, 
ä i ust fly vi art ering 
| | 


7 „6 
* R 
8 1 e 5-3 


* 


may observe in what manner they are well. They 
are the forcible verses of a man of a strong mind, but 
not accustomed to write verse; for there is some 1 


4. b. 1780.] Ds. JOHNSON. | | 23 ; 
manner, Very well—Very well. Johnson how- 


ever added, Yes, they are very well, Sir; but you 


uneouthness in the expression.“ 


a Who Nature's treasures would explore, 

V © Her mysteries and arcana know; | 

„Must high as lofty Newton scar, | | 
oe Muze dr us deiving Woodward low. ene 


3 3 1 | RE 
* Tongues, arts, and arms, and history z 

« Must drudge, like Selden, days and nights, N 
ne | 


%%% Who wavels.inreligions tam. | TR, 
1 (Truth mixt with errour, RES Er” 
„ Like Whiston, wanting pyx or stars, „ 
W « In ocean wide or sinks of strays. n 


„„ e | | 5 
0 And comprehensive genius crown 

66 All sciences, all arts his spoil, ont e e e 
6 Yet what reward, or what renown? | e Rt - 


46 Kavy, innate in valaee.conle, 1 n 

„„ Envy steps in and stops his rise, | 

Envy with poizon'd tarnish fouls . _ pe 5 
war « His Justre, and his worth decries, - 9 7 . 


 « He lives inglorious or in want, e 
« To all md bete . 


& Insiead of learn'd he's call'd pedant, _ = 
t Dunces advanc'd, he's left behind: 725 . e e ; 
Vet left content a genuine Stoick he, OTE ON 
a} « Great without patron, rich without South Sea,” 5 
„ The difference between Johnzon and Smith js apparent even ja 
this alight tener. nnn. 


n 
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Drinking tea one day at Garrick's with Mr. 
Langton, he was questioned if he was not somewhat 
of a beretiek as to Shakspeare ; said Garrick, I 
douht he is a little of an infidel.— Sir, (aid John- 
son) I will stand by the lines I have written on 


Shakspeare in my Prologue at the opening of your 
Theatre. Mr. Langton suggested, that in the line 


And panting Time toil'd afier him in yain 3" 


Johnson might have had in bis eye the passage in 


the © Tempest, where Prospero ays of Miranda, 


* 


Sbe will outstrip all praise, 
And make it halt ann her. 


Johnson said nothing. Garrick then ventured to 


observe, I do not think that the happicst line in the 
praise of Shakspeare.“ Johnson exclaimed (smiling, ) 
© Prosaical rogues ! next time I wk Il make both 


v9 


tne and e pant. | bra 


VCC 8 


force, acuteness, and vivacity of Johnson were not to be found there. 
He had book-making so much in his thoughts, and was 80 chary of 
what might be turned to account in that way, that he once said to 
Sir Joshua Reynolds, that he made it a rule when in company, never 


"to talk of what he understood. Beaucterk had for a short time a 


pretty high opinion of Smith's conversation.” Garrick after listen- 
ing to him for a while, as to one of whom his expectations had been 
raised, turned slyly to a friend, and whispered him, #* What say you 


to this?--eh ? fably, I think," 


7, I am sorry to see in the © Transactions of the Royal Society of 


Edinburgh,” Vol, II, “ An Eszay on the Character of Hamlet,” | 


written, I should suppose, by a very young man, though called 

« Reverend who s with prezumprious petulance of the first 

literary character of his age. Amidst a cloud y conftsion of words, 

(which hath of late too often in Scotland for Metaphyaicks,) 

he thus ventures fo criticize one of the noblest lines in our language: 

c roi after him in 
. 
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« It is well known that there was formerly a'rude 
custom for those who were sailing upon the Thames, 
to accost each other as they passed, in the most abu ' 
sive language they could invent, generally, however 
with as much satitical humour as they were capable, 


of producing, Addison giyes a specimen of this r- 
baldry, in Number 383 of. The Spectator,” when 


Sir Roger de Coverly and he are going to Spring- 
garden. Johnson was once eminently successful in 
this species of contest; a fellow having attacked bim 
with some coarse raillery, Johnson answered him thus, 
Sir, your wife, under pretence of keeping a hawdy- 
house, is a receiver of stolen goods.” One evening 
when he and Mr. Burke, and Mr. Langton were in 
company together, and che admirable. scolding o 
Timon of Athens was mentioned, this instance of 


Johnson's was quoted, _ rer to wy at 1 


equal excellence. 


« As Johnson always dee a — 1 
talents of Mr. Burke, so Mr. Burke was fully tensi- 


ble of the wonderful powers of Johnson. Mr. Lang- 


ton recollects having passed an evening with both of 
them, when Mr. Burke repeatedly entered upon to- 
picks which it was evident he would have illustrated 


with extensive knowledge and richness of expression 4 
but Johnson always * 2 95 the W 


Vain.“ But I should 3 has this 6 mls 
character. Time toils after every great many as well as after 


Shakspeare. The workings of an ordinary mind lea pace, indeed, 


with time; they move no faster; 2hey. have their beginning, their | 


middle, and their end; but superiour natures can redwre fene into a 
print. They do not, indeed, n, them 3 but they e,, or _ 


they lock them wp in the Areal. The learned Society, under whawe 


sanction,such gabble is ushered into the world, would do well to 
offer a premium to any one who will discover its meaning. 
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1 | which, however, he acquitted himself in a most mas- 
ii .  terly: manner. As Mr. Burke and Mr. Langton 
| EG were walking home, Mr. Burke observed that John- 

114 som bad been very great that night; Mr. Langton 


joined in this, but added, he could have wished to 

hear more from another person; (plainly intimating 

 thathe meant Mr. Burke.) O, no (said Mr. wy 
it is enough for me to have rung the bell to him.” 

..- <Beauclerk having observed to him of one of their 
friends, that he was aukward at counting money, 
Why, Sir, said Johnson, I am hkewise aukward at 
counting ey. But then, Sir, oe . 

x have had very little money to count.” +» 

He had an abborrence of affectation. Talking 

a of old Mr. Langton, of whom he said, Sir, you wilt 
Seldom see such a gentleman, such are his stores of 
literature, such his knowledge in divinity, and such 
his exemplary life; he added, and Sir, he has no 

grimace, no gesticulation, no bursts of admiration on 
trivial occasions; he never embraces you with an 

þ overacted cordiality. n 

i „Being in company with a gentleman ow 

| thought fit to maintain Dr. Berkeley's ingenious phi- 

| losophy, that nothing exists but as perceived by some 

wu mind; when the gentleman was going away, Jobnson 
said to him, Pray, Sir, don't leave us; for we may 

s perhaps forget to think of you, and then you will 
cease to exist. 

6 Goldsmith upon being visited by 1 one 
day i in the Temple, said to him wih a little jealousy 
of the appearance of his accommodation, I shall soon 

de in better chambers than these.“ Johnson at the 
same time checked him and paid him a bandsome 
compliment, implying that a man of his talents 


. . 1b D., JOHNSON” 1 


should be above attention to such distinctions,— 
Nay, Sir, never mind that. Nil te quæsiuerir extra.” 


At the time when his pension was granted to 


him, he said, with a noble literary ambition, Had 
this happened twenty years ago, I should have gone 
to Constantinople to learn Arabick, as Pococke did.“ 
As an instance of the niceness of his taste, though 
he praised West's translation of Pindar, he pointed 
out the following passage as faulty, by expressing à 
circumstance so minute as to detract . the been 


dignity which should prevail: 


Down then from thy glittering „ 
Take, O Muse thy Dorian lyre.“ 


When Mr. Vesey was proposed as a member of 


the LIT ERA YT Crus, Mr. Burke began by saying | | 


that he was a man of gentle manners. Sir, said 
Johnson, you need say no more. When you have 
ey a man of gentle manners; you have said enough.” 

The late Mr. Fitzherbert told Mr. Langten that 


Johnson said to him, Sir, a man has no more right 
to ay an uncivil thing, than to act one; no more 


| right to say a rude thing to another than to knock 


him down,” 

My dear friend Dr. Bathurst, (aid he with 4 
warmth of approbation) declared he was glad that his 
father, who was a West-Indian planter, had left his 
affairs in total ruin, because having no estate, be was 


not under the temptation of having slaves. 


Richardson had little conversation, except about 8 


his own works, of which Sir Joshua Reynolds said he 


was always willing to talk, and glad to have them in- 


troduced. Jobnson when he carried Mr. Langton 


to see him, professed that he could bring bim out 
into conyersation, and used this allusive expression, 
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« Sir, I can make him rear.” But he failed; for in 
that interview Richardson said little else than that 
there lay in the eee eee £39997 erg 


German. 


e eien ende in 
which there was a letter of stupid abuse of Sir Joshua 
Reynolds, of which Johnson himself came in for a 
sbare, — e benen nen 
beginning to end; which being done, he with a lu- 
dicrous earnestness, and not directing his look to any 
particular person, called d 4 we alive n 


- this satire!“ 


« He had a dong ee n th phlicical 


character of Secker, one instance of which appeared 


at Oxford, where he expresscd great dissatisfaction at 
his varying the old established toast, Church and 
King.“ The Archbishop of Canterbury, said he 
(with an affected smooth smiling grimace) drinks, 
Constitution in Church and State. Being asked 


A fiterary lady has favoured me with a en 3 
of Richardson. One day at his country- house at Northend, Where 
a large company was assembled at dinner, a gentleman who was 
just returned from Paris, willing to please Mr. Richardson, men- 
tioned to him a very flattering cixcumstance,—that he had seen his 
Clarissa lying on the King's brother's table. Richardson abserving 
that part of the company were engaged in talking to each other, 
affected then not to attend to it, Bar by and by, when there was a 


general silence, and he thought that the flattery might be fully 


heard, he addressed bilfseK to the gentleman, * I think, Sir, yon 
were say ing something about, — pausing in a high flutter of expecta- 
tion. The gentleman provoked at his inordinate vanity, resolved 
not to indulge it, and with an exquisitely sly air of indifference an- 
awered, * A mere trifle, Sir, not worth repeating.” The mortiflca. 
tion of Richardson. was visible, and he did nd speak. ten words 


more the whole day. Dr. Johngon-was n appeared to 


enjoy i it much, 


» EE 
* 
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what difference there was between the two toasts, © 
he said, Why, Sir, you may be sure he meant ome» 
thing.“ Yet when the life of that prelate, - prefixed 
to his sermons by Dr. Porteus and Dr. Stinton his 
chaplains, first came out, he read it with the utmost 
_ avidity, and said, It is a life well jen and that. 
well deserves to be recorded. 
| « Of a certain noble Lord; he said; n 
you could not; for he had no mind of his on. Love 
him you could not; for that which you nem 
him, every one else could.“ 
« Of Dr. Goldsmith he said, No man was more 
8 ww une 
wise when he had. ; 
He told in his lively manner the Glowing lite 
| rary anecdote: © Green and Guthrie, an Irishman 
and a Scotchman, undertook a translation of D u- 
halde's history of China. Green said of Guthrie, 
that he knew no English, and Guthrie of Green, that 
he knew no French; and these two undertook 
to translate Duhalde's History of China. In this 
translation there was found © the twenty- sixth day - 
the new moon.” Now as the whole age of the moon 
is but twenty- eight days, the moon instead of being 
new, was nearly as old as it could be. Their blunder 
arose from their mistaking the WP: newvidme ninth, 
for nouvelle or neuve, new.” | had e | 
„Talking of Dr. Blagden's copiouness and preci- 
sion of communication, Dr. Johnson ad. Mr. 
den, Sir, is 4 delightful fellow. do vewk 
* On occasion of Dr. Johnson's' publiching his 
pamphlet of The False Alarm, there came aut a 
very angry answer (by many appoxcd to be by Mr. 
W Dr. — determined on not aneweing 


* 
7 
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it; but, in conversstion with Mr. Langton men- 
tioned a particular or two, which if he had replied 
to it, be might perhaps have inserted.—In the 
answerer's pamphlet, it had been said with solem-" 
nity, Do you consider, Sir, that a House of Com- 
mons is to the people as a Creature is to its Crea- 
tor. To this question, said Dr. Johnson, I could 
have replied, that in the first place the idea of a 
CaxA ron must be such as that e e en peu 
make or annihilate his creature. 
Then it cannot be conceived that a creature can 
waks laws for toChtages. ®. dime 53 
— be/qhudif a wan; tally of 
1 there is something in them that is 
not disagreeable to him; for where there is nothing 
but pure misery, theed ee venere. * the 
mention of it 11 K 
<> Abe rus do a poor beat that Bend read no 
more. in quaiity:thes bb cold ane alond:e ad: 
AImlac in“ Rasselas, I spelt with a c. at the end, 
because it is less like Englisb, r bx r- r wit 
have the saxon E. added to the c.“ | 


Many a man is mad in Ade SITES nod | 
goes through liſe without having it perceived:—for 
cangle, + madre ele . 


| » His profeund adoration of the Geer Fat enn rich) 
as to set him-aboye that C Philosophy and vain deceit,” with 

| men of narrower conceptions have been infected. I have heard him 

4 | strongly maintain that © What is right is not 80 from any natural 

8 « fitness, but because Gon wills it to be right; and it is certainly 

50, because he has predisposed the relations of things 80 as) that 

ii | which he wills must be right, Bogw 81k. . 

Fa”  * I hope the authority of the great Master of our language will 

i 99 a de. 
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himself obliged literally to pray continually bad the 
madness turned the opposite way and the person 
thought it a crime ever to pray, it might not impro- 
| bably have continued unobserved,. - _ 
He apprehended that the delineation of 3 
ters in the end of the first Book of the © Retreat of the 
"ten thousand was the first instance of the kind that — 
was known. . 
“Supposing (said he) a wiſe to be of a 8 or 0 
argumentative turn, it would be very troublesome : - 
for instance, —if a woman should continually duel} 
upon the subject of the Arian heresy. p. 
No man speaks concerning another, even $up- 
pose it be in his praise, if he thinks he does not hear 
him, exactly as he would, if he thought, he was with- 
in hearing. 
The applause of a single human being is of great 
consequence: This he said to me with great car- 
nestness of manner, very near the time of his decease, 
on occasion of having desired me to read a letter ad- 
dressed to him from some person in the North of 
England; which when I had done, and he asked me 
what the contents were, as I thought being particular 
upon it might fatigue bim, it being of great length, 1 
only told him in general that it was highly in his 
praise; — and then he expressed himself as above... 
e He mentioned with an air of satisfaction what 
Baretti had told bim; that, meeting, in the course of 
bis studying Englisb, with an excellent paper in the 
Spectator, one of four that were, written by the re- 
spectable Dissenting Minister Mr. Grove of Taunton, 
and observing the genius and energy of mind that it 
exhibits, it greatly quickened bis curiosity to visit 
our country; as he thought if such were the lighter 
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periodical essays of our authotrrs, their productions 
on more weighty occasions must be wonderful in- 
deed! 


He observed once, at Sir it Jochua Reynolds's, that 
' a beggar iu the street will more readily ask alms 
from a man, though there should be no marks of 


wealth in his PET, than from even a well- 
dressed woman; which he accounted for from the 


greater degree of carefulness as to money that is to 


be. ſound in women; saying farther upon it, that, the 
opportunities in general that they possess of improving 


their condition are much fewer than men have; and 


adding, as he looked round the company, which 
consisted of men only, there is not one of us who 
does not think he might be richer if he would use 
his endeavour, | 
« Fe thus characterised an ingenious writer of his 
acquaintance : : © Sir, he is an enthusiast by rule.” 
He may hold up that sn again, all his en- 


mies; was an observation on Homer, in referer ce 
to his description of the shield of Achilles, made by 


Mrs. Fitzherbert, wife to bis friend Mr. Fitzherbert 


of Derbysbire, and respected by Dr. Johnson as a 


very fine one. He had in one a very bigh eden 
of that lady's understanding. 


An observation of Bathurst's ey be mentioned, 


which Johnson repeated, appenring to 2ckhowledge 


it to be well founded, namely, it was somewhat re- 
markable how seldom, on occasion of coming into 


the company of any new person, one felt w7 wish © or 


inclination to see him again,” Ko 
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SALLY 


Though upon a particular comparison of Demonax 


and Johnson, there does not tren to be great 


deal of similarity between them, this Dedication is 


just compliment from tlie general character given b 
Lucian of the ancient Sage, 1 r dd e ieee, 


en m JOHNSQN. be 33 


| lighed a translation.of Laciad,“ e 
Daunsms thus: os / bait ei anime 605 55 


Suu Y,, the best philosopher whom I have ever | 
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967 avian, 72:}-In:1784 Johnson at last com- 


pleted, his“ Lives of the Poets, of iwhichrhe gives - 


this accbuntt Some time in March 1 finiahed/the 
_ © Lives of the Poets, which I wrote in my unu¹ way; 
dilatorily and. hastily, unwilling to work; and merk | 
ing with vigour and haste, in a memorandum 


previous to this; be says of them: /. Mritten, I hope, 


most 


derte 
99 Nr me ; aten re 1. 


Ports: 


bf the 


VOL. IV. 


in such e x may tend to the —— _ 
Dar! 199% ! DW, *R A018] e Yo not Pane 


This is the work which of all Dr. Johnson's wri- 
| F 


- 


MCLE. LT 6 SLY 


bs I Lf M dh Gay 2410 70 gt 5 Woher Ber 1 bo vd | 5 T 


my LIFR o Ltr. 52. 
"oj Wis ſdetils of theitthuraeners) ani the everits of 
their piogrcks through the world Which they contribu? 
ted to illuminate. His mind e eee 
nd it was 80 W ged in his memo- 

15 85 orming, wha e | ME kind in 
1 . to put bis 
chongh Tr, paper, exhibiting Wk" Cath Poets - 

18. d es l 


3 a critical examination of 


15 e gn ory marr eee 


prefaces toibach poet, of n more than a fow pages, 
as be had originally intended * che: produced an m- 
ple, rich, and most emertaining view of them / - every 
a respect. I this he regezabled{{Quintilian, who tells 
us, that in the composition of his Institutions Ora- 
tory, © Latiùs se tamen aperiente materid, plus quan 


— aft iciccepil?, he booksellers, 


justiy senaibid of the vrt -athditional.vatuc of the 
copysrigfht, preentdd him with oanother hundred 
pounds renn above two/ hundred, for which his 
abt m rat" en hay eee e ae 
Piss was, however, but a small reo en ſor | 
dock-/aotiegtinds of: biography; and such principles 
| * illustrations of criticism, as, if digented and arran+ 


Hp rt nende. AG ts tax in ue e mat 


«Hig eee (ef 2 The 
| ieh badly of Englizh P 

prbi c 35 8 1988 

min vt 


1 10 4 md 18 pA "9 - we 


eee. 


r but 1 Fay: 


— yn * r ing gu 


* 20 


„ e e, eee 
ged in one system, by some madern Aristotle or 


Loe at first agb . 1 36 "4108 þ i 
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« And a weak heart in time destroy 5 0 ⁹οꝰq 


- Phe has a stamp, and prints the boy, 0 ei 31 

© Phat he, however, had a good deal bf trouble; and 
some arixiety in catyying om the work, we ge h˖j,  - 
a series of lottets to Mr. Niohols the printer, ? whose 


es e dp die Laie of Waller, Mre Nichols will Sad a-gor 
ference to. the Parliamentary; Higtory, from which a long quotatinn — 
is 40: be.ingeered. If. Mr. Nichols canggt Eray Ind the books Mir. © © 
Johnson will end it from Streatham.” —. * N T4, 
-  & Clarendon is here teturnqẽ dq... 
« By s0me ver ident, I laid vun vate pon Duke vp 30 safely, 
that 1 cagage fad it. Your informations have beep gf great ue to 
w. It beg it again 3 with another Het of cur authors, for, 
have laid that with the other. I have ent Stepney's Epitaph. 
| ane ave the reviges 25,5008 as can be... Dec. 178. | 
have bent Philips, with bis Epitaphs, to pe ingerted. The 8 
fragwant of 3: preface is. Þardly. worth. he Impreaion, bur that we ' | 
may seem to do something. It may be added to the Life of Phi. 
lips. The Latin page is to be adge@to the Life of Smith, . L call 


© EH 
the came writer against Pope. Our materials are defective.” 
As Waller ptofessed to have imitated Fairfax, do you think a 
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36 HR LIFE, or [rar. 72. 
variety of literary inquiry and obliging disposition, 


rendered him useſul to Johnson. Mr. Steevens ap- 


pears, from the papers in my possession, to have sup- 


Pl him with some anecdotes and quotations ; and 


J observe the fair hand of Mrs. Thrale as one of his 
eopyists of select passages. But he was principally 


indebted to my steady friend Mr. Isaac Reed, of 
Staple · inn, whose extensive and accurate knowledge 


of English literary History I do not express with ex- 
aggeration, when say it is wonderful ; indeed bis 
labours have proved it to the world; and all who 


have the pleasure of his acquaintance can bear testi- 


mony to re, . l communications in 
private society. rao en nne 
It is not my intention to dwell upon each 65 John- 


son's Lives af the Poets,” or attempt an analysis 


olf their merits, which, were I able to do it, would 
dale up. voa much room. in bende yet I shall 


er pages k Ft wok i e cos? res readers have 

Seen it, find it may ease them. But it is not necessary.“ 
An dccbunt of t Rn ef deen 
English Poets. By, &c.—“ The English Poets, biographically and 
eritically considered, by Sau. Jonnon.'—Let Mr. Nichols take 
his choice, or malte Abbe bo h l. May, 1781.“ wil 4 

| Von xomehow forgot the advertisement for the new edition. 


It was not iHlelobed. Of Gay's Letters I see not thät any use can 
be made for they give no information of any thing. That he was 


a member of the Philosophical Society is something; but surely he 
could be but a corresponding member. However, not having 


his life bete, I de geek ber es put ze i n 


Zee t more in The Gentleman's Magazine,” 163 The 


Editor of that Miscellany, in Which Johnson wrote for- several 


years, seems justly to think n 
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make a few observations upon ome of hem and 
insert a few various readings,” oh 19790 


The Life of CowLzr be Wie W as the 
best of the whole, on account of the dissertation | 
which it contains on the Metaphysical Poets. Dry- 
den, whose critical abilities were equal to his po- 
etical, had mentioned them. in his excellent Dedica- 
tion of his Juvenal, but had barely mentioned them. | 
Johnson has exhibited” them at large, with” wack "69 
happy illustration'from their writings, and in 80 Ju- + i 
minous a manner, that indeed he may be allowed 1 


the an merit of 1 and to 4 discovered 10 | 


phere, „ ü a; r i WAN 3 Of | 4 
It is Wade by N vy i cla the | 
works of à poet, that amendments are yeldom - 
made without some token of a rent f but T do not 
find that this is applicable to ptbse. We tall bee 
that though his amendments in this work are for the 
better, there is nothing of the pümue am; the 
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| texture is uniform: and "indeed; what had been ö 
; Er e ellen unfit to bars renin. = 
2 ba i 
E « Aj [foture votaries of] that may hereafter pout | 
| SE On | 
FR 1 Sen, lc e Sa e e OT 4 


„ 10 E ike ee 
is made, and Johnson is there speaking of proze. In his Life of 1 
Dryden, anner 85 0 


 8triking instance of the truth of this remark.] I | A 
! The original reading is endloved in crorchety and the prevent * 
one ij printed in Italicks. | | 1 


1 ; THE LIFE) OF.» ae 
To conreive and execute the ¶agitatiun 2 
ception | pams and the pleaſures of other minds. |. | 
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\ Nei 63 ii; WASTED GOL tts 
"tn the | Life of Warn, Johan gives a distinct 
| narrative of publick affair i in that ya- 
 riegaied period, with strong yet nice. touches of cha- 
mater; and having a fair opportunity to display his 
politiea principles, does it with an unqualified manly 
confidence, and aatisfies his, readers. hom nobly he 
might have executed p Tory Histary of his country. 
So easy is his style in these Lives, that I do not 
recollęet more than.. three; uneommon or learned 
words; one, when giving an aceount of the gpproach 
of Waller s mortal disease, he says, * he-ſaund his 
grow. nid, by using che erpressen bis legs 
ovelled, be would have,  ayoided this; and there 
would have been no impropriety in its being ſol - 


Jowgd by the interesting question to his physician, 
_ « What, that weſſng meant . Another, when he 
| mentions that Pope had emitted proposals; when 
published or issued, would have been more readily 
underitbdld ; and ri when he calls Oltety and 
Dr. Delany, writers both undoubtedly veravious; when 
true, honest, or faithful, might have been 2 806 Jet, 
itt must be owned, that none of these are er too 


big words; that custom would make them seem as 
easy as any others; and that a language is richer | 
and capgble of more beauty of enero, by nag 
Nn Synonimes. 
lis dissertation pf the wtiftrens 01 pes wr 
de awetul — of our holy y religion, though I de 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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not entirely agree with bim, ell the en 
a Fen Fi e err and. Mr 
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bus 10 ba Keble is m 1 2 . Will . 
4 2. 10 be ingertion of thei cames] 
107 Lager] Gig 1 Erst ten thomens bs | 

10 Congratulatin 8 Charles the . on his Leo- 

Tonation] recovered right. : | 

He that has. flattery e for all whom. the | | 

vicissitudes of the world, beppen to exalt, must be | i 


(confessed to degrade e Scorned gre 
tuted mind. 


The ns dente by which Waller bann 4 
distinguish his writings are ge NG 


and dignity. | 
* Blooms to be valued only as whey [ſb] for | 
"1, e . as by pete of vatyrs Toh] | |; 
b supplies. 
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* 2 1 1 4 Minn the hounds: of 
— bevoopened in dellory But of Milton's 1 
great excellence as a poet, where shall we ind sun 1 
a blazon as by the hand of Johnson? I shall select ö 


= the following passage concerning“ | mag 
sf 7? 


ILErar. 52. 


| 4 THE LIFE OF: 

| Faney can hardly forbear to "conjecture" with 
| what temper Milton surveyed the silent progress of 5 
| his work, and marked his reputation stealing its way * 
| | in a kind of subterraneous current, through fear and 

| silence. I cannot but conceive him calm and con- 

| 


fident, little disappointed, not at all dejected,) rely- 


ing on his own merit with steady consciousness, and 
vaiting without impatience, the vicissitudes of opi- 
nion, and the impartiality of a future generation.“ 
Indeed even Dr. Towers, who may be considered 
as one of the warmest zealots of The Revolution So- 
ciety itself, allows, that Johnson has spoken in the 
highest terms of the abilities of that great poet, and 


has bestowed on his principal { comma 35 e 
the most honourable encomiums.” 


That a man, who venerated the/Church 2 Mo- 
en Johnson did, should speak re ab- 


s See c Ai Brgy an the Life, Character, and Writings of Dr. 
Samuel Johnson, London, 1787; which is very well written, 
making a proper allowance for the democratical bigotry: of its au- 
thour; er eee Xt 
opcakcing thus of my illustrious friend © 
* He pollbabentinbntioncy eee which were 
much cultivated by study, and still more by meditation and reflec. 
tion, His memory was remarkably retentiye, his imagination un- 
commonly vigorous, and his judgement keen and penetrating. He 
had a strong sense of the importance of religion; his piety was 
sincere, and sometimes ardent; and his zeal for the interests of virtue 
was often manifested in his con verzation and in his writings. The 
same energy which was displayed in his literary productions was 
exhibited also in his conversation, whith was various, strik ing, and 
instructive — mme 
pointed repartees. r 15 t K+. 
: * His Dictionary, his moral Exays, and ts productions in holte 
| literature, will convey useful instruction, and elegant entertain- 
| WWW 
| Mn: 


4. 5. 1781. Da. JOHNSON. W 
horrence of Milton as a politician, or rather as a 
daring foe to good polity; was surely to be expected: 
vat to those who censure him, I would recommend 
| on Milton g celebrated e 
— when” by the lenity of Charles the Se- 

cond, “ a lenity of which (as Johnson well observes) 
the world has had perhaps no other example, he, who 
had written in justiſieation of the murder of his Sos 
vereign, was saſe under an Act of Oblivion.” No 
sooner is he saſe than he finds himself in danger, 1 
fallen on evil days and evil tongiies, ill durline | 
and with danger compusted round, This darkness, 


had his eyes been better employed; had undoubtedly 
deserved compassion ;/ but to add the mention o | 
danger, was ungrateſul and unjust. He was fallen, 
indeed, on evil days; the time was come in which 1 
regioides could no longer boast their wickedness. But ö 
of evil tongues for Milton to complain, required im- i 
pudenee at least equal to his other powers; Milton, i 
whose warmest advocates must allow, that be 1 
never spared any W of e or n of 1 
insolence. | 5 b 
I have, indeed, often wondered how Milton, “ an 4 
u6rinionioce-dnd/airly Republizen,” "Wink Who | 
in his domestick relations was so severe and arbi- = 
trary, + and whose head was filled with the hardest | 
and most dismal tenets of Calvinism, should have 
been such a poet! Should not only have written with 
sublimity, but with beauty, and even gaiety ; Should 
. have; exquisitely painted the sweetest sensations of 
which our nature is capable; imaged the delicate [ 
bo inde rote love; el seertied to be 1 
" 14 ' | \ 
eee Life of Milan, eps COS 1 
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ol his ghephends poring in the fields upon Milton's Paradise Lot z'* 


| TR II E H ([Arar,q2, 
mated with all the spirit of revelry. It is a proof 
that in the human mind the departments of judge- 
ment and imagination, perception and temper, | may 


sometimes be divided by strong partitions : and that 
the light and shade in the same cbaracter may be 


rr be 


In the. Liſe of Milton, Johnson took occasion to 
poetry; and quotes this apposite illustration of it by 
an ingenious cxitick, that it cen io be vert only 


lo ige oe. Tbe gentleman whom be thus.chatac- 


terises, is (as he tald Mr. | Seward) Mr. Lock; of 
"Norbury Park, in Surrey, whose knowledge and 
taste in the fine arts is universally celebrated; with 
whose elegance of manners the writer of the present 
work has felt himself much impressed, and to whose 


virtues a common ſriend, who! bas known. him long, 


and is not much addicted vob ee d 


beet neee AR! EY: vhs 


0 wild 1 gon IO eee yur Down 199 
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9 Mis Mens thin 5 fg a ed 58 die ming of 
those cheerful senaations which he has described: that on these to- 
Pibks'Ft is the Ber, an} not the man, that writes, er e 
ee nib Abe ba une ef dl Cet ü bil Verde | 
occurted to the late Earl of Hopeton. His Lordship observed one 


and having asked him what book it was, the man answered, 4 An't 
n your Lonkblp, this is's very"odd_cort of an apthour: he 


would fain thyme, but cannot get ate” to 841. 2\ 16a) 


- 


4. 0.4781] Ds, JOHNSON. | 43 
Perhaps no] scarcely: rer e r 
much, and praised so few, ' | 


K eertain Ttescue] enn ſrom deen. 
«> Let me not be censured for this di igrewion, as 
[contracted] pedantick or paratoxical , 1 

ll Socrates rather Was of opinion, Fw D bad 
to learn was how to [obtain — communicate . 


piness] do good and avoid epi. 
Its elegance e ame i ht PREY 
able. 
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execution of the Life of Dseypzx, which we have 
seen! was one of Johhon's: literary prajbets at an 
early period, and which it is remarkable, that after 
desisting from it, from a supposed scantiness of ma- 


terials, he should, at an en age, have On 
80 amply. NN Ly, 


. His defence of eee the iliberal 
attacks upon him, as if his embracing the Roman 
Catholick communion had been a time: serving mea 
sure, is a piece of reasoning at once able and candid. 
Indeed, Dryden himself, in his Hind and Panther, 

hath given such a picture of his mind, tliat they 


who know the anxiety for repose as to the aweful - 
subject of our state beyond the grave, though they 


may think his opinion e wan Anne 
ritably of his sentiment: 


ur, 
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44 3 THE LIFE OF [rar. 72. 
© Thy done in deere in the abyas of light, 
« A blaze of glory that forbids the sight. 

.< 0 }.teach me to believe thee thus „ 
And earch no farther than thyself reveal d; 
e But Her alone for my director take, | 

; « Whom thou hast promis d never to forsake. 

| « My thoughtless youth was wing'd with vain de o 
ft} 7 sires; 641 

My manhood long inidtadl by inn ring fires, 


* ao eden a ik ighs; and when der gimp as 


| gone, 
My pride airuck ont new sparkles of her own. 


Such was I, such by Nature still I am; © | 


ge thine the glory; and be mine the shame. 


Good life be now my task: my doubts are done; 


N What wer elt shock my faith nen 


| F 
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In 2 Dryden g 1 | Jokneon b we given, 
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though I suppose unintentionally, some touches of 


his own. Thus: The power that predominated in 
his intellectual operations was rather strong reason 
than quick sensibility. Upon all occasions that were 
presented, he studied rather than felt; and produced 
sentiments not such as Nature enforces, but medi- 


tation supplies. With the simple and elemental 


passions as they spring separate in the mind, he 
seems not much acquainted. He is, therefore, with 


all his variety of excellence, not often pathetick; and 

had. 80 little sensibility of the power of effusions 
purely natural, that he did not esteem them, in 
others. It may indeed be observed, chat in all the 
numerous writings of Johnson, whether in prose or 


verse, and even in * of which the sub- 


" \ 


4. b. 1781.] 
ject is the distress of — Prindag het | 
W that ever enn Shale 


4681 eqn nnr e ago: 


þ Lit if ii ver, 


3.3 . a 


e perusal, Addison has 


. Variow Readings in — 


1.6 «The besen of this 


attempted to [find in] derive fromthe delight which 


the mind eee. * 


e His best actions are 'but {0 HE 
of  wickedness. N n 75 


* 
7159 D aeg enn * * $2735 5 


4 4 


« When, once he had engaged. Wel 8 Abe, 
tak [matter], thoughts flowed in on cither, de. 
The abyes of an un-ideal Temptinese] vucanq. 
* Theae like [many other harlots, lr ee . 
ether nen, bad bis Jove though, not his approbation:” 
He Lsometimes displays! descends ts e * 
knowledge with pedantick mentalen. 1% 


4 


. then weed in}. % a 


then crept into Cena PP 


25050 ee Bie $0”s 
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The, Life of, Pons un mal ales e 
amore, both from the 8 Aich der 
writer had taken of his mind, dent Hein 
which he must "have felt, in for Eber silengitig all 
attempts to lessen his. poctical fame, by demon- 


strating his excellence, and pronouncing the following 


triumphant evlogium'+—* Aker all this, it ig ufer, 
su to answer the question hut has ones 


been asked, Whether Pope was 4 pockf Shy 


than -by:acking in retum, If Pope be. nat, #.poek, 


where” is poetry to be wund? To circumscrihe 
poetry by [8 denne / will oni aden the dennen 


* * * 2 is * 
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Di. JOHNSON, 
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PPR ULFE OF! Larar- va ; 
ednet though a definition which shall ex- 
_ clude Pape will not casily be made. Let us look 
round upon the Present time, and back upon the 
past; let us enquire. whom the voice of mankind . 
bas decreed the wrea ad of poctry; Tet their produc- 
tiohs--þe,exeniined; -ahd- their claims stated, and che 
pretensions of Pope will be nd mura disputed. 
1 eee, eee x. Jahuson say,“ Sit 
Fears, may elapse before there. shall ap- 
mm ns power of verification equal 
to that of Pope.” That power must undoubtedly 
be allowed its due hits in ntanicing che value of 
KR ENDING e Fan cl 
abusof whe bad done liboral nstice to Worbur- 


his edition of Shakspeare, * ps . | 
* IT the Th of that pow priter, with 


| grea cater liberality took an. , in the life 
7 P08 pe, Uf paying de tribute due to him when he 
_ was no longer in High! plice, bir numbered with 
. the dead. nad? 39" 4 d f e 7 dart 


nen Dien 


3 Of Johnoon's conduct wow Wako arburton, a very honow 
3 LN 


 Warburtonian, not uno the Ce 

Works, :| After: an ablz.and * . 
eongidoerigion. of Weszarten's characters he can © Into i 

ECT rh oh eqns of Ks 


testi 
E of Been ment, 
Iphnsbn 86 we all: know; was-a qagacious but a most deere judge. 
duch was hin Gigcernihents; that he pieneed into sbe ma Secret 
Wings ect en J and 1 — | 


of 
5 Derr 


and 00 proud to truckly' 
aue bim, und as etery * ende | 
known, — I. mean, both ſcom his own writing, and * 1 20 
. dissented from his prinei 'or ho ent 


"i 
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reputgtion I But, eee 
* only once, en bey 


2 ren withay ae. 5 


He suppresied not che imperfections of this ' extramidinary man; 
ras ffs * ue 
| mours of ki enemies; 


of his reputation, boneatly acquired by tearning and 
robs el 15 a nit by hr iberality. Be 


r . OHNBOV. 5 
It seems strange, chat two such mem as. Jehan 
and Warburton} Who lived in the same 
annoy should- not only not have been du au de- 

intimacy, but been alinost unac- 


b al 


Fas 2udmoccs np 13 v0} owonk low ;oboadl 


from the e ; 


ps — _— rr pe — 
genins, Jotmsgh! bas done rin and ably, whighz>by 
hp Eg og el FE ld ings» 

| whom more, 414; attempts might have 
. not b;therts been done at all. He pk well « 
— without instilting chose whom Warburton degpived, 


while be-endeayoured 10 do juice 10 his numerous and. 


end Aae ain tt 
proved ＋ I us editor's eulogy on my departed 


bird, bor hich L warmly thank här, let me W err 


bf invidituely dragging again into ligut certain wit. 


e. talems, his lenming, his «marion 
and his age, which wre published a great many eu ag, and ave 


been thx eee Bug when 
cqnaidered that these writings were, not uin: of youths but deli- 
works of one well-advanced in life, overflowing ar dhe With 
Fs 2 great man of great interest in the Ohufchy- and with 
vnjue and zorimanious abuse of tu men f em nent merit; and 


ng 7 07 


apology whatey ex ha TRI? 
nr 4 70 ſervour of 


5 — 
oilionilypetvengripg;?)., When be alone the ghafts .in in es 
ww eee e e 


not generous to become an indignant avenger ?- 


. been unreasgnable money, paar 
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quaimtell. But such instancts, though. we must : 

mad en. arg; not re — . in⸗ | 

i Landes well known for her elegant — : 

| eminent characters together. SD he inter- | i 

i % pen to 'be mutual] 7 1 elk en 1 b 

i F 4 e chai gal 2bo; | 
rt; son, 1 admire him, but Lea a this.gtyile.:” 


and that Johnson being told of this, id, 4 That is 
exactly iy case 88 to him.“ The manfler in which 
be e od his admiration of. the, cute 7 „Wat 
| burton 8. genius and of the variety of. d | 
vas, The table is always ſull, Sir. Le brings f 
things fam the north, and the south; und ſtom every 
quarter,” In his ' Divitie Legation, you are always 
entertained. He carries you round d round, withe 
out carrying you ſorward to the point ; but then you 
have no wish to be enrried forward,” He aid to 
the Reverend Mr. Stuhan, “ WarBtiftot '  pertiaps 
the last man who Bas written with, a mag full of 
220 reading and reflection. i A bt EP: 2085+ 2 5250 * e od 
e i remarkable, that in the Lise of. Broome, - 
Johnson takes "notice? of Dr. Warburton using 4 
woe of expreasion which be himeelf Used, and that 
dvr idem, 40 the great offence. of those who.did 
INS not know him. oo, to mention a note, 
deiii che reer ee 
©. * thy, zxociated tranalators 'of The Odywey,”” he 


J 


593% . Dr. Warburtan told, mne, in his, warm, len- 
_ he thought: the relation given in the nate 
LE To» " The language is warm fudesd; and, I. must 2 
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A. d. 1981] Da. ] OUNSON; 09 | 
regard to the established forms of speech. Johnson 


dad accustomed himself to use the word lie, to . 
press a mistake or an errour in relation; in short, 


when the thing wat not 50 as told, tbough the relator 


did not mean to deceive. When he thought there 


was intentional falsehood in the relator, n 


sion was, He lies, and he tnm˙ he liess.. 


Speaking of Pope's not having dn e 


"_ in conversation, Johnson observes, that “ tra- 


ditional memory retains no sallies of raillery, oꝶ sen- 
tences of observation; nothing either pointed or 


solid, wise or merry; and that one apophthegm only 


is recorded. In this vespect, Pope died 


from Johnson, whose conversation was, 


more admirable than even his writings, however en- 


cellent.. Mr. Wilkes has, however, favoured me 
with one repartee of Pope, of which Johnaon was 


not informed. Johnson, aſter justly. gensuring him 
for having © nursed: in his mind a foolish dis-esteem 


of Kings,“ tells us, © yet a little regard shewn him by 


- the Prince of Wales melted his obduracy ; and be 
had not much to say when he was asked by his 


Royal Highness, how he could love a Prince, while he 


 disliked Kings?” The answer which Pope made, 


was, © The young lion is harmless, and even play- 
ful; but when his claws bmp pt cog poet 


PA dreadful, and mischievous,” _. 
But although we have no collection of Pope's ga- 


ings; it is not therefore to be concluded, that he was 
not agreeable in social interoourse; for Johnson has 


been heard to say, that * the happiest conversation is 


| that of which nothing is distinctly remembered but a 
gel es OE RE ks WP 
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50 THE-LIFE'OF' [rar. 72. 
Lord :8omerville,* who zww. much both of great and 
brilliant life, told me, that he had dived in company 
| 5 8 with Pope, and that after dinner the /ittle man, as he 
38 culled hut; drank "his boule of Burgundy and was 
* *  exebbdiighy gay und entertaining. 
2 — 8 
of at least culpable innttentibn, to a nobleman, Wbo 
ir has been shewn, behaved to him with uncommon 
paebitehesl He guys, © Except Lord Bathurst, none 
of Pope's noble friends were such as that a good man 
1 Would wih to eve his intimacvawith them known to 
This will not apply to Lord Mansfield, 
vn Wwab not ennobled itv-Pope's life. time; but John- 
__ $66 should have recoltected, that Lord Marchmont 
us one of those noble friends. He includes his 
5 Dordzhip along wir Lord Bolingbroke, in a charge 
. of negleet of the papers which Pope left by his will; 
wen, in truck, as I myself pointed out to him, before 
be wrote chat poet's life, the papers were © committed = 
to Me vole” auer in jullgrment of Lord Bolingbroke, © 
_ Ihe (Lord Bolingbtoke) ball mot survive mes” = 
- 86 that Lord Marchmont bad no concern” whatever 
wich them” After the fir xitionf the Lives, Mr 
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| 
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| 


8 24 eee ee ee ene ene es ; 
EINE ville's kirdness/ to we, at a very early period. He. was the firſt 
5 person of high rank that took particular notice of me in the way 
moſt flat tering to a young man, fondly ambitioiis of being distin- 
gulshed for hip Nitersry talents; and by the honour of hivencourage- | 
went made me (think well of mytelf, and aspire to deserve it 
better. r 


n * edge; of the world. in short remarks and 7 | 
1 E gravity, that was exceedingly engaging. | 1 1 
1 orget the . hours which Terijoyed with him at his ene 


the Royal Palace of Hely-Nood Houte, ud at his sest near Bdin- = 


1 
| : 
„ burgh, which be himself had formed with an elegant taste. 
i| 
1 pe 
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Malone, whose love of justice is equal to his accu 
racy, made, in my hearing, the same remark to John- 
son; yet he omitted to correct. the erroneous state- 


ment. These particulars I mention, in dhe belief 


that there was only forgetfulness in my friend; but 


I owe this much to the Earl of Marchmont's reputa- 
tion, who, were there no other memorials, will be 


| immortalied by that None. of Pope, in the verses on 
his Grotto: | 


Ke And the bright flame was hot trough March- 


© mont's soul. * 


Variour readings in * Lifcef en | 


4 [Somewhat free} «ficiently bald in his criticism. 


All the gay [niceties] varieties of diction, 


te Strikes the imagination with far [more] greater ; 
| force. 


« It is [probably] l the noblest version of 


poetry which the world has ever seen. 


Every sheet enabled him to write the next with 
[les trouble ] more farility. 


„No man sympathizes with [ravity en 


the sorrows of vanily. 
It had been [criminal] les 8 exciued.. 


When he 1 to lay down] ralked of * | 


mg down his pen. 


“Society [is so named emphatically | in opposition 


to] politically regulated, is a state cotra-distinguis 


rom a state of nature. 


« A fictitious life of an [absurd] infatuated scholar. 
* A foolish [contempt, e dusesteem of 
Kings... is 
z hopes and; fears, is joys aod does [were 
Wi Ras % It 8 
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like those a de purines, __ "nay . Neue 


mind. 
11 Eager to pursue knowledge and attentive to 
[accumulate] retain it. 


A mind ae active, ambitious and ad. 
venturous. 


E In its [noblest] widest werbe. an longing to | 


go forward. 

He wrote in ach a manner as ; might * 
him to ſew [neglects] hazards. 
The [reasonableness] juszice of my determina- 
tion. 


- * A [favourite] delicious employment of the poets. 


More terrifick and more powerful 0 | 


phantoms perform on the stormy ocean. _ 
© The inventor, of af is pe [beings] us. 


tion. © 


be [mind] hears muh loves truth,” 


In the Life of ern we find 40 et 


' account of his having lent Steele a hundred pounds, 


and © reclaimed his loan by an execution.” In the 
new edition of the Biographia Britannica, the authen- 
ticity of this anecdote is denied. But Mr. Malone 


has obliged me with the — note e ä 


it — 


 « Many pemons having doubts concerning this 


fact, I applied to Dr. Johnson to learn on what au- 
| thority he asserted it. He told me, he had jt from 
Sayage, who lived in intimacy with Steele, and who 
mentioned, that Stcele told him the story with tears 


in his eyes — Ben Victor, Dr. Johnson said, likewise 


informed him of this remarkable transaction, from 
the relation of Mr. Wilkes the 3 who was 


- ——ͤ— 539 i — 


A. b. 1781.] Ds. JOHNSO N. 53 
also an intimate of Steele's—Some in defence of 


Addison, have said, that the act was done with the 
natured view of rousing Steele, and correcting 
that profasion which always made him necessitous.” 
If that were the case, (said Johnson,) and that he 
only wanted to alarm Steele, he would afterwards 
have returned the money to his friend, which it is not 
pretended he did. This, too, (he added,) might 
be retorted by an advocate ſor Steele, who might al- 
ledge, that he did not repay the loan intentionally, 


merely to see whether Addison would be mean and 
ungenerous enough to make use of legal process to 


recover it. But of such speculations there is no end: 


we cannot dive into the hearts of men: bur n 5 


actions are open to observation.“ 


« I then mentioned to him that some 3 35 


thought that Mr. Addison's character was so pure, 


that the fact, /hough true, ought to have been sup- 
pressed. He saw no reason for this. If nothing 
but the bright side of characters should be shewu, 
we should sit down in despondency, and think it ut- 
terly impossible to imitate them in any thing. The 
sacred writers (he observed) related the vicious as 


well as the virtuous actions of men; which had this 
moral effect, that it kept mankind from despair, into 
which otherwise they would naturally fall, were they 
not supported by the recollection that others had of- 


fended like themselves, and by penitence and amend. | 


ment of life had ren, restored to the favour of Hea- 
ven. 
March ig, hen. 2 e EM 
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tance; and I request that my readers may consider 
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THE LIFE' OF IArar. 72. 
; with re attention. It will be e 


_ Farious mn be the be of Ane, | 
«oe, But he was our first great example] He was, 
however, one of our earliest examples of nn. 
« And [overlook] despise their masters. | 
His instructions were such as the lente + ann 
ter of his [own time] readers made I necessary] proper. | 
His purpose was to diffuse] iaſuse literary curio- 


sity by gentle aud unsuspected conveyance Tamong! 1 


into the gay, the idle, and the wealthy. FIG Net 
Framed rather * * that See are learning 


to Write. ohr 


ſore composed ſor that amiable man, without ever 
writing it down, but which he was so. good as, at my 


request, to dictate an een, 


- 


i 
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” Domestick [manner] 16H 0 
en ee 


In his Life of PARNELL; 1 wonder that 1 
omitted to insert an Epitaph which he had long be- 


preserved. ow 114 Eben of leona vhs: 
 « Hie requiesct Wee Pains, 8 $ 7. 75 
« Qui carerdos pariter et poet, . 


Urasgus partes ita implevit, * 


* Ut neque gacerdoli Suavitas poet, ' xÜZN avs it 


*. 2 f 


55 Nec poetæ Sacerdolis sanclitas, deesset.“ 


Various readings in the Life of PaünELL. ny = | 
About three years [after] afterwards. 


Did not mack eat was in no «Mor weed fi im- 


provement. 
* Bar hi property id wt la lg [was clouded 
| 1 


: 74 \ 
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| 4. b. 1781, Da. IOHNSON. | $5. 
by that which took away all his powers of enjoying 
cither profit or pleasure, the death of his wiſe, Whom 
he is said to have lamented wich such sorrow, as 


was now approaching. 
In the —— mmi, as 
it is less ary, is leas pleasing. oY 


In the Life of BLACKMORE, we > fad "has Hie 
reputation generously cleared hy Johnson from the 
cloud of prejudice which the * of contempo- | 
rary wits had raised around jt. In this beans +l 


TY" 


burgh. __....- 
We trace —.— s own POSE, in * "OR 
tions on Blackmore's magnanimity as an authour- 
The incessant attacks of his enemies, whether 
serious or merry, are never digcoyered to have dis- 
turbed bis quiet, or to have lessened his confidence 
in himself.“ Johnson, I recollect, once told me, 
laughing heartily, that he understood it had been aid 
of him, He appears not to feel; but when he is 
alone, depend upon it, be ouſffers $adh.” I am as cer- 
| tain as I Ca be of any man's real sentiments, that he 
enjoyed the perpethal "_ wy dy * as 
evidences. of his fame: 100 | {9 To 


|  Farious readings in the Life & BLackans, | 
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56 | THE LIFE OF” [rar. 72. 
He likewise lestablished] — * W 2 
Relation: ie 10 Hiss if; 
00 [Kindness] benevolence n ee | 
His practice, which "nas ny dercn 
r great. 
There is scarcely any Ane efdivadiulibawe 
| [of] which he has not [shewn] 4aught his ——— 
[it is to be opposed] to ohe. 
Ol this [contemptuous] indecent TEE 
Ae wrote] but produced . a 2 a; A 
different kin. | 
Ar lesst Lutte] compiled With e 
Faults which many tongues: {were Lee 
eee e 
But though he [bad not] alis ee Yue Cs much 
critical knowledge. 030 
© He [used] « waited for no felicities of fancy,” WY 
„ Or had ever elevated his mind] views to that 
ideal perfection which, every [mind] genius born to 
excel | s condemned always t to TROY and neyer oyer= _ 
take. | A 19488 | FISHER 136 
„ The [first great] mdamental princi dof wis- 
dom and of virtue.“ en ene, 


an Ih tt HO icht 1 


eee in the-Lifa of Parrans; 10 aig. 
* „Eis desde [rival] ani, P. 
They { have not often much] are not Zante win 
thought, 8 

bc dan Fadi: . [wilt not be 
denied to have reached] found the art of gg. tou 
ny of the Theban Rd.” Ot IO 


* 


255 0 Various readings in the Life Canan! q 


"« Congreve'! s conversation must surely haye been 
at least equally pleasing with his writings. ao 


ein e 
YL 
| 


lte ef eurer allimice to le. ge of 115) 19a din 


knowledge of f 


At the 


sem 


1 the Liße ol e 


Auers preference ol bis 


4. b. Rey bund | 57 
Ill apparently [requires] pre-mppoces's" au 
character. 210- 04 hs 
KReciprocation of [similes] conteits. . 
The dialogue is quick and [various] W 
Love ſor Love; à comedy [more . From 


The genera chareer of Ns micltnes hat 


they shew little wit and Ino] lle virtue. 


eder ee de beg van tho le 


66 h y bt n -4 2 1 * 4 oe 2 "i 


odds 2 — nals 


Lengede tis hed to peruse it. Sr 
] arrrvatof King Genre 

« Fiction Tuner) dd tompronded of 
Grecian deities and N faries,” 
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Aol — in ths tiſu of | 


For [another] a different pupbm 20. ant o, cava 


NN [A furious] an unnecessary and outra 


1 Which bJ'* that de called and! 


XI. 4 1 BI 1 . 2 Nu.? 


liberty. . „aid Foren with » Way x Wr 22 * a0 27 
A A eee ee tradicts 
„ Warburton's feensure] objections. abet v hoffettdes; 

« His rage [for liberty] of pitriotiom: ern a> H 
Nr. Dyson with [#26al] un ardour of Tow 


ship,”. A 97 wy anon eff roy Met ns | 1 1 
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been not favourably disposcd towards that noblemgn.. 
Mrs. 28 chat be was offended 
dsp to Hints 1 


en e * 1 FT :e 2 


Lee alt af daes ae in dh k of Mg hits aan 
date for female fayour ; Mr, Petes Garrick assHtEd me; thit 2 
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by no means join in the censure bestowed by John- 
son on his Lordship, whom he calls © poor Lyttel- 
ton,” for returning thanks to the Critical Reviewers, 
ſor having kindly commended” his Dialogues of 
the Dead. Such * acknowledgements (says my 
friend) never can be proper, since they must be paid 
1 for Justice. In my opinion, the 
most upright man, who has been tried on a false ac- 
ousation, may, When he is acquitted, make a bow to 
his jury. And when those who, are so much the ar- 
| biters of literary merit, as in a considerable degree to 
» influence the publick' opinion, review an authour's 
Work, placido lumine, hen I am afraid mankipd in 
general are better pleased with severity, he 3 
nn m.. NM 


| 4. 15 . 
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. Various == in the Life of — 


« He solaced Thilzelſ} eee lg 
poem to nne WN eee 
. Arr. 95 Eee Tanten was ts HE S685" þ K * 
nan. eee 
where imellectual pleasure 3 is communicated to a susceptible mind; 
' and:that Johnson was capable of feeling the moſt delicate and dis- 
interested uttuchmegt, appears from the following letter, which is 
published by Mrs. Tae eee neee | 
amen e e . 


| 

| | 

F  THB-LIFB or (er. 91. 
| 


— _ 
4 q — 8 * > 1 „k « * 
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* 


22 err 43 W du rar. ft 1 12 
1 | 1 4 MADAM, * f e neg. 
8 « Thoben I am afraid your illness leaves you little leisure 


che receplicn'df airy civilities, yet cannot forbear do pay you my 
on the new year; and to declans my wisbes that 

dwarf year ta cne may be many and happy, In this wich, in« 
| Ade. sech | include myself, who have none but you. on whom my heart 
| |  repoges; yet surely 1 wish your — —— eituation 
| 1 n ER 


n ge 
, 


2 
* 


good imitation of Jobnson; it has all his pomp with- 
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The production rather [of a mind that means 

well than thinks wigorously] as it seems Fenn | 

of and rather 2 than composibions. "x Gi 
Jy [Found the way] ane to perwuade.” . aa 


atv the introduction — hig 2 examination of 
che genius and writings: of Youxs, be did Mr; Her- 
bert Croft, then a Barrister of Lincoln's- inn, now a 
clergyman, the honour to adopt a Life of Young 
written by that gentleman, who. was the friend of 
Dr. Young's son, and wished to vindicate him from 
some very erroneous remarks to his prejudice. Mr. 
Croft's performance was subjected to the revision f 
Dr. Johnson, a5.appexrs from dann. e de 
Mr. John Nichols? 0 
This Liſe of Dr. Young. was written by a friend, 
of his son. What is crased. with black is expunged 
by the authour, what is crossed with red is expunged 
by me. If you find any thing more that can be well 
omitted, I shall not be sorry to see it yet shorter. 
It has always appeared to me to have a contider- 
able share of merit, and to display a pretty guccessful 
imitation, of Johnson's style. When I mentioned 
tis to a very eminent literary character, he oppOed 
me vehemently, exclaiming, No, no, it is nat a 


out his forge; it has all the nodosities of the oak with⸗ 
out its strength. This was an image so happy, that 
one might have thought he would phy je 
with as but he was not. And setting his mind 
beserq off 4611 e U b2 ie K ee e e 1 | 
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. TAE LIFE'OF Cerar. 72. 
to work, he added, with exquisite felicity, It 
has all the contortions of 0 +96 nrx the i inspi- 
ration.“ 


Mr. Croft very We y cons; us agent bs 


ging that Young was a-gloomy man; and mentions, 
that © his parish was indebted to the good-humour of 


the authvur of the © Night Thoughts' for an Assembly 
and a Bowling-Green.” & letter from a noble fo- 
reigner is quoted, in which he is id to uy been 


3 pleasant in conversation“ 


Mr. Langton, who frequently visited bim ladrms A 
me, that there was an air of benevolence in his man- 


ner, but that he could obtain from him less informa- 
tion than he had hoped to receive from one who had 


IFived so much in intercourse with the brightest men 


of what has been called the Augustan age of Eng- 


land: and that he shewed a degree of eager curio- 


sity concerning” the common occurrences that were 
then passing, which: appeared somewhat remarkable 
in a man of such intellectual stores, of such an ad- 


75 vanced age, and who bad retired from: life wien _ 


clared disappoĩntment in his expectations. 
An instance at once of his pensive turn of hin; 

and his cheerfulness of temper, appeared in a little 
story which he hirnself told to Mr. Langton, when 
they were walking in his garden: © Here (said he) 


Thad put a handsome sun- dial, with this inseription, 
zen fugates! which (peaking with a smile) was 
dy verified, for by the next morning my dial had 

been carried off * u ot AH 96a Hog mY 


Heiten tid LITRES an #. 408 paw: tid. 31 We: Eu 


4, Thelate Mr, James Ralph told Lord Macartney, that he persed 


is 3h an evening with Dr, Young at Lord Meloombe's (then Mr, Doding- 
ton) at Hammersmith. The Doctor happening to go ost into the 


; garden, Mr, Dodington observed to him, on his return, that it was 


* 6 ” 
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It gives me much pleasure to observe, that how: | 
ever Johnson. may have casually talked, yet when he 
its, as © an ardent” judge zealous to his trust, giving 
sentence” upon the excellent works of Young, he - 
allows them the high praise to which they are justly - 
entitled. The Universal Passion (says he) is indeed | 
a very great performance, his distichs have the 
weight of solid sentiment, and = en che _ | 
ness of resistless truth.) 17 
But I was most anxious concerning Johrison's * | 
cCision upon © Night Thoughts,” which I esteem as 4 
mass of the grandest and richest poetry that human 
genius has ever produced; and was delighted to find 
this character of that work: © In his Night Thoughts} 
he has exhibited a very wide display of original poe- 
try, variegated with deep reflections and striking al- 
lusions; a wilderness of thought, in which the fert: 
lity of fancy scatters flowers of every hue and of | 
every odour. This is one of the few poems in which | 
blank verse could not be changed for rhime but with 
disadyantage.” And afterwards, ** Particular lines 
are not to be regarded; the power is in the whole; 
and in the whole there is a magnificence like that 
ascribed to Chinese plantation, the nnn ot 
vast extent and endless diversity. 
Baut there is in this Poem not only all that gebs 
so well brings in view, but a power of the Pathetick 
beyond almost any example that I have seen. He 
who does not feel his nerves shaken, and his heart 
pierced by many passages in this extraordinary work, 
particularly by that nr ee describes | 
a dreadful gight, as in truth, it wk 8 n 


rain and wind. No, Sir, * * * 
un Tia Loan is Arete, 


ETAL 
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the gradual torment suffered by the contemplation of 
an object of affectionate attachment, visibly and cer- 


tainly decaying into dissolution, must be of a hard 


and obstinate frame. 
Jo all the other excellencies of « Ni oh Thoughts” 


| los add the great and peculiar one, that they con- 


tain not only the noblest sentiments of virtue, and 


contemplations on immortality, but the Christian Sa- 


erifice; the Divine Propitiation, with all its interesting 


circumstances, and consolations to <a wounded spi- 
rit, solemnly and poctically displayed in such imagery 
and language, as cannot fail to. exalt, animate, and 


soothe the truly pious. No book whatever can be 


recommended to young persons, with better hopes o, 
doensoning their minds with e e ee * 
Tones“ Nienr Troveonrs,” | 


. that-John- 
son had a certain degree of prejudice against that ex- 


traordinary man, of which I have elsewhere had o- 


casion to speak. Mr. Thomas Sheridan imputed it 
to a supposed apprehension in Johnson, that Swift 


had not been sufficiently active in obtaining for him 
an Irish degree hen it was solicited, but of this 
there was not sufficient evidence; and let me not 
presume to charge Johnson with injustice, because 


be did not think so highly of the writings of this au- 


thour, as I have done from my youth upwards. Yet 


that he had an unfavourable bias is evident, were it 
only from that passage in which he speaks of Swift's 


practice of saving, as, first ridieulous and at last 
| detestable;” and yet after some examination. of cir- 


.cumstances, finds himself obliged to own, that © it 


will Pokey appear that he only liked one thode of 
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expence beiter than another, and saved merely that 
he might have something to give. 

One observation which Johnson makes in Swiſt's 
life should be often inculcated: © It may be justly 


supposed, that there was in his conversation what 
appears 89 frequently in his letters, an affectation of 


familiarity, with the great, an ambition of momentary 
equality, sought and enjoyed by the neglect of those 
ceremonies which custom has established as the bar- 
riers between one order of society and another, This 


trausgression of regularity was by himself and his ad- 


mirers termed great ness of soul; but a great mind 


disdains to hold any thing by courtesy, and thereſore 
never usurps what a lawful claimant may take away. 


He that encroaches on another's dignity puts himself 


in his power; he is either repelled - with helpless in- 
meh Wr 


Hat - Parious readings in the Life of Swart. 
Charity may be persuaded to think that it might 


be written by a man of 4 e e lee charac- h 


ter, without ill intention. 

He did not ¶ disown] deny.it. = 

[To] by. whose kindness it is not unlikely chat 
he was {indebted for] aduanced to his benefices. 


Wich] for this purpose he had recourse to Mr. TE 


Rp 


Nth hays rp hate.' 


Harley was slow because he was Crew] 


Aub. 

When readers were not many] we were nat ye 
a nation of readers, . 

wy TE man who] he that could say he knew Toy 


« Sharpe, whom he [roprezonts] bag as we 


2 n 4 1 1 . * . nr dou? * - 
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« Every man of known influence has so many 
[more] petitions [than] which he [can] cannot grant, 
that he must necessarily offend. more khan he n 
a eee e ee 5d bluode a) 
Ecclesiastical preferments] l L. 55 * 
5  * Swiſt [procured] contrived an interview. © 
[As a writer] I. N n en given — 
er ee 3 0 eee 
<« On all common occasions * babiteally' le 
-$umes] affects a style of ¶superiority] arrogance.” 
-_ « By the [omis8ion] neglect of those ceremonies. 
That their merits filled the world p or my 
there was We er for] A eu M ee 


I have not confined myvcl(, to Wen 
| « Lives,” in making my few remarks.. Indeed a dif- 

Grote order is observed in the original publication, 
and in the collection of Johnson's Works. And 

should it be objected, that many of my various read- 
ings are inconsiderable, those who make the objection 
will be pleased to consider, that such small particulars 
are intended for those who are nicely critical in com- 
position, to whom they will be, an ne Nate 
tion. 

1 N 0 ene which are 8 
quoted and reſerred to in Johnson's Lives of the 
Poets,” are in a manuscript collection, made by the 
1 Mr. Joseph Spence,“ containing a number 
* Fenn concerning eminent men. To. _ 


„Erbe Rer. joseph 8 0 M. * of Gr Great Horwood i 
A rb and Prebendary of Durham, died at Byfleet in 
Surrey, August 20, 1768. He was a fellow of New | College in 
Oxford, and held the office of ee. Ge W 
from 1728 to 1738. 4 
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anecdote is marked the name of the person on whose 
authority it is mentioned. This valuable collection 

is the property of the Duke of Newcastle, who upon 


the application of Sir Lucas Pepys, was pleased to 


permit it to be put into the hands of Dr. Johnson, 
who I am sorry to think made but an aukward return. 


Great assistance (says he) has been given me by 


Me. Spence's Collection, of which I consider the 
communication as a favour worthy of publick acknow- 
ledgement;” but he has not owned to whom he was 
obliged; so that the nnn is 8 
3 his Grace. 

While the world in general was filled wich admi- 
ration of Johnson's * « Lives of the Poets,” there-were 
narrow. circles in which prejudice and resentment 


were fostered, and from which attacks of different 
sorts issued against him.? By some violent Whigs 


he was arraigned of injustice to Milton; by some 
Cambridge men of depreciating Gray; and his ex- 
pressing with a dignified freedom what he really 


thought of George, Lord Lyttelton, gave offence to 


some of the friends of that nobleman, and particularly 


produced a declaration of war against him from Mrs. 


Montagu, the ingenious Essayist on Shakspeare, 
between whom and his Lordship a commerce of re- 
ciprocal compliments had long been carried on. In 
this war the smaller powers in alliance with him were 


From this disreputable class, I except an ingenious though not 


satisfactory defence of Hammonv, which I did not zee till lately, by 


the favour of its authour, my amiable friend, the Reverend Mr. Be- 
vill, who published it without his name. It is a juvenile perform- 
ance, but elegantly written, with classical enthusiasm of sentiment, 


and yet with a becoming modesty, and great respect for Dr. John- 


son. . . 0 
A P 


- 


wenn 
r Ir ogy + 2 dk aces 444 


„ 


. 5 A m > ˙Ü—˙C—DO½ —˙¹nr !! e oo erm 
4 8 2 N — * A 3 by _ 3 2 = ” — 
” - 3 * — — Als co wates A _ 
1 . 4s — 5 - — 
* 
* 


66 THE LITE OF” [Frar. 572. 


of course- led to engage, at least on the deſensive, and 
thus I for one, was excluded from the enjoyment of 


«© A Feast of Reason, such as Mr. Cumberland bas 


described; with a keen, yet just and delicate pen, in 
his Oßs RVE. These minute inconveniencies 
gave not the least disturBance to Johnson. He no- 


bly said; when I talked to him of the feeble, though 


shrill outery which had been raised, © Sir, I consider- 
ed myself as entrusted with a certain portion of 
truth. I have given my opinion IR vr 
shew where they think me wrong. 

While my friend is thus in 10 the 5 
dour derived from bis last and perhaps most admira- 


ble work, I introduce him with peculiar propricty as the 


correspondent of Warren HASTTN Gs! a man whose 
regard teflects dignity even upon Jonxs ox; a man, 
the extent of whose abilities was equal to that of his 
power; and who, by those who are fortunate enough 
to know him in private life; is admired for his litera - 
ture and taste, and beloved for the candour, modera· 


tion, and mildness of his character. Were I capable 
of paying a suitablo tribute of admiration to him, I 


should certainly not withhold it at a moment when 
it is not possible that I should be suspected of being 
an interested flatterer. But how weak would be my 


voice after that of the millions whom he governed. 


His condescending and obliging compliance with 
my Solicitation, I with humble gratitude acknow- 
ledge; and while by publishing his letter to me, ac- 


companying the valuable communication, T do emi- 


nent honour to my great friend, I shall entirely disre- 


n e e that mi in some 


1 * 6.33; S 


. Thien o. 


r 


3 hs "0" * _ 2 4 ” — * A _ So" * ” 
a 
l A Kh 2 4 eh 5 7 EO * ? * - 4 5 
r ͤ :éU—... « ⁰r-.˙§—r˙¼,r ß ⅛ ˙1ꝛ-m̃ ˙ N ã.̃ ͤʃm.. 7 ˙¹ U Wo "0" F 1 * 


ai b. 278. D. JOHNSON, 67 


degree participate in the honour, I have, at the same 
time, ns IE of my Own nd in view. 


40 JAMES noon tia, ESQ. 


d gin, h un Park. lane, Dee. 2, 1790. 
44 SUL 7 nav been fortunately spared the ttouble- 
rhe suspense of a long search, to which, in per- 
fortnance of my promise, I had devoted this morning, 
by lighting upon the objects of it among the first pa 
pers that I laid my hands on: my veneration for 
your great and good friend, Dr. Johnson, and the 
pride, or I hope something of a better sentiment, 
which I indulged in possessing such memorials of his 
good will towards me, having induced me to bind 
them in a parcel containing other select papers, and 
labelled with the titles appertaining to them. They 
.cbnisist but of three letters, which I believe were all 
that I ever received from Dr. Johnson. Of these, 
one, which was written in quadruplicate, under the 
different dates of its respective dispatches, has already 
been made publick, but not from any communication 
of mine. This, however, I have joined to the rest ; 
and have now the pleasure of sending them to you 
for the use to which you —— me it was yout 
desire to destine them. 
« My promise was pledged wiey the condition, 
that if the letters were found to contain any thing 
which should render them improper for the publick 
eye, you would dispense with the performance of it. 
You will have the goodness, I am sure, to pardon 
my recalling this stipulation to your recollection, as 
I shall be loth to appear negligent of that obligation 
which is always implied in an epistolary confidence. 
5 In the reservation of that right I haye read them ayer 
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65 THE LIFE OT [xx 72. 
with the most scrupulous attention, but have not 
seen in them the slightest cause on that ground to 
withhold them from you. But, though not on that, 
' yet on another ground I own I feel a little, yet but a 
little, reluctance to part with them : I mean on that 
of my own credit, which. I fear will suffer by the in- 
formation conveyed by them, that I was early in the 
possession of such valuable instructions for the bene- 
ficial employment of the influence of my late station, 
and (as it may seem) have so little availed myself of 
them. Whether I could, if it were necessary, defend 
myself against such an imputation, it little concerns 
the world to know. I look only to the effect which 
these relicks may produce, considered as evidences of 
the virtues of their authour : and believing that they 
will be found to display an uncommon warmth. of pri- 


vate friendship, and a mind ever attentive to the im- 


provement and extension of useful knowledge, and. 
solicitous for the interests of mankind, I can cheer- 
fully submit to the little sacrifice of my own fame, 


to contribute to the illustration of so great and vene- 


rable a character. They cannot be better applied, 
ſor that end, than by being entrusted to your hands. 
Allow me, with this offering, to infer from. it a proof 
of the very great esteem with which I have the ho- 
nour to —_ myself, Sir, 
ih ane ($6 Your-most obedient N | 
el 7 146 ann humble servant, 
o Wane: HagrinGs.” 


ren e You bab 


no further occasion for these papers, I shall be obliged 
to you if you would return them.” þ | 


The last of the three letters thus pretty 70 
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into my hands, and which has already appeared in 
publick, belongs to this year; but I shall previously 
insert the first two in the order of their dates. They 
altogether form a grand group in my 2 
te A709 4+ $7 4 4 n Win SID 
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hs, Troven I have kad but hilt LEY” know- NY 
ledge | of y ou, T have had enough to make me wish for 
more ; #7 though it be now a long time since I was 
honoured by your visit, I had too much pleasure 
from it to forget it. By those whom we delight to 1 
remember, we are unwilling to, be forgotten; and | 
therefore cannot omit this opportunity of reviving - 
myself in your memory by. a letter which you will 
. receive from the hands of my friend Mr. Chambers ;* 
a man, whose purity of manners and vigour of mind 
are sufficient to make every thing N 2 that he 
brings. 
That this is my only reason for writing, will be 
too apparent by the uselessness of my letter to any 
other purpose. I have no questions to ask; not that 
I want curiosity after either the ancient or present 
state of regions, in which have been seen all the pow- 
er and splendbur of wide-extended empire: and 
which, as by some grant of natural superiority, supply 
the rest of the world with almost all that pride desires 
and luxury enjoys. But my knowledge of them is 
too scanty to furnish me with proper topicks of en- 
quiry; I can only wish ſor Information; and hope, 


* Afterwards Sir Robert Chambers gre of his Majenty's Judges 
in India, 
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that a mind comprehensive like yours will find leisure, 
amidst the cares of your important station, to enquire 
into many subjects of which the European world 
either thinks not at all, or thinks with deficientun- 


telligence and uncertain conjecture. I shall 


that he who once intended to increase the learning of 
his country by the introduction of the Persian lan- 
guage, will examine nicely the traditions and histo- 
ries of the East; that he will survey the wonders of 
its ancient edifices, and trace the yeStiges « of its ruined 
cities; and that, at his return, we shall know the arts 
and opinions of a race of men, from whom ery Wiple 
has been hitherto derived, 

« You, Sir, have no need of being 100 by me, how 
much may be added by your attention and: patronage 
to experimental knowledge an natural history. 
There are arts of manufacture practises} in the coun- 


tries in which 2 ou preside, which are yet very imper- | 


fectly known. here, either to artificers or philogophers. 
Of the natural productions, animate and inanimate, 
we yet bave so little intelligence, that our books are 
filled, I fear, with conjectures. about things which an 
Indian peasant knows by bis senses. 

"cc Many of those things x my first wish i is to dee; my 
second tg, know, by x such accounts ts aö a moan, Ke you 
will be able to give. 4 66 "% 

&« As I have not «kill to azk proper nog T have 
levis n No sucb access to great men as can enable 
me to send vou any , political information, 0 the 

K ps ofan unscttled. government, and the Strug-. 
gles of a ſeeble minigtry, care is doubtless taken to 
give you more exact accounts than'T can obtain. If 


e obo: we ones much in publick 
cata 
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transactions, it is no misfortune lo you to bg ICY 
from them. | 
That literature is nat totally n 4 — 
that your favourite language is not neglected, Will 
appear from the book, which I should have Measadt 
myself more with sending. if L could have nrusented 
it bound t but time was wanting. I bag, however, 
Sir, that you will accept it ſrom a man very degirous 
af your 'regard; and tbat if you think me able 40 
gratiſy you by any thing more important you will 
23 13136! 2144 e 781.3 KAY va 5 goes 

am now gaing to take Jeays;iperhaps\ a very 
lang leave, of my dear Mr. Chambers. Phat; he. is 
gaing ta live where you govern, may justiy alleviate 
the regrat of parting; and the bope of weing: both 
him and you again, which I am, not willing ta-mingle 
with doubt, must at present, ebmſurt as it can, Sir, 
“ Your most humble Servant, ; 
18% MIS d 120 bh Sans L rpg 
2x} 42 riet af K 30540 * 

TO THE SAME. 


8 SIR, a ART: 
„ BeiNG informed that by the e of a 


ship, there is now an opportunity of writing to Ben- 
gal, Fam unwilling tor slip qut of yu. metnory by 
my own negligence, and therefure take the liberty uf 
reminding you of my existonoe, nnen 2 
Leo ar Wh.cor made publick: dan 

„ have lately visited a men ee 
less illustrious than India, which afforded some Geena 
no ITO IN to me, I 
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have put into the volume, of which * 


ceptanoe. i 
de Men in your station seldom have prevents totally 


; disinterested ; . Ne nene 


my request. e 
There is, Sie, e * govern- 
ment, a young adventurer, one Chauncey Lawrence, 
whose father is one of my oldest friends. Be pleased 
to she the young man what countenance is fit, whe- 
ther he wants to be restrained by your authority, or 
encouraged by your favour, His father is now Presi- 
dent of the College of Physicians, a man venerable 
ow his knowledge, and more venerable for his virtue. 
„wish you a prosperous government, a safe 
A of you! om tran- 
quillity- | ge | 
ras 165.2 06; 1 ning Sir, 10 ig tity och 
| „ Your thr | 
And most humble servant, 
„Lene Dee 20 Tee. „ SAM. Jonxsox.“ 
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affairs in which your great office engages you, I 
take the liberty of recalling your attention ſor a mo- a 
ment to literature, and will not prolong the inter- 
ruption by an apology nee . 
needless. 


nenn 
„ Mr. Koca e gealleman e eee long 
esteemed in the India. House, after having translated 


bs Journey to the Western Idlands of Scotland,” 
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Tasso, has undertaken Ariosto. How well he is 
qualified for his undertaking he has already she wn. 
He is desirous, Sir, of your fayour in promoting his 
and flatters me As. Nr 
mony may advance bis interest. 

« It is a new thing ſor a clerk of ihe India-House 
to translate poets ;—it is new for a Governour of 
Bengal to patronize learning. - That he may find his 
ingenuity rewarded, and that learning er W 
| under your protection, is the wish of, Sir, 
eme Your most We eee 

Wehe e enen ft awd * © Sax; ron RY 


DAD D478 GN SEE CU 230TH Fi 
Tobe to him in res, complaining of having 
2 been troubled by a recurrence of the perplexing 
question of Liberty and Necessity and mention- 


mh eee 
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« | Boran you had got rid of al this hypocrisy 
of misery. What have you to do with Liberty and 
Necesity ? d 
about it? Do not doubt but I shall be most heartily 
ee ee eee, e 
you but your affectation of distress. 

H haye at last finished my Lives, and have laid 
up for you a load of copy, all out of order, vc that it 
will amuse you a long time to set it right. Come to 
md, my. _ 'Bozzy, and let us be as happy as we 
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can. We e e the n talk old 
des er. us end wil ut, | 46014 beiten 
vid gebenen Lama lb 5e eee vi l 
"83? . 1614: guat 1 eee HBP 47 
4 March % mn. , BAM Joussen“ 
EL. brit od to es wh grid! wart 6:44.84 
On Manday, Mareb.419, I arrived in Lonflon, aud 
on Tuesday, the 20th, met him in Fleat-gtreet, walk- 
ing, ot rather-indeed moving along ;. for his peculiar 
march is thus desoribed in 8 very Jus and pigturegque a 
manner, in à short Liſe of him published very soon 
after his death , When he walked the streets, 
what with the constant roll of his head, e 
comitant motion of his body, be appeared to 
his way by t that motion, Ade pendent of his E. 
That be was often much staped at while he advanced 
in this manner, may epsly be relic but it was 
not safe to make sport of one so robust as 10 Was. 
Mr. Langton saw him one day, in a fit of absence, 
dy a sudden start, drive the load off a. porter's back, 
and walk forward briskly, without being conscious of 
what he had done. The porter was very ery angry. ” 
stood still, and eyed the huge figu re with much 
9 carnestness, till 13 was Rel gu that his wisest « course 
was to be quiet, and take up his burthen 0 7 ha 


Our accidental meeting in in Ma bor Street after u l | 
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separation was a pleasing surprize to us both. He 
stepped aside with me into Falcon court, and made 
kind inquiries about my family, and as we were in a 
| hurry going different ways, I promised to call on him 
next day; he said he was engaged to go out in the 
morning. Early, Sir 2“ said I. JoHNsS,§ N. Why, 
Sir, a London morning does not go with the sun.. 
T1 waited on him next evening, and he gave me a 
great portion of his original manuscript of his Lives 
of the Poets, which he had preserved forme. 
I found on visiting his friend, Mr. Thrale, that he 
was now very ill; and had removed, I suppose by the 
Solicitation of Mrs. Thrale, to a house in Grosvenor- 
square. ee dene eee enn 
appearance. 
Hle told me 1 might doi 1 the es 4+ i 
Dr. Johnson drink wine again, ſor he had lately re- 
turned to it. When I mentioned this to Johnson, 
he said, “I drink it now sometimes, but not socially.“ 
The first evening that 1 was with bim at Thrale's, I 
observed he poured a large quantity of it into a glass, 
and swallowed it-greedily. Every thing about his 
character and manners was forcible and violent; 
there never was any moderation; many a day did he 
fast, many a year did he refrain from wine; but 
when he did eat, it was voraciously; when he did 
drink wine, it was copigualy; 2 could n. 
abstinence, but nat temperan ce. 
Mrs. Thrale and, I had a aa dats Shok- | 
speare or Milton _ drawn the most admirable pic- 
ture of a man.* I was. for Shakspeare; Mrs, 'Thrale 


* Shakapegre makes Harylet thus describe his father : 


dee what à graee Vas xeated on this brow : 
«4 Hyperion's — the front of Jore himself, 
| 3 
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ſor Milton; nen n ee Johnson decided 


ſor my opinion. 
I told him of one of Mr. Burke's playful ae npta 


Dan Marlay :* „I don't like the Deanery of Ferns, 


it sounds so like a barren title. Dr. Heath should 
have it;“ said I. Johuson laughed, and condescend- 
3 n * 
Dr. Mass. 0 

| He endl, e eee ie, Spee nn . 
Sir, there are people whom one should like very well 
to drop, but would not wish to be dropped by.” He 
certainly was vain of the society of ladies, and could 


make himself very agreeable to them, when. he chose 


it; Sir Joshua Reynolds agreed with me that he could. 
Mr. Gibbon, with his usual sneer, controverted it, 


perhaps in resentment of Johnson's having talked 


with some disgust of his ugliness, which one would 


think a philosopher would not mind. Dean Marlay 


rern 


wittily observed, A lady may be Aon, ous ne 


can turu a wolf-dog into a lap-dog.”. 


The election for Ayrshire, my . e was 


wog we yy 2 


val es FR SODA eee r 


« A station like the herald, Mercury, 
« New. Iighted on a heaven-kissing hill; 


A combination, and à form, indeed, 


Where every god did seem to set his seal, 
| Jo give the world assurance of a man. 


Milton thus pourtrays our first parent, Adam: 

5 « His fair large front and eye sublime declar'd | TY 

Aboslute rule; and hyacinthin locks - © 
« Round from his parted. forelock manly hung 2 
1 Clus' tring, but not beneath his shoulders broad. 
(Dr. Richard Marlay, afterwards Lord Bishop of Waterſord.] 
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of the House of Commons. I was one of the Coun- 
sel for the sitting member, and took the liberty of 
previously stating different points to Johnson, Who 
never failed to see them clearly, and to supply me 
with some good hints. He dictated to me the fol- 
lowing note upon the registration of deeds: 


C ALL laws are made for the convenience of the 
community; what is legally done, should be legally 
recorded, that the state of things may be known, and 
that wherever evidence is requisite, evidence may be 
had. For this reason, the obligation to frame and 
establish a legal register is enſorced by a legal pe- 
nalty, which penalty is the want of that perfection 
and plenitude of right which a register would give. 
Thence it follows, that this is not an ohjection 
merely legal; for the reason on which the law stands 
wag equitable, makes it an equitable objection.” 


" This (Said he) you must enlarge on, when speak- | 

ing to the Committee. You must not argue there, 

| as if you were arguing in the schools; close reason- 
ing will not fix their attention; you must say the 
same thing over and over again, in different words. 
If you say it but once, they miss it in a moment of 
inattention. It is unjust, Sir, to censure lawyers for 
multiplying words when they argue ; it is often ne- 
cessary for them to multiply words.” 

His notion of the duty of a member of Parliament, 
sitting upon an election-commmittee was very high: 
and when he was told of a gentleman upon one of 
those committees, who read the. newspapers part of 
the time, and slept the rest, while the merits of 4 


A 
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vote were examined by the counel; and as an ex- 


cuse, when challenged by the chairman for such be- 
haviour, bluntly answered, © had made up my mind 


upon that pb erage”; with an indignant con- 
tempt, said, “ If he wats such à rogue as to make up 


his mind upon a case without Hearing it, he should 
not have been such a fool as to tell it.“ “ I think 
(aid Mr. Dudley Long, now North) the Doctor has 
— plain] # 1 hin out to . Boch cpu and 


e dobeüns reverence ** the e Hierarchy 
Me him! expect frbin Bishops the highest degree of 
decorum; he was offended even at tbeir going to 
taverns; A bishoß (Aid he) has nothing to do at a 
upphng⸗houst. It is not indeed immorul in him to 
£0 to's thyerh ; neither would it be immoral in him 
to whip a top in Grosvenbr-squate. But, if be did, 
I hope the boys would fall upon him; and apply the 
whip to him. There are gradations in conduct; 
there is morality, - deceney, - propriety. None of 
these should be violated by a bishop. A bishop 
should not go to à house where he may meet a young 
fellow leading out a wench.“ BoswELL. But, Sir, 

tavern does not admit women.” JonxNsOow. 
« Depend upon it, Sir, any tavern will admit a well- 
drest man and a wall-dieat woman; they will not 
perhaps admit a woman whom they see every night 
walking by their door, in the street. But a well- 
drest man may lead in a well-drest woman to any 


' tavern in London, Taverns sell meat and drink, and 


will sell them to any body who can eat and can drink. 
You may as well say that a Kew mae will not en wor 


to a woman of the town.” 


15. 1081. J a. JOHNSON. - 


He also disapproved of bishops going to routs, at 
least of their staying at them longer than their pre- 
ence commanded respect. He mentioned a patti- 


cular bishop: 


.« Pob ! (aid Mrs. Thrale) the Bishop 


of ——— is never minded at a rout.” BosWBLL: 


« When a bishop places hitnself in a situation where 
be has no distinct character, and is of no eonsequence, 
he degrades the dignity of his order.” Jonxsox. 
«© Mr. Boswell, n has caid ae 
could be.“ | 


Nor was it only in the dignitaties of the Church 
that Johnson required a particular decorum and de- 


licacy of behaviour; he justly considered that the 
clergy, as persons set apart for the sacred office of 
serving at the altar, and impressing the minds of men 
with the aweful conderns of a future state, should be 


somewhat more serious than the generality of man- 


kind, and have a suitable composure of manners. A 
due sense of the dignity of their profession, inde- 
pendent of higher motives, will ever prevent them 
from losing their distinction in an indigoriminate soci- 
ality ; and did such as affect this, know how much 
it lessen them in the eyes of those whom they think 
to please by it, s would feel en muck 
mort. \ 

Johnson, and his friend, Beduclerk, were once to- 
wether in company with several clergymen, who 
thought that they should appear to advantage, by 
assuming the lax jollity of men of the world ; which, 


as it may be observed in similar cages, they carried 


to noisy excess. Johnson, who they expected would 
be entertained, sat grave and silent for some time; at 
last, turning to Beauelerk, he said, by no means in a 


- 
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whisper, This merriment of parsons is mighty 
offensive.“ 

Even the dress of a clergyman $hould hed in cha- 
racter, and nothing can be more despicable than con- 

cebited attempts at avoiding the appearance of the 
clerical order; attempts, which are as ineffectual as 
they are pitiſul. Dr. Porteus, now Bishop of London, 
in his excellent charge when presiding over the 
diocese of Chester, justly animadverts upon this sub- 
ject; and observes of a e fop, that n * 
ä be but half a beau. met 
: Addison, in * The 5 vu" b 
ſſme portrait of a clergyman, who is supposed to be 
a member of his Club; and Johnson has exhibited a 
model, in the character of Mr. Mudge, which has 
escaped the collectors of his works, but which he 
owned- to me, and which indeed he 'shewed to Sir 
Joshua Reynolds at the time when it was written. 
It bears the genuine marks of Johnson's best man- 
ner, and is as follows : _ 

« The Reverend Mr. Zackariah Madge, Preben- 
dary of Exeter, and Vicar of St. Andrew's in, Ply- 
mouth; a man equally eminent for his virtues and 

abilities, and at once beloved as a companion and 
reverenced as a pastor. He had that general curio- 
sity to which no kind of knowledge is indifferent or 
superfluous; and that general benevolence by which 
no order of men is hated or despised. 
His principles both of thought and action were 
great and comprehensive. By a solicitous examina- 
tion of nen une, 
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site arguments, he attained what enquiry, ever gives 
but ta industry and perspicuity, a firm and unshaken 
settlement of conviction. But his firmness was with- 
out asperity; for, Knowing with bow much difficulty 
truth was sometimes found, he did not wonder * 
many missed it. | 
The general course of his life was determined by 
his profession; he studied the sacred volumes in the 
original languages ; with what diligence and success, 
his Notes upon the Palms give sufficient evidence. 
He once endeavoured to add the knowledge of Ara- 
bick to that of Hebrew; but finding his thoughts 
too much diyerted from other REPS otter some time 
desisted from his purpose. 
His discharge of A VF duties was Pr | 
nine How - his Sermons were composed, may be 
learned from the excellent volume which he has 
given to the publick ; but how. they were delivered, 
can be known, only to. those that beard them ; for as 
be appeared in the pulpit, words will not easily de- 
scribe him. His delivery, though unconstrained was 
not negligent, and though forcible was not turbulent; 
disdaining anxious nicety of emphasis, and laboured 
artifice of action, it captivated the hearer by its na- 
tural dignity, it used the sluggish, and fixed the 
volatile, aud detained, the mind upon the suhject, 
without directing it to the speaker. | 
The grandeur and solemnity of the preacher did 
not intrude upon bis general behaviour; at the table 
of his friends he was a companion communicative 
and attentive, of unaffected manners, of manly 
cheerfulness, willing to please, and easy to be pleased. 
His, acquaintance was uniyersally solicited, and his 
presence obstructed no 2 which a religion"did 


Vol. IV, 
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not forbid: Though studious he was popular; 
though argumentative he was modest ; though in- 
flexible he was candid ; and be 1634p " 
orthodox. 
On Friday, March 30, — with bim at Sir 
Joshua Reynolds's, with the Earl of Charlemont, vir 
Annesley Stewart, Mz. Eliot, of Port-Eliot, Mr. 
Burke, Dean Marlay, Mr. Langton; a most agree- 
able day, of which I regret that every-circumstance 
is not preserved; but it is unreasonable to ___—_ 
such a multiplication of felicity. © 
Mr. Eliot, with whom Dr. Walter Harte had tra- 
velled, talked to us of his © History of Gustavus 
Adolphus,” which he said was a very good book in 
the German translation. Jounsown. “ Harte was 
excessively vain. He put copies of his book in ma- 
nuscript into the hands of Lord Chesterfield and 
Lord Granville, chat they might revise it. Now how 
absurd was it to suppose that two such noblemen 
would revise 80 big a manuseript. Toer man! he 
left London the day of the publication of his book; 
that he might be but of the way of the great praise 
he was to receive; and he was ashamed to return, 
when he found how ill his book had zucceeded. It 
was unlucky in coming out on the same day with 
Robertson's History of Scotland.“ His husbandry, 
| however, is good:” BoswELt.. „80 he was fitter 
for that than for heroick'history : he did well, when 
he turned his «word into a plough-share.” e 
1 e 1 a "DITIONS . peculiar t 0 


© « Lan dana May N 1 i e wy 
is there mentioned to have died on the 3d of April, that _—_— 
| 2 of Thomas * * . 
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bis country, which the Cornish fighermen drink. 


They call it Mahogany ; and it is made of le 
gin, and one part treacle, well beaten together; I 


begged to haue some of it made, which was done 


with proper skill by Mr. Eliot. I thought it very 
good liquor; and said it was a counterpart of what 
is called Athol Porridge in the Highlands of Scot- 


for both its component parts are better.” He also 
observed, Mahogany must be a modern name; for 


it is not long since the wood called mahogany was 


known in this country.” I mentioned his scale of 
liquors ;—clatet for boys, port for men,—brandy 
for heroes. „Then (wid Mr. Burke) let me have 
claret: I love to be a boy; to have the careless 
gaiety of boyish days.” -Jorxson; © T should drink 


claret too, if it would give me that; but it does 


not: it neither makes boys men, nor men boys. 
Torts eee 
W 


land, which is a mixture of whisky and honey. Johnson 
said, © that must be a better liquor than the Cornish, 


I ventured to enden We dpa in 70 


the newspapers, that Dr. Johnson was learning to 
dance of Vestris. Lord Charlemont, wishing to ex- 


cite him to talk, proposed in a whisper, that he 


should be asked; whether it was true. Shall I ask 


him 2“, said bis Lordship. We were, by a great 


majority, clear ſor the experiment. Upon which his 
Lordship very gravely, and with a courteous air said, 


Pray, Sir, is it true that you are taking lessons of 5 


Vestris?” This was risking a good deal, and re- 


| quired the boldriess of a General of Irish Volunteers 
to make the attempt. Johnson was at first startled, 


and in some 11 answered, „How can ed Lord- 
62 
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ship ask $0- simple a question “But immediately 
recovering himself, whether from unwillingness to be 
deceived, or to appear deceived, or whether from 
real good humour, he kept up the joke: Nay, but 
if any body were to answer the paragraph, and con- 
tradict it, I'd have a reply, and would say, that be 
ubo contradicted it was no friend either to Vestris or 
we me. For why should not Dr. Johnson add to his 
bother powers à little corporeal agility? Socrates 
+ learnt to dance at an advanced age, and Cato learnt 
| Greek at an advanced age. Then it might proceed 
to say, that this Johnson, not content with dancing 
on the ground, might dance on the rope; and they 
might introduce the elephant dancing on the rope. 
A-nobleman *-wrote a play, called © Love in a hollow 
Tree. He found out that it was a bad one, and 
therefore wished to buy up all the copies, and burn 
them. The Duchess of Marlborough had kept one; 
and when he was against her at an eleetion, she had 
a new edition of it printed, and prefixed to it, as a 
frontispiece, an elephant dancing on a rope; to shew, 
that his Lordship's writing comedy was as m_—_— 
as an elephant dancing on a rope 
On Sunday, April 1, 1 dined with bike; at | 
Thmile' s, with Sir Philip: Jennings Clerk and Mr. 
Perkins,» who bad the superintendence of Mr. 
Thrale's brewery, with a salary of fiye hundred 
| pounds a year. Sir Philip had the appearance of Ws" 
gentleman of ancient family, well advanced in hfe. 
He wore his own white hair in a bag of goodly size, 
a black velvet coat, with an embroidered waistcoat, 
ud wary rich laced ruffles ; en a mr Ti | 


992g Wiltiam; the first Vizcount Grimaton, | 
* e i. th 
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were old fashioned, but which, for that reason, I 
thought the more respectable, more like a Tory; yet 
Sir Philip was then in Opposition in Parliament. 
cc Ah, Sir, (said Johnson) ancient ruffles and modern 
principles do not agree. Sir Philip defended the 
Opposition to the American war ably and with tem- 
per, and I joined him. He said, the majority of the 
nation was against the ministry. Jonxsoπ. I Sir 
am against the ministry; but it is for having too 
little of that, of which Opposition thinks they have , 
too much. Were I minister, if any man wagged his 
finger against me, he should be turned out:; for that 
which it is in the power of Government to give at 
pleasure to one or to another, should be given to the 
supporters of Government. If you will not oppoe 
at the expence of losing your place, your opposition 

will. not be honest, you will feel no serious grievance; 


and the present opposition is only a contest to get 


what others have. Sir Robert Walpole acted as I 
would do. As to the American war, the sense of the 
nation is with the ministry. The majority of those 
who can wnders/and is with it; the majority of those 
who can only hear, is against it; and as those who 
can only hear are more numerous than those Who 
can understand, and Opposition is always loudest, a 
e eee will be for Opposition... 
This boisterous vivacity entertained us; but the 
tan in my opinion was, that those who could un 
derstand the best were against the American war, as 
n eee eee 
coolly considered. Ni be dn ic NE 
© Mrs. Thrale ga re bigh praize 10 bir, Doe 


Long, (now Nonk), Jonxsox. “ Nay, my dear 


6 


8 talk so. Mr. e is very 73 
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Wort. It is nothing. He fills a e He isa man 
af genteel appearance, and that is all.. I know 
nobody: who blasts by praise as you do: for when- 
erer there is exaggerated: praise, every; body is sct 
against a character. They are provoked to attack 
it. Now there is Pepys ;* you praiged that man witly 

such disproportion, that I was incited to lessen him, 3 
perhaps more than he deserves. His blood is upon 
your head. By the same principle, your malice de- 
feats itself; for your censure is too violent. And 
yet (looking to her with a leering smile) she is the 
. first woman in the world, could the but restrain 
that wiaked tongue of hers ;--8he' would be the 

only woman, ec armee gehen 5 

big ge Ü 0 

10 „ of be 1 5 the 
übberty to say, that I thought there might be very 
high praise given to a knoun character which de- 
zerved it, and therefore it would not be exaggerated. 
Thus, one might say of Mr. Edmund Burke, He is 
a very wonderful man. daumen: re 


D % ent en od en e 
eee ta ot fea 
bert. Bug little did he know. that, owing to Mr. s regerve in 


his presence, he was talking thus of a gentleman | istinguished 
amongst his acquaintance, for San one to whom 1 
think the French expression, II perilli dh is particularly 
Spited. mne we" by: mentjoning. ae heard! Dr. 


nnen 
tated. 


HEM e Welter Peþys, Es. one of the Masters in che High 
Court of Chancery, and well known in polite circles. My ac. 
qua intance with him is not sufficient to enable me to speak of him 
from my own jadgement. But I know that both at Eton and Ox- 

ford he was the intimate friend of the late Six James Macdonal 
g the Marcellus of Scotland, hoe extraordinary talents, learning, 
| wil virtues wil ever be nde with dard and regtets 
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would not be safe iſ another man had a mind per- 
versely to contradiet. He might answer, Where is 
all the wonder? Burke is, to be sure, a man of un- 
common abilities, with a great quantity of matter in 
his mind, and a great fluency of language in his 
mouth. But we are not to be stunned and asto- 
nished by him.” So you see, Sir, even Burke would 
suffer, not from ny fault of ens, muß 
folly.” . 

Mrs. Thrale GPs 1 a 0. DS wha had wy 
le fortune. of four thousand a year in trade, 
but was Absolutely miserable, because he could not 
talk in company; 80 miserable, that he was impelled 
to lament his situation in the street to- , whom 
he hates, and who he knows despises him. I am 
3 most unhappy man (said he), I am invited to 
conversations. I go to conversations; but, alas! I 
have no conversation. "—Jouxsox. « Man com- 
monly cannot be successful in different ways, This 
gentleman has spent, in getting four thousand pounds 
a year, the time in which he might have learnt to 
talk; and now he cantiot talk.” Mr. Perkins made 
a shrewd and droll remark: “ If he had got his four 
thousand à year as a mountebank, he might have 
-w the em on nk enn 
bis fortune... 

9 re came in. eee 
tion concerning the person whose character Dr. 
Johnson bad treated so sligbtingly, as he did not 


| know his merit, was resumed. Mrs. 'Thrale said, 
0 You think 80 of him, Sir, berause he is quiet, and 


does not exert himself with force. You'll be saying 
the same thing of Mr. ###** there, who sits as 
duiet—.“ This was not well bred ; and Johnson 


"hob. bro ran 


== 
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did not let it pass without correction. © Nay, Ma- 
dam, what right have you' to talk "thus? | Both 
Mr. % and I have reason to take it i}. "You 
may talk so of Mr. , hut why do you make 
me do it. Have I said any ding against Mr. #*#*% 2. 
Von have 27 him, that I might ae him: but 1 
have not shot him... batte 
One of the gentlemen said, bs een ies 
ſolio volumes of Dr. Johnson's sayings collected by 
me. I must put you right, Sir, (said Iz) for Tam 
very exact in authenticity. Tou could not see folio 
volumes, for J have none you might have seen 
some in quarto and octavo.” This is attention 
which one should guard against.“ Jonxso. © Sir, 
it is a want of concern about veracity. He does not 
know that he saw any volumes. If he had wort nn. 
he could have remembered their size. 
Mr. Thrale appeared very lethargick to-day- 4 1 
saw him again on Monday evening, at which time 
he was'not thought to be in immediate danger; but 
early in the morning of Wednesday the 4th, be ex- 
pired. Johnson was in the house, and thus men- 
tions the event: I felt almost the last flutter of his 
pulse, and looked for the last time upon the face that 
for fiſteen· years had never been turnetl upon me but 
with respect and benignity. Upon that day there 
was a Call of the LIrEnA AY Clun; but een | 
apologised for his absenoe by the following note: 


„ Ma. Jonxsox. knows that Sir Jozhua Rey- 
nolds and the other gentlemen will excuse his .in- 
compliance with the Call, when 1 50 are told that 
_ Mr, Thrale died this morning,” 1 TOY 

7, «W Io od 7. * zal £1998 en 
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Mr. Thrale's death was a very essential loss to 
Johnson, who, although he did not foresee all that 
afterwards happenetl; was sufficiently convinced that 
the comſbrts which Mr. Thrale's family afforded 
him; would now in 4 great measure cease. He, 
however, continued to shew a kind attention to his 
widow and childrem as long as it was acceptable; 
and he took upon him, with a very earnest concern, 
the office of one of his executors, the importance of 
which seemed greater chan usual to him, from his 
cirouinstanees having been always such, that he had 
scarcely any*shire in the real business of life. His 
friends of the Crus were in hopes that Mr. Thrale 
might have made a liberal provision for him for his liſe, 
which, as Mr. Thrale left no son, and a very large for- 
tune, it would have been highly to his honour to have 
done ; and, considering Dr. Jobnson's age, could 
not have been of long duration; but he bequeathed 
him only to hundred pounds, which was the legacy 
given to each of his executors. I could not but be 
somewhat diverted by hearing Johnson talk in a 
pompous manner of his new office,” and particularly 
of the concerns of the brewery, which it was at last 
resolved should be sold. Lord Lucan tells a very 
good story, which, if not precisely exact, is certainly 
characteristieal: that when the sale of Thrale's | 
brewery: was going forward, Johnson appeared bust- : 
ling about, with an ink-horn and pen in his button- 
bole, like an excise- man; and on being asked what 
he really considered to be the value of the property 
which was to be disposed of, answered, We are 
not here to sell à parcel of bolkkcaand'vait;/be ide 
potentiality of n rich, 3 * ; 
JR vi die wilt; ; 


lent and very indolent Scotch nobleman, Who totally 
resigned the management of his affairs to a man o 
knowledge and abilities, had cleimed some merit by 
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On Friday, April 6, he carried me 10 dine at a 
| 4 which, at his desire, had been lately formed at 
the Queen's Arms, in St. Paul's Chur 
told Mr. Hoole, that he wished to have a City Chub, 
and asked him to collect one: but, said he, Don't 
let them be patridis.” The company were to-day very 
sensible, well-behaved men. I have preserved only 
two particulars of his convereation, - He said he was 
glad Lord George Gordon had escaped, rather thats 
that a precedent should be establighed ſor hanging a 
with his true, manly, constitutional Toryism, he consi- 


dered! would be a dangerous engine of 'arbitrary 


power. And upon its being mentioned that an opu- 


taying. The next best thing to managing a man's 
own affairs well, is being sensible of ineapacity, and 


not attempting it, but having ſull confidence in og | 


who: can do it:“ JounsoN.} © Nay, Sir, this is 
paltry. There is a middle coutse. Let a man give 
application; and depend upon it he will soon get 
above a despicable state of eee eee e 


nne himself. en hae 


On Saturday, April 7, IL dined 556 ln at Mr. 
Hoole's wah Goverager Bouchier and Captain Orme, 
both of whom bad been long in the East-Indies; and 
being men of good sense and observation, were very 


entertaining. Johnson defended the oriental regu - 


lation of different aste of men, which was objeated 
to as totally destructive of the hopes of rising in 80. 


ciety by pemonal merit. He-shewed that there way = 
a principle in it e plausible by n 


5 
r 
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We $ce (said he) in metals that there are different 


species; and 80 hikewise in animals, though one ape- 


cies may not differ very-widely from another, as in 
the species of dogs, the cur, the spaniel, the mastiff. 
The Bramins are the mastiffs of mankind.“ 

On Thursday, ApritF 12, I dined with him at a 
Bishop's, where were Sir Joshua Reynolds, Mr. Be- 
renger, and some more company. He had dined 
the day before at another Bishop's. I hive unſortu- 


nately recorded none of his conversation at the Bi- 


shop's where we dined together: but I have pre- 
served his ingenious defence of his dining twice 
abroad in Passion-week ; a laxity, in which I am 
convinced he would not have indulged bimself at the 
time when he wrote his solemn paper in The 
Rambler,” upon that aweful season, It appeared 10 
me, that by being much more in company, and en- 


1 joying more luxurious living, he bad contracted a 


keener relish of pleasure, and was consequently less 
rigorous in his religious rites. This he would not 
acknowledge; but he reasoned with admirable so- 
phistry, as follows : © Why, Sir, a Bishop's calling 


company together in this week, is, to. use the vulgar 
Phrase, not the thing. But you must congder laxity 


is a bad thing; but preeiseness is also a bad thing; 
and your general character may be more hurt by 


preciseness than by dining with a Bishop in Passion - 


werk. There might be a handle for reflection. 
might be said, He reſuscd to dine with a Bis 
Passion-eck, but was three Sundays absent 
church,” BoswWRLL. © Vety true, Sir. But suppose a 
man to be uniformly of good conduct; would it not be 
better that he should refuse to dine with a Bishop in 
this week, and 50 not encourage 2 bad practice by 


n 


bis une ed“ Jonxsow -. I" Sir, 9 
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to conſider whether you might not do more harm 
by lessening the influence of a Bishop's character by 
ese in oe = oa eee 
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Lier is full of ie 1 tvs just W 
: dear friend/Thiale.” I hope he is happy; but I have 
had a great loss. I am otherwise pretty well. I re- 
quire some care of myself, but that care is not in- 
effectual; and when 1 Wee ue ue. men it 
often my own fault. 
be ee d nee making quick advances. hs 
| it is the season in which the whole world is enlivened 
and invigorated, I hope that both you and I shall 
partake of its benefits. My desire is to see Lich- 
field; but being left executor to my friend, I know 
not whether I can be spared; but I will try, for it 
is now long since we saw one another, and how little 
we can promise ourselves many more interviews, we 
are taught by hourly examples of mortality. Let us 
try to live so as that mortality may not be an evil. 
Write to me soon, my dearest; J eh give 
me great pleasure. eee 
am sorry that Mr. Meter has mob had his 
box; but by sending it to Mr. Mathias, who very 
readily undertook its conveyance, I did the best al 
—_— and perhaps before now he bas it. 
Be so kind as to make e ee 
friends ;-I have a great value ſor their kindness, and 
hope to enjoy it dn 06 de gp is ou wy un 
to me. Jam, dearest love, ange 
3 Wen dee it 
e, Api 1 251. Sax. Jonnsox.” 
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On Friday, April 13, being Good- Friday, I went 
; 10 gl. Clement's church with him as usual. There 


I saw again his old ſellow-collegian, Edwards, to 


whom I said, “I think, Sir, Dr. Johnson and you 


meet only at Church.“ —“ Sir, (said he,) it is the 
best place we can meet in, except Heaven, and I _ 
hope we shall meet there too.” Dr. Johnson told 
me, that there was very little communication between 
Edwards and him, after their unexpected renewal of 


acquaintance. But (said he, smiling) he met me 
once, and said, I am told you have written a very 
pretty book called The Rambler.” I was unwilling 


that he should leave'the world.in eee | 


ne 


Mr. anbei bun to-day, and was very | 


en We talked of an evening society for con- 
versation at a house in town, of which we were all 
members, but of which Johnson said, It will never 
do, Sir. There is nothing served about there, nei- 
ther tea, nor coffee, nor lemonade, nor any thing 
; and depend upon it, Sir, a man does not 
love to go to a place from whence he comes out ex- 
actly as he went in.” I endeavoured tor argument's 


sake, to maintain that men of learning and talents 


might have very good intellectual society, without 


the aid of any little gratifications of the senses. 
Berenger joined with Johnson, and said, that 

ing would be dull and in- 
sipid. He would thereſore have all the slight re- 


without these any 


freshments; nay, it would not be amiss to have some 
| n mann 


5 * [Rickard Berger og many year Geneman ofthe Hove 


and fret Equerey to his present Majesty. I 


e nl 


« Sir, (said Johnson to me, with an air. of triumph.) 
Mr. Berenger knows the world. Every body loves 
to have good things furnished to them without any 
trouble. I told Mrs. Thrale once, that as she did 
not choose to have card- tables, she should have a 
profusion of the best sweetmeats, and she would be 
sure to have company enough come to her.“ I 
agreed with my illustrious friend upon this subject; 
ſor it has pleased Gon to make man a composite 


animal, and where there is nothing — 


body, the mind will languisb. 
On Sunday, April 15, being Edatiraley; fer ops 


lemn worship in St. Paul's church, I found him 


alone; Dr. Scott, of the Commons came in. He 
talked of its having been said that Addison wrote 
some of his best papers in The Spectator, when 


warm with wine. Dr. Johnson did not seem willing 
to admit this. Dr. Scott, as a confirmation of it, 


related, that Blackstone, a sober man, composed his 
« Commentaries” with a bottle of port before him; 
and found his mind invigorated and supported in 
the fotigue of his n n by a ne, xn ee 


3 6.04 y 
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I told him, that eee e Mat 
been, à desire was expressed to know his authority 


| for the shocking story of umu, sending an ex- 


ecution into Steele's houst. 4 Sit, (asid he,) it; is 


generally known, it e all who eee | 
quainted with the literary history of that period. It 


is as well known, as that he wrote Cato. Mr. 
Thomas Sheridan once deſended Addison to me, by 
eee ee ee _ it in — to cover eee 
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goods from . nn A ee dong seize 
them. | | 24D 


We talked of the: difference ee the r, 
education at Ox ford, and that in those Colleges where 
instruction is chiefly conveyed by lectures. Jortwsow; 
Leetures were once useful ; but now, when all can 
read, and books are so numerous, lectures are un- 
necessary. If your attention fails, and you miss a 
part of a lecture; it is lost; you cannot go back as 

you do upon a book.“ Dr. Scott agreed with him. 
« But yet (said I) Dr. Scott, you yourself gave leg- 
tures at Oxford:“ He smiled. You WG „ 15 
caid h) at those wbo eme ind you & a 

Dr. Scott left us, and soon afterwards we went 
to dinner. Our company consisted of Mrs. Wil- 
liams, Mrs. Desmoulins, Mr. Levett, Mr. Allen, the 
printer, and Mrs. Hall, sister of the Reverend Mr, 
John Wesley, and resembling him, as I thought, 
both in figure and manner. Johnson produced 
now, for the first time, some handsome silver salvers; 
which he told me he had bought ſourteen years 
ago; so it was a great day. I was not à little 
amused by observing Allen perpetually struggling to 
talk in the manner of Johnson, like the little frog 
in the fable es. e to w H 
stately x. 

I mentioned a kindof religious Robinhood de 
which met every Sunday evening, at Coachmakers'- 
hall for free debate; and that the subject ſor this 

$ cles, which happened at our Sa vrovn's death,” And 
= the graves were opened, and many bodies. of the 
mmeaints Which slept arose, and came out of the graves. 
after his resurrection, and went into the holy city; 
and appeared unto many.” Mrs. Hall said it was a 
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very curious subject, and she should like to hear it 
discussed. Johxsow. (somewhat warmly) “One 
vould not go to such a place to hear it, one would 
not be see in such a place to give countenance to 
such a meeting.” I, however, resolved that I would 
go. But, Sir, (said she to Johnson,) I sbould like 
to hear Jon discuss its” He seemed reluctant to 
engage in it. She talked of the resurrection of the 
human race in general, and maintained that we shall 
be raised with the same bodies. Jonxsow. © Nay, 
Madam, we see that it is not to be the same body; 
for the Scripture uses the illustration of grain son, 
and we know that the grain which grows is not the 
same with what is 80wn. You cannot suppose that 
we shall rise with a diseased body; it is enough if 
there be such a sameness as to distinguish identity of 
person.“ She seemed desirous of nde _ 
reale question in obscurity. l vs | 
Ol apparitions,* he observed, A. total dasbelief | 
of them is adverse to the opinion of the existence of 

the soul between death and the last day; the ques- 
tion simply is, whether departed spirits ever have the 
Power of making themselves perceptible to us; a 
man who thinks he has seen an apparition, can only 
be. convinced himself; his, authority will not con- 
vince another, and his conviction, if rational, must 
be founded on being told something mes, cannot 
be baeun but by eee * teln Haid 
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_ tae ace 
may be led erroneously to suppose that Dr. Johnson was 80 fond of 
zuch discussions, as frequently to introduce them, But the truth 
is, that the authour himself delighted in talKing concerning ghosts, 
and what he has frequently Yenominated he myzterious ; and there- 
re ons] e Sers e ing 
subjects e : 4 4 ira $ an 
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He mentioned a thing as not unfrequent, of which 
I had never heard before, — being called, that is, hear- 
ing one's name pronounced by the voice of a known 
person at a great distance, far beyond the possibility 
of being reached, by any sound uttcred by human 
organs. An acquaintance, on whose veracity I 


can depend, told me, that walking home one even- 
ing to Kilmarnock, he heard himself called from a 


wood, by the voice of a brother who had gone to 
America; and the next packet brought accounts of 
that brother's death.” Macbean asserted that this 
inexplicable calling was a thing very well known. 

Dr. Jobnson said, that one day at Oxford, as he was 
turning the key of his chamber, he heard his mother 
distinctly call Sam. She was then at Lichfield ; but 
nothing ensued, This phenomenon is, I think, as 
wonderful as any other mysterious fact, which many 


people are very slow to believe, or rather, indeed, 


reject with an obstinate contempt. _. | 
Some time after this, upon his making a "remark 
which escaped my attention, Mrs, Williams and Mrs. 
Hall were both together striving to answer him. He 
grew angry, and called out loudly, © Nay, when you 
both speak at once, it is intolerable.” But checking 
himself, and softening, he said, This one may say, 
though you are ladies. Then he brightened into 


gay humour, and addressed them in the words of one 
of the songs in © The Beggar's Opera.” 


But two at a time there's no mortal can bear.” . 


„ What, Sir, (wid 1) are you going to inew-Ointals. 


Macheath ?” There was something as pleasantly 


ludicrous in this scene as can be imagined. The 
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contrast between Macheath, Polly, and Lucy and 
Dr. Samuel Johnson, blind, peevish Mrs. Williams, 
and lean, lank, preaching Mrs. Hall, was exquisite. 

I stole away to Coachmakers'-hall, and heard the 
difficult text of whichgye had talked, discussed with 
great decency, and sone intelligence,” by several 
speakers. There was a difference of opinion as to the. 
appearance of ghosts in modern times, though the 
arguments for it, supported by Mr. Addison's autho- 
rity, preponderated. The immediate subject of de- 


bate was embarrassed by the bodies of the saints hav- 


ing been said to rise, and by the question what be- 
came of them aſterwards; did they return again to 
their graves? or were they translated to heaven? 


Only one evangelist mentions the fact, and the 


commentators: whom I have looked at, do not make 


| the passage clear. There is, however, no occasion 


for our understanding it farther, than to know that it 
was one of the extraordinary manifestations of divine 
power, which accompanied the most ow 99 event 


that ever happened. 


On Friday, April 20, I spent with 1 one oſ the 


happiest days that I remember to have enjoyed in the 


whole course of my liſe. Mrs. Garrick, whose grief 
for the loss of her husband was, I believe, as sincere 
as wounded affection and admiration could produce, 
had this day, for the first time since his death, a select 


. party of his friends to dine with her. The company 
was Miss Hannah More, who. lived with her, and 
| Ry. she called her Chaplain x Mrs. mne 


8k. dla tn gh, 34. 
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Mrs. Elizabeth Carter, Sir Joshua Reynolds, Dr. 
| Burney, Dr. Johnson, and myself. We found our- 
selves very elegantly entertained at her house in the 
Adelphi, where I have passed many a pleasing hour 
with him “who gladdened life.” She looked well, 


talked of her husband with complacency, and while 


she cast her eyes on his portrait, which hung over the 
chimney- piece, said, that © death was now the most 
agreeable object to her.“ The very semblance of 
David Garrick was cheering. Mr. Beauclerk, with 
happy propriety, inscribed under that fine portrait of 
bim, which by Lady Diana's kindness is now the pro- 
perty of my friend Mr. wo the TY pas- 


ce 


— X's merrier man. 
e Within the limit of becoming mirth, 

“ never spent an hour's talk withal. 

“His eye begets occasion for his wit; 

ce For every object that the one doth catch, 

4 The other turns to a mirth-moving jest; 
Which his fair tongue (Conceit' s expositor) 

* Delivers in such apt and gracious words, 
“ That aged ears play truant at his tales, 

And younger hearings are quite ravished ; 

So sweet and voluble is his discourse.” 


We wes all in fins apirits; d5 whkpred to 
Mrs. Boscawen, «I believe this is as much as can be 


made of life.” In addition to a splendid entertain- 
ment, we were regaled with Lichfield ale, which had 
a peculiar appropriated value. Sir Joshua, and Dr. 
Burney, and I, drank cordially of it to Dr. Johnson's 
health ; and though he would: not join us, he as cor- 
0 | H2 
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dially nd, 1 eee ag I wish 2775 all as "Wen 
as you do me.? 2 

The general effect of chis tay dwells upon my mind 
in fond remembrance ; but I do not find much con- 
versation recorded. What I have provervos shall be 
faithfully given. 

One of the company mentioned Mr. Thomas 
Hollis, the strenuous Whig, who used to send over 
Europe presents of democratical books, with their 
boards stamped with daggers and caps of liberty. 
Mrs. Carter said, “ He was a bad man. He used to 
talk uncharitably.” JonxsoN. © Poh ! poh ! Ma- 
dam; who is the worse for being talked of uncharit- 
ably ? Besides, he was a dull poor creature as ever 
lived: And I believe he would not have done harm 
to a man whom he knew to be of very opposite prin- 
ciples to his own. I remember once at the Society 
of Arts, when an advertisement was to be drawn up, 
he pointed me out as the man who could do it best. 
This, you will observe, was kindness to me. I w_ 
ever slipt away, and escaped it,” _ : 3 
Mrs. Carter having said of the same person, « 1 
doubt he was an Atheist.“  Joxxsox. © I don't 
know that. He might perbaps have become one, if 
he bad had time to ripen, (smiling.) He might have 
exuberated into an Atheist.“ 

Sir Joshua Reynolds praised . Mudge's Sermons.“ 
Jonxsox. Mudge's Sermons are good, but not 
practical. He grasps more sense than be can hold; 
he takes more corn than he can make into meal; he 
opens a wide prospect, but it is 50 distant, 1 it is indis- 
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tinct. I love Blair's Sermons.” Though the dog 
is a Scotchman, and a Presbyterian, and every thing 
he should not be, I was the first to praise them. 
Such was my candour.” (smiling.) Mus. Bosca- 
WEN. © Such his great merit to get the better of all 
your prejudices.” ' Joansox. © Why, Madam, let 
us compound the matter ; let us ascribe it to my 
an and his merit.“ F 
In the evening we had a large company in the 
ae several ladies, the Bishop of Killaloe, 
Dr. Percy, Mr. Chamberlayne, of the Treasury, &c. 
&: Somebody said the life of a mere literary man 
could not be very entertaining. Jonxsox. © But it 
certainly may. This is a remark which has been 
made, and repeated, without justice ; why should the 
life of a literary man be less entertaining than the 
life of any other man? Are there not as interesting 
varieties in such a life? As à literary life it may be 
very entertaining.“ BOSWELL. But it must be 
better surely, when it is diversiſied with a little active 
variety —such as his having gone to Jamaica or 
his having gone to the n Ne was not 
displeased at this. 
5 Talking of a very rexpectable authour, he 10 us a 
curious cireumstance in his life, which was, that he 
had married a printer's devil. RxxxOLDS. A prins 
ter's devil, Sir! Why, I thought a printer's devil was 
a creature with a black face and in rags.”  JonnsoN. 
“Les, Sir. But I suppose, he had her face washed, 
and put clean clothes on her. (Then looking very 
serious, and very earnest.) And she did not dis- 
grace him; the woman had a bottom of good sense. 
The word þottom thus introduced, was 80 ludicrous 
when contrasted with his gravity, that most of us 
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eould not forbear tittering and laughing; though I 
recollect that the Bishop of Killaloe kept his coun- 
tenance with perfect steadiness, while Miss Hannah 
More slyly hid her face behind a. lady's back who sat 
on the same settee with her. His pride could not 
bear that any expression of his should excite ridicule, | 
when 'he did not intend it ; he therefore, resolved to - 
assume and exercise despotick power, glanced sternly 
around, and called out in a strong tone, © Where's 
the merriment ?” Then collecting himself, and look- | 
ing aweful, to make us feel how he could impose re- | 
straint, and as it were searching his mind for a still 
more ludicrous word, he slowly pronounced, 56 say 
the woman was fundamentally sensible; as if he had 
said, hear this now, and laugh if you dare. We all b 
sat composed as at a ſuneral. 
| 
2 
f 
| 
| 


He and I walked away together; we stopped a 

; little while by the rails of the Adelphi, looking on 

the Thames, and I said to him with some emotion 

that I was now thinking of two friends, we had lost, 

who once lived in the buildings behind us, Beauclerk 

and Garrick. Ay, Sir, (said he, tenderly) and 
two such friends as cannot be supplied.” 

For some time after this day I did not see him very 
often, and of the conversation which I did enjoy, I 
am carry to find I have preserved but little. 1 was 
at this time engaged, in a variety of other matters, | | 
which required exertion and assiduity, and necoemrily 
occupied almost all my time. f 

One day having spoken very ay of chose who | 

were then in power, he said to me, Between our- q 
selves, Sir, I do not like to give opposition the satis- 
faction of knowing how much I disapprove of the 
ministry. And when I mentioned that Mr. Burke 
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had boasted how quiet the nation was in George the 
Second's reign, when Whigs were in power, com- 
pared with the present reign, when Tories governed; 
— Why, Sir, (said he,) you are to consider that 
Tories having more reverence for government, will 
not oppose wich the same violence as Whigs, who 
being unrestrained by that principle, will oppose by 
uy means.” 

This month he lost not only Mr. Thrale, but an- 
. friend, Mr. William Strahan, Junior, printer, 
the eldest son of his old and constant friend, Printer 
to his Majesty. 


© To MRS. STRAHAN. 


% DEAR MADAM, 


66 Tax grief which I gel for the loss of a 2 5 


kind friend is sufficient to make me know how mu 

you suffer by the death of an amlable son; a man, 
of whom I think it may truly be said, that no one 
knew him who does not lament him. I look upon 


myself as having a friend, atiother friend, taken from 


me. 

« Comfort, dear Madam, I would give you if I 
could; but I know how little the forms of consolation 
can avail, Let me, however, counsel you not to waste 
your health in unprofitable sorrow, but go to Bath, 


and endeavour to prolong your own life ; but when 


we have all done all that we can, one fiend must in 
time lose the other, 
© J am, dear Madam, | 
% Your most humble servant, 
c April 23, 1981, | „ Sam. JonxsoN.” 
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On Tuesday, May 8, I had the pleasure of again 
dining with him and Mr. Wilkes, at Mr. Dilly's. 
No negociation was now required to bring them to- 
gether; for Johnson was so well satisfied with the 
former interview, that he was very glad to meet 
Wilkes again, who was this day- seated between Dr. 
Beattie and Dr. Johnson ; - (between Truth and 
Reason, as General Paoli said, when I told him of it.) 
Wirxzs. © I have been thinking, Dr. Johnson, that 
there should be a bill brought into parliament that 
the controverted elections for Scotland should be 
tried in that country, at their own Abbey of Holy- 
Rood House, and not here ; for the consequence of 
trying them here is, that we have an inundation of 
Scotchmen, who come up and never go back again, 
Now here is Boswell, who is come up upon the elec- 
tion for his own county, which will not last a fort- 
night.” Jonxsox. © Nay, Sir, I see no reason why 
they should be tried at all; for, you know, one 
Scotchman is as good as another.” WirLKzs, © Pray, 
Boswell, how much may be got in a year by an Ad- 
yocate at the Scotch bar ?” BoswkLL. © I believe 
two thousand pounds,” WIILXES. How can it be 
possible to spend that money in Scotland?“ Jonx- 
sox. * Why, Sir, the money may be spent in Eng- 
land: but there is a harder question. If one man in 
Scotland gets possession of two thousand pounds, 
what remains ſor all the rest of the nation?“ 
WILk ES. You know, in the last war, the immense 
booty which Thurot carried off by the complete plun- 
der of seven Scotch isles; he re-embarked with rec 
and ir Pence. Here again Johnson and Wilkes 
joined in extravagant sportive raillery upon the sup- 
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posed poverty of Scotland, which Dr. Beattie and I 
did not think it worth our while to dispute. 

The subject of quotation being introduced, Mr. 
Wilkes censured it as pedantry. Jonxsox. “ No, 
Sir, it is a good thing; there is a community of mind 
in it. Classical quotation is the parole of literary 
men all over the world.” WIIXESs. Upon the 
continent they all quote the vulgate Bible. Shak- 
speare is chiefly quoted here; and we quote also 
Pope, Prior, Butler, Waller, and sometimes Cowley.” 

We talked of Letter-writing.  Joanson. It is 


now become so much the fashion to publish letters, 


that in order to avoid it, I put as little into mine as 
„ BoswzELl. Do what you will, Sir, you 

cannot avoid it. Should you even write as ill as you 

can, your letters would be published as ö euriosities: 


© Behold a miracle! instead of wit, ey 
See two dull lines with Stanhope's pencil writ.” - 


He gave us an entertaining account of Bet Flint, 


a woman of the town, who, with some eccentrick 
talents and much effrontery, forced herself upon his 


acquaintance. „ Bet (said he) wrote her own Life 
in verse,* which she brought to me, wishing that I 
would furnish ber with a Preface to it. (Langhing.) 


] used to say of her that she was , Slut and 


cat Is, * memory was wonderfully retentive, 3 
the first four lines of this curious production, which have been com- 


a municated to me by a young lady of his gr e 


60 When first I drew my vital breath, eqs. 
« A little minikin I came upon earth; 
« And then I came from a dark abode, 

„ Into this gay and gaudy world. 
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drunkerd 5+-acimtionally, whore and thief. She had, 
however, genteel lodgings, a spinnet on which she 
played, and a boy that walked before her chair. Poor 
Bet was taken up on a charge of stealing a counter- 
pane, and tried at the Old Bailey. Chief Justice 
bo loved a wench, summed up favourably, 
and she was acquitted. After which, Bet said, with a 
gay and satisfied air, Now that the counterpane is 
my own, I shall make a petticoat of it,” 

Talking of oratory, Mr. Wilkes described it as 
accompanied with all the charms of poetical expres- 
sion. JounsoN. © No, Sir; oratory is the power of 
beating down your adversary's arguments, and put- 
ting better in their place.“ Wurz. * But this 
does not move the passions.” , Jouxsox. ©* He must 

de a weak man, who is to be so moved.” WIIXES. 

(naming a celebrated orator). © Amidst aꝶ the bril- 
liancy of —— imagination, and the 1 — of 

his wit, there is a strange want of taste. Mt was ob- 
served of Apelles's Venus, that her flesh seemed as if 
she had been nourished by roses: his oratory would 


sometimes make one suspect that * eats potatoes 


and drinks whisky.“ 

_ Mr. Wilkes observed, how tenacious we are of 
forms in this country, and gave as an instance, the 
vote of the House of Commons for remitting money 
to pay the army in-America in Portugal pieces, when, 
in reality, the remittance is made not in Portugal 


money, but in our own specie. Jounsox. © Is there 
not a law, Sir, against exporting the current coin of 


the realm?“ Wirxts. © Yes, Sir: but might not 
the House of Commons, in case of real evident ne- 
cessity, order our own current coin to be sent into 


—— —— — _ 
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our own colonies?” Here Johnson, with that quick= | 
ness of recollection which distinguished him so emi- 


nently, gave the Middlesex Patriot an admirable re- 
tort * upon his own ground. Sure, Sir, you don't 
think a resolution of the House of Commons equal to 
the law of the Rind,” Wirkss. (at once perceiving 
the application) Gon forbid, Sir. To hear what 
had been treated with such violence in © The False 


Alarm,” now turned into pleasant repartee, was ex- 


tremely agreeable. Johnson went on ;—© Locke 


observes well, that a prohibition to export the current 


coin is impolitick ; for when the balance of trade 
happens to be _—_ a state, the current coin must 
be exported.” . 

Mr. Beauclerk s great library was this season Sold 
in London by auction. Mr.” Wilkes said, he won- 
dered to find in it such a numerous collection of 
sermons ; seeming to think it strange that a gentle- 


man of Mr. Beauclerk's character in the gay world, 


should have chosen to have many compositions of that 


kind. Jonxsow. Why, Sir, you are to consider, 


that sermons make a considerable branch of English 
literature; so that a library must be very imperfect 


Fir bare, collegtion eee * and 


: : 
— 


© Mr. Wilkes probably dd nor know that there I in wh nabe 


set mon the most comprehensive and lively account of that entertain. 


ing faculty, ſor which he himself was so much admired. It is in Dr. 


Barrow's first volume, and fourteenth sermon, Agamst fooltzb 


Talking and Yeiting.” My old acquaintance, the late Corby 
Morris, in his ingenious © Ezzay on Wit, Humour, and Ridicule,“ 


calls it ca profivze description of Wit 2 but 1 do not see how it 


could be curtailed, without leaving out some good circumstance of 
discrimination, As it is not generally known, and may perhaps 


dispose some to read $ermons, from which they may receive real | 
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in all collections, Sir, the desire of augmenting it 
n mee in me to the advance in ral 


adrantage, white baker ein or eine 2 ber sub- 
W 

* But first (says the acne preacher) | it may, be . _ 
the thing we speak of is? Or what this facetiousness (or aviz, as he 
calls it before) doth import ? To which questions I might reply, as 

Democritus did to him that asked the definition of a man, is 
that which we all see and know.“ Any one better apprehends what 
it is by acquaintance, than I can inform him by description. It is, 
indeed, a thing so versatile and multiform, appearing in 50 many 
chapes, so many postures, so many garbs, so variously apptehended 
by several eyes and judgements, that it scemeth no less hard to settle 
a clear and certain notion thereof, than to make a portrait of Pro- 
teus, or to define the figure of the fleeting air. Sometimes it lieth 
in pat allusion to a known story, or in seasonable application of a 
trivial saying, or in forging an apposite tale: sometimes it playeth 
in words and phrases, taking advantage from the ambiguity of their 
sense, or the affinity of their sound: sometimes it is wrapped in a 
dress of humorous expression: sometimes it lurketh under an odd 
similitude: sometimes it is lodged in a «ly question, in a smart an- 
wet, in a quirkish reason, in a shrewd intimation, in cunningly di- 
verting or cleverly retorting an objection: sometimes it is couched 
in a bold scheme of speech, in a tart irony, in a lusty hyperbole, in 
a startling metaphor, in a plausible reconciling of contradictions, or 
in acute nonsense: sometimes a scenical representation of persons or 
things, a counterfeit speech, a mimical look or gesture, passeth for 
it: sometimes an affected simplicity, sometimes a presumptuous 
bluntness giveth it being: sometimes it riseth only from a lucky 
hitting upon what is strange: sometimes from a crafty wresting ob. 
vious matter to the purpose. Often it consisteth in one knows not 


what, and springeth up one can hardly tell how. Its ways are un- 3 


accountable, and inexplicable ; being answerable to the numberless 


xovings of fancy, and windings of language. It is, in short, a man- 
ner of speaking out of the simple and plain way, (such as reason 
teacheth and proveth things by,) which by a pretty surpriaing un- 
couthness in conceit or expression, doth affect and amuse the fancy, 


Stirring in it some wonder, and breeding some delight theteto. It 
raiseth admiration, as *ignifying 8 5 | 
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sition; as motion is accelerated by the continuance 
of the impetus. Besides, Sir, (looking at Mr. Wilkes 
with a placid but significant smile) a man may col- 
lect sermons with intention of making himself better 
by them. I hope Mr. Beauclerk intended, that some 


time or other that should be the case with him.“ 


Mr. Wilkes said to me, loud enough for Dr. John- 
son to hear, © Dr, Johnson should make me a pre- 
sent of his Lives of the Poets, as I am a poor pa- 
triot, who cannot afford to buy them.“ Johnson 
seemed to take no notice of this hint; but in a little 
while, be called to Mr. Dilly, “ Pray, Sir, be so good 
as to send a set of my Lives to Mr. Wilkes, with my 
compliments.” This was accordingly done; and 
Mr. Wilkes paid Dr. Johnson a visit, was courteously 
received, and sat with him a long time, 7 

The company gradually dropped away. Mr. Dilly 
himself was called down stairs upon business; I left 
the room for some time; when I returned, I was 


a special felicity of invention, a vivacity of spirit, and reach of wit 
more than vulgar ; it seeming to argue a rare quickness of parts, 
that one can fetch in remote conceits applicable; a notable skill, 
that he can dextrously accommodate them to the purpose before 
him ; together with a lively briskness of humour, not apt to damp 
those sportful flashes of imagination, (Whence in Aristotle such 
persons are termed sxd4{0;, dextrous men, and w5g-Pei, men of facile 
or versatile manners, who can easily turn themselves to all tha 

or turn all things to themselves.) It also procureth delight, by 
gratifying curiosity with its rareness, as semblance of difficulty : (as 
monsters, not for their beauty, but their rarity; as juggling tricks, 
not for their use, but their abstruseness, are beheld with pleasure: 
by diverting the mind from its road of serious thoughts ; by instil- 
ling gaiety and airiness of spirit; by provoking to such dispositions 
of spirit in way of emulation or complaizance ; and by seasoning 
matters, otherwise distasteful or insipid, with an unusual and thence 
grateful tang,” | 2 


F 
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struck with observing Dr. Samuel Johnson and John. 
Wilkes, Esq. literally /4/e-a-4&te ; for they were re- 
 clined upon their chairs, with their heads leaning 
almost close to each other, and talking earnestly, in a 
Kind of confidential whisper, of the personal quarrel 
between George the Second and the King of Prussia. 

Such a scene of perfectly easy sociality between two 
such opponents in the war of political controversy, as 
that which I now beheld, would have been an excel- 
lent subject for a picture. It presented to my mind 
the happy days which are foretold in Scripture, den 
the lion shall lie down with the kid.“ 

Aſter this day there was another pretty long inter- 
wok during which Dr. Johnson and I did not meet. 
When I mentioned it to him with regret, he was 
mags to say, Then, Sir, let us live double.“ 

About this time it was much the ſashion ſor seve- 
ral ladies to have evening assemblies, where the ſair 
sex might participate in conversation with literary 
and ingenious men, animated by a desire to please. 
These societies were denominated Blue-stocking Clubs, 
the origin of which title being little known, it may 
de worth while to relate it. One of the most emi- 
nent members of those societies, when they first com- 
menced, was Mr. Stillingfleet,“ whose dress was re- 
markably grave, and in particular it was observed, 
that he wore blue stockings. Such was the excel- 


59 When I mentioned this to the Bishop of Killaloe, „With the 
goat,” said his Lordship. Such, however, was the engaging polite- 
ness and pleasantry of Mr. Wilkes, and such the social good humour 
of the Bishop, that when they dined together at Mr. Dilly's, where 
I aleo was, they were mutually agreeable. 
| * Ms. Veja Slegnt,anchour of carding natal 
kistory, &c. 
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lence of his conversation, that his absence was felt as 
so great a loss, that it used to be said, We can do 
nothing without the blue-s/vekings ;”* and thus by de- 
grees the title was established. Miss Hannah More 
has admirably described a Blue-s:oching Club, in her 


« Bas Bleu, a poem in which many of the persons 


who were most conspicuous there are mentioned. 
Johnson was prevailed with to come sometimes 


into these eiroles, and did not think himself too grave 


even ſor the lively Miss Monckton (now Countess of 
Corke) who used to have the finest bit of Blue at the 
honse of her mother, Lady Galway. Her vivacity 


enchanted the Sage, and they used to talk together 


with all imaginable ease. A singular instance 


pened one evening, when she insisted that some of 


Sterne's writings were very pathetick. Johnson 
bluntly denied it.“ I am sure (Said she) they have 
affected me.“ Why (said Johnson, smiling, and 
rolling himself about, ) that is, because, dearest, you're 
a dunce.” When she some time afterwards men- 
tioned this to him, he said with equal truth and po- 
liteness ; © Madam, if I had thought so, I certainly 
should not have said it.” | 


Another evening Johnson's kind: indulgence to- 


wards me had a pretty difficult trial. I bad dined 


at the Duke of Montrose's with a very agreeable 


party, and his Grace, according to his usual custom, 
had circulated the bottle very freely. Lord Graham 
and I went together to Miss Monekton's, where I 


certainly was in extraordinary spirits, and above all 
fear or awe. In the midst of a great number of per- 


sons of the first rank, amongst whom T recollect with 


confusion, a noble lady of the most stately decorum, 


L placed myself next to Johnson, and thinking myself 


- 


aa * 9 * 
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now fully his match, talked to him in a loud and bois- 
terous manner, desirous to let the company know 
how I could contend with Ajax. I particularly re- 
member pressing him upon the value of the pleasures 
of the imagination, and as an illustration of my argu- 
ment, asking him, What, Sir, supposing I were to 
fancy that the (naming the most charming 
Duchess in his Majesty's dominions) were in love with 
me, should I not be very happy? My friend with 
much address evaded my interrogatories, and kept me 
as quiet as possible; but it may easily be conceived 
how he must have felt.“ However, when a few days 


7 Next day I endeavoured to give what had happened the mozt 
ingenious turn I could, by the following verses : 


TO THE: HONOURABLE MISS MONCKTONs 


Nor that with th' excellent Montrose 

I had the happiness to dine; | 
Not that I late from table rose, | 
2 $ wit, from generous vine; | 


It was not these alone which led 
On sacred manners to eneroach; 
And made me feel what most I dread, 
Jonnsox's just frown, and self-reproach, 


But when I enter'd, not abash'd, 

From your bright eyes were shot such aſh 
At once intoxication flash'd, 

And all my frame was in a blaze ! 


But not a brilliant blaze I own, 
Of the dull smoke I'm yet asham'd; 


I was a dreary ruin grown, 
And not enlighten'd though inflam'd, 


Victim at once to wine and love, 

I hope, Marta, you'll forgive; 
While I invoke the powers above, | 
That henceforth I may wiser live, S.. 
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afterwards I waited upon him and made an apology, 
he behaved with the most friendly 2 | 
While I remained in London this year, Johnson 
4d 1 dined together at several places, I recollect 
a placid day at Dr. Butter's, who had now removed 
from Derby to Lower Grosvenor- street, London; 
but of his conversation on that and other occasions 
during this period, I neglected to keep any regular 
record, and shall therefore insert here some miscella- 
neous articles which I find in my Johnsonian notes. 
His disorderly habits, when © making provision for. 
the day that was passing over him,” appear from the- 
following - anecdote, - communicated to me by Mr. 
John Nichols :—* In the year 1763, a young book- 
seller, who was an apprentice to Mr. Whiston, waited 
on him with a subscription to his © Shakspeare: and 
observing that the Doetor made no entry in any book. 
ol the subscriber's name, ventured difhdently to ask, 
whether he would please to have the gentleman's 
address, that it might be properly inserted in the 
printed list of subscribers. I shall print no List of 
Subocriberr; said Johnson, with great abruptness : 
but almost immediately recollecting himself, added, 
very complacently, Sir, I have two very cogent 
reasons for not printing any list of subscribers; one, 
that I have lost all the: homes the other, that I 
have spent all the money.“ Ga 
- Johuson could not brook appearing to be worsted 
in argument, even when he had taken the wrong side, 
to shew the force and dexterity of his talents. When, 
therefore, he perceived that bis opponent gained 
The lady was generously forgiving, returned me an obliging 
answer, and ¶ thus obtained an Aci Y . Any "RO care never 
to offend an 77 dh 7 wind | 
vol.. Iv. I 
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ground, he had recourse to some sudden mode of 
robust sophistry. Once when I was pressing upon 
him with visible advantage, he stopped me thus :— 
My dear Boswell, let's have no more of this; you'll 
make nothing of it. I'd rather have vou whistle a 
Scotch tune.” 


Care, however, must must be uben to dixtinguish how 


tween Johnson when he © talked for victory,” and 
Johnson when he had no desire but to inform and il- 
lustrate-—* One of Johnson's principal talents Gays 
an eminent friend of his)* was shewn in maintaining 


the wrong side of an argument, and in a splendid 


perversion of the truth.—If you could contrive to 
have his fair opinion on a subjeet, and without any 
| bias from personal prejudice, or from a wish to be 


victorious in argument, jt was m, "_ not. 


only convincing; but overpowering.” 


He had, however, all his life 8 . | 


comider conversation as a trial of intellectual vigour 
and skill; and to this I think, we may venture to 
ascribe that unexampled richness and brilliancy 
which appeared in his own. As a proof at once of 
bis eagerness for colloquial distinction, and his- bigh 
notion of this eminent friond, he once addressed him 
thus: © ——, we now have been several hours toge- 


ther; and you have said nn for” which ap 


_ envied you. 
He disliked much all am W con- 
Ante which tended to discourage men from 


diligence and exertion. He was in this like Dr. 


Shaw, the great traveller, who Mr. Daines Barring- 
. e to 889» * I hate . cui Pong man,” 


* [Th ms Right Ha ven Gerd eue 4 ö 
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Upon being asked by a friend what he sbould think 

of a man who was apt to say nom esl tanti; — That 

he's a stupid fellow, Sir; (answered Johnson): What 

would thees 1a ten be doing the while?“ When 

Lin a low-spirited fit, was talking to him with in- 
difference of the pursuits which generally engage us 

in a course of action, and inquiring a reason for taking 

so much trouble; © Sir (said he, in an animated 

tone) it is driving on the system of life,” | | 
He told me, that he was glad that I had, by Gene- 
ral Oglethorpe's means become acquainted with Dr. 
Shebbeare. Indeed that gentleman, whatever objec- 

* tions were made to him, had knowledge and abilities 
much above the class of ordinary writers, and de- . 
serves to be remembered as a respectable name in 
literature, were it only for bis admirable * Letters 
on the English Nation,” "Ia the name of Bat- 

| tista Angeloni, a Jesuit.“ 

Juobnson and Shebbeare, * were frequently named 
together, as having in former reigns had no predilec- 
tion for the family of Hanover. The authour of the 
celebrated © Heroick Epistle to Sir William Cham- 
bers,” introduces them in one line, in a list of those 
« who tasted the sweetsof his present Majesty's reign.” 

Such was Johnson's candid relish of the merit of that 

satire, that he allowed Dr. Goldsmith, as he told me, 
to read it to him from beginning to GO" did not 
refuse his praise to its execution. 

Goldsmith could sometimes take e li- 
e with him, and escape unpunished. Beau- 
cierk wid in that os talked of a projet | 


ene W in i newspapers, that the 
2 aa | | 
5 x 2 
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for having a third Theatre in London, solely ſor the 
exhibition of new plays, in order to deliver authours 
ſrom the supposed tyranny of managers, Johnson 
treated it -slightingly; upon which Goldsmith said, 
« Ay, ay, this may be nothing to yon, who _ 
now shelter yourself behind the corner of a pension;” 
and that Johnson bore this with good humour. 
Johnson praised the Earl of Carlisle's Poems, 
which his Lordship had published with his name, as 
not disdaining to be a candidate for literary fame. 
My friend was of opinon, that when a man of rank 
appeared in that character, he deserved to have his 
merit e allowed. In this: I —_ he was 


me Men of rank and met CD ee 
of haying a real claim to the approbation of the publick, as writers, 
before they venture to stand forth. Dryden 3 in 3 his preface to to "Al 
FP for Love,“ thus expresses himself: 
| Men of pleasant conversation(at least esteemed so) ak RON 
with a trifling kind of fancy, perhaps helped out by a smattering of 
Latin, are ambitious to distinguish —— the herd of 
gentlemen, by their poetry : ey 8 


Rarut enim; . sentus — in a 
. Fortuna. | 


1 


A 1 not to be ee 
what fortune has done for them, and sit down quietly with their 
estates, but they must call their wits in question, and needlesly ex- 
pose their nakedness to publick view ? Not considering that they 
| | are not to expect the same approbation from sober men, which they 
| have found from their flatterers after the third bottle: If a little 
| glittering in discourse has passed them on us for witty men, where 
| 0 was the necessity of undeceiving the world? Would a man who 
| | Has an ill title to an estate, but yet is in poszession of it, would he 
bring it out of his own accord to he tried at Westminster? We 
who write, if we want the talents, yet have the excuse that we do 
| it for a poor Subsisrence ; but what can be urged in their defence, 
| who, not having the vocation of poverty to scribble, out of mere 


9 
* 
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more liberal than Mr. William Whitehead, in his 
* Elegy to Lord Villiers, in which under the pre- 
text of © superiour_ toils, demanding all their care, 
he discovers a jealousy of the great paying. Wer court 
to the Muses: 


1 A choceu fois! 
1197 © Who dare excel, thy-fost'ring aid afford, 
Their one! their ge. OY wen een 
Q due. 25 ö 
bs „Exalt; e be thy elf Wy they link K 


Johnson had called twice on the Bisbop of Killaloe 
before his Lordship zet out for Ireland, having missed 
him the first time. He said, „It would have hung 
heavy on my heart if J had not seen him. No man 
ever paid more attention to another than he has done 
to me; and I have neglected him, not x Foul; 


w antonness WY 158 to make themselves ridiculous ? Horace was 1 
certainly in the right where he said, That no man is satisfied with 
his own condition. A Poet is not pleased, because he is not rich; 
and the rich are r because the poets will not admit chem 
of their num 
4 This give ths very great leis, r Wide kal Wham once a 
pretty smart altercation between Dr. Barnard and him, upon a ques- | 1 
tion, whether a man could improve bimself after the age oſ forty- 1 
fire; when Johnson in a hasty humour, expressed himself in a. 1 
manner not quite civil, Dr. Barnard wade it the gubject of a copy | 
of pleasant verses, in which he supposed himself to learn! different 
perſbetions ou — men. "ER pp > with ee I; 
1 {100 3 | 20 Kalian 771 | 1 
A eee eee eee ¹ον⁰.,j 37107! Il! 
'In faitest light each-borrow'd grace 3+ + 2 ] i 
From him I'll learn to Write ; 1 5 | 
Copy his clear familiar style, 
And by the roughness of his file . 
09222 Grow, like bimelf, pabrtes!! K. Tr ts Bd | 
I know not whether Johnson cer wr the Poe, a ade 


{ 
| 
[ 
| 
g 
i 
l 
1 


18 THE LIFE OF” rar. 52. 
but from being otherwise occupied. Always, Sir, set 
a high value on spontaneous kindness. He whose 
inclination prompts him to cultivate your friendship 
of his own accord, will love you more ak one whom 
you have been at pains to attach to you.” | 
Johnson told me, that he was once much . 
to find that a carpenter, who lived near him, was very 
ready to shew him some things in his business which 


he wished to see: It was paying as he) nn: to 


literature.“ 

IJ asked him if hy was not dixzatisfied with 3 
80 small a share of wealth, and none of those distinc- 
tions in the state which are the objects of ambition. 
He had only a pension of three hundred a year, 
Why was he not in such circumstances as to keep 
his coach? Why had he not some considerable 
office? Jounxsox, © Sir, I have never complained of 
the world ; nor do I think that I have reason to com- 


plain. It is rather to be wondered at that I have s0 
much. My pension is more out of the usual course 


of things than any instance that I haye known, 
Here, Sir, was a man ayowedly no friend to Govern- 
ment at the time, who got a pension without asking 
for it. I never courted the great; they sent for me; 
but I think they now give me up. They are satis- 
fied z they have seen enough of me.“ Upon my 
observing that I could not believe this, for they 


must certainly be highly pleased by his conversa- 


tion; conscious of his on superiority, he answered, 
No, Sir; great Lords and great ladies don't love to 
have their mouths e This was very expres- 


tion to find that us Dr Barnard and be knew each * egen 
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vive of the effect which the force of his understanding 
and brilliancy of his fancy could not but produce; 
and, to be. sure, they must have found themselves 
strangely diminisbed in his company. When I 


warmly declared how happy I was at all times to hear 


him 3—“ Yes, Sir, (aid he); but if you were Lord 
Chancellor, i it would not be so: you would then con- 
sider your own dignity.” _ 

There was much truth and knowledge of 13 
nature in this remark. But certainly one should 
think, that in whatever elevated state of life a man 


who knew the value of the conversation of Johnson 


might be placed, though he might prudently avoid a 
situation in Which he might appear lessened by com- 
parison ; yet he would frequently gratify himself in 
private with the participation of the rich intellectual 
entertainment which Johnson could furnish. Strange, 
however, it is, to consider how few of the great 
sought his society; so that if one were disposed to 
take occasion for satire on that account, very conspi- 
cuous objects present themselves. His noble friend, 
Lord Elibank, well observed, that if a great man 
procured an interview with Johnson, and did not 
wish to see him more, it shewed a mere idle curiosity, 
and a wretched want of relish for extraordinary po- 
ers of mind. Mrs Thrale justly and wittily accounted 


for such conduet by saying, that Jobnson's conversa- 


tion was by much too strong for a person accustomed 
to obsequiousnicss and flattery ; it was e 4 
child's mouth! 
One day, when I told bim that 1 us a zealous 
Tory, but not enough © according to knowledge,” 
and should be obliged to him for © a reason, he: was 


50 candid, and expressed himself so well, that I beg- 


* 
N 
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ged oſ him to repeat what he had: said, 4 1 wrote 
aan as 1 | 


Jos | 


or TORY AND WHIG. 


is. A wise Tory and a wise Whig, 1 delete, will 
agree. Their principles : are the same, though their 


modes of thinking are different. A high Tory 


makes government unintelligible ; it is lost in, the 
clouds. A violent Whig makes it impracticable: he 
is for allowing e 50 much liberty to every man, that 
there is not power enough to govern. any man. 
The prejudice of the Tory is for establishment ; 

"The prejudice of the Whig is for innovation. A 
Tory does not wish to give more real power to 
Gorernment; but that Government should have 
more reverence. Then they differ as to the Church. 
The Tory is not for giving more legal power to the 


Clergy, but wisbes they should have a considerable 


influence, founded on the opinion of mankind ; ; the 


Whig is for . and watching them with a nar- 
row Jealousy.” | | 
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with my good wishes for the prosperity of you and 


ur partner, * of whame.fragh our short conversa- 
Mr. Barclay, a ding of. Rakes. "ly is bis the 
celebrated apologist of the people called Quakers, and remarkable 


| for maintaining the principles of his venerable progenitor, with as 


much of the elegance of modem Ae as 1s $ consistent with ba. 


mitive . Ca V3 
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tion, I could not Judge een than n 
1 am, Sir, 4 #5 

| 146 Youn most i n 5 
| June, 8 Abo 441 | © DAM Jonnzon.?! 5 


On Saturdily, Ups vs 2, 1 set out ſor Scotland, 
and had promised, to pay a visit, in my way, as L 
zometimes did, at Southill, in Bedſordshire, at the 
hospitable mansion of Squire Dilly, the elder brother 
of my worthy friends, the booksellers, in the Poultry. 
Dr. Johnson agreed to be of the party this year, with 
. Charles Dilly and me, and to go and see Lord 
Bute's seat at Luton Hoe. He talked little to us in 
the carriage, being chiefly. occupied in reading Dr, 
Watson's* 5ecqnd volume of © Chemical Essays,“ 
which he liked very well, and his ow] e © Prince. of 
Abysinia,” on which he seemed to be iutensely 
fixed ; having told us, that he had not looked at it 
since it was ſirst published. I happened to take it | 
out of my pocket this day, and he seized upon it with | 
avidity. He pointed out to me. the following, re- 
markable passage; © By what means (Said the prince) 
are the Europeans thus powerful ; or Why, since they 
can so easily visit. Asia and Africa, for, trade or con 
quest, cannot the Asiaticks and Africans invade 
their coasts, plant colonies, in their ports, and give 1 
laws to their natural princes? The same wind; that „ 
carries them back would bring us thitber,,: ——< They - "nn 
enn 


6 \ Now Birhop of Liandaff, ane ofthe orgy Ridoprigha inch 
Kingdom, His Lordship has written with much zeal to shew the | 
propriety of eqia/izing the revenues of Bishops. He has informed [1 
us that he has burnt all his Chemical papets. The friends of our it 
excellent conſtitution, now assailed on exery side by innovators and 


levellers, would have less uA. the eee pts zome of his 
W s other writing. 
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are more „ peſul, Sir, than we, (answered Imlac,) 
because they are wiser. Knowledge will always pre- 
dominate over ignorance, as man goverus the other 
animals. But why their knowledge is more than 
ours, I know not what reason can be given, but the 
unscarchable will of the Supreme Being.” He Said, | 
4 This, Sir, no man can explain otherwise.“ 
We stopped at Welwyn, where I wished much to 
ze, in company with Dr. Johnson, the residence 
of the authour of Night Thoughts,” which was 
then possessed by his son, Mr. Young,” Here some 
address was requisite, for I was not acquainted” with 
Mr. Young, and had I proposed to Dr. Johnson that 


we 8hould send to him, he would have checked my 


wish, and perhaps been offended. I therefore con- 


certed with Mr. Dilly, that I should steal away from 


Dr. Johnson and him, and try what reception I could 
procure from Mr. Young ; if unfavourable, nothing 
was to be said; but if agreeable, I should return and 
notify it to them. I hastened to Mr. Young's, found 
he was at home, sent in word that a gentleman de- 


+ 8ired to wait upon him, and was ghewn into a parlour, 


where heand a young lady, his daughter, were sitting. 
He appeared to be a plain, civil, country gentleman; 


and when I begged pardon for presuming to trouble 
bim, but that J wished much to see his place, if he 


would give me leave; he behaved very courteous|y, 
and answered,“ By all means, Sir; * are just going 


90 to drink tea; will you sit down ?” I thanked him, 


but said, that Dr. Johnson had come with me from 
London, and I must return to the inn and drink tea 
with him; that my name was Boswell, I had travelled 
with him inthe Hebrides, ' Sir, (said he) I should 


think it a great honour to see Dr. Johnson here. 
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Will you allow me to send for him?“ Availing my- 
self of this opening, I said that © I would go myself 
and bring him, when he bad drunk tea; he knew 
nothing of my calling here.“ Having been thus 
successful, I hastened back to the inn, and informed 
Dr. Johnson that “ Mr. Young, son of Dr. Young, 
the authour of * Night Thoughts, whom I had just 
left, desired to have the honour of seeing him at the 
house where his father lived.” Dr. Johnson luckily 
made no inquiry how this invitation had arisen, but 
agreed to go, and when we entered Mr. Young's 
parlour, he addressed him with a very polite bow, 
Sir, I had a curiosity to come and see this place. 
I had the honour to know that great man, your 
father.” We went into the garden, where we found 
a gravel walk, on each side of which was a row of 
trees, planted by Dr. Young, which formed a hand- 
some Gothick arch; Dr. Johnson called it 4 fine 
groye. I beheld it with reverence. 

We sat some time in the sammer- house, e 
outside wall of which was inscribed, ©* Hmbulantes in 
horto audiebant vocem Dei; and in reference to a 


brook by which it is situated, © Yivendi rect? qui pro- 


rogus horam, &c.” said to Mr. Young, that I had 
been told his father was cheerful. © Sir, (said he) he 
was too well-bred a man not to be cheerful in com- 
pany ; but he was gloomy when alone. He never 


was cheerful after my mother's death, and he bad 


met with many disappointments,” Dr. Johuson ob- 


served to me afterwards, © That this was no favour- 


able account of Dr, Young; for it is not becoming 
in a man to have 80 little acquiescence in the ways 
of Providence, as to be gloomy because he has not 


obtained as much preferment as he expected; nor to 
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continne gloomy for the loss of his wife. Grief has its 
time.“ The last part of this censure was theoreti- 
n Practically, we know that grief for the 
loss Of a wife may be continued very long, in propor- 
tion as affection has been eincere. Na won knew 
this better than Dr. Johnson. 
Me went into the church, and looked at che mo- 
numenit ereeted by Mr. Young to his ſather. Mr. 
Young mentioned an anecdote, that his father had 
received scveral thousand pounds of gubseription- 
money far his Universal Pussion, but had lost it 
in che South- Sea. Dr. Johnson thought this must 
ee for mg _ neuer 1 a spbacription- 
book. way 1; adt bed | 
Lon, the wake mn talked.of the, uncertainty of 
profit with which authours and-booksellers engage in 
the publication of literary works. Jonxgon,; ©. My 
| Judgement I have ſound is no certain rule as to the 
sale of a book.” Boswsus.,'** Pray, Sir, have you 
been much plagued with authours sending you their 
works to revise?” Jonnsos, .* No, Sir; I have been 
thought a sour surly fellow.“ BoswkLIL. Very 
lucky ſor you, Sir, —in that reepect.”; 4,6 must how- 
ever observe, that notwithstanding what he now 
said, which he no doubt imagined at / the time to be 
the fact, there Was, perhaps, no man who more fre- 
quently yielded to the solicitations even of very ob- 
scure authours, to read their manuscrits, «ag 
liberally assisted them with, advice and correction. 
_ ons l very happy at Squire Dilly 5 
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where there is always abundance of ane fare, 
and hearty welcome. 

On Sunday, June 3, we all went to Southall 
church, which is very near to Mr. Dilly's house. It 
being the first Sunday of the month, the holy sacra- 
ment was administered, and I staid to partake of it. 
When I came afterwards into Dr. Johnson's room, 
he said, “Lou did right to stay and receive the 
communion; I bad not thought of it.“ This 
scemed to imply that he did not choose to approach 
the altar without a previous preparation, as to which 
good men entertain different opinions, some holding 
that it is irreverent to partake of that ordinance with- 
out considerable premeditation ; others, that who- 


ever is a sincere Christian, and in a proper frame of 


mind to discharge any other ritual duty of our reli- 
gion, may, without scruple, discharge this most so- 
lemn one. A middle notion I believe to be the just 


one, which is, that communicants need not think a 


long train of preparatory forms indispensibly neces- 
sary; but neither should they rashly and lightly ven- 
ture upon so aweful and, mysterious/ an institution. 
Christians must judge each for himself, what degree 
of retirement and elf-examination | is ne upon 
each occasion. 

Being in a frame of mind which, I hope for the feli- 
city of human nature, many experience, —in fine 
weather, —at the country house of a friend, - conso- 
led and elevated by pious exercises. I expressed 
myself with an unrestrained fervour to my Guide, 


Philosopher, and Friend; © My dear Sir, I would 
fain be a good man; and I am very good now. I 
fear Gon, and honour the King, I wish to do no ill, 


and to be benevolent to all cen He looked 
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at me with a benignant indulgence; but took occa- 


sion to give me wise and salutary caution. Do 
not, Sir, accustom yourself to trust to impressions. 
There is a middle state of mind between <conviction 
and hypocrisy, of which many are conscious. By 
trusting to impressions, a man may gradually come 
to yield to them, and at length be subject to them, 80 


as not to be a free agent, or what is the same thing 


in effect, to sppose that he is not a free agent. A 
man who is in that state, should not be suffered to 
live; if he declares he cannot help acting in a parti- 
cular way, and is irresistibly impelled, there can be no 
confidence in him, no more than in a tyger. But, 


Sir, no man believes himself to be impelled irresisti- 
bly; we know that he who says he believes it, lies. 


Favourable impressions at particular moments, as to 
the state of our souls, may be deccitful and dangerous. 
In general no man can be sure of his acceptance 
with Gop; some, indeed, may have had it revealed 
to them. St. Paul, who wrought miracles, may have 
had a miracle wronght on himself, and may have ob- 
tained supernatural assurance of pardon, and mercy, 
and beatitude; yet St. Paul, though he expresses 


strong hope, also expresses fear, lest having preached 
to others, he himself should be a cast-away.” - | 


The opinion of a learned Bishop of our acquaint- 


| ance, as to there being merit in religious faith, being 


mentioned ;—Joxxson. © Why, yes, Sir, the most 
licentious man, were hell open before him, would 
not take the most beautiful strumpet to his arms. 
We must, as the Apostle says, live by faith, not by 
sight.“ | 

US talked to him e aan in comequence of 


| ? Dr, Oghe, i bi ca cg non the Andes of th 
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x the fall of man, and of the atonement made by our 
Saviour. After some conversation, which he desired 


me to remember, 1 at my request, dictated to me 
4 as follows: 


« Wirn respect to original sin, the inquiry is not 
necessary; for whatever is the cause of human cor- 
ruption, men are evidently and confessedly so corrupt, 
that all the laws of heaven and earth are insufficient 
to restrain them from crimes, 

Ef Whatever difficulty there may be in the con- 
1 ception of vicarious punishments, it is an opinion 

; which has had possession of mankind in all ages. 
1 There is no nation that has not used the practice of 
F sacrifices. Whoever, therefore, denies the propriety 

| of vicarious punishments, holds an opinion which 
{ the sentiments and practice of mankind have contra- 
F dicted, from the beginning of the world. The great 
sacrifice for the sins of mankind was offered at the 
death of the Mess1an, who is called in seripture, 
The Lamb of Gop, that taketh away the sins of 
the world.” To judge of the reasonableness of the 
scheme of redemption, it must be considered as ne- 
Lt ' ceaary to the government of the universe, that Gov 
| should make known bis perpetual and irreconcileable 


E Christian Faith,“ with admirable acuteness thus addresses the op- ; 
K Posers of that Doctrine, which accounts for the confusion, ein, and 

5 misery, which we find in this life: © It would be severe in Gop, 

|: you think, to degrade us to zuch a sad state as this, for the offence 

. of our firſt parents: but you can allow him to place us in it without 

| any inducement. Are our calamities lewened for not being ascribed | 

to Adam ? If your condition be unhappy, is it not still unhappy, 

whatever was the occasion? with the aggravation of this reflection, 

that if it was as good as it was at first designed, there seems to * 

zome what the lets reason to look for its amendment. -. 
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detestation of moral evil. He might indeed punish, 
and punish only the offenders; but as the end of 
punishment is not revenge of ermes, but propagation 
of virtue, it was more becoming the Divine. clemency 
to find another manner of proceeding, less destructive 
to man, and at least equally powerful ' to promote 
goodness. The end of punishment is to reclaim and 
warn. That punishment will both reclaim and 
warn, which shews evidently such abhorrence of sin 
in Gob, as may deter us from it, or strike us with 
dread of vengeance when we have committed it. 
This is effected by vicarious punisghment. Nothing 
could more testify the opposition between the nature 
of Gop and moral evil, or more amply display his 
justice, to men and angels, to all orders and succes- 
sions of beings, than that it was necessary for the 
highest and purest nature, even for Divinity itself, 
to pacify the demands of vengeance, by a painful 
death; of which-the natural effect will be, that when 
justice is appeased, there is a proper place for the ex- 
ercise of meroy; and that such propitiation shall sup- 
ply, in some degree, the imperfections of our obedi- 
cence, and the inefficacy of our repentance: for, obe- 
_ dience and repentance, such as we can perform, are 
still necessary. Our Saviour has told us, that he 
did not come to destroy the law, but to fulfill: to 
fulfill the typical law, by the performance of what 
those types had foreshewn ; and the moral law, by 
Penh of greater purity and higher exaltation.”. 

[Here he said, Gon bless you with it.“ I.ac- 
knowledged myself much obliged: to bim; but i: 
'begged that he would go on as to the propitiation 
being the chicf object of our most holy faith. He 
then dictated this one 288 paragraph. J. 
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6 The peculiar doctrine of Christianity is, that of 
an universal sacrifice, and perpetual propitiation. 
Other prophets only proclaimed the will and the 
threatenings of Gop. Curivr satisfied his justice.“ 

The Reverend Mr. Palmer*, Fellow of Queen's- 
College, Cambridge, dined with us. He expressed 
a wish that a better provision were made for parish- 
clerks. - Jonxsow. © Yes, Sir, a parish-clerk should 
be a man who is able to make a will, or write a 
letter for any body in the parish.” 

I mentioned Lord Monboddo's notion that the 
ancient Egyptians, with all their learning, and all 
their arts, were not only black, but woolly-haired. 
Mr. Palmer asked how did it appear upon exa- 

mining the nas? Dr. Johnson approved of 
this test. 


„dee foll ame vas Thomas Poche 
dew afterwards went to Dundee, in Scotland, where he officiated 


as minister to a congregation of the sect who call themselves Unit. 


 ariens, from a notion that they distinctively worship oh Goo, be- 
cause they deny the mysterious doctrine of the Tur r. They da 
not advert that the great body of the Christian Church in main. 
rn that mystery, maintain also the Unity of the Gopyrao ; 
the © Tammy in Uxrryl— three persons and ons Gop,”* The 
Church humbly adores the Dy mrrv as exhibited in the holy Scrip- 
tures, The Unitarian zect vainly presumes to comprehend and de- 
fine the ADanrr. Mr. Palmer having heated his mind with 


political speculations, became 50 much, dissatisſied with our excel» 


lent Constitution, as to compose, publish, and circulate writings, 


which were found to be s0 seditious and dangerous, that upon being 


3 by a Jury, the Court of Justiciary in Scotland sentenced 
him to transportation for fourteen years, A loud clamour against 
this sentence was made by some Members of both Houses of: Parlia- 


ment ; but both Houses approved of it by a great majority f and he : 


was conveyed to the settlement for convicts in New South Wales, ] 
Taken from Herodotus, | 
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Although upon most occasions I never heard a 


more strenuous advocate for the advantages of 


wealth, than Dr. Johnson, he this day, I know not 
from what caprice, took the other ide. I bave 
not observed (Sud he) that men of very large for- 
tunes enjoy any thing extraordinary that makes hap- 
piness. What has the Duke of Bedford? What has 
the Duke of Devonshire? The only great instance 


that I have ever known of the enjoyment of wealth 


was, that of Jamaica Dawkins, who, going to visit 
Palmyra, and hearing that the way was inſested by 
robbers, hired. a now of Turkish horse to _ 
him,” Aa 

2 DDn — ajany ** Dineating m n doing _ 
tioned, he said, „I took to Dr. Gibbons. 
addressing himself to Mr. Charles Dilly, qo 64 ＋ 
shall be glad to sce him. Tell him, if he'll call on 
me; and dawdle over a dish hoy tea ay an nenden, [ 
spalt YakeT kind.“ ain ee 

_ The Reverend, Mr, Smith; Yicat of Southill, a 
very; respeetable wan, with. a. very agreeable Genily, 
sent an invitation to us to drink tea. I remarked Dr. 
Johnson's very respectful politeness. Though always 
found of changing. the scene, he Said, * Me must 
Have Mr, Dilly's leave... We cannot go from your 
house, Sir, without your permission. We all went, 
und were well satisfied with our visit. I however 


remember nothing particular, except a nice distine- 


tion which Dr. Jobnson, made with respect to the 
power of memory, maintaining that forgetfulness was 
a man's o fault. To remember and to recollect 


(Aid he) are different things. A man has not the 


power do recollect What is not in bis mind; but 


4 
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when a thing is in his mind he may remember it.“ 
The remark. was ocasioned by my leaning back on 
a chair, which a licle, before) I bad perceived: to be 
= broken, and pleading ſorgetfulness as an excuse. 
1 é Sir, (said he,) its Wan — was deer in 
E yOu mind., den n 990 
| When 1 obaeryrd, that a ee ee, in ge- 
neral very timorous — Jouxsox. % No wonder, Sip; 
he is afraid of being shot, getting iu a #houge, or 
hanged: when he has got od it. „ 
* Hle told us, that he had in one day vritton six sheets 
® of a translation from the French; adding, I Should 
be glad to sec it now. I wish that I had copies of 
all the pamphlets written against me, as it is said 
' . Pope bad. Had I known that I should make 0 
5 much noise in che world, I should have, been at 
f pains to collect them. I believe there is hardly a 
day in which. n is not en n me in 
dhe newspapers.“ nE e Lat Shes 
On Monday, e *. we; n —_ _ nts xg 
| to see Lord Bute's magnificent seat, ſor which I had | 
obtained a ticket. A we entered the park, I talked 1 
in a high style of my old friendship with Lord 2 ll 
Mountstuart, and Said, I shall probably he, much 
at this place. The Sage, aware, of human vicissi- 
tudes, gentlycheckecd me: Don't you be too sure of 
that. He made two. or three peculiar observations 3. 
as when shewn the botanical garden, “ Is not eue | Wl! 
garden a botanicul garden? When told that there in 
was a shrubbery to the extent of several, miles: 1 
That is making a very ſoolisb use of the ground; | 
a little of it is very well,” When it was proposed I! 
that we should walk on the pleasure · ground ʒ (Dont ft 
let us Barde oursolyes. Why should we. walk % 
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there? Here's a fine tree, let's get to tbe top of it.” 
But upon the whole, he was very much pleased. He 
said, This is one of the places I do not regret 
having come to see. It is a very stately place, in- 
deed ; in the house maguificence is not sacrificed to 
convenience, nor convenience to magnificence. The 
hbrary is very splendid; the dignity of the rooms is 
very great; and the quantity of pictures is beyond 
expectation, beyond hope.” 

It happened without any previous pune that we 
visited the seat of Lord Bute upon the King's birth- 


is day ; we dined and drank his Majesty's health at an 


inn, in the village of Luton. 

In the evening I put him in mind of his promise 
to favour me with a copy of his celebrated Letter to 
the Earl of Chesterfield, and he was at last pleased 
to comply with this earnest request, by dictating it 
to me from his metnory ; for he believed that he 
himself had no copy. There was an animated glow 
in his countenance while he as a5 his high - 
minded indignaiion. | 

He laughed heartily at « ludicrous action 10 the 
Court of Session, in which I was Counsel. The 
Society of Procurators, or Attornies, entitled to prac- 
tise in the inſeriour courts at Edinburgh, had ob- 
tained a royal charter, in which they had taken care 
to have their ancient designation of Procurators 
changed into that of Solicitors, from a notion, as they 
supposed, that it was more genteel ; and this new 
title they displayed by a publick advertisement for a 

General Meeting at their HALL. ö 

It has been said, that the Scottish nation is not 
dutinguisbed for humour; and, indeed, what hap- 
pened on this occasion may in some degree justiſy 
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the remark : for although this society had contrived 
to make themselves a very prominent object for the 
ridicule of such as might stoop to it, the only joke 
to which it gave rise, was the following para 
graph, sent to the newspaper called © The Caledonian 
Mercury.” 

A correspondent informs us, that the Worship- 


ful Society of Chaldeans, Cadies, or Running-Stationers 


by the singular success of their brethren, of an equally | 
respectable Society, to apply for-a Charter of their 


of this city are resolved, in imitation, and enconraged 


Privileges, particularly of the sole privilege of pro- 
CURING, in the most extensive sense of the word, ex- 
clusive of chairmen, porters, penny-post men, and 
other inferiour ranks ; their brethren the R- 
S—LL—Rs, alias P—C—88, before the INFBRIOUR 


Courts of this City, always excepted. 


brethren above mentioned ——— I 


this evening with what follows: 
« All injury is either of the perzop, the fortune, ot 


“Should the Worshipful Society be vin, 
they are farther resolved not to be puffed up thereby, 


but to demean themselves with more equanimity and 


decency than their R-y-1, learned, and very  madegt 


dignification and exaltation. 
A majority of the members of the Society prove- 
cnted Mr. Robertson, the publisher of the paper, for 


damages; and the first judgement of the whole Court 


very wisely dismissed the action: Solventur ria 14- 
bule, tu missus abibis. But a new trial or reyiew was 
granted upon a petition, according to the forms in 
Scotland. This petition I was engaged to answer, 
and Dr. Johnson, with great alaerity furnianed me 


the fame. Now it is a certain thing, it is -prover- 


- 
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bially known, that a jest breaks ns bones. They never 


have gained balf-a-crown less in the whole proſession 


vince this mischievous paragraph has appeared; and, 
as to their reputation, What is their reputation but 


an instrument of getting money? If, therefore, 
they have lost no money, the question upon reputa- 


tion may be answered by a very old EO 
minim is nom curul Proevor. | 
6) Whether there was, or was not, an animus inju- 
riandi, is not worth inquiring, if no mjurta can be 
proved. But the truth is, there was no aninus inju- 
riandi. It was only an animus irriiandi,“ which, 
happening to be exercised upon 'a genus irritabile, 
produced unexpected violence of resentment. Their 


irritability arose only ſrom an opinion of their own 


importance, and their delight in their new exalta- 
tion. What might have been borne by a Procurator 
could not be borne by a Solicitor. Your Lordships 


well know, that honores mutant mores. Titles and 


dignities play strongly on the fancy. As a madman 
is apt to think himself grown suddenly great, so he 


that grows suddenly great is apt to borrow a little 


from the madman. To co-operate with their resent- 
ment would be to promote their phrenzy; nor is it 


possible to guess to what they might proceed, if to 
the new title of Solicitor, should ve —_ the _ 


of vietory and triumph.” 


Wo consider your n as "__ e 


of our rights, and the guardians of our virtues; 


but believe it not included in your high office, that 


you should flatter! ne or . ahr _ | 


4 
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9 Mr. Robertson altered this word t6 . be e N in 
Blackstone that to irritate ene. 
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and, as vanity only dictaies this prosecution, it is 
humbly hoped your Lordships will dismiss it. 

If every attempt, however light or ludicrous; to 
lessen another's reputation, is to be punished: by 
a judicial sentence, what punishment can be suffi- 
ciently severe for him who attempts to diminish the 
reputation of the Supreme Court of Justice, by re- 
claiming upon a cause already determined, without 


any change in the state of the question? Does it 


not imply hopes that the Judges will change their 
opinion ? Is not uncertainty and inconstancy in the 
bighest degree disreputable. to a Court ? Does it 
not suppose, that the former judgement was temera- 
rious or negligent ? Does it not lessen the confi- 
_ dence of the publick ? Will it not be said, that jus 
est aut incognitum, aut vagum? and will not the con- 
sequence be drawn, mera est Servitus ? Will not 
the rules of action be obscure ? Will not he who 
knows himself wrong to-day, hope that' the Courts of 
Justice will think him right to-morrow? Surely, 
my Lords, these are attempts of dangerous tendency, 
which the Solicitors, as men versed in the law, should 


have forescen and avoided. It was natural for an 


ignorant printer to appeal from the Lord Ordinary ; 
but from lawyers, the descendants of lawyers, who 


have practised for three hundred years, and have now 


raised themselves to a higher denomination, it might 
be expected, that they should know the reverenee 
due to a judicial determination; and, having been 
once dismissed, should sit down in silence.“ c 
I am ashamed to mention, that the Court, by a 
plurality of voices, without having a single additional 
circumstance before them, reversed their own judge- 
ment, made a serious matter of this dull and foolish 


* 
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joke, and adjudged Mr. Robertson to pay to the 
Society five pounds (sterling money) and costs of 
suit. The decision will seem strange to n 
lawyers. 

On Tuesday, June 5, 8 was to return to 
London. He was very pleasant at breakſast; I men- 
tioned a friend of mine having resolved never to 
marry a pretty woman. Jornso0x. * Sir, it is a very 
foolish resolution to resolve not to marry a pretty 
woman. Beauty is of itself very estimable. No, 
Sir, I would preſer a pretty woman, unless there are 
objections to her. A pretty woman may be foolish ; 
a pretty woman may be wicked ; a pretty woman 
may not like me. But there is no such danger in 

marrying a pretty woman as is apprehended ; she 
will not be persecuted if she does not invite perse- 
cution. A pretty woman, if she has a mind to be 
wicked, can find a a . and 
that is all. 

I accompanied him in Mr. Dilly's chaise to Shef- 
ford, where talking of Lord Bute's never going to 
Scotland, he said, As an Englishman, I should wish 
all the Scotch gentlemen should be educated in 
England ; Scotland would become a province ; they 
would spend all their rents in England.” This is a 
subject of much consequence, and much delicacy. 
The advantage of an English education is unques- 
tionably very great to Scotch gentlemen of talents 
and ambition; and regular visits to Scotland, and 

perhaps other means, might be effectually used to 
prevent them from being totally estranged from their 
native country, any more than a Cumberland or 
Northumberland gentleman, who has been educated 
in che South of England, I own, indeed, that it is 
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no small misfortune for Scotch gentlemen, who have 
neither talents nor ambition, to be educated in Eng- 
land, where they may be perhaps distinguished only 
by a nick-name, lavish their fortune in giving ex- 
pensive entertainments to those who Jaugh at them, 


and saunter about as mere idle insignificant hangers- 


on even upon the foolish+ great; when if they had 
been judiciously brought up at home, they might 
have been comfortable and creditable members of 
society. 

At Shefford I had another affectionate parting from 
my revered friend, who was taken up by the Bedford 
coach and carried to the metropolis. I went with 
Messieurs Dilly, to see some friends at Bedford ; 
dined with the officers of the militia of the county, 
and next day proceeded on my journey, 


© TO BENNET LANGTON, BSQ. 
© DEAR Sin, | 


How welcome your account of yourself and 
your invitation to your new honse was to me, I need 
not tell you, who consider our friendship not only as 
formed by choice, but as matured by tine. We 
have been now long enough acquainted to have many 
images in common, and therefore to have a source 
of conversation which neither the learning nor the 
wit of a new companion can supply. 

« My Lives are now publisbed; and if you will 
tell me whither 1 shall send them, that they may 
come to you, I will take care that you shall not be 
without them. 


Lou will, perhaps, be glad to 1 that Mrs. 
Thrale is disencumbered of her brewhouse ; and that 


it seemed to the purchaser so far from an evil, that 
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he was content to give for it an hundred and thirty- 
five thousand pounds. Is the nation ruined ? 

« Please to make my respectful compliments to 


Lady Rothes, and keep me in the memory of all the 


ous dear family, particularly pretty Mrs. Jane. 
LON « T am, Sir, 
"> Your affectionate humble servant, 


Bolt. Court, June 16, 17 {She 66 SAM. JOHNSON,” 


Johnson's charity to the poor was uniſorm and 


extensive, both from incliuation and principle. He 
not only bestowed liberally out of his own purse, but 
what | is more difficult as well as rare, would beg from 
others, when he had proper objects in view. This 
he did judiciously as well as humanely. Mr. Philip 
Metcalfe, tells me, that when he has asked him for 
some money for persons in distress, and Mr. Met- 
calſe has offered what Johnson thought too much, 
he insisted on taking less, Saying No, no, Sir z we 
must not pamper them.” 
I am indebted to Mr. Malone, one of Sir Joshua 


Reynolds s executors, for the following note, which 


was found among his papers after his death, and 
which, we may presume, his unaffected modesty 
prevented him from * communicating to me with the 
other letters from Dr. Johnson with which he was 


pleased to furnish'me. However slight in itself, as 


it does honour to that ilfustrious painter, and most 
amiable man, I am happy to introduce it. 
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© TO SIR JOSHUA REYNOLDS. 

© DEAR SIR, 

« Ir was not before yesterday that I received 

your splendid benefaction. To a hand so liberal in 

distributing, I hope nobody will * che power of 
acquiring. I am, dear Sir, 

Tour. obliged and most humble servant, 
"IR 23, _ 05 SA. JOHNSON.” 


* TO, THOMAS ASTLE, ESQ. 

„Sin, 
tie GRAM t that you have been 0 to 
call so often for your books, but it has been by no 
fault on either side. They have never been out of 
my hands, nor have I ever been at home without 
seeing you; for to see a man so skilful in the anti- 
quities of my country, is an . e I of improve- 
ment not willingly to be missed. 
- | © Your notes on Alfred! appear to me very judi- 
cious and accurate, but they are too few, Many 
things familiar to you, are unknown to me, and to 
most others; and you must not think too favourably 
of your readers: by supposing them knowing, you 
will leave them ignorant. Measure of land, and 
value of money, it is of great importance to state 
with care. Had the Saxons any gold coin? 

I have much curiosity after the manners and 
transactions of the middle ages, but have wanted 
_ diligence or opportunity, or both. You, Sir, 


The Will of King Alfred, alluded to in this letter, from the 
original Saxon, in the library of Mr, Astle, Has been printed at the 
expence of the University of Oxford, | 


2 
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have great opportunities, and I wish "ow both dili- 


gence and success. 
« T am, Sir, 1 


1 mem. « Sane. Jonas. 


The following curious anecdote I insert in Dr. 
Burney's own words. Dr. Burney related to Dr. 
Johnson the partiality which his writings had excited 
in a friend of Dr. Burney's, the late Mr, Bewley, 
well known in Norfolk by the name of the Philoso- 
pher of Massmgham : who, from the Ramblers and 
Plan of his Dictionary, and long before the author's 
fame was established by the Dictionary itself, or any 
other work, had conceived such a reverence for him, 
that he urgently begged Dr. Burney to give him the 
cover of the first letter he had received from him; as 
a relick of so estimable a writer. This was in 1755. 
In 1760, when Dr. Burney visited Dr. Johnson at 
the Temple in London, where he had then Cham- 
bers, he happened to arrive there before he was up; 


and being shewn into the room where he was to 


breakfast, finding himself alone, he examined the 
contents of the apartment, to try whether he could 
undiscovered steal any. thing to send to his friend 
Bewley, as another relick of the admirable Dr. 
Johnson. But finding nothing better to his purpose, 
he cut some bristles off his hearth-broom, and en- 
closed them in a letter to his country enthusiast, 
who received them with due reverence. The Doc- 


| _ tor was 80 sensible of the honour” done him by a 


man of genius and science, to whom be was an 
utter stranger, that he said to Dr. Burney, * Sir, 
there is no man possessed of the 8mallest portion of 
modesty, but must be flattered with the admiratiou 


. — ê ee 
2 
— 


4.5. 1781.1] D. JOHNSON. . 


of such a man. II give him a 8et of my Lives, n 


he will do me the honour to accept of them.“ In 
this he kept his word ; and Dr. Burney had not only 
the pleasure of gratifying his friend with a present 
more worthy of his acceptance than the segment 
from the hearth-broom, but soon after introducing 
him to Dr. Johnson himself in Bolt-court, with whom 
he had the tatisfaction of conversing a considerable 
time, not à fortnight before his death ; which hap- 
pened in St. Martin's-street, during bis visit to Dr. 
Burney, in the house where the great Sir hips Nene 
ton had lived and died before.” ee 

In one of his little memorandum-books i s the 


following minute : 1 
August g, 3 P. M. fat. m2, in the ummer- | 


house at Streatham, 

| « After anne . a 0 "Oy 
lected; I have retired hither, to plan a life of greater 

diligence, in hope that I may yet be useful, and be 


daily better prepared to appear before my Creator 
and my Judge, from whose infinite * 


eee e 8 ; 

M W N ben rl e . 
« To pam ccd hours ever an in dne ce 

employment. 

„Having prayed, I purpose to employ the next 


ieee Rig ee . ſor en 


. e 
How venerably pious 4 the Gul these mo- 
ments of solitude, and how spirited are his resolu- 


tions for the improvement of his mind, even in ele- 
giant literature, at a very advanced period of life, and 


when afflicted with many complaints. 


5 . 


by yp he went e ; 
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field, and Ashbourne, for which very good reasons 
might be given in the conjectural yet positive man- 

ner of writers, who: are proud to account ſor every 
exent which they relate. He himgelf, bowever, says, 
The motives of my; journey I hardly know ; 1 
omitted it last year, and am not willing to miss it 

5 again. But some good considera tions arise, amongst 
| which is the kindly recollection, of Mr. Hector, sur- 
geon at Birmingham. Hector. is like wise an old 
friend, the only companion of my childhood that 
passed through the school with me. We have always 
loved one another; perhaps we may be made better 


by same gexious. conversation, of Wes anne I 
have no distinct hope.” 


— 


| a He says too, At Lichfield, 3 de 1 I 
hope to shew a good example by frequent Pee 
| | on publick worship? 
My correspondence with him, oe . of 
this year was I, know not why very scanty, and all on 
my side. 1 wrote him one letter to introduce Mr. 
Sinclair (now Sir John). the, member for. Cuithness, 
to his acquaintance; and informed - him in-angther, 
that my wife had _ been affected, with 2 = 
e . iges 0 2 O It: 1 oY $9.03. 7 
+ CRATE TE) it 
| IF 1782: 3 1782, r 4 
3 e and the history of his Hfe this veal, is httle 
. more than a mournful recital of the variations 'of; his. 
illness, in the-midst of which, however, it will ap- 
pear, from. his letters, that OG aan pf, his wp 
werd 38 dae ne eee. 2:09; oli „ 20 
tos A. bo Chery 2 Done DE WY, 82% 1 . 10 
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« "9 „ mans Esa. 5 


cc DEAR SIR, W 
* I «IT down to answer your letter on the same 
day in which I received it, and am pleased that my 
first letter of the year is to you.: » No. man ought to 


be at ease while he knows himself in. the, wrong; 


and I have not satisfied myself with my long silence. 


Tbe letter relating to Mr. Sinclair e . 1 


believe, never brought. 


My health has been tottering this last y year ; 8 — 
| and I can give no very laudable account of my time. 


I am always hoping to do better than I have ever 


hitherto done. P 


* My journey to Aubonne and Staffordshire was 
not pleasant; for What enjoyment has a sick man 
visiting the sick Shall we ever have another fro- 


lick like oor journey to the Hebrides ? 


I hope that dear Mrs: Boswell will surmount 
her complaints; in losing her vou would lose your 


anchor, and be tost, without stability, by the waves 


of life.. I wish both ber n years, 


and. very happy 3004s t vba ao boils (1 
For some months 8 have been ab 


drawn from the world, that L-can- send you! nothing 


particular. All xour friends, however, are well, 


and will be glad of your return to London. I am, 


* wo ga go HA A ot W664i 
R303 ie dee a most affretibtettly; 


” yuh 5» af 18 Saen 
Abe troth ofthis has been proyed by uad expericnge. 1 
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At a time when he was less able than he had once 
been to sustain a shock, he was suddenly deprived 
of Mr. Levett, which event he thus communicated 

to Dr. cen 1 


ce gin, 

 « Orx old friend, Mr. Wen who was last 
night eminently cheerful, died this morning. The 
man who lay in the same room, hearing an un- 
common noise, got up and tried to make him speak, 
but without effect. He then called Mr. Holder, the 
apothecary, who, though when he came he thought 
him dead, opened a vein, but could draw no blood. 
So has ended the long life of a very useful and very 

; blameless man. I am, Sir, 


; ce Jour . humble tervint, 
« Jan. . m. FE 15 „Sar. jaen, | 


| V 
sion, is the following entry: * January 20, Sunday. 
Robert Levett was buried in the church-yard of 
Bridewell, between one and two in the afternoon. 

He died on Thursday 17, about seven in the morn- 
/ ing; by an instantaneous death. He was an old and 

— faithful friend; I have: known him from about 46. 
Cammenuuvi. "May Gap bare mercy en bins, _ 

be have mercy on me 

Such was Johnson's affectionate —_ for 7" 
vett, that he honoured PR ny won * 
n 


* en Wont of kink 1 * The Gentlemar's e 
1785. n 


1 
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* ConDEMY'D to Hope's delusive mine, 
* As on we toil from day to day, 
« By sudden blast or slow decline 
« Our social comforts drop . 


% Well try'd through many a ovine year, 
„ See LxVETT to the graye descend ; 

“ Officious, innocent, sincere, 2 

Ol exery friendless name Ja friend; 


6 Yet still he fills affection's eye; 
« Obscurely wise, and coarsely kind ; 
Nor, letter'd arrogance, deny | 
Thy praise to merit unrefin'd. * E 


«© When fainting Nature call'd for aid, 
« And hov'ring Death prepar'd the blow, 
“His vigorous remedy display'd | 
The power of art without the ow. 


© In Misery's darkest caverns known, 
His ready help was ever nigh, 
„ Where hopeless Anguish pour'd his groan, | 
And lonely want retir'd to die.?“ W... 


| | 

6 No cummons; mock'd by chill delay, | 

- : No. petty gains diadain'd by pride.  : ] 
The modest wants of every day RSS he a | 
6 The toil of yer hs api e , 5 | 

| May: | | 


| . TY | 

tc jetter d ipnorance,”''is printed. 5 | 

Johnson repeated this line to me thus: 

1 And Labour steals an hour to die,” 
But he afterwards altered it to the present reading. , 9 

VOL. Iv. | L | 
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« His virtues walk” d their narrow round; 
« Nor made a pause, nor left a on! 

* And sure the Eternal Master ſoun 
« His single talent well employ'd. 


wy The b usy day, the peaceful tight, 
1 Uacelt uncoutited, glided by; 
His frame was firm, bis powers were bright, 
Though now His eightieth year was high. 


97 


« Then, with ho thröbs of Arg pain, | 
No cold gradations of decay, . ' © 
% Death broke at once the vital hald, 
* And freed His soul the nearest way.“ 


In one of 1 8 reginors. of this year, "there 
occurs the following curious passage: Jan, 20. 
The Ministry is disxptved. 1 prayed with Francis, 
and gave thanks.“ Tt has been the subject of dis- 
cussion, whether there are two distinct [particulars 
mentioned here? or that we are to understand the 
giving of thanks to be in consequence of the disso- 


lution of the Ministry? In support of the last of 


these conjectures may be urged his mean opinion of 
that Ministry, Which has frequently appeared in the 
course of this work ; and it is strongly confirmed by 
what he said on the subject to Mr. Seward: — 4-1 
am glad the Ministry ! is removed. Such a bunch 


of imbecility never disgraced a country. If they 


sent a messenger into the City to take up a printer, 
the messenger was taken up instead of the printer, 
and committed by "the" sitting Alderman, If they 


e ee IH . 
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sent one army to the relief of another, the first army 
was defeated and taken before the second arrived. 
I will not say that what they did was always wrong; 
but it was always done at a wrong time.“ 


© TO MRS. STRAHAN. 


* DEAR MA DAM, 


« Mus. WILLIAMS sbewed me your kind letter. 
This little habitation is now but a melancholy place, 
clouded with the gloom of disease and death. Of 
the four inmates, one has been suddenly snatched 
away ; two are oppressed by very afflictive and dan- 
gerous illness; and I tried yesterday to gain some 
relief by a third bleeding, from a disorder which has 
for some time distressed me, and I think n to- 
day much better. 

J am glad, dear Madam, to hear chat you are 
$0 far recovered as to go to Bath. Let me once 
more entreat you to stay till your health is not only 
obtained, but confirmed. Your fortune is such as 
that no moderate expenee deserves your care; and 
you have a husband who, I believe, does not regard 1 
it. Stay, therefore, till you are quite well. I am, 1 

ſor my part, very much . deserted,; but complaint is | 
useless. I hope Gop will bless you, and I desire uu TY, 
to * the same wish for me. I am, dear Madam, 1 
Jour most humble servant, 

*%/Beb, NT AE OT © SAM. JOHNSON.” 
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© To EDMOND MALONE, ESQ. 
60 SIR, | 


« I navs for many weeks been so much out of 
order, that I have gone out only i in a coach to Mrs. 
Thrale's, where J can use all the freedom that sick- 
ness requires. Do not, therefore, take it amiss, that 

I am not with you and Dr. Farmer. I hope here- 
after to SCC au often. I am, Sir, 
RED * Your most humble zervant, 
10 pad Mee * Sau. Jonxsox.“ 


TO THE SAME. 
* nA SIR, 1 


Lor I grow better, and ball soon be able 
to enjoy the kindness of my friends. I think this 
wild adherence to Chatterton“ more unaccountable 
than the obstinate defence of Ossian. In Ossian 
there is a national pride, which may be ſorgiven, 


This Note was in answer to one which accompanied one of 
the earliest pamphlets on the subject of Chatterton's forgery, en- 
ritled «« Cursory Observations on the Poems attributed to 'Thomas 

Rowley,“ &c. Mr. Thomas Warton's very able © Inquiry ap- 
peared 4. three months afterwards : and Mr. Tyrwhitt's admi- 
rable © Vindication of his Appendix, in the summer of the same 

year, left the believers in this daring imposture nothing but “ the 
resolution to say again what had been said before,” Daring, how- 
ever, as this fiction was, and wild as was the adherence to Chatter- 
ton, both were greatly exceeded in 1795 and the following year, by 
a still more audacious imposture, and the folly and vanity of one 
of its adherents, who has immortalized his name by publishing a 
bulky volume, of which the direct and manifest object was, to 
prove the authenticity of certain papers attributed to Shakspeare, 
after the fabricator of the — CHO 
the imposture ] 
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though it cannot be applauded. In Chatterton there 


is nothing but the resolution to say again what has 
once been said. I am, Sir. | 
; * Your humble servant, 

« March 2, 1782. ; Sa. JOHNSON,” 

These short letters shew the regard which Dr. 
Johnson entertained for Mr. Malone, who the more 
he is known is the- more highly valued. It is much 
to be regretted that Johnson was prevented from 
sharing the elegant hospitality of that gentleman's 
table, at which he would in every respect have been 
fully gratified. Mr. Malone, who has so ably suc- 
ceeded him as an Editor of Shakspeare, has, in 


his Preface, done great and d Just honour to Johnsons 


i Oy 


To MRS. LUCY PORTER, IN LICHFIELD, 


* DEAR MADAM, 
«© I wexT away from Lichfield ill aud have had 
a troublesome time with my breath; for some weeks 
T have been disordered by a cold, of which I could 
not get the violence abated, till I had been let blood 
three times. I have not, however, been so bad 
but that I could have written, and am sorry that I 
neglected it. 
My dwelling is but e ; both Williams, 


and Desmoulins, and myself, are very sickly : Frank 


is not well; and poor Levett died in. his bed the 
other day, by a sudden stroke; I suppose not one 


minute passed between health and death; so uncer-, 


tain are human things. 
Such is the appearance of the world abogt me; 


| " "wy your e are more cheerful, But what- 
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ever befalls us, though it is wise to be:cerieus, it is 
useless and foolish, and perhaps sinful, to be gloomy. 
Let us, therefore, keep ourselves as easy as we can; 
though the loss of friends will be felt, and poor Le- 
vett had been a faithful adherent for thirty years. 

« Forgive me, my dear love, the omission of wri- 
ting; I hope to mend that and my other faults. Let 
me have your prayers. _ 

Make my comphments to Mrs. Cobb, and Miss 
' Adey, and Mr. Pearson; and the whole company of 
my ren I am, my dear, 
|  * Your most humble servant, 
« London, March 2, 1782. & Sax. Jonxsox.“ 


TO THE . 


7 DEAR MADAM, 


: « My last was but a dull luke; and 1 know not 

that this will be much more cheerful ; I am, however, 

willing to write, because you are desirous 10 hear 
from me. 

« My disorder has now begun its ninth week, for 
it is not yet over. I was last Thursday blooded for 
the fourth time, and have since found myself much 
relieved, but I am very tender and easily hurt; 80 

that since we parted J have had but little comfort, 
but I hope that the spring will recover me; and 
that in the summer I shall see Lichveld again, for 
I will not dle my vide another year to the end of 

FT 1 8 autumn. - 

/ 4 by-advertibiing, found pooe Kr. Levxett's 

; brothers in Yorkshire, who will take the little be 
has left : it is but little, yet it will be welcome, for 

Ta ee FF 
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10 To be sick, and to see nothing but sickness and 
death, is but a gloomy state ; but 1 hope better 
times, even in this world, will come, and whatever | 
this world may with-hold or give, we shall be happy | | 
in a better state. Pray for me, my dear Lucy. 18 
« Make my compliments to Mrs. Cobb, and Miss 
Adey, and my old friend, Hetty Baily, and to all the 99 
Lichfield ladies: I am, dear Madam, | | 
« Yours, affectionately, 
16 M 
22 | ü 
On the day on Which this letter was written, be 
thus feelingly mentions his respected friend and 9 
physician, Dr. Lawrence ;—< Poor Lawrence has | 
almost lost the sense of hearing ; ; and I have lost tbe 
conversation of a learned, intelligent, aud communi- 
.catiye companion, and a friend whom long fami- 
liarity has much endeared. Lawrence is one ofthe 
best men whom 1 have known,— 1 - Novirum ommium 
migerere Deus. | 
13 was Dr. Johnson s custom ih he wrote to 
Dr. Lawrence concerning his own health, to use the 
Latin language. I have been favoured by Miss Lay- * 
ETC TO TIT 280 
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| i | «'T. LAwRENCLo, Medico, . „„ SES 
e Novun frigus, nova tussis, nove andi 1 +4 | 
| feultas, nNovam $anguinis misSIonem Suadent, guan 14- | | 
men te mconsulto nolim fiert. Ad te venire vir postum, 
* LY cur "ad me venias. Leers vel non lere Wl 
4 1 ity 0 
rener and Motations N. 265. 233 | 
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N 8 est; cetera mihi ef Holdero® religue- 


ris. Si per te licet, mmper atur nuncis Holderum ad me 
Aeducere. | 
&© Maus Calendis, ods 


a e e tu Hacebreris qo me vertam Re 


W.. Mr. Holder, in the Strand, Dr. Johnson's apothecary. 
Soon after the above letter, Dr Lawrence left London, but 
| Hot before the palsy had made so great a progress as to render him 
unable to write for himself, The following are extracts from letters 
addressed by Dr. Johnson to one of his daughters; 

% You will easily believe with what gladness I read that you 
had heard once again that voice to which we have all so often de- 
lighted to attend. May you often hear it, If we had his mind, 
and his tongue, we could spare the rest. 

I am not vigorous, but much better than when dear Dr. Law 
rence held my pulse the last time. Be so kind as to let me know, 
from one little interyal to another, the state of his body. I am 
pleased that he remembers me, and hope that it never can be pos. 
zible for me to forget him. July 22, 1782. 

i J am much delighted even with the small adyances which dear 
Dr. Lawrence makes towards recovery. If we could have again 
but his mind, and his tongue in his mind, and his right hand, we 
should not much lament the rest. I should not despair of helping 
the zwelled hand by electricity, if it were e and diligently 

lied. 
wr en: time zo time whatever happens ; and I hope 
I need not tell you, how much I am interested in every change. 


Aug. 26, 1782,“ 


* Though the Ke you favoured me in your last 


letter could not give me the pleasure that I wished, yet I was glad 
to receive it; for my affection to my dear friend makes me desirous 
of knowing his state, whatever it be. I beg, therefore, that you 
continue to let me know, from time to time, all that you observe. 

Many fits of severe illness have, for about three months past, 
forced my kind phy sĩcian often upon my mind. I am now better ; 
and hope gratitude, as well as distress, can be a motive to remem- 

þrance, Bolt-court, Fleet-street, Feb. 4, 1783.“ 
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A. pra SIR, jg b 
Ir is now long since we sa one ober; ; 795 
whateyer has been the reason neither you haye writ- 
ten to me, nor I to you... To let friendship die away 
by negligence and silence, is certainly not wise, It 
is voluntarily to throw away one of the greatest com- 
forts of this weary pilgrimage, of which when it is, 
as it must be, taken finally away, he that trayels on 
alone, will wonder how his esteem could be 80 little. 
Do not forget me; you see that I do not forget you. 
It is pleasing 1 in the silence of solitude to think, that 
there is one at least, however distant, of Whose 3 
nexolence there is little doubt, and whom there is | | 
yet hope of seeing again. | + 18 


AL : 


* 
1 
= 


Of my liſe, from the time we <ponal the: history 
is mourpful. The spring of last year deprived me 
of Thrale, a, man whoge eye for fifteen years had Ml 
scarcely been turned upon me but with, respeet or © 
tenderness; ſor such another friend, the general | 1 FA 
course of human things will not suffer man to _ 
I passed the summer at Streatham, but there was 00 
no Thrale ; and having idled away the summer with _ --_ 
a weakly body and neglected mind, I made a Jour- 7 
ney to Staffordshire on the edge of winter. The 
season was dreary, I was sickly, and found the friends 
sickly whom I went to see. After a sorrowful so- 
journ, I returned to a habitation possessed for the 
Py * two sick women, where my dear old 
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* Mr. Langton being at this time on e at Racks he 
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friend, Mr. Levett, to whom as he used to tell me, 
I owe your acquaintance, died a few weeks ago, 
sudden in his bed; there passed not, I believe, a 
minute between health and death. At night, as at 
Mrs. Thrale's, I was musing in my chamber, 1 
thought with uncommon earnestness, that however 
I might alter my mode of life, or whithersoever I 
might remove, 1 would endeayour to retain Levett 


about me; in the morning my servant brought me 


word that Leyett was called to another state, a state 
for which, I think, he was not unprepared, for he was 


very ef! to the How much soever I valued 


bim, I now wish t bt H had valued bim more. 


« 1 have myself been ill more than eight weeks of 
a disorder, from which at the expence of about fifty 


. dncey of Bol, Thopy Tam now recovering. 
| © You, dear Sir, have, I hope, a more cheerful 
scene; you, see George fond of his book, and the 


tty miszes airy apd lively, with my 6wn little | 
1 equal to che best: and in whatever can con- 


tribute to your quiet or pleasure, you have Lady 
Rothes ready to concur, May whatever you enjoy of 
be encreaged, and whatever you ouffer of evil be 
— 4 am, dear Sir, 
35167 og] "For bumble ent, 


Fe M. HNSON, | 
e ol 1 8 % « Jpus 5 


4 7. 
1 4 3 — V's: Ty ts. dt * — ? eee — 
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© TO MR. 1 IN BIRMINGHAM. * | | 
© DEAR SIR, de 248 | « 


Arte Fa wet very whey Rc ect | 
imagine that you and dear Mrs. Careless“ will be | 

glad to hear some account of me. I performed the 

journey to London with very little inconvenience, 
and came safe to my habitation, where I found no- 
thing but ill health, and, of consequence, very little 
cheerſulness. I then went to visit a little way into 
the country, where I got a complaint by a cold 
which has hung eight weeks upon me, and from 
which I am, at the expence of fifty ounces of blood, 
not yet free. I am afraid I must once more owe 4 
my recovery. to warm weather, wy" ties 75 5 | 
no advances towards us, j 

« Such is my health, which will 1 hope, 800n 
grow better. In other-respects I have no reason to 
complain. I know not that I have written any thing 
more generally commended than the Lives of the 
Poets; and have found the world willing enough to 
| caress me, if my health had invited me to be in 
much company ; but this benen T-have ben chan 
wholly employed in nursing myself. 1 
When summer comes I hope to see you again, _ 2 
and will not put off my visit to the end of the year, | 1 
I have lived so long in London, that I did may e | 
waer eee e ny ne 
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* Your health, when I saw you, was much im- 
proved. You will be pradent enough not to put it 
in danger. I hope, when we meet again, we shall 


- congratulate each other upon fair prospects of longer 


life; though what are the. pleasures of the longest 


life, when placed i in comparison with a happy death? 
Jam, dear Sir, | 
Ko Yours, most affectionate Y,. 


ie, March 3 „ , de Sau. JOHNSON,” 
. 10 THE SAME. | | | 
Fan's nf en e eee 
© DRAR SIR, 5 Mok about this time. J 


„ Tnar Fn and dear Mrs. Careless should have 
care or curiosity about my health, gives me that 
pleasure which every man feels from finding himself 
not forgotten, In age we feel again that love of our 
native. place and our early friends, which, in the 
bustle or-amusements of middle life, were ayerborne 
and suspended. You and I should now naturally 
eling to one another: we have outlived. most of 
those who could pretend to rival us in each other's 
kindness. In our walk through life we have dropped 
our companions, and are now to pick up such as 
chance may offer us, or to travel on alone. Lou, 
indeed, have a sister, with whom you can divide the 
day: I have no natural friend leſt; but Providence 
has been pleased to preserve me from neglect ; I have 
not wanted such alleviations of life as friendship 
could supply. My health has been, from my twen- 
tieth year, such as has seldom afforded me a single 
day of ease; but it is at least not worse: and I 


sometimes make myself believe that it is better. 


; 
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My digorders wud . still aun Us .f 


th ³ ns i. Me. re 
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ive. 

GT think of seeing Stuffonlabire pen hou au- 
tumn, and intend to find my way through Birming- 
ham, where mne weak 


* n * Sir, 2, Rand. 


e een e «Your aflbdtiorata ends 
ae ode od: 0mog W Sao. lone 
* ih TH 
eee e ue mene! 
could not come to London this spring, but hoped 


we should meet somewhere in the summer; men- 


tioned the state of my affairs, and suggested hopes 
of some preferment ; informed him, that as The 


Beauties of Johnson, had been published in London, 
some obscure scribbler had published at Edinburgh, 


vis he eatled fi Ths: Damen n en de 81 


r 


1 
2 FAS ol „ * 
21 5 * SHEER 


. 10 JAMES BOSWELL, Esa. h 


© DEAR Gian, not bong? 


5 a 105 receive from 
js. other on Good-Friday and Easter-day, we must 
be this year content to miss. Let us, however, pray 
for each other, and hope to see one another yet from 
time to time with mutual delight. My disortler has 
been a cold, which impeded the organs of respira+ 


tion, and kept me many weeks in à state of great 


uneasiness ; but by repeated phlebotomy it is now 


relieved ; aud next to the recovery of Mrs: Boswell, 


I flatter myself, that you will rejoice at mine. 
„What we shall do in the summer it is yet 100 
early to consider. You want to know what you 


ee [ do wot think this umme df huge and 
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1 THE LIT OF [@Etrxr. 93. 
confution'® likely to produce any advaritage to you. 
Every man has those to reward and gratify who 
hither with such expectutions at the:expence:of bor- 
rowed money, which, I find, you know not Where 
to borrow, can hardly be considered us ꝓrudent. I 
am sorry to find, What your solieitation scems to im- 
ply,” chat you have already gone the whole length of 
wy credit. This is to set the quiet of your whole 

ſe ut hazard. If you' anticipate your inheritance, 
you can ut last inherit nothing; all that you re- 
dceive must pay for the: past. Vou must gat a place, 
or pine in penury, with the empty name of a great 
estate. Poverty, my dear friend, is so great an evil, 
and pregnant with sd much temptation, and 80 
much misery, tat l cannot but carnestly enjoin you | 
to avoid it. Live on what you have; he if you 
can on less; do not borrow either for vanity or plea- 
sure; the vanity will end in shame, and the pleasure 
in regret : stay therefore at home, till you have 
: saved money for your journey hither. N 0 
The Beanties'of Johnson an; to ove got 

money to the collector; if the Deſormities bave 
, eee eee still 'a more extensive 
| mene 
die Mk u compliments . Mrs. Boowell, 8 
| ne. reconciled to me; „ rue pace 

whom I never have offended. } 
Lou never told me — of your le 
ogninst tho Solicitors Lam, dear Sir, 

„ eee Lour most affectionate th 

* Landon, ene. i + Bax hee * 
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Notwithstaniding his afflicted state of body and 
mind this year, the following correspotidence affords 
a proof vor oft of his behevolence and conscientious 
realities to relieve a good man from errour, but by 
his'cloathitig one of the sentiments in his © Ram- 
bler” in different language, not inferiour to that of 
the the original, shes his unn r of 
clear and fofelble expression. 
A cgergh ah at Bach wrote to bin, thit'in ® The 
Morning Chronicle,” a passage in * The Beauties of 
Johnson, article Dzaty, had been pointed out 48 
supposed by sote readers to recommend suicidle, the 
words being, To die is the füte of man; but to die 


with lingeritig anguish is generally his folly ;” and 


respectfully suggesting to him, that such an errone- 
ous notion of any sentence in the writings of an 
acknowledged friend of religion and virtue, should 
not pass uncontradicted. 

ee * answered the clengyman g bun; 1 


TO THE REVEREND MR, —— AT BATH. 
© SIR, 
Bad now in the country in a state of reco- 
very, as J hope, from a very oppressive disorder, 1 


cannot neglect the acknowledgement of your Chris- 
tian letter. The book called The Beauties of 


Johnson, is the production of 1 know not whom: 
I never sa it but by casual inspection, and considered 
myself as utterly disengaged from its consequences. 
Of i che passage you mention, I remember some no- 
tice in some paper; but knowing that it must be 
misrepresented, [ thought of it no more, nor do I 
| know where to find it ini my oτ/ books. Lam accu 

tomed to think little W bot an opinion 
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80; weighty and serious as yours has determined me 
to do, what I should, without your Seasonable ad- 
monition, have omitted; and I will direct my. thought 
to be shewn in its true state. If I could find the 
passage, 4. would direct, you toit. 1.guppose.the 
tenour is this:. Acute diseases are. the immediate 
and ineyitable strokesof Heaven; but oſ themthe pain 
is short, and the conclusion speedy; chronical dis- 
orders, by which we are suspended in tetlious torture 
between liſe and death, are commonly the effect of 
our own misconduct; and intemperance. To dic, 

&. This, Sir, you see is all true and all blameless. 
I hope, some time in the next Weck, to have all rec- 


tied. My health has been lately much shaken: if | 
you favour me with any answer, it. will be a comſort 


nn, know that I have your n . 
l uit s Lm, S, W 
41 May 15, 1782. | N IN Jonzaos.” 


This letter, as might be enn had its Fall 
effect, and the clergyman ee got it in _ 
ful anus term , A. 


4 What follows, appeared in the Morning Chronicle of May 295 
1787.—% A correspondent having mentioned, in the Morning 
Chronicle of December 12, the last clause of the following paragraph, 
as seeming to ſavour suicide; we are requested to print the whole 
passage, that its true meaning may appear, which 1 is not to recom- 
mend suicide but exercise. 

1 Exereise cannot secure us from that dissolution to which we are 


decreed; but while the soul and body continue united, it can make 


the association pleasing, and give probable bopes that they chall be 
disjoined by an eusy separation. It was a principle among the an- 
cients, that acute diseases are from Heaven, and chronical from our- 


- &elyes ; the dart of death, indeed, falls from Heaven, but wwe poison 


it by our own misconduct + to die is the fate of man; but to die 
with lingering anguish is generally his folly.”” // 


3 The Correspondence may be een at length i n the Geotemar' | 


| * Feb. 1786. 


a. b. 780. dz. Jorn'soN. * 
The following letters require no extracts from mine 
on Wen N (+: 94145 
0 duns vori, ESQ. 
ne SIR, e 2113 


18 Tis eartlebt ichs and a & your let- 


ter is Such, that 1 cannot think myself shewing i it 
more respect than it claims by Sitting down to atiswer 
it the day on which I received it. | 
"This year Eas afflicted me with a very As 
and severe disorder. My respiration has been much 
impeded, and much blood has been taken away, I 


am now harrassed by a catarrhotis cough, from which F 


my purpose is to seek relief by change of air; and 1 
am, therefore, preparing to go to Oxford. 


„ Whether T did LEY in dissüading you from 
coming to London this spring, I will not determine. 


You have not lost much by missing my company ; I 
have scarocly been well for a single week. 1 might 
have received comfort from your kindness; but you 
would. have seen me afflicted, and, perhaps, found 
me peevich, Whatever might have been your plea- 
sure or mine, I'know not how I could have honestly 
advised you to come hither with borrowed money. 
Do not accustom yourself to consider debt only as an 
inconvenience ; you will find it a calamity, Poverty 
takes-away: en Many means of doing good, and pro- 


2 80 much inability to resist evil, both natural and 


moral, that it is by all virtuous. means to be avoided. 
Contider a man whose fortune. is very narrow; what 


ever be his rank by birth, or whatever his reputation _ 


by intellectual excellence, what can he do? or what 
evil can he prevent? That he cannot help the needy 


is evident; he has nothing to spare. But, perhaps, 


vo ame Oli ur ˙ 0LnDx 2 — — —— > 
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his advice or admonition may be useful. His poverty 
will destroy his influence: many more can find that 
he is poor, than that he is wise; and few will reverence 
the understanding that is of 80 little advantage to its 
owner. I say nothing of the personal wretchedness 
ol a dehtor, which, however, has passed into a pro- 
verb. OF riches, it is not necessary to write the 
praise. Let it, however, be remembered, that he who 
has money to spare, has it always in his power to 
beneſit others; and of such r a good man, must 
always be desirous. . 
I am pleased with your wconnt of Easter We 
hall meet, 1 hope in Autumn, both well and both 
cheerful; and part each the better for the other's 
company, 
« Make my compliments to NM. dere, and to 
the young charmers. 885 
«] am, of "4 2 


1 tee 125 5 575 "wk Jorma.” 
Satin ml 0550646 
aA much pliamad dee ates & way 
long journey, which may by proper d raps restore 
your health and prolong your liſdG. 
* Obserye these rules 
1. Tarn all care out of yur head as 500n as you 
mount the chaise, © 


4. Do not think about frugalty; your Rook | is 
worth: morp than! it cart ct. 


* 
as 5 


, 


| 6 Whigh'T eblcbrited in ths Church. of hes chop nt Kia 
burgh, founded by n n 
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5 DBAR SIR, 


o. 2988.) Da., JOHNSON: 

4. Do not continue any day's journey obe 
© 4, Take now and then a day's rest. 

5. Get a smart sea-sickness, if you can. 
6. Cast away all anxiety, and keep your mind 


easy. 
This last direction is the principal ; with an un- 


quiet mind, neither exercise, nor diet, nor physick, 
can be of much use. 


I wish you, dear Sir, a prosperous journey, and 


: * Jam, dear Sir, 


« Your most affectionate, humble canon. 
* July 28, 1782. * Sam. Jounson.” 


” JANES BOSWELL, RSQ. - 


« BzixG uncertain whether I Should have any 
call this autumn into the country, I did not immedi- 
ately answer your. kind letter. I have no call; but 
if you desire to meet me at Asbbourne, I believe I 


can come. thitber'; if you had rather come to Lon- 
don, Lean stay at Streatham ; take your choice. 


„This year has been very heavy. From the mid- 


dle of January to the middle of June I was battered | 


by one disorder after another! I am now very much 
recovered, and hope still to be better. What happi- 


ness it is that Mrs. Boswell has escaped. 


„My © Lives' are reprinting, and I have forgotten 
the authour of Gray's Character: write OY, 
and it may be perhaps yet inserted. 


_ * Of London or n you have your free 
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choice; at any place I shall be yore to see - arp I 

am, dear Sir, | 
«Yours, wa. | 

Aug. 24, 1782. e © Sas, Jonxsox.“ 


On the 30th of August, I informed him that my 
honoured father had died that morning; a complaint 
under which he had long laboured, having suddenly 
come to a crisis, while I was upon a visit at the seat 
of Sir Charles Preston, from whence I had hastened 

the day before, upon receiving a letter by express. 


«<0 JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 


© DEAR SIR, 

«IT HAVE aruceled py ana this year e with SO 
much infirmity of body, and such strong impressions 
of the fragility of life, that death, whenever it ap- 
pears, fills me with melancholy; and I cannot hear 
without emotion, of the removal of any o_ * 1 | 
have known, into another state. 

Jour father's death had every circumstance that 
could enable you to bear i it; it was at a mature age, 
and it was expected; and as his general life had 
been pious, his thoughts had doubtless for many 
years past been turned upon eternity. That you did 
not find him sensible must doubtless grieve you; his 
disposition towards you was undoubtedly that of a 
kind, though not of à fond father. Kindness, at 
least actual, is in our power, but fondness is not; and 
if by negligence or imprudence you had extinguished 
his fondness, he could not at will rekindle it. No- 
thing then remained between you but mutual for- 
giveness of each other's faults, and mutual desire of 
each other's happiness. 


— —e— ——— —— —— — — — — —— ü w —— ———— — 


4. b. 1782.) Da. J OHNSO N. | 165 
„L $hall long to know his final disposition e 
ſortune. 

«You, dear Sir, have now a new station, ans 5 
ee new cares, and new employments. Life, 
as Cowley seems to say, ought to resemble a well- 

ordered poem; of which one rule generally received 
is, that the exordium should be simple, and should 
promise little. Begin your new course of life with _ 
the least show, and the least expence possible; you 
may at pleasure encrease both, but you cannot easily 
diminish them. Do not think your estate your own, 
while any man can call upon you for money which 
you cannot pay; therefore, begin with timorous 
parsimony. Let it be N ns care not to de! in any 

man's debt. 

When the thoughts are > ne to a Ale 
state, the present life seems hardly worthy of all those 
principles of conduct, and maxims of prudence, which 
one generation of men has transmitted to another; 
but upon a closer view, when it is perecived how 
much evil is produced, and how much good is im- 
peded by embarrassment and distress, and how little 
room the expedients of poverty leave for the exercise 

of virtue, it grows manifest that the boundless impor- 
tance of the next liſe enſorces some attention to the 
interests of this. ; 

« Be kind to the old erer! secure the kind- 
ness of the agents and factors; do not disgust them 
by asperity, or unweleome gajety, or apparent sus- 
picion. From them you must learn the real state f 
your affairs, the characters of * tenants, n the 
yalue of your lands, 

Make my compliments to Mn. Boswell: 1 think TS 
her expectations from air and exercise are the best 

1 LT 
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that she can form. I hope she will —— and 
happily. 

« I forget whether I told you rn has been 
here; we dined cheerfully together. I entertamed 
lately a young gentleman from Corrichatachin. 

I received your letters Ty 1 
en, dn Br. | 


7 Cs a 2 
nen. n «Bao lone. 


1 eee eee 
him, dissuading me from hastening to him as I had 
proposed; what is proper re m fol- 
lowing paragraph, equally just and tender: 

4 One expence, however, I would not bare you 
to spare: let nothing be omitted that can preserve 
Mrs. Boswell, though it should be necessary to trans- 
plant her for a time into a softer climate. She is the 
prop and stay of your liſe. I auen 
children suffer by losing her.” | 

PP 
friendship ſor me, and regard ſor her, that, without 

. Sn pg on _—_— 0 wrote him "wy 


„ DR. JOux80N To Mus. — 

„% DEAR LADY, y N e 
I navy not often received so much pleasure 
as from your invitation to Auchinleck. The journey 
thither and buck is, indeed, too great for the latter 
part of the year; but if my health were fully reco- 
vered, I would suffer no little heat and cold, nor a 
wet ora rough road to keep me from you. I am, in- 
deed, not without 2112 * Auchinleck again; 
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but to make it a pleasant place I must see its lady | 
well, and brisk, and airy. For my sake, therefore, | | 
among many greater reasons, take care, dear Madam, 
of your health, spare no expence, and want no attend- 
ance that can procure ease, or preserve it. Be very 
careſul to keep your mind quiet; and do not think 
eee e Feen to 
eee # a 


vo JAMES boss kx, ESQ. 
« DEAR 81R, | | 7 
1 * Having N almost this ls. year ir in.a 
succession of disorders, I went in October to Bright- 
helmston, whither I came in a state of 80 much 
weakness, that Irested four times in walking between 
the inn and the lodging. By physick and abstinence 
I grew better, and am now reasonably easy, though 
at a great distance from health, I am afraid, how- 
eyer, that health begins, after seyenty,'and long be- 
fore, to have a meaning different from that which it - 
bad at thirty. But it is culpable to murmur at the 
established order of the creation, as it is vain to op- 
pose it. He that lives, must grow old; and he that 
would rather grow old than die, has Gop to thank 
_ for the infirmities of old ag. | 
At your long silence I am rather angry. You 
do not, since now you are the head of your house, 
think it worth your while to try whether you or your 
friend can live longer without writing, nor suspeet 
that after so many years of ſriendsbip, that when I 
do not write to you, I forget you. Put all such use- 
less jealousies out of your head, and disdain to regu- . 
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late your own practice by the practice of another, or 
by any other prineiple than the desire of doing right. 
VJour ceconomy, I suppose, begins now to be 
settled; your expences are adjusted to your revenue, 
and all your people in their proper places. Resolve 
not to be poor: whatever you have, spend less. Po- 
verty is a great enemy to human happiness; it cer- 
tainly destroys liberty, and it makes some virtues 
impracticable, and others extremely difficult. 

Let me know the history of your life, since your 
accession to your estate. How many houses, how 
many cows, how much land in your on hand, and 
what bargains you make with your tenants. ; 


„ 


00 « Of my « Lives of the Poets, they n a 


1 edition i in octavo, I hear. of three thousand. 
id 


I give a set to Lord Hailes? Fl did not, 1 will 

do it out * these. What did) | you, make of all your 

17 | 

« Mrs. Thrale and, the three Misses are now br 

the winter, in Argyll-street. Sir Joshua Reynolds 

has been, out of order, but is well again; and 15 am, 

dear Si ir, Ni I 4s, 

a Tour rand bumble ron.” tie 
| * London, Dec: + To 1 8035 a no * SAM. Jonxsox.“ 


„ "> 1 EY "- he, A, . 


N & To DR. SAMUEL. Jan SON," . 
19 N Pen SIR, + 17 8 Edinburgh, Dec. 20, tobe. 
Las made Wer by your kind letter, which 
| gave us the nenen of en r 
land again. 
Lam 5 flattered 3 concern you are 
pleased to take in my recovery. I am better, and 


hope to haye it in my power to conyince you by my | 


— 0 td * —_— VIE 8 AAS 
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a of how much consequence I esteem your | 
health to the world and to myself. I n Sir, | [1 
with grateful respeot, of 
54 Your gat and obedient servant, 
” eee BoswELL.” 


- The death of Mr. Thrale bad made a ivy mate-- 
rial alteration with respect to Johnsor's reception in 
that family. The manly authority of the husband no 4408 
longer eurbed the lively exuberance of the lady; and „ 
as her vanity had been fully gratified, by having the 4 
Colossus of Literature attached to her for many years, : 
sbe gradually became less assiduous to please him. Rk 
Whether her attachment to him was already divided 

by another object, I am unable to asoertain; but it is 

plain that Johnson's penetration was alive to her neg- 

lect or forced attention; for on the Gth of Qctober 

this year, we find him making a “ parting use of the 

library” at Streatham, and pronouncing a prayer, 

which he ee on N *. Thbrale's 15 
a * e , 

* Almighty G69, Father of all laden belp me by 5 
thy grace, that I may, with humble and sincere 
thankfulness, remember the +comforts and conveni- 

encies which I have enjoyed at this place; and that 

I may resign them with holy submission, equally . 
trusting in thy protection when: Thou givest; and 2 

when thou takest away. Have en "or _ Oo | 34 
Lonp, have mercy upon me: 2 | 1H 

Jo thy fatherly protection, O 1 a een . 
this family. Bless, guide, and defend them, that | 41 
they may so pass through this world, as finally to en- 14 


ehe 3 Prayers | and Med itations 101 „bh 214. 8 
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joy in thy presence 3 IP een 
Cunisr's sake. Amen.“ | 

One cannot read this prayer, bent some emo- 


tions not very pre to . lady whose conduct 
occasioned it. 


In one of his n find “ Sunday, 
went to church eee, Temple valediæi cum 
osculo.” 

He met Mr, Philip Meicalfe aha” at Sir Josbus 
Reynolds s, and other places, and was a good deal 
with him at theta this autumn, being 
pleased at once with his excellent table and anima- 
ted conversation. Mr. Metcalfe shewed him great 
respect, and sent him a note that he might have the 
use of his carriage whenever he pleased. Johnson 
(3d October, 1782) returned this polite answer: 
Mr. Johnson is very much obliged by the kind offer 
of the carriage, but he has no desire of using Mr. 
MNMletcalſeꝰs carriage, except when he can have the plea- 
sure of Mr. Metcalfe's company.” Mr. Metcalfe 
could not but be highly pleased that his company 
was thus valued by Johnson, and he frequently at- 
tended him in airings. They also went together to 
Chichester, and they visited Petworth, and Cowdry, 
the venerable seat of the Lords Montacute. . Sir, 


id Jobnson,) I should like to stay here four-and- 


twenty hours. Woke dau hav aur aer 
h 4 $1 2 539 #233) 


IIbat his curiceity was oth bee appears 

from two letters to Mr. John Nichols, of the 10th 
and 20th of October this year. In one he says, 1 
have looked into your Anecdotes, and you will 


* [This venerable mani oc has det beentotally dextroped by fire. 
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hardly thank a lover of literary history for telling you, 
that he has been much informed and gratified. I 
wish you would add your own discoveries and intelli- 
gence to those of Dr. Rawlinson, and undertake the 
Supplement to Wood, Think of it.” In the other, 
5 wish, Sir, you could obtain some fuller informa- 
tion of Jortin, Markland, and Thirlby. They were 


thres A exe of great eminence,” 


10 whe SIR JOSHUA AEYNOLDS. 


« EAR SIR, 
„ Tngard yesterday of your late disorder, and 
should think ill of myself if I had heard of it without 
alarm. I heard likewise of your recovery, which I 
sincerely wish to be complete and permanent, Your 
country has been in danger of losing one of its i 
brightest ornaments, and I of losing one of my oldest | 
and kindest friends; but I hope you will still live long, 
for the honour of the nation : and that more enjoy- 
ment of your elegance, your intelligence, and your 
benevolence, is still reseryed for, dear Sir, your most 
affectionate, &c. 


e Brighthelmston, 4 Sam, Jonxsox.“ 
Nov. 14,1782. 


The Reverend Mr. Wilson FOE dedicated to 
him his “ Archeological Dictionary,” that mark of 
respect was thus acknowledged : 


* TO THE REVEREND: MR. WILSON, CLITHEROS, 
© REVEREND sin, 


© 'Tnar I have long bee to return yon 
thanks for the honour conferred upon me by your 
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Dedication, I intreat you with great earnestness not 


to consider as more faulty than it is. A very impor- 
tunate and oppressive disorder has for some time de- 
barred me from the pleasures, and obstructed me in 
the duties of life. The esteem and kindness of wise 
and good men is one of the last pleasures which I 
can be content to lose; and gratitude to those from 
whom this pleasure is received, is a duty of which I 
hope never to be reproached with the final neglect. 
I therefore now return you thanks for the notice 


which I have received from you, and which I consi- 


der as giving to my name not only more bulk, but 
more weight; ; not only as extending its superficies, 


but as increasing its value. Your book was evidently 


wanted, and will, I hope, find its way into the school, 


to which, however, I do not mean to confine it; for 


no man has so much skill in ancient rites and prac- 
tices as not to want it. As I suppose myself to owe 
part of your kindness to my excellent friend, Dr, Pat- 


ten, he has likewise a just claim to my . wee e 
ments, which I hope you, Sir, will transmit. There 


will soon appear a new e of my Poctical Bio- 
graphy ; if you will accept of a copy to keep me in 
your mind, be pleased to let me know how it may be 


conveniently conveyed to yqu. The present is small, 
__— it is ö with good will by, Reverend Sir, 


Tour most, &c. 
| « December 31 1782. Sa. Jonnson.” 


1783: rar. 74.]--Ix 1783, be was more 


severely afflicted than ever, as will appear in the course 


of his correspondence; but still the same ardour for 
literature, the same constant piety, the same kindness 


4 ts 1 * ge — 
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ſor his friends, and the same vivacity, both in conver- 


sation and writing, distinguished him. 
Having given Dr. Johnson a full account of a 


I was doing at Auchinleck, and particularly men- 


tioned what I knew would please him, —-my having 
brought” an old man of eighty-eight from a lonely 
cottage to a comfortable habitation within my en- 
closures, where he had good neighbours near to him, 


I received an answer in n of which Lex | 


tract what follow: or 
J am delighted with your account of! your 1005 


vity at Auchinleck, and wish the old gentleman; 


whom you have so kindly removed, may live long to 
promote your prosperity by his prayers... You have 
now a new character and new duties ; think on them 
and practise them. | N 

© Make an impartial estimate of your revenue, and 
whatever it is, live upon less. Resolve nerer to be 
poor.  Frugality is not only the basis of quiet, but of 
beneficence. No man can help 'others that wants 


help bimeelf'; wwe must have enough before we have 


to spare. 

ee gudt to ind that Mrs. Bocwel 5 
and hope that'to keep her well, no care nor caution 
will be omitted. e you 7 live 1 to- 


gether. 


* When: you come hither, pray bring with you 


Baxter's Anacreon. I cannat get wood edition in 
London.” 

On Friday, March 21, being arrived in Wien 
the night before, I was glad to find him at Mrs. 
Thrale's house, in Argyll- street, appearances of friend- 
ship between them being still kept up. I was shewn 


— — ——-— —— — 
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into his room, and after the first salutation he said, 
PRONE glad you are come. I am very ill.“ He 
looked pale, and was distressed with a difficulty of 
breathing; but aſter the common inquirics be as- 
sumed his usual strong animated style of conversa- 
don. Seeing me pow. for the first time as a Laird, 
or proprietor of land, he began thus: © Sir, the su- 
periority of a oountry- gentleman over the people upon 
his estate is very agreeable; and be , who says he 
does not feel it to be agreeable, lies; ſor it must be 
agreeable to have a casual superiority over those who 
are by nature equal with us. BoswWwRELZ. © Yet, Sir, 
we see Sent proprietors of land who prefer living in 
London.” Jouxsox. + Why, Sir, the pleasure of 
| Hving in London, the intellectua ere that is 
enjoyed there, may counterbalance the other. Be- 
sides, Sir, a man may prefer the state of the country- 
* gentleman upon the whole, and yet there may never 
be a moment when he is willing to make the change 
to quit London for it.“ He said, It is better to 
have five per cent out of land than out of money, be- 
cause it is more secure; but the readiness of transfer, 
and promptness of interest, make many people rather 
choose the funds. Nay, there is another disadvan- 
tage belonging to land, compared with money. A 
man is not so much afraid of being a hard creditor, 
as of being a hard landlord.” BoswzLL. Because 
there is a sort of kindly connection between a land- 
lord and his tenants.” Jonxson. © No, Sir; many 
landlords with us never see their. tenants. It is be- 
cause if a landlord drives away his tenants, be may 
not get others; whereas the demand for r is SO 
great, it way always be lent.” | 
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He talked with regret and indignation of the fac+ 
tious opposition to Government at this time, and 
imputed it in a great measure, to the Revolution. 
« Sir, (Said he, in a low voice, having come nearer to 
me, while his old prejudices seemed to be ferment- 
ing in his mind,) this Hanoverian family is ige here. 
They have no friends. Now the Stuarts had friends 
who stuck by them so late as 1745. When the right 
of the King is not reverenced, there will not be re- 
verence for those appointed by the King.“ | 
His observation that the present royal family "a 
og: frends, has been too much justified by. the very 
ungrateful behaviour of many who were under great 
obligations to his Majesty; at the same time there 
are honourable exceptions; aud the very next | year 
after this conversation, and ever since, the King has 
had as extensive and generous support as ever was ; 
given to any monarch, and has bad the satisfaction of | 
men was more * more * * 
people. 
He repeated Rl ee on Mr, Levett, i 
an emotion which gave them full effect; and then he 
was pleased to say,. *. You must be as much with me 
as you can. You have done me good. You can- 
not think how much better I am since you came in.” 
_ He sent a message to acquaint Mrs. Thrale that I 
was arrived. I had not seen her sinet her husband's 
death. She soon appeared, and ſavoured me with an 
' invitation to stay to dinner, which I accepted. 
There was no other company but herself and three 
of her daughters, Dr. Johnson, and I. Sbe too said,, 
she was very glad I was come, for she was going to 
Bath, and should have been sorry to leave Dr. John- 
Bon before I came. This seemed to be attentive aud 
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Kind: and 1 who had not been informed of any 
change, imagined all to be as well as formerly. He 
was little inchined to talk at dinner, and went to sleep 
aſter it; but when he joined us in the rn 
he seemed revived, and was age in himself. 
Talking of corwersation, he said, „“ There inust, 
in the first place, be knowledge, there must be ma- 
terials in the second place, there must be à com- 
mand of words ;—in the third place, there must be 
imagination, to place things in such views as they are 
nat commonly seen in Land in the fourth place, 
there must be presence of mind, and a resolution that 
is not tobe overcome by failures ; this last is an essen- 
tial requisite ; for want of it many people do not ex- 
cel in conversation. Now I want it: 1 throw up the 
game upon losing a trick. I wondered to hear him 
talk thus of himself, and said, 1 don't know, Sir, 
bo this may be; but I am sure you beat other 
people's cards out of their hands.“ I doubt whether 
he heard this remark. While be went on talking 
triumphantly, I was fixed in admiration, and said to 
Mrs. Thrale, “O, for short- hand to take this down!“ 
* You'll carry it all in your head; n * a 
long head is as good as short- MA: 139, 56 
It has been observed and eee at, that Me. 
Charles Fox never talked with any freedom in the 
presence of Dr. Johnson, though it is well known, 
and I myself can witness, that his conversation is 
various, fluent, and execedingly agreeable!” John- 
s0n's own experience, however, of that gentleman's | 
reserve was a sufficient reason for his going on thus: 
* Fox never talks in private compauy; not from any 
determination not to talk, but because he has not the 
first motion. A man who is uscd to the applause of 
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the Houge of Commons, has no wish for that cf a - 
pri vate company. A man accustomed to throw for a 
thousand pounds, if <> down to throw for sixpence, 
would not be at the, pains to count his dice. Burbe's 
talk is the chulligign, of his mind; he does nat talk 

from a desire of diatinetion, but * , 
full.“ me nov of intern 1 Pi * 

He thus gurigusly chameterped one of . our old 
aequgintanoe : , % e ig a good may, Sir 3 but 
be is & vainman aud a lar, He, however, oply tells 

| lies of yantity 3 of, victories, for instance, in cnyersa- 


tion, which never happened.” | 5 
Johnson, e YOu, are. all pr of | 
Vill shrinka if you come. clogs to him. in argument and 
war un lud ag be; He: e e ee the Dare- : 7 
dor, that, there is no beauty. but in utility. , Fir, ; 
(ald — nher any hem ige peacock's tail, which : 
bete wu bw inn nag bt pl b 
have as e utility if its feathers were all of one ; 
colour? He — — — bade 5 
5 Wel Sit, 04 15 5 8 

a song verse lanking hum full in the. face.) you. have {7 
unkennelled bn z puteue bim ii ygu dare; He : 
pot iy; Sf." Nee ok may they 
© this was a fiction from beginning to end-? . 185 vn; , 
0 N 3 1 1 ich b wid 1 : 
dly maintained N r obtalned" err 75 

at} — C ̃ ᷣͤ‚ 111 
antagonists n W e : 
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Aſter miving for ome time, he said, „I wonder 
how I should have any enemies; for 1 do harm to 


nobody. * BosWELL. „In the first place, Sir, you 


will be pleased to recollect, that! you set out with at- 
tacking the Scotch; so you got à whole nation for 
your enemies.” Jonxsox. “ Why,” F own,” that by 
my definition of oa I meant to vex them.” Bos- 

Mui. * Pray, Sir, can you trace the cause of your 
ajtipathy to the Scotch.“ Jonmsx. I cannot, 
Sir.” © Bower. Old Mr. Sheridan ape, it was 
because 1 vold, Charles "the First. 75 eee 
Sure te 3 e een 15 We 


— most determined aberdlon an this ret pews — | 


ited Ac he could not tell ths Shui: Ya De 

ever, probably owing "to" bis baving had in his view 

the woret pare of of the Scottish nation, the ticedy atven- 
ST. AF ot 
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e neee 00 instance, I find, bas Ciroulated 
boch in conversation and in print; when be would not allow, 
the; $eqtch, writers to have merit, the late Dr. Rage, of Chiswick, 
t he could name one e Scotch iter, hom Dr. Johnso 
allow to av. dowry any man of t 


Johnson. #truck with the repartee, acknowle 
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| 11/24. This reflection was yery natural in a man of a geod, heart, who 


vas not conscious of any II- will to mankind, though the Sharp say 
Inge v ich were 50merimes produced by his discrimination = 
50 1 he perhaps did not recollect, e 1 am afraid 


ten remembered with resentment. ATTY) 
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turers, many of whom he thought were advanced. 
above their merits, by means which he did not ap- 
prove. Had he in his early life been in Scotland, 
and seen the worthy, sensible, independent . 
men, who live rationally and hospitably at home, he 
neyer could have entertained such unfavourable and 
unjust notions. of his ſellow- subjects. And accord- 
ingly we find, that when he did visit Scotland, in the 
latter period of his life, he was fully sensible of all 
that it deserved, as I have already pointed out, when 
5 speaking of his “ Journey to the Western Islands.“ 
Next day, Saturday, March 22, I found; him still 
at Mrs. Thrale's, but he told me that he was to go to 
his on house in the afternoon. He was better, but 
[ perceived he was but .an.unruly patient, for Sir 
Lucas Pepys, who visited him, while I was with-him 
said,“ If, you were mend, SN ahonld prescribe 
2 wot I X\ 92 5 
L related to Une * which 1 friend | 
bad made to me, upon the then state of Goverument, 
when those ho had been long in opposition had at- 
tained to power, as it was supposed, aguinst the incli- : ; 
nation of the gu. Lou need not be uneasy 5 
(Said this gentleman) about. the King. He laughs at a 
them all; he plays them one against another.” 
Jonxsox. “Don't think so, Sir. The King is as 
much oppressedl as a man can be, Hare | | 
one against another, he wins nothing. 
I had paid a visit to General Ogletharpe | in the — 
morning, and was told by him that Dr. Johnson saw 
company on Saturday evenings, and he would meet 
me at Johnson's that night. When I mentioned 
this Uo, Johnson, not  dqubtidly, that it wage . 
R Abs ee 
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him, as he had a great value for Oglethorpe, the fret- 
fulness of his disease tinexpectedly shewed itself; his 
anger suddenly kindled, and he said, with vehemenee, 
Did not you tell him not to come? Am F to be 
hunted in 5s manner? satisffed him that I could 

not divine that the visit would not be convenient, 
and that I certainly could not take 0 Me _y 
F own accord to forbid the General. 
; I fouttd Dr. Johnsc# ih the everiitis in Mi Wil 
hams's root, at tea and coffee with her and Mrs. 

Desmoulins, who wete also both ill; it was d sad 
scene, and he was not in very good humour. He 
wid of a performance that —.— come out, Sir, 
if you should search all the madhouses in England, 
you Would not find fre men 1 n er has and 

think it Sens“ 

99 was ghad when General Optethorpe's IP was 
announced, and we left the ladies. Dr. Johnson 

attended him in the parlour, and was as toutteous as 

| ever. The General said he was busy reading the 

Vriters of the middle uge. Johnson mid they were 

very euros. | Ootitrtionter, © The House of Com- 

* mions has usurped the power of the nation's money, 
* and used it tytannically. Government is now car- 
riet on by corrupt itiſtuence, instead of the inherent 
_ fight in the King.“ Jonxsox. „Sir, the want of 

inberent right in the King occasions all this disturb- 

- ance. What we did at the Revolution was neces- 

sary: but it broke bur ee * en. 

We „N Ather e did not think it derem 


« . 
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Johnsgn, who seemed much relieved, 2 A 
opium the night before, He "a 1 protested 
against it, as a remedy that should be given with the 
utmost reluctance, and only in extreme necessity. I 
mentioned how commonly it was used i in Turkey, and 
that theręſore it could not be so pernicious as he ap- 
prehended. He grew warm and said, Turks, take 
opium, and Christians take opium; but Russel, in 


his account of Aleppo, tells us, that it is as diggrace- | 


ful in Turkey to take too much opium, as it is with 
us to get drunk. Sir, it is amazing how things are 
exaggerated. A gentleman was lately telling in a com- 
pany where I was present, that in France as soon as 
a man of fashion marries, he takes an opera girl into 
keeping; and this he mentioned as a general custom. 


Pray, Sir, (said I,) how many opera girls way there 


be? He answered, About ſourscore. Well then, 
Sir, (said I,) you, see there can be no more than four- 
score men of fashion who can do this. 

Mrs. Desmoulins made tea; and sbe and I talked 
before him upon a topick which he had once borne 


patiently from me when we were by ourselyes,—his 


not complaining of the world, because he was not 
called to some great office, or had attained to great 
wealth... He flew into a violent passion, I confess 
with some justice, and commanded' us to haye done. 
Nobody, (said he) has a right to talk in this anan- 


ner, to . before a man his own character, and the 


blasted the | generous feelings of Lojaty. , And ww; when by the 1 


benignant effect of time the present Royal Family are establighed 


in our #ffections,” how unwise f is it to revive by celebrations the 


memory of a ut $05 phe 6" ape ET Cl 
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events of his life, when he does Hot choose it Should 
be done. T never have sought the world; the world 
was not to seek me. It is rather wonderſul that so 
much has been done ſor me. All the complaintswhich 


are made of the world are unjust. I never knew a 
man of merit neglected : it was generally by his own 


fault that he failed of success. A man may hide his 
head in a hole: he may go 'into the country, and 


publish a book now and then, which nobody reads, 


and then complain he is neglected. There is no 
reason why any person should exert himself for a man 
who has written a good book: he has not written it 
for any individual. I may as well make a present to 


the postman who brings me a letter. When patron- 
age was limited, an authour expected to find a M- 


- 0 Wvopyy — 9 


cenas, and complained if he did not find one. Why 


should he complain? This Mazcenas has others as 


good as he, or others who have got the start of him.” 
BoswELL. © But surely, Sir, you wilt allow that there 
are men of merit at the bar, who never get practice.” 
Jonxsox. Sir, you are sure that practice is got from 
an opinion that the person employed deserves it best; 
80 that if a man of merit at the bar does not get prac- 


ice, it is ſtom errour, not from injustice. He is not 


neglected. A horse that is brought to market may 
not be bought, though he is a very good horse „ but 
that! is from 1 Ignorance, not from intention.” 


There was in this discourse much novelty, i inge- 


nuity, and discrimination, such as is seldom to be 
found. Yet I cannot help thinking that men of 
merit, who bave no success in life, may be forgiven 
for lamenting, if they are not allowed to comploin. 
They may consider it as hard that their merit should 


not have its suitable distinetiem 1 Though there is 


A ad os. mm . 
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no intentional injustice towards them on the-part of 
the world, their merit not having been perceived, 
they may yet repine against fortune, or fate, or by 
whatever name they choose to call the supposed my- 
thological power of Destiny. It has, however, oc- 


curred to me, as a consolatory thought, that men of 


merit should consider thus: How much harder 
would it be if the same persons had both all the merit 


and all the prosperity. Would not this be a miser- 


able distribution for the poor dunces ? Would men of 
merit exchange their intellectual superiority, and the 
enjoyments arising from it, for external distinction 
and the pleasures of wealth? If they would not, let 


them not envy others, who are poor where they are 
rich, a compensation which is made to them. Let 
them look inwards and be satisfied; recolleeting with 
conseious pride what Virgil finely says of the Coryerus 


Sener, and which I have, in another place, . 


and mn applied to Mr. Burke: 


* Regum equaba} eher animis,” 

On the subject of the right employment of wealth, 
Johnson observed, A man cannot make a bad use 
of his money; so far as regards Society, if he does not 
hoard it; for if he either spends it or lends it out, 
Society has the benefit. It is in general better to 
spend money than to give it away; for industry is 


more promoted by spending money than by giving it 
away. A man who spends his money is sure he is 


doing good with it: he is not so sure when he gives 
it pero. af 1 man who rn ten thousand a Ka 


Letter to the Path of Scotland against the up. to dimi. 


nish the Number of the Lords of Session, 1785, 
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will do more good than a man en two thou- 
sand and gives away eight. 

In the evening I came to bao. Be vas 
somewhat fretful from his illness. A.- gentleman 
asked him, whetber be had been abroad to-day. 
„Don't talk so childishly, (said he.) Nou may as 
well ask if I hanged myself to-day.” I mentioned 
politicks. Jonxsox. Sir, I'd as soon have a man 
to break my bones as talk to me of publick affairs, 
internal or external. 1 have lived to — all as 
bad as they can be.. 

_ Having mentioned his fiend the. #6vond. Lond 
Southwell, he said. Lord Southwell was the 
highest-bred man without insolence that Jever was in 
company with; the most gualitied I ever saw. Lord 
Orrery was not dignified: Lord Ohesterfield was, 


but he was insolent. Lord nůgꝶ es is a man of 


_ manners, but a man of abilities and informa- 
I don't say be is a man I would set at the 
bead of a nation, though perhaps he may be as good 
as the next Prime Minister that comes ; but he is a 
man to be at the head of a Club I don't say our 
Crus for there's no such Club.“ BoswELL. 
But, Sir, was he not once a factious man ?” Jonx- 
son. „O yes, Sir; as factious a fellow as could be 
found: one who was for sinking us all into the mob.“ 
BoswzLL. How then, Sir, did he get into favour 
With the King? Jonxsox. Because, Sir, I sup- 
pose he nn ne do whatever the King 
pleased. 


He said, 60 Goldgmith's 8 8peech to 
Lord Shelburne, which has been so often mentioned, 
and which he really did make to him, was only a 


blunder i in n — I wonder ec call 
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your Lordsbip Malagrida, for Malagrida was a very 
good man Rey I Oey. FERN 
Malagrida as à term of reproach,” _ | 

Soon after this time I had an opportunity of See- 
ing, by means of one of this friends, a proof that his 
talents, as well as his obliging service to authours, 
were ready as ever. Ie had revised © The Village,” 
an admirable poem, by the Reverend Mr. Crabbe. 
Its sentiments as to the false notions of rustick happi- 
ness and rustiok virtue, were quite .congenial with 


his own; and he had taken the trouble not only 


to suggest slight corrections and variations, but to 


furnish some lines, when he thought he could give 
the writer's een 


mnanuceriph.* 4 ae [Ms „ JR 


Johngon' s substitution i in Italick 


ay... In fairer scenes, —ͤ £31 

| & Tityrus, che pride uf Mantuan,swains, might sing: 

4 But charmed by him, or smitten with, his views, | 
e Shall modem poets court the Mantuan muse? 
4 From Truth and Nature shall we widely aged eg 
{57001 "Wines Tangp mn. y? 


« Or Minea banks, i in Cerar's . reign 1 
I Tityrus found the golden age agu | 
1% Mart leepy. bards the flattering nf 

*© Mechanick ethes of the Muntuan uf wy 

« From Truth and Nature shall we widely stray, 

« Where V iet; awhere Fancy, leads the way #* 


11 hall give an imam; waking gh y Raman a 
characters : 


p 


R find Jahnzon's-poctical and critical powers undiminiehell. 
I must, however, observe, that the aids he gave to this poem, as to 
«© The Traveller“ and „ Desertefl Village“ of Goldsmith, were 
80 small as by no mean to impair the distinguished merit of the 
authoar, TILT 38, 3-5 34s THAT: i | 
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On Sunday, March 30, IJ found him at home in 
ads evening, and had the pleasure to meet with Dr. 
Brocklesby, whose reading,” and knowledge of life, 
and good spirits, supply him with a never-failing 
Source of 'conversation. | He mentioned a respect- 
able gentleman, who became extremely penurious 
near the close of his liſe. Johnson said there must 
dave been a degree of madness about him. Not 
at all, Sir, (said Dr. Brocklesby,) his judgement was 
entire.“ Unluckily, however, he mentioned that 
although he had a fortune of twenty-seven thousand 
pounds, he denied himself many comforts, from an 
apprehension that he could not afford them. “ Nay, 
Sir, (cried Johnson,) when the judgement is so dis- 
turbed that a man cannot count, that; is pretty 


05 well.” 


I shall here insert a few of Johnson's sayings, with- 
out the formality of dates, as * _—_ no reference 
to any particular time or place.” | 

The more a man extends and! _— " ac- 
quaintarice.the better,” This, however, was meant 
with a just restriction; for, he on another occasion 
said to me, Sir, a man may be so much of every 
thing, that he is nothing of any thing. 

« Raising the wages of dayrlabourers is wrong ; ; 
for it does not make them live better, but only makes 
them idler, and idleness is a very! bad ching for human 
nature.. 

« It is a very good custom to keep a — for 
a man's own use; he may write upon 'a card a day 
all that is necessary to be written, after, he has had 
experience of life. At first there is a great deal to 
OY because een Wanne 
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but when bhe# a man has settled his opinions, there 
is seldom much to be set down.” 
There is nothing wonderful in the journal which 
we see Swift kept in London, for it contains :light 
by vio: and it might soon be written.” 
T praised. the accuracy of an bt bäcl of a 
lady whom I mentioned. :Jonxs0vx. © Keeping ac- 
counts, Sir, is of no use when'a man is spending his | 
- own money,and has nobody to whom he is to account, \ 
You won't eat less beef to-day, because you have | 
written down what it cost yesterday.“ I mentioned 
another lady who thought as he did, so that her hus- 
band could not get her to keop an account of the - 
expence of the family, as she thought it enough that 
she never exceeded the sum allowed her. Jounsov. 
« Sirg it is fit she should keep an account, because 
her husband wishes it; but T do not see its use.“ I 
maintained that keeping an account has this advan- 
tage, that it satisfies a man that his money has not 
been lost or stolen, which he might sometimes be apt „4 
to imagine, were there no written state of his oxpence; 
and beside, a calculation of economy so as not to A 
exceed one's income, cannot be made withont a view | 
of the different articles in figures, that one may set 
how to retrench in some particulars less eg 
| than others. This he did not attempt to answer. 
Talking of an acquaintance of ours, Whose narra- 
Ans which abounded in curious and interesting 
topicks, were unhappily ſound to be very ſabulous; 
1 mentioned Lord Mansfield's haying Said to ba: 
_ < Suppose. we believe. one half. hs what he tel | 
Jonnsox..*, Ay; but wo don't know: which: — 0 
believe. By his lying we lose nut only our rever- 
| ence for bim, hos cothifort in his"couveraationn." 


? 


— ks Foy Bon „r as. amwing bo- 
uon?“ JonxsON. * Sir, Ihe mis fortune is, that you 
will insensibly believe as much of it as Wines tc to 
believe.” 

It is remarkebla, that notwithatanding their con- 
geniality in politicks, he never, was acquainted with a 
late eminent noble judge, whom I have: heard speak 
of him as a writer, with great respect. Johnson, I 
know not upon what degree of investigation, enter- 
tained no exalted opinion of his Lordship's ; "gl 
tual character. Talking of him to me one day, he 
said, It is wonderful; Sir, with howlittle zeal supe- 
xiarity of mind men can make an eminent figure in 
publick life,” He expressed himself to the same pur- 
Pose concerning another law - Lord, who, it seems, 
once took a fancy to associate with the wits,of Lon- 

don; but with, 80 little success, that Foote said, 

© What can he mean by coming among us? He is 
nat only dull himself, but the cause of dullness in 
others. Trying him by the test of bis colloguial 
Powers, Johnson had found him very, defective. He 
once said to Sir Joshua Reynolds, This man now 
Das been ten years about tawa, and has made nothing 
of it; meaning as a companion.“ He said to me, 

« 1 never heard any thing from him in company that 

was at all striking; and depend upon it, Sir, it is 

r in conversation, that 

eee eee abilities are; to make a 
HA 141 | ws 4 Nen K 
a f as well ns CNN En of t 
bie Lordsbip can display, I cannot but suspect that his unfavourable 
appearance in a gocial circle, which drew uch animadveraions upon 
him, must be owing to cold affeetation of eoust quenoe, from being 
, Ieverved, and wife, Ii it be 50, and he might be hn ag cable man if 
mern eee 
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speech in 4 publick assembly is g knack. Now 1 
honour Thurlow, Sir; ey r he 
fairly puts his mind toyours,”? 1 5 
- After repeatirig to him domo.of kis-paintbd; budy 
sayings, I said, © It is a pity, Sir, you don't always 
remember your own good things, that you may have 
a laugh when you will.” 'Jonxsov, © Nay, Sir, it is 
better that 14 that T may be reminded of 


them andibires ugh « on in r 


When I recalinb'w thin tis being vald: as we 

zaited-up Lochlomond, Thut' if he wore any thing 
fine, it should be very ſins; I observed that ali hi 
thoughts were upon a great scale. Jonxsow. ! De- 
pend upon it, Sir, every mau will have as fine a thing 
as he can get; as a large diamond for his rig. BOS 
WELL, „ Pardon me, Sir: a män of à narro mind 
will not tink of it, a slight mee 


« Nec Sufferre queat majoris pondera genmee.” 


1 told him 'I should send him some '« Kays” 
which I had written,® which I hoped he would-be 
50 good 28 to read; and pick out the good ones, 
Jonssdn. “ Nay, Sir, send W the guod ones; 
dont make me pick them. + 3335 OI e, 

I bead him once eee proverb | 
© Nuthan mien uber, i dt pridentia,” does not al. 
ways prove true, we may be certain of the'conyerse 
of it, Mullum rumen adert; gi git imprud miu 
Once, when Mr. Seward was going to Bath; and 
asked his'communds,” he said; Tell Dr. Hartjng= 
W win be: SEnhd Palgnd another volume of 


1 * [Vader thei uf © The nua 


recollection/?:: Jones re 112 Jui 


G Mg antiques” it is a very pretty book.“ 


Me. Sean sebanded this wish,-and-recominended. 
to Dr. Harrington to dedicate it to Johnson, and 


ane, what Catullus eays to Cornelius 
Nepos: neh bot zi ig £4521 2 ee 4. ati 7 
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ling, the following circumstance 2 men- 
tioned: One evening when we were in the ·˖ street 
together, and I told him I was going to „ Mr. 
Beavelerk's, he said, I'll go witch you.“ 

having walked part oſ the way, bee 29 
something, he suddenly stopped and said, I can- 
not go, hut Ido not dove Bæaucleri the less. 


inscribed, E et tant Maiks 1 % li on 


50 DW OV WE OY Wu 4a 
| 1 Liculto latet hoc sub | corpore. ” {bl bi 


NN 
Aſter Mr. Beavclerk's death, when it dune bs 
Langton's property, he made . the inscription be de- 
ſaced. Johnson said complacentiy, “ It was kind in 
you to take it off; and then after a short pause, 
added, and not uukind i in him to put it on.“ 

He said, How few of his friends“ houses would 
a man choose to be at when he is sick.“ He men- 


tioned one or two. 1.recollect only Thrale s. 


He observed, There is a wicked inclination in 
moet prbple to suppose an old man decayed in his 


intellects. H young OTE eas oak aa | 
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On the ſrame of his egg Mr. dana 
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| leaving a company, does not * — he lad ö 
18 his hat, it is nothing; but if the same inattention ib 0 


1 disoovered in an old man; people will shrug up their 5 


Shoulders, and say, His memory is going. 
When I once talked to him of e 
| ings which every body repeats, | but nobody knows 
where to find; such as, Quos Drus undi perdere,> 
prius denian las; be told me that be was once offered 1 —9 
ten guineas to point out from whence Semel: manic 4 
vimus onnes was taken. He could not do it; hut | |; 
| many years aſterwards met with wy chance in 
1 e Arent Mantuanus. * ,, T f Malt 
1 ADE a basel ano of! 102th 1oatulca! 3 
* {The words oceurs- {as Mr, Aerials * 
19 Firet Eclogue of Mantuanus, De honexto Amore, Kr. on 4 . 
19 14 commune malum ;, semel inzanivimus We e | 1 
With the following elucidation of the other * th. Boil | Pg 
(it should rather be =Onew Fupiter) vlt perdere, pri  demien- | 
rat—-Mr. Boswell was furnished by Mr. Richard How, of Aspley | | 
in Bedfordshire, eee 6 chit Green . in | | . 
Mr, John Pitts, late Rector '6f "Great "Brckhill,*n Peckeng! | 
ham: % 3 Toogy © ORAL Wo SHU CY Gly 
c 12 5 
this. It occasionally falls even from those who are scrupulous even 3 7 
to pedantry in their Latinity, and will not admit a word into their 
compositions, which has not the ganction of the first; ages The 
word demente is of no authority, ther as a verb active ot gieuter. — 
After a long scarch/for the purpose of deciding a bet, came gentle. 
men of Cambridge found it among the fragments of Euripides, in 
what edition T de not wende where it TG OE 
= Greek Iainbick +" VETO e en 


3 20 addon *. . ib . 47 
0 Yoo ar ar, e ar bers I 406% 2b an 


«The above cg wand e henden of a tuicide of 
fashions: Sir D. O. some years age, IV ing on the table ofithe room 
where he had destroyed himself. The suicide was 6 max-of tas, 
sical acquirements : he left no other paper behind him. 

Wee these proverbial saying: 
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Ioam very sorry that I did not take a note of an 
dloquent argument in which he maintained that the 
zituation of Prince. of Wales was the happicst of any 
person's in the kingdom, even beyond that of the 
Sovereign. I recallect only the enjoyment of hope, | 
the high superiotity of rank; without the anxious 
cares.of eber Pry. a great degree of power, 
n de who look forward 


ta the chance of future favour; . 
Sir Josbua en communicated o we the 
following particulars : : he rags 


Johnson thought the . published as Fore 
tions from Ossian, had so little merit,” that he said, 
* Sir, a man might write such stuff for eyer, if he 
would abandon his mind to it.“ 


He said, A wan should pass a part of his time 
—— im 4 6 me on Man 
Vance, traced 10 its source.. It occurs (with a slight variation) in 
the ALexanpeers of Philip Gualtier, (a poet of the thirteenth cen- 
wry) a peter eee lnb. — 
addressed A sb 11 


TW eee eee nt 415 ns 10 
95 Dr ä 
. 25 UW, nes, e e eee , ee + imo, 

PP enpiens vitae Charybitime. 


We em Egon Rt, Mar. 
In 9-46 56 pra: jo as is observed in Mznacraxa, vol. iii, 
p. 130. edit. 1762.—For an account of Philip Gualtier, xe Vos- 
zius de Poet. Latin, p. 254, fol. 1697. 
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with Hie laughers, by which means any thing tidicu- 
lous or particular about him might be presented to 
his view, and corrected,” I observed, he must have 
been a bold laugher who would have ventured to tell 
Dr. Johnson of any of his particularities - 


Having observed the vain ostentatious importance 


of many people in quoting the authority of Dukes 
and Lords, as having been in their company, he 
said, he went to the other extreme, and did not men- 
tion his authority when he should have Jony it, had 
it not been that of àa Duke or 4 Lord. 

Dr. Goldsmith said once to Dr. Johnson, that he 
wished for some additional members to the LTERARV 
Crvn, to give it an agreeable variety; for (said be,) 
there can now be nothing new among us: we have 
travelled over one another's minds. Johnson Seemed 


alittle angry, and said,“ Sir, you have-not travelled 


over my mind, I promise you.” Sir Joshua, how- 
ever, thought Goldsmith right 7 observing, that 


« when people have lived a great deal together, they 


know what each of them will say on every 8gbject. 
A new understanding, therefore, is desirable ;” be- 


cause though it may only furnish the same sense 


- 


upon a question which would have been furnished by 


those with whom we are accustomed to live; yet this 
rr will, have a different cog, ; and colouring 


r 4302.68 
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during with great gentleness to hear one of his most striking par- 


ticularitĩes pointed out: Miss Hunter, a niece of his friend Chris. 


topher Smart, when a very young girl, struck by his extraordinary 
motions, said to him, % Pray, Dr. Johnson, why do you make such 


5trange gestures? — — From bad habit, (he replied.) Do you, e. 


dear, take care to guard against bad habits,” This 1 was 997 * 
the young lady's brother at Margate, 3 | 
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is of much effect in every thing else as well as in 
painting.” 

Johnson used to say that be made i it a constant 
rule to talk as well as he could both as to sentiment 
and expression, by which means, what had been 
originally effort became familiar and easy. The con- 
sequence of, this, Sir Joshua observed, was, that his 
common conversation in all companies was such as 
to secure him universal attention, as n abore 
che usual colloquial style was expected. 

Yet, though Johnson bad this habit i in company, 
when another mode was necessary, in order to in- 
vestigate truth, he could descend to a language in- 
delligible to the meanest capacity. An instance of 
this was witnessed by Sir Joshua Reynolds, when 
they were present at an examination of a little black - 
guard boy, by Mr. Saunders Welch, the late West- 
mingter Justice. Welch, who imagined that he was 
ckalting himself in Dr. Johnson“ s eyes by using big 
Words, spoke in a manner that was utterly unintelli- 
gible io the boy; Dr. Johnson perceiving it, ad- 
1 bimself to the boy, and changed the pony 
pous phraseology into colloquial . language. 
Joshua Reynolds, who was much amused by 155 

procedure, which seemed a kind of reversing of what 
a might have. been. expected, from the two men, took 
notice of it to Dr. Johnson, as they walked away by 
themselves. Johnson said, that it was continually 
the case ; and. that. he Was e obliged to translate 
the Justice's swelling diction, (smiling, ) so as that bis 
meaning might be understood hy the nn, oo 
whom information was to be obtained. 

Sir Josbus once observed to him, that he kad 
- talked above the W Same poſe meh n 
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they had been in compeny together. * No matter, 
Sir, (said Johnson); they consider it as a compliment 
to be talked to, as if they were wiser thun they arc. 
So true is this, Sir, that Baxter made it a rule in 
every sermon that he preached, to say something 
that was above the capacity of his audience.“ 


Johnson's dexterity in retort, when he seemed to 


be driven ro an extremity by his adversary, was very 
remarkable. Of bis power in this respect, out 
common friend, Mr. Windham, of Norfolk, has been 
pleased 15 furnish me with an eminent instance. 
However unfavourable to Scotland, he uniformly 
gave liberal praise to George Buchanan, as a writer. 


In a conversation concerning che literary merits of 
the two countries, in which Buchanan was intro- 


duced, a Scotchman, imagining that on this ground 
he should have an undoubted triumph over him, 


exclaimed, Ah, Dr. Johnson, what would yo 


have said of Buchanan, had he been an English- 
man?“ “ Why, Sir, (said Johnson, after à little 


pause,) I should not have said of Buchanan, had he 


been an Englishman, what I will now say of him as 


a Seotchnan,—that he was the only man of genius 


his country ever produced.“ 


And this brings to my recollection another instahce 


of the same nature. I once reminded him that when 
Dr. Adam Smith was expatiating on the beauty of 


Glasgow, he had cut him short by saying, Pray, 2 


a be have you ever Seen Bentford ? and I took the 


& $: 


N e e te ee 
for which I am indebted to Lord Eliot: A country Parson, who 
was remarkable for quoting scraps of Latin in his sermons, having 


died, one of his parishioners was asked how he liked his guccessor 3 + 


« He is a very good preacher, (was his anawet, j but no latider. , 
1 = 
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liberty to add, © My dear Sir, surely that was shock- 
mg.” -—© Why, then, Sir, (he Ms; You Rave 
nexer sten Brentſord.“ 
Though his usual phrase for akne l 
yet he made a distinction; for when he once told 
me that he diricd the day before at a friend's house, 
with “ a very pretty company ;” and I asked him if 
tbe: was good conversation, he answered, No, 
Sir; we had talk enough, but no ere e 
was nothing discuss.“ | 
Talking of the success of the Gesch 3 in Lindon, 
he imputed it in a considerable degree to their . 
of nationality. Tou know, Sir, (said he,) that no 
unegen a eue ane, ee 
ready to duds Minto inane, 
| 5 . bi fiend, De Dutner' 
F.. | elegant and entertaining travels, and told Mr. Sew- 
ard that he had them in his eye, when writing his 
Journey to the Western Islands of Scotland.“ 
Such was his sensibility, and so much was he af- 
fected by patbetiok poetry, that, when he was read- 
ing Pr. Beatties Hermit,“ We 2 0 it 
5 t tears into his eyes.? n eee 

He disapproved much of r eee 
a On this account he censured a book: en- 
titled Love and Madness. 

Mr. Hoole told him, he was born in Moorficlds 
and had received part oſ his early instruction in 
Grub- street. Sir, (said Johnson, stniling) you 
wang been regularly ee pee man wer. who 
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was his instructor, and Mr. Hoole having answered, 
« My uncle, Sir, who was a taylor; Johnson, recol- 
lecting himself, said, „Sir, I knew him; we called 
him the metaplbynicul taylor. He was of a club in 
Old-street, with me and George Psalmanazar, and 
zBome others: but pray, Sir, was he à good taylor?“ 
Mir. Hoole having answered that he believed be was 
too mathematical, and used to draw squares and 
triangles on his shop- board, so that he did not excel 
in the cut of a coat; —“ I am sorry for it (said 
Johnson,) for I would have "ay man to ns master 
of his own business.“ | | | 
In pleasant reference to bimself and Mr. Hoole, 7 
e authours, he often said, Let you and 155 | 
I, Sir, 90 n an cat a e in Grob- 
| street.“ 
Sir William Chambers, that great Archicecy? mhoee | 
works shew a sublimity of genius, and who is esteem- 
ace by all who know him, for his social, hospitable, 
1 fd generous qualities, submitted the manuscript of 
3 his * Chinese Architecture,“ to Dr. Johüson's pe- 
1 rusal. Johnson was much pleased with it, and said, 
It wants no addition nor correction, but a few lines 
of introduction; {which be 8 Wd . | 
ham e {ta n ch CANE 16 
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4 bears testimony to this gentleman's merit as a writer: Mr. Cham- 
| | bers's © Treatise on Civil Architecture, is the most sensible book, 
and the most exempt from prejudices, that ever was written on that 
science. Preface to . Anecdotes of Painting in England.”  — 
The introductory lines are these: © It is difficult to avoid prais- 
ing too little or too much. The boundless panegyricks which have 
n 
well, into admiration, | F l Wie "a 


' | 
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He said to Sir William Scott, © The age is run- 
ning mad after innovation; all. the business of the 
world is to be done in a. new way; men are to be 
hanged in a new way; Tyburn itself is not safe from 
the fury of innovation. It having been argued that 
this was an improvement. No, Sir, (Said he, 
eagerly,) it is not an improvement: they object that 
the old method drew together a number of specta- 
tors. Sir, executions. are intended to draw specta- 
tors. If they do not draw spectators, they don't an- 
satisfactory to all parties; the publick was gratified 
by a ptocession; the criminal was supported by it. 
Why is all this to be swept away? I - perfectly. 


agree with Dr. Johnson upon this head, and am per- 


suaded that executions now, the solemn procession 
being discontinued, have not nearly the effect which 
they formerly had. Magistrates both in London, and 


regard to their o¼n cage. 
Of Dr. Hurd, Bishop of Wada, Johnson said 


| to a friend. Hurd, Sir, 418: one of a get of men 


* who- account for every thing systematically; for 


| 1 instance, it bas been a fagbion to wear scarlet 


< breeches ; these men would tell you, that according 
"> rang vo Other weer could ut p88 
54+ 420037 6-267 2464. 744 . | 
pore aus ue — 
of Chinese excellence. I consider them as great, or wise, only in 


tention to place them in qampetitian either ith the antients or with 


the moderns of this part of the world; yet then must he allowed to 
claim our notice as a distinet and very 8ingular race of men: as the 
inhabitants of a degion divided by iti situation from all ci vii red 


Countries, ho have ſornied their own manners, and invented their | 


own arts, without the assistance of example... 


- 
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* time have been chosen.“ He, however, said of 
him at another time to the same gentleman, Hurd, 


Sir, is a man Whose acquaintance is a valuable ac- 


1 — 7 


That learned wa ingenious Prelate it is well 
known published at one period of his life © Moral 
and Political Dialogues,” with a woefully whiggish 
cast. Afterwards, his Lordship having thought bet- 
ter, came to see his errour, arid republished the work 
with a' more constitutional spirit. Johnson, how- 

ever, was unwilling to allow him full credit for his 
political conversion. I remember when his Lordship 
deelined the hononr of being Archbishop of Can- 
_ terbury, Johnson said I am glad he did not go to 
Lambeth; ſor, ey a, TREE Og in his 
heart,” 4 95 

Johnson's attention to precision and eleatiieds i in 
expression was very remarkable. He disapproved of 
a parentheses; and F believe in all his voluminous 
writings, not half a dozen of them will be found. 
He never used the phrases the former and the latter, 
having observed, that they often oecasioned obscu- 
rity ; he therefore contrived to construct his sen- 
tences so às not to have occasion for them, and 
would even rather repeat the same words, in order to 
avoid them. Nothing is more common than to mis- 
take surnatmes when we hear them carelessly uttered 
for the first time. To prevent this, he used not only 

to protounce them slowly and distinctiy, but to 
make the trouble of spelling them; a practice which 
I have often ſbllowed; and” which 1 wh" were 
1 bs 

uch was the Heat and jetty of His blood, 
way ke pare ie male ule; but 
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scraped the joints of bis fingers with a ene till 
they seemed quite red and raw. 

The heterogeneous composition of bumen nature 
was remafkably exemplified in Johnson. His liberality 
in giving his money to persons in distress was extra- 
ordinary. Yet there lurked about him a propensity 
to paltry saving. One day Low ned to him that“ 1 
was occasionally troubled with a fit of narratoness. 
Why, Sir, (said he,) so am I. But. I do not tell ii. 
He has now and then borrowed a Shilling of me; 
and when I asked for it again, seemed to be rather 


dut of humour. A droll little circumstance once 


occurred: As if he meant to reprimand my minute 
exactness as a creditor, he. thus addressed me; 
6e Boswell, lend me sixpence- ne to be repaid. 
This great man's attention to small things. 1 was 
very remarkable. As an instance of it, he one day 
said to me, Sir, when you get silver in change for 
z guinea, look carefully at. 4 ; wan may find e 
curious piece of coin.” , 
Though a stern e Englubman, ws fully 
prejudiced against all other nations, he had discern- 
ment enough to see, and candaur. enough to cen- 
sure, the cold reserve too common among English- 
men towards strangers: Sir, (said. he,) two men of 
any other nation who are shewn inta a room toge- 
ther, at a house where they are both visitors, will 
immediately find some conversation. But two 
Englighmen will probably, go each to. a different 
window, and remain in obstinate silence. Sir, we as 


E. do not evoußh understand the cqmman rights of 


umanity. 


- Johnoon was at at certain period of bis life a good 
deal wich n. al Shelburne, mme 


dispute last night —. You were in the right.” 
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due value for that nobleman's activity of mud, and 
uncommon acquisitions of important kno 


however much be might disapprove of other parts of 


bis neee n ann 


from his Cn. 
eee e ee | 


genius * Earay on the character bf Falstaff being 


a particular friend of his Lordship, had once an op- 


portunity of entertaining Johnson for a day or two 
at Wickham, when its Lord was absent, and by him 
I have been fayoured with two anecdotes. 


HAS 


One is not a little to the credit of Johnson's cau- 


dour. Mr. Morgann and he had a dispute pretty _ 
late at night, in which Johnson would not give up, 


though he had the wrong side, and in short, both 


kept the field. Next morning, when they, met in 
the breakfasting-room, Dr. Johnson accosted Mr. 


Morgann thus: Sir, T have been thinking on our 
| The other was. as follows : Johnson, for zport per- 
ups,” or from the spirit of contradiction, eagerly 


+ maintained that Derrick had merit as a writer, Mr. 


argued with him directly,. in vain. At 
length he had recourse to this device. Pray, Sir, 


(said he,) whether do you reckon Derrick or Smart 


the best poet? Jobnson at once felt himself rouzed; 


and answered, 60 Sir, there is no settling the point of 
proppdeney berwven a a louse and . 2 


2. FH 
u. 49" 
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good Character,” 


lasen, he übe dt nee üg 


„ 
„ Why, Sir, we chall have the man come forth again; and as he 


has proved Falstaff to no coward, he may prove Iago to be a very | 
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Once, when checking my boasting too frequently 
Amped in company, he said to me, Boswell, 
you often vaunt so much, as to provoke ridicule, 
You put me in mind of a man who was standing in 
the kitchen of an inn with his back to the fire, and 
thus accosted the person next him, © Do you know, 
Sir, who I am? Neo, Sir, (vid the otber,) I have 
not that advantage.” Sir, (said he,) Fam the grea- 
TwarxrEty, who invented the New Floodgate 
Iron. "The Bishop of Killaloe, on my repeating 
me story to him, defended Twalmley, by observing, 

that he was entitled to rr 
n We 


Th nam patio mn eee. Ke. 
. mentiors 8 n ir Hann 
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He was pleaed to. 'ay to me one morning en 
we were left alone in his study, 'ﬆ Boswell, I think, I 
am eavier with vou than with, almost an x body.” pe 

He would not allow Mr. David 53 any credit 
for his political principles, though Similar se own ; ; 

gaying of him, © Sir, he was a Tory by chance,” 

"His acute observation of human life made bim 
remark, © Sir, there is nothing by which a man 

exasperates most peaple more, than by displaying a 
| onperiour ability or brilliancy in conversation. They 


whe What 888 gras ny 8838 
| EE chan a kind of nnn 
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seem pleased at the time; ren 

them curse bim at their hearts 

My readers will probably be sutprised to W 
the great Dr. Johnson could amuse himself with 80 


slight and playful a species of composition as a'Cha- | 
Baxvard, now Lord Bishop of Killaloe;* who hass | 
been pleased for many years to treat me with so muck | 
Friend. T therefore with peculiar: pleasure give to 8 | 
the wotldo oe at AAR ne , A | | 

Wenger) © oo” MAY pol; Oh 3 LORD ps 7 


„ ele ee GC "— 1 4 e . 
« My e shuts out there rom. your bse, 
your room, ROSTERS, et d dune ac e 
> „ My 4econd' exprozes a Syrian perfume. - 081 bs 
«© My whole* is a man in whose converse is sha d, 
The strength of a Har and the sweetness of Nard. 
Johnson asked Richard Owen Cambridge, Esd. if 
he had read-the Spanish translation of Sallust, said 
to be written by a Prince of Spain, with the ascist- 
ane of his tutor, bo is profeszedly the authour of 
| a traatiss annexed;:on the Phoœnician language. 1 6 
Nr. Cambridge commended the work; | 
a8 he thought the Translator understood his authourr 
better than is commonly the case with Translators: 
but said. he was disappointed in abe purpose, for 
ubich he horrowed the book:; to se whether a Span 
niard could be better furnished with inscriptious fu iS 
—————— 15 
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might more probubly find on a coast, so immediately 
opposite to Carthage, than the Antiquaries of any 
other countries. Jonxsow. I am very sorry you 


was not gratiſied in your expectations! Campripcs. 


<«< The language would have been of little use, aus 


the te, meren which the Roman writers have 
ns.” JogxNsoN. No, Sir. They have not 
been puri they have told their o story, e 
shatne or regard to equitable treatment of their 

jured enemy ; they had no compunetion, — 


for a Carthaginian. Why, Sir, they would never 


have borne Virgil's description of Aneas s treatment 
of Dido, if she had not been a ian. 

I gratefully acknowledge this and other commn- 
nications from Mr. Cambridge, whom, if a beautifut 


villa on the banks of the Thames, a ſew miles distant 


from London, a numerous and excellent library, 


vieh he accurately knows and reads, a choice col- 
lection of pictures, which he understands and relishes, 
an easy ſortune; an amiable family, an extensive 3 


ele af friends and acquaintance, distinguished by 


rank, fashion and genius, a literary fame, various ele- 
gant and still increasing, colloquial talents rarely to 
be found, and with all these means of happiness, 


enjoying, when well advanced in years; health and 


not entitle to be addressed fortune, renew I know 
not to whom, in any age, that expression obuld with 
propriety haue been used. Long may he live to 
hear and to feel i}: } Sr 1 1 GOD bent 

Johnson's love of little children, which he disco- 
vered upon all occasions, calling them © pretty 
dears,” and ORs them sweetimeats, was an un- 
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doubted proof of the real nee gentleness of 
„ e e e een eie 

His uncommon kindness to his servants, and serious 
concern, not only for their comfort in this world, but 
their happiness in the next, was another unquestion- 
able evidence of what all, who were nene 
quainted with him, knew to be true. 

Nor would ahn Uhde dn head} to omit tlie 
fondness which he shewed for animals which he had 
taken under his protection. I never shall forget the 


whom he himself used to go out and buy oysters, lest 
the servants having that trouble should take a dislikg 
to the poor creature. I am, unluckily, one of these 
who have an antipathy to a cat, so that I am-uneasy 
when in the room with one; and I own, I frequently 
suffered a good deal from the presence of this same 
Hodge. I recollect him one day scrambling up Dr. 
Johnson's breast, apparently with much satisfäction, 


while my friend smiling and half whistling, rubbed 


down his back, and pulled him by the tail; and 

when I observed he was a fine cat, saying, why 
yes, Sir, but I have had cats whom I liked better than 
this; and then as if peteeiving Hodge to be out of 


countenance, adding, * but: n eee 


very fine cat indeed. $3246 2 in Ham 


This reminds me of the eee | 


he gave Mr. Langtonf of the despicable state of a 


young Gentleman of good family. „Sir; when 1 


beard of bim last, he was running about town shoot- 
ing cats. And then in à sort of kindly | reverie; 
he bethought himself of his own favourite cat, and 

said, © But —_— ba 22 : no, Hodge 
hell not ba Wer fo 164, 8 03 


indulgenee with which he treated Hodge, his cat: for 
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He.thought. Mr. Beauclerk made à shrewd and 
judicious remark to Mr, Langton, who, alter having 
been for the first time in company with a well known 
wit about town, wn admiring. m. praising 
bim, “ Ses him again, said Beauclerkk. 

His respeet ſor the Hierarchy, aritl. e the 
Dignitaries of the Church, has heen more than once 
exhibited in the course of this werk. Mr. Seward 
taw him presented to the Archbishop of Vork, and 


described his Bew to an A en-Bisnof, as such a 


studied elaboration of homage, such an extension of 
end e ea eee a ane 
been equalled. Eis lane wu ga nere 
I cannot help mentioning 2 et that 
by my own negligence I lost an opportunity af bav- 
f ing che history of my ſamily from its founder Tho- 


mag Boswell, in 1504, recorded: and illustrated by 


Johnson's pen. Such was his goodhess to me, that 
when I presutned to solicit him for so great a ſatour, 


| de was pleased to say, Let me have all the materials 


you can collect, and I will do it both in Latin and 
English then let it be printed and; copies of it be 
5 in various places for security and preserva- 


non. I can nom only do the best I can to make up 


| for this loss, keeping my great Master steadily in 
view. Family histories, like the inutgines majorum of 
_ the Ancients, excite to virtue; and l wish that they 
who really have blodd; would be more cardſul to trace 
and ascertain its course. Some have affected to 


laugh at the history of the house of Very :“ it would 


be well if many others would transmit their pedigrees 
to $07 hang 1 ab W. ay 1 en 


4 041 as : 71 Siri 142 + 
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zeal, with which the Noble Lord who compiled that 


work, has honoured. and perpetuated his ancestry. 

On Thursday, April 10, I introduced to him, at 
his house in Bolt-court, the Honourable and Reve- 
rend William Stuart,“ son of the Earl of Bute; a 
gentleman truly worthy of being known to Johnson; 
being, with all the advantages of high birth, learning, 
travel, and elegant manners, an 2 perich 
priest in every respect. 

After some compliments on both an the tour 


which Jobnson and I had made to the Hebrides was 


mentioned.-—JoHxs0x. © I got an acquisition of 
more ideas by it than by any thing that I remember. 


. 1 saw quite a different system of life.” BosWELL, 


* You would not like to make the same 
again?? Jonxsox. * Why no, Sir; not the same: 


it is a tale told. Gravina, an Italian critick, observes, 


that every man desires to see that of which he has 


read; but no man desires to read au account of what 
he has seen: so much does deseription fall short of 


reality. Description only excites curiosity: seeing 
satisfies it. Other, people may go and see the He- 


brides.”  BoswELL. © I should wish to go and see 
50me-country totally different from what I have been 


used to; such as Turkey, where religion and every 


thing else are different.” JohxsoN. Yes, Sir; 
there are two objects of curiosity, the Christian 
world, and the Mahometan world. All the rest may 


be considered as barbarous.” Bosw RLT. Pray, Sir, 


is the Turkish Spy' a genuine book ?” Jonxsox. 


« No, Sir, Mrs. Manley, in her Life, Says, that her 


SORE * " be u and in another 


bees Lond Bitop af $ Darts} 
1 


* % 
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book, © Dunton's Life and Errours, we find that the 
rest was written by one Sault, at two guineas a sheet, 
under the direction of Dr. Midgeley:”* | 

| Boswer1.; * This has been à very factions reign, 
owing to the too great indulgence of Government.” 


Jouxsox. F'think so, Sir. What at first was 


lenity, grew timidity. Yet this is reasoning à pos/eri- 
ori, and may not be just. Supposing a few had at first 
been punished, I believe faction would have been 
crushed; but it might have been said, that it was a 
sanguinary reign. A man cannot tell à priori what 


will be best for Government to do. This reign has 


been very unſortunute. We have had an unsucccss- 
ſul war; but that does not prove that we have been 


i governed. One side or other must prevail in war, 


as one or other must win at play. When we beat 
Louis we were not better governed; nor were the 
French better governed when Louis beat us.“ 

On Saturday; April 12, I visited him, in company 
with Mr. Windham, of Norfolk, whom, though a 
Whig, he highly valued. One of the best things he 
ever said was to this gentleman ; who, before he set 
out for Ireland as Secretary to Lord Northington, 


when Lord Lieutenant, expressed to the Sage some 


modest and virtuous doubts, whether he could bring 
n to ee ens arts WICH it is his. rag 


* re The Turkich Se was un * ene or; 


*ginally in Arabick; from Arabick translated into Italian and 


thence into English. The real authour of the work, which was in 
fact originally written in Italian, was J. 5 NM. erer, 
who died at Paris in 1693. 5 

John Dunton in his Life $ays, that M. William l 
received from Dr. Midgeley forty shillings a sheet for writing part 


of the © Turkish Spy 3” but I do not find that he any where men- 


tions Sault as engaged i in that work. ] 
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a person in that situation has occasion to employ. 


Don't be afraid, Sir, (said Johnson, with a pleasant 


smile,) you will soon make a very pretty rascal .“. 

He talked to day a good deal of the wonderful 
extent and variety of London, ang observed, that men 
of curious enquiry might see in it such modes of life 
as very few. could even imagine. He in particular 
recommended to us o _ Hanke, which we 


resol ved to do. 


Mr. Lowe, the dns who was with W 00 


very much distressed that a large picture which he 


had painted was refused to be received into the Ex- 
hibition of the Royal Academy. Mrs. Thrale knew 
Johnson's character so superficially, as to represent 
him as unwilling to do small acts of benevolence ; 
and mentions, in particular, that he would hardly 
take the trouble to write a letter in favour of hig 
friends. 'The truth, however, is, that he was re- 
markable, in an extraordinary degree, for what she 
denies to him; and, above all, for this very sort 
of kindness, writing letters for those to whom his 
solicitations might be of service. He now gave Mr. 
Lowe the following, of which I was diligent enough, 
with his permission, to take copies at the next coffee- 
house, while Mr. Wintern was 50 good as to stay 
by me. | 
| - TO SIR u JOSHUA REYNOLDS. 
66 SIR, 


% Ma. Lowe nation himgelf as cut off from 


all credit and all hope, by the rejection of his picture 
We accordingly carried our scheme into execution, in October, 


17923 but whether from that uniformity which has in modern 


times, in a great degree, spread through eyery part of the Metro- 


polis, oe oem our yoo (TIEN Cn; YT OS 


vol. iv. 1 
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from the Exhibition. Upon this * be has ex- 
hausted all his powers, arid suspended all his expec- 
tations : and, certainly, to be: refused an opportu- 
nity of taking the opinion of the publick, is in itself 
a very great. eng e It is to be condemned with- 
out a trial. 

If you could procure * revocation of this inca- 
pacitating ediet, you would deliver an unhappy man 
from great affliction. The Council has sometimes 
reversed its own determination; and I hope, that by 
your interposition this luckless un may be got 
admitted. I am, &c, _ 

April 12, 1783. MS Sa. Jonxzox.” 
10 un. BARRY. 

* a... 

n Ms. Love's kiclocibh Gow the it gives 
him more trouble than you and the other gentlemen 
of the Council could imagine or intend. He considers 
disgrace and ruin as the inevitable consequence of 
your determination. 

« He says, that some pictures have been received 
after rejection; and if there be any such precedent, 
I earnestly intreat that you will use your interest in 
bis fayour. Of his work I can say nothing; I pre- 
tend not to judge of painting ; ; and this picture I 
never saw: but I conceive it extremely hard to shut 
out any man from the possibility of success; and 
therefore I repeat my request that you will propose 
the re- consideration of Mr. Lowe's case; and if there 
be any among the Council with whom my name can 
have any weight, be pleased to. communicate to em 
ay desire of, Sir, 4 
| n Tur most vibe" Weit 
© « April 1% 1783.” (n. Jortxs0x,” 


* 
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Such intercession was too powerful to be resisted; 
and Mr. Lowe's performance was admitted at Somer- 
set Place. The subject, as I recollect, was the De- 
luge, at that point of time when the water was verg- 
ing to the top of the last uncovered mountain. Near 

to the spot was seen the last of the antediluvian race, 
exclusive of those who were saved in the ark of Noah. 
This was one of those giants, then the inhabitants 
of the earth, who had still strength to swim, and 
with one of his hands held aloft his infant child. Up- 
on the small remaining dry spot appeared a famished 
lion, ready to spring at the child and devour it. Mr. 
Lowe told me that Johnson said to him, © Sir, your 
picture is noble and probable.” —© A compliment, 
indeed, (said Mr. Lowe, from a man who cannot lie, 
and cannot be mistaken.“ 
About this time he wrote to Mrs. Lucy Porter, 
mentioning his bad health, and that he intended a 
visit to Lichfield. © It is, (says he,) with no great 
expectation of amendment that I make every year a 
journey into the country; but it is pleasant to visit 
those whose kindness has been often experienced.“ 
On April 18, (being Good-Friday,) I found him 
at breakfast, in his usual manner upon that day, 
drinking tea without milk, and eating a eross- bun to 
prevent faintness; we went to St. Clement's church, 
as formerly. When we came home from church, 
he placed himself on one of the stone-seats at his 
garden-door, and I took the other, and thus in the 
open air and. in a placid frame of mind, he talked 
away very easily. Johxsox. Were I a country 
gentleman, I should not be yery bospitable, I should 
not have crowds in my house.“ BoswELL. “ Sir Alex- 
apder Dick 80 me, that he remembers having a 
P 2 
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thouland people in à year to dine at his house: that 


1s, reckoning each person as one, each time that he 


dined there.” Jonxsox. 855 That, Sir, is about three 
2 day.” Bosw zl. How your statement lessens 
the ide „ Jonxsox. © That, Sir is the good of 
counting. It brings every thing to a certainty, 
which beſore floated in the mind indefinitely. Bos 
WELL. * But Onne ignotum pro magnifico est: one 
is Sofry to have this diminished.“ Jonxsow. Sir, 
you should not allow yourself to be delighted with 
errour.“ BoswELL. © Three a day seem but few.” 
Jonxsox. Nay, Sir, be who entertains three a 
day, does very liberally. And if there is a large fami- 


Iy, the poor entertain those three, for they eat what 


the poor would get: there must be superfluous meat; 
it must he given to the poor, or thrown out.“ Bos- 
WELL, © I observe in London, that the poor go about 
and gather bones, which J understand are manufac- 
tured. Jonx$0x. Ves, Sir; they boil them, and 
extract a grease from them for greasing wheels and 


other purposes. Of the best pieces they make a 


mock 1 ivory, Which is used for hafts to Kniyes, and 
various other things ; the coarser pieces they burn 


and pound, and sell the ashes.“ BoswzLTL. © For 


"what purpose, Sir?” Jottxsox. '* Why, Sir, for 
making a furnace for the chymists for melting iron. 

paste made of burnt bones will stand a stronger 
heat than any thing else. Consider, Sir; if you are 
to melt jron, you cannot line your pot with brass, be- 
cause it is softer than iron, and would melt sooner ; 
nor with iron, for though malleable iron is harder 


than cast iron, yet it would not do; but  paste of 


burnt- bones will not melt.“ BoswxLTI. © Do you 
know, Sir, 1 have discovered a mutiufacture to a great 
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extent, of what you only piddle va and 
drying the peel of oranges.* At a place in Newgate» 
street, there is a prodigious quantity prepared, which 
they sell to the distillers.”  Jowysox. © Sir, I believe 

they make a higher thing out oſ them than a spirit; 
they make what is called orange-þutter, the ail of the 
orange inspissated, which they mix perhaps with 
common pomatum, and make it fragrant. The gil 
does not fly off in the drying.” 

Bosw8L1; © I wish to have a good walled ah 
Jonxsox. “ I don't think it would be worth the ex- 
pence to you. We compute in England, a park 
wall at a thousand pounds a mile; now a garden · wall 
must cost at least as much. Lou intend your trees 
should grow higher than a deer will leap. No let 
us see; — ſor a hundred pounds you could only have 
forty-four square yards, which is yery little; for two 
hundred pounds, you may have eighty-four. square 
yards, which is very well. But when will you get 
the value of two hundred pounds of walls, in fruit, in 
your climate ? No, Sir, such coptention with Nature 
is not worth while. I would plant an orchard, and 

| have plenty of such frujt as ripen well in your coun» 
try. My friend, Dr. Madden, of Ireland, said, that, 
in an orchard there should be enough to eat, enough 
to lay up, enough to be stolen, and enough to rot 
upon the ground.” Cherries are an early fruit, you 
may have them; and you may have the early apples 
and pears,” BosWELL. Y We. cannot have nonpa- 


| 1 Jr 6 eget nh by tm morons Anmrecen ie Wks N 
that the reason why Dr. Johnson collected the pecls of queeed 
oranges, may be found, in the 558th Letter in Mrs. Piorzi's Collec. 
tion, r 
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reils.*—Joxwsox: © Sir, you can no more have non- 


pareils than you can have grapes.” BOS WELL. We 


have them, Sir; but they are very bad.“ Jonxsox. 
«Nay, Sir, never try to have a thing merely to shew 
that you cannot have it. From ground that wauld 
let for forty sbillings you may have a large orchard; 

and you ses it costs you only forty shillings. Nay, 
you may graze the ground when the trees are grown 
up; you cannot while they are young.” BoswzlL. 


« Is not a good garden a very common thing in Eng- 
land, Sir?” Joss. Not so common, Sir, as 


you imagine. In Lincolnshire there is hardly an 
orchard ; in Staffordshire very little fruit.” Bos- 
EI. Has Langton no orchard?” JonxsOx. 
«No, Sir.” "Boswerr. © How $0, Sir?” Jonxsox. 
«Why, Sir, from the general - negligence of the 
county, He has it not, because nobody else has it.” 
Bosw xlr. A hot-house is a certain thing; I may 
have that. Jouxsov. © A hot- house js pretty cer- 
tain ; but you must, first build it, then you must 
keep fires in it, and you must have a gardener to take 


* care of it. BoswEIL. „But if I have & gardener at 


5 be: rate? Jonxsoπ. Why, yes.” BoswzLL. 
d have it near my house; there is no need to bave 


it in the orchard:” ' Jonnsox. © Yes, Td have it 


neuf my bouge.—— would plant a great many cur- 


_ rants; the fruit © Jobd, a ws þ —_— a ny 


Wem? ee 1 

I record this minute detail, which some may think 
rifling, in order toshew clearly how this great man, 
whose mind could grasp such large and extensive 
subjects, as he bas shewn in his literary labours, was 
yet well · inſormed . ovary of life, cy 
loved to e en. e 
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Mr. Walker, the celebrated master of elocution, 


came in, and then we went up stairs into the study. 
I asked him if he had taught many clergymen. Jounn- 


sor. I hope not.“ Warkes, I have taught 
only one, and he is the best reader I ever heard, not 
by my teaching, but by his own natural talents.” 


Jonxsow. Were he the best reader in the world, I 


would not have it told that he was taught.“ Here 


was one of his peculiar prejudices. Could it be any 


disadvantage to the clergyman to have it known that 


he was taught an easy and graceſul delivery? Bos- 


WELL. © Will you not allow, Sir, that a man may be 


taught to read well? JouxsoN. © Why, Sir, so far 
as to read better than he might do without being 


taught, yes. Formerly it was supposed that there 


was no difference in reading, but that one read as 
well as another.” BoswRLL. It is wonderful to see 
old Sheridan as enthusiastick about oratory as ever.“ 


WALXER. His enthusiasm as to what oratory will | 


do, may be too great: but he reads well.“ JonxsOx. 
“He reads well, but he reads low; and you know 
it is much easier to read low than to read high; ſor 


when you read high, you are much more limited, 


your loudest note can be but one, and so the variety 
is less in proportion to the loudness. Now some peo- 
ple have occasion to speak to an extensive audience, 


and must speak loud to be heard.” WALKER. N | 


art is to read strong, though low.“ 
Talking of the origin of language _ — « It 


must have come by inspiration. A thousand, nay, 


a million af children could not invent a language. 
While the organs are pliable, there is not understand- 
ing enough to form a language; by the time that - 
there is understanding enough, the organs. are be- 


1 


expensive. Johnson, from his dislike to exaggera- 
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come stiff. We know that after a certain age we 
cannot learn to pronounce a new languhge. No fo- 
reigner, who comes to England when advanced in 
hfe, ever pronounces English tolerably well; at least 
guch instances are very rare, When I maintain that 
language must have come by inspiration, I do not 
Mean that inspiration is required for rhetorick, and 
all the beauties of language; for when once man has 
language, we can conceive that he may gradually 
form modifications of it. I mean only that inspira- 
tion seems to me to be necessary to give man the 
ſaculty of speech; to inform him that he may have 
speech; which I think he could no more find out 
without inspiration, chan cows or hogs would think 
of such a faculty,” WALKER. Do you think, Sir, 
chat there are any perſeot synonimes in any lan- 
guage?” Jorxsos, „Originally there were not; 
but by using words negligently, or in poetry, one 
word comes to be confounded with another.“ 
He talked of Dr. Dodd. A friend of mine, (said 
de,) came to me and told me, that a lady wished to 

have Dr. Dodd's pioture in a bracelet, and asked me 
lor a motto. I mid, I could think of no better than 
Turm Le, I was very willing to have him par- 

doned, that is, to have the sentence changed to 
transportation: but, when he was once banged, I 
did not wish be should be made a saint.“ 

Mrs Burney, wife of his friend Dr. Burney, came 
in, and he seemed to be entertained vil her canver- 
cation. 
Garrick's funeral was ed as n 


tion, would not allow that it was distinguished by 
. Were there not six hor- 


— 
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ses to each coach?” said Mrs, Burney. Jonxsox. 
W IPC ew 1 . as 
pheenixes.” - 
Mrs. thay tele that some very deamiſal 
new buildings should be erected in Moorfields, in s 
shocking a situation as between Bedlam and St. 
Luke's Hospital; and said she could not live there. 
Founsox. © Nay, Madam, you see nothing there to 
hurt you. You no more think of madness by having 
windows that look to Bedlam, than you think of 
death by having windows that look to a church- yard. 
Mas. Bunxxr. We may look to a church-yard, 
Sir; for it is right that we should be kept in mind 
of death.” Jonxsox . Nay, Madam, if you go to 
that, it is right that we should be kept in mind of 
madness, which is occasioned by too much indul- 
gence of imagination. I think a very moral use 
may be made of these new buildings: I would have 
those who have heated imaginations live there, and 
take warning.“ Mus. Buxxxr. But, Sir, many of 
the poor people that are mad, have become 80 from 
disease, or from distressing events. It is, therefore, ; 
not their fault, but their misfortune; and, t 4 | 
to think of them, is a-melancholy consideration 
Time passed on in conversation till it was too late | 
for the service of the church at three O clock. I toak 
a walk, and left him alone for some time; then re- | 
turned, and we had calle aud-conmrenation age hy 


ourselves. 

ne Sie 
* curiove oace for his opinion: He is the most 
inexplicable man to me that I ever knew. Can you 
explain him, Sir? He is, I really believe, noble- 
minded, generons, and princely, But his most inti- 
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mate friends may be separated from him for years, 


without his ever asking a question concerning them. 


He will meet them with a formality, a coldness, a 


ctately indifference; but when they come close to 


him, and fairly engage him in conversation, they find 
him as easy, pleasant, and kind, as they could wish. 


One then supposes that what is so agreeable will soon 


be renewed; but stay away from him for half a year, 
and he will neither call on you, nor send to inquire 
about you.” Jonxso v. Why, Sir, I cannot ascer- 

tain his character exactly, as I do not know him; but 


I 'shouldinot like to have such a man ſor my friend. 


He may love study, and wish not to be interrupted 
by bis friends; Amici fures temporis, He may be a 


frivolous man, and be so much occupied with petty 
Pursuit, that he may not want friends. Or he may 


have a notion that there is a dignity in appearing in- 
different, while e ere ane 


en at his heart than another.“ 


We went to evening en at 8. Clement's 


nnn. 15 nl 


On Sunday, April 20, n r . BY 
tending solemn vervice at St. Paul's, I came to Dr. 
Johnson, and-found Mr. Lowe, the painter, sitting 


with him. Mr. Lowe mentioned the great number 


of new buildings of late in London, yet that Dr. 


Johnson had observed, that the pong of inhabi- 


tants was not increased.  Jonnsor, © Why, Sir, the 


bills of mortality prove that no more people die now 


than formerly; so it is plain no more live. The 


register of births proves nothing, ſo- nat ane tener 
of the people of London are born there.“ BoSW RLX. 
I pelicve, Sir, a great many of the children born 


in London die early,” Jonxso. © Why, yes, Sir.“ 


4 
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BoswzLI. © But those who do live, are as stput and 
strong people as any: Dr. Price says, they must be 
naturally stronger to get through. Jonrso N. That 
is system, Sir. A great traveller observes, that it is 
said there are no weak or deformed people among the | 
Indians; but he with much sagacity assigns the re | 
son of this, which is, that the hardship of their life 
as hunters and fighers, does not allow weak or dis- 
eased children to grow up. Now had I been an In- 
dian, I must have died early; my eyes would not 
have served me to get food. + I indeed now could | 
fish, give me English tackle ; but had I been an 1 
Indian I must have starved, or they would have 
| knocked me on the head, when they saw I could do 
nothing.” BoswRLL. “Perhaps they would have 
taken care of you: we are told they are fond of ora- 
tory, you would have talked to them.” Jonnson. 1 
<« Nay, Sir, I should not have lived long enough to | 


* —— A - 
* Oo —ñ— — « 


be fit to talk; I should have been dead before I 
was ten years old, Depend upon it, Sir, a savage, 
when he is hungry, will not carry about with him a 
looby of nine years old, who cannot help himself. 
They have no- affection, Sir.“ BoswzLI. I be- 
lieve natural affection, of which we hear so much, 
is very small.“ Jouxsox. * Sir, natural affection is 
nothing: but affection from principle and established 
duty, is sometimes wonderfully strong. Lows. 
A hen, Sir, will feed her chickens in preference to 
berself. Jonxsox. But we don't know that the 
hen is hungry; let the hen be fairly hungry, and TI 
warrant she'll peck the corn herself. A cock, I be- 
lieve, will feed hens instead of himself; but we don't 
know that the cock is hungry.“ BoswzLTI. And 
that, Sir, is not from affection but gallantry. But 
4 | 1 
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some of the Indians bave affection,” - Jonxsop. 


« Sir, chat they help some of their children is plain; 


for some of them eee with- 


out. baidg helped.” - 


I dined with him; the company. were, Mrs, Wil- 
liams, Mrs. Desmoulins, and Mr. Lowe. He seemed 
not to be well, talked little, grew drowsy soon after 
dinner, and retired, upon which I wept away. 

. Having next day gone to Mr. Burke's seat in the 
country, from whence I was recalled by an express, 
that a near relation of mine had killed his antagonist 


in a due], and was himself dangerously wounded, I 


e litile of Dr. Johnson till Monday, April 28, 


when I spent a considerable part of the day with him, 
and introduced the subject, which then chiefly oc- 
cupied my mind. Jonxseow. ff do not see, Sir, 
that ſighting is absolutely forbidden in Sorpture; 
I 5ce revenge forbidden, but not pelf-defence.” Bos- 
WELL. * The Quakers say it is; Unto him that 


smiteth thee on one cheek, offer him also the other. 


Jonxs0v. < But: stay, Sir; the text is meant only 
to have the effect of moderating passion ; it is plain 


that we are not to take it in a literal sense. We sce 


this from the context, where there are other recom- 


mendations, which I warrant you the Quaker will not 


take literally; as, for instance, From him that 


would borrow of thee, turn thou not away.* Let a 


man whose credit is bad; come to a Quaker, and gay, 


© Well, Sir, lend me a hundred pounds ' he'll find 


him as unwilling as any other man. No, Sir, a man 


may shoot the man who invades his character, as he 


| may sboot him who attempts to break into his house.. 


4 Lai 1 — 9c ey den gn oli 
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80 in 1745, my friend, Tom Cumming the Quaker, 
said, he would not fight, but he would drive an am- 
munition cart; and we know that the Quakers have 
sent flannel waistcoats to our soldiers, to enable them 
to fight better.“ Boswerr. © When a man is the 
aggressor, and by ill- usage forces on a duel in which 


be is killed, have we not little ground to hope that 


he is gone into a state of happiness?“ Johxsow. 
„Sir, we are not to judge determinately of the state 


in which a man leaves this life. He may in a mo- 


ment have repented effectually, and it is possible may 
have been accepted by Gop. There is in Camden's 
Remains,” an epitaph upon a very wicked man, who 
was Killed by a fall from his bone, in which be is 


supposed to say, eee rug 
Between the stirrup and the ground,.... * | 
« I mercy ask d, I mercy found.” 


Bos wur. © Is not the expression in the Burial-ser- 


ce, in the 5ure and certain hope of a blessed re- 


| that in this or any other convercation of Dr. Johnson, they have his | 


serious and deliberate opinion on the subject of duelling. In ny 


Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, 3 edit, p. 386, it appears that he 
made this frank confession : ©, Nobody at times, talks more laxly 


than T'do ;** and, ibid. p. 231. © He flirly owned be cold not 
expliato'the raclonality*of ducting,” We max, therefore, infer, that 
he could not think that justifiable, which seems 80 inconsisterit 


with the spirit of the Gospel. At the tame time it must be con- 
fessed, that from the prevalent notions of honour, a gentleman who 
receives a challenge is reduced to a dreadful alternative. A remark- 
able instance of this is furnished by a clause in the will of the late 


Colonel Thomm, of the Guards, written the night before he fell in 
a duel, September 3, 1783: „In the fitet place, I commit my soul 
to Almighty Gov, in Hopes of his mercy and pardon for the irreli- 


ious itep'T nom fin-compliance with che umwarrantable customs of 


this wicked world) put myself under the necestity of taking.” 5 
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surrection; too strong to be used indiscriminately, 

and, indeed, sometimes when those over whose bo- 
dies it is said, have been notoriously profane ?” | 
Jonxsox. It is sure and certain hope, Sir; not be- : 
beef.” I did not insist further; but cannot help ; 
Dat Shes that less Pome words would be more * 
per.“ 
eee 5 50 8s to 1 
be incommoded with corpulenoy ; he said, © He cats | 


too much, Sir.“ BoswRLL. I don't know, Sir, you 
4 will see one man fat who eats moderately, and an- 
l other lean who cats a great deal.” Jonxsox.. Nay, 
1 Sir, whatever may be the quantity that a man cats, 
it is plain that if he is too fat, he has eaten more than 


« | he should have done. One man may have a diges- £1 
\Y tion that consumes food better than common; but it * 
y | z certain that solidity is encreased by putting some- | 
FRE thing to it.” BosweLL. .* But may not solids swell 7 
3 and be distended? :JounsoNn. © Yes; Sir, they may 
; | well and be disiended, but that is wot. fhte!, [1 


3 Upon this cbjeztion the Reverend Mr. Ralph Churton, Fellow 
| of Brazennose College Oxford, has favoured me with the following 
1 satisfactory observation. « 'The passage in the Burial- service, does 
I not mean the resurrection of the person interred, but the general 
 resurrection ; it is in sure and certain hope of the resurrection 3 not 

| bis resurrection. Where the deceased is really spoken of, the ex- — 

press ion is very different, as our hope is this our brother doth,” þ 

frest in Christ] a mode of spcech consistent with every thing but ab- 

solute certainty that the person departed doth nat rest in Christ, 

. which no one can be assuted of, without immediate revelation from © I 
. "4 Heaven. In the first of these places also, * eternal life” does not 54 
I necessaxily mean eternity. of bliss, but, merely the eternity of the 
state, whether in happiness or in misery, to engue upon the resur- | 
rection ; which is probably the sense 0 the life everlasting,” in EI 
dw ann e Whey AO" 4 
yer.“ ; a 
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We talked of the accusation against a gentleman 
for supposed delinquencies in India. Jonxsox. 
© What foundation there is for accusation I know 
not, but they will not get at him. Where bad ac- 
tions are committed at so great a distance, a delin- 
quent can obscure the evidence till the scent be- 
comes cold; there is a cloud between, which cannot 
be penetrated : therefore all distant power is bad. 
I am clear that the best plan for the government of 
India is a despotick governour; for if he be a good 


man, it is evidently the best government; and sup- 


posing him to be a bad man, it is better to have one 
plunderer than many. A governour whose power is 
checked, lets others plunder, that he himself may be 
allowed to plunder; but if despotick, he sees that the 
more he lets others plunder, the less there will be 
for himself, so he restrains them ; and though he 


himself plunders, the country is a gainer, contpared FA 


with being plundered by numbers.” 


I mentioned the very liberal payment which had 


hook received for reviewing ; and, as evidence of this, 


| that it had been proved in a trial, that Dr, Shebbeare 


had received six guineas a sheet for that kind of lite- 


rary labour. Ionxsox, * Sir, he might get six gui- | 
neas for a particular sheet, but not comtmunbus sheett- 
bus.” BoswsLu;"* Pray, Sir, by a sheet of review is 


it meant that it shall be all of the writer's own compo- 
sition? or are extracts, made from the book review- 
ed, deducted.” . JoaxsoN.” © No, Sir: it is a sheet, 


no matter of what. BoswRILL. “ I think that it is 


not reasonable.“ Jonmsot. Les, Sir, it is. A 
man will more easily write a sheet all his own, than 


read an octavo volume to get extracts.” To one of - 
Johnson's wonderful fertility of mind, I believe wri- 
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ting was really easier than reading and extracting ; 
but with ordinary men the case is very different. A 
great deal, indeed, will depend upon the care and 
judgement with which the extracts are made. I can 
suppose the operation to be tedious and difficult: 
but in many instances we must observe crude mor- 
sels cut out of books as if at random; and when a 
large extract is made from one place, it surely may 
be done with very little trouble. One, however, I 
must acknowledge, might be led, from the practice 
of reviewers, to suppose that they take a pleasure 1 in. 
original writing; for we often find, that instead of © 
giving an accurate account of what has been done by 
the authour whose work they are reviewing, which 
is surely the proper business of a literary journal, 
they produce some plausible and ingenious conceits 
of their own, we the *. which have been dis- 
cussed. 

Upon being told that old Mr. Sheridan, indig- 
nant at the neglect of his oratorical plans, had 
threatened to go to America;—Jounsov, © I hope 
be will go to America.“ Boswsir, © The Ameri- 
' cans don't want ee nnn But we 


cen want Sheridan.” 


n ee A 2p, 1 Cd blinat howe in-ihe 
ſorenoon, and Mr. Seward with him. Horace hav- 
ing been mentioned Bosw L. L. There is a great 
deal of thinking in his works. One finds there al- 
most every thing but religion.“ SxwWann. © He 
speaks of his returning to it, in his Ode Purcu De- 
orum cultor et infrequens.” | Jonxsox. „Sir, he was 
not in earnest: this was merely poetical.”” Bos- 
WELL, There are, I am afraid, many people who 
have no religion at all. Sxw An. —— 
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people too.” Jonnson. © Why, Sir, not sensible in 
that respect. 'There must be either a natural or a 
moral stupidity, if one lives in a total neglect of 80 
very important a concern.“ SEWARD. „I wonder 
that there should be people without religion.“ Jon x- 
SOV. © Sir, you need not wonder at this, when you 
consider how large a proportion of almost every mans 
life is passed without thinking of it. I myself was 
for some years totally regardless of religion. It had 
dropped out uf my wad It was at an early part of 
my life.  Sick:ess brought it back, and I hope I have 
never lost it since“ Boswer.z, '* My dear Sir, what | 
a man must you have bem without religion | Why 
you must have gone on irinking, and swearing, 

_ and—" JonxsoN. (with a 8nile) © I drank enough 
and swore enough, to be sure.” Stwarr. One 
should think that sickness, and the view of death - | 

would make more men religious.” Jonnson. © Sir, 
they do not know how to go about it: they have not 
the first notion. A man who has never had religion | 
before, no more grows religious when he is sick, than 1 
a man who has never learnt figures can count when | 
he has need of calculation.” 

I mentioned a worthy friend of ours * we Va- 
lued much, but observed that he was too ready to in- 
troduce religious discourse upon all occasions. Jokx- 
50N. ** Why, yes, Sir, he will introduce religious dis- 
course without seeing whether it will end in instruo- 
tion and improvement, or produce some profane jest. 

He would introduce it in the company of Wilkes t 
and twenty more such“. | 

I mentioned Dr. Johnson's excellent distinction 
between liberty of conscience and liberty of teaching. 
Jonxsow. © Congider, * if you have children 
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whom you wish to educate in the principles of the 
Church of England, -and there comes a Quaker who 
tries to pervert them to his principles, you would drive 
away the Quaker. You would not trust to the pre- 
domination of right, which you believe is in your opi- 
nions; you would keep wrang out of their heads. 
Now the vulgar are the children of the State. If any 
one attempts to. teach them doctrines contrary to 
what the State approves, the magistrate may and 
ought to restrain him Srxznn, © Would you 
restrain private conversation, Sir?“ Joi ox. © Why, 
Zir, it is difficult to say where private conversation 
begins, and where it ends. it we three should discuss 
even the great questior concerning the existence of 
a Supreme Being by curselves, we should not be re- 
strained; for the! would be to put an end to all im- 
provement. But if we should discuss it in the pre- 
sence of ten boerding- school girls, and as many boys, 
I think the magistrate would do well to put us in 
the stocks, to finish the debate there.” 

Lord Hailes had sent him a present of a curious 
- little printed poem, on repairing the University of 
Aberdeen, by David Malloch, which he thought would 
Please Johnson, as affording clear evidence that Mal- 
let had appeared even as a literary character by the 
name of Malloch; his changing which to one of 
soſter sound, had given Johnson occasion to intro- 
| chin into his Dictionary, under the article Alias.“ 
I Malloch, as Mr. Bindley observes to me, ** continued to write 


his. name thus, after he came to London. His verses prefixed to the 
zecond edition of 'Thomson's * Winter? are 80 subscribed, and so are 
his Letters written in London, and published a few years ago in © the 
European Magazine but he soon afterwards adopted the alteration 
to Mallet, for he is so called in the list of Subscribers to Savage's 


Miscellanies printed i in 1726: and thenceforward — Mallet, 
a writings, "] Vl 


- 
r ̃⁰ ˙̃⁵⁰ ü .w è , go oo 4 3 * 


TFT A. 0.1783) D. JOHNSON. 2127 
4 This piece was, I. suppose, one of Mallet's first essays. 
| If is preserved in his works, with several variations. 
Johnson having read aloud, from the beginning of it, 
where there were some common- place assertions as 
to the superiority of ancient times; How false 
(said He) is all this, to say that in ancient times learn- 
ing was not a disgrace to a Peer as it is now. In 
. ancient times a Peer was as, ignorant as any one 
else. He would have been angry to have it thought 
he could write his name. Men in ancient times da- 
red to stand forth with a degree of ignorance with 
which nobody would dare now to stand forth. I am 
always angry. when I hear ancient times praised at 
the expence of modern times. There is now a great 
| | deal more learning in the world than there was for-- 
188 merly ; for it is universally diffused. You have, per- 
; | haps, no man who knows as much Greek and Latin 
18 as Bentley; no man who knows as much mathema- 
| ticks as Newton: but you have many more men who 
know Greek and Latin, and whoknow mathematicks.” 
| | On Thursday, May 1, I visited him in the even- 
11 ing along with young Mr. Burke. He said,“ It is 
| | strange that there-should be so little reading in the 
18 world, and so much writing. People in general do 
= not willingly read, if they can have any thing else 
to amuse them. There must be an external im- 
pulse; emulation, or vanity, or avarice. The pro- 
gress which the understanding makes through a 
book, has more pain than pleasure in it. Language 
is scanty, and inadequate to express the nice grada- 
tions and mixtures of our feelings. No man reads a 
book of science from pure inclination. The books 
that we do read with pleasure are light compositions, 
which contain a quick succession of events. Ho w- 
a 2 | 


— 
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ever, I have this year read all Virgil through. I read 
a book of the Æneid every night, so it was done in 
twelve nights, and I bad great delight in it. The 
Georgicks did not give me so much pleasure, except 
the ſourth book. The Eclogues I have almost all by 
heart. I do not think the story of the Æneid inte- 
resting. I like the story of the Odyssey much bet- 
ter; and this not on account of the wonderful things 
which it contains; for there are wonderful things 
enough in the Eneid; —the ships of the Trojans 
turned to sea-nymphs,—the tree at Polydorus's tomb 
dropping blood. The story of the Odyssey is inte- 
resting, as a great part of it is domestick.— It has been 
said, there is pleasure in writing, particularly in wri- 
ting verses. I allow you may have pleasure from 
writing, after it is over, if you have written well; but 
you don't go willingly to it again. I know when I 
have been writing verses, I have run my finger down 
the margin, to wes how many T had: matte, and how 
few had to make.” 
He seemed to be in a very placid humour, and al- 
though I have no note of the particulars of young Mr. 
Burke's conversation, it is but justice to mention in 
general, that it was such that Dr. Johnson said to 


me aſterwards, He did very well indeed; 1 * a 
n ind to tell 05 father.” 


27 TO SIR JOSHUA REYNOLDS. , 


© DEAR SIR, ; 
* Txx-gentleman 15 waits on you with this, is 
Mr. Cruikshanks, who wishes to succeed his friend 
Dr. Hunter as Professor of Anatomy in the Royal 
Academy. His qualifications are very generally 


— Da. JOHNSON. - MW 
known, and it adds dignity to the institution that 
Such menꝰ are candidates. I am, Sir, rad, 1 

Jour most humble servant, | | | | 
% May 2, 1783. SAM. JOHNSON,” | 


J have no minute of any interview with Johnson 
till Thursday, May 15, when I find what follows : 
BoswELL, © I wish much to be in Parliament, Sir.” 
Jonxsox. Why, Sir, unless you come resolved to 
support any administration, you would be the worse 
for being in Parliament, because you would be. 
obliged to live more expensively.”—BosweLL. Per- 
haps, Sir, I should be the less happy for being in Par- E 
liament. I never would sell my vote, and I should 
be vexed if things went wrong.” JonxsON . © That's 
cant, Sir. It would not vex you more in the house, 
than in the gallery : publick affairs vex no man,” . | 
BoswELL. Have not they vexed yourself a little, 
Sir? Have not you been vexed by all the turbulence | 
of this reign, and by that absurd vote of the House 
of Commons, That the influence of the Crown has 
increased, is increasing, and qught to be dimi- 
nished ?” JonxsoN. *© Sir, I have never slept an YE 1 
hour less, nor eat an ounce less meat. I would have | 
knocked the factious dogs on the head, to be 8ure; j 
but Il was not vered. BoswsLL. © I declare, Sir, * 188 
upon my bonour, I did imagine I was vexed, and took  - 2,8 | 1 
a pride in it ; but it was, perhaps, cant ; for I own e 
[I I neither ate less, nor slept less. Jonnson. © My 
1 dear friend, clear your mind of cant. You may al 
as other people do : n n 1 
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am your most humble servant.“ You are no? his most 
humble servant. Lou may say, These are bad 
times; it is a melancholy thing to be reserved to such 
times. You don't mind the times. Lou tell a man, 
I am sorry you had such bad weather che last day of 
your Journey, and were so much wet.” Tou don't 
care $1X-Pence whether he is wet or dry. You may 
tall in this manner; it is a mode of talking in 
— but don't 7hink foolishly.“ 

1 talked of living in the country. Jonxsox. 
“Don't set up for what is called hospitality; it is a 
waste of time, and a waste of money; you are eaten 
up, and not the more respected for your liberality. 
If your house be like an inn, nobody cares for you. 
A man who stays a week with another, makes him 
a slave for a week.” Bosw zl. © But there are 
people, Sir, who make their houses a home to their 
guests, and are themselves quite easy.” Jonxsox. 

** Then, Sir, home must be the same to the guests, 
and they need not come. ? 

Here he discovered a notion common enough in 
persons not much accustomed to entertain company, 
that there must be a degree of elaborate attention, 

1 otherwise company will think themselves neglected; 
and such attention is no doubt very fatiguing. He 
proceeded: © I would not, however, be a stranger in 
5 my own country; I would visit my neighbours, and 
= receive their visits; but I would not be in haste to 
return visits, If hy gentleman comes to see me, I 
tell him he does me a great deal of honour. I do 
not go to see him perhaps for ten weeks; then we 
are very. complaisant to each other. No, Sir, you 
- will have much more influence by giving or lending 

money where it is wanted, than by hospitality.“ 

- 2 
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On Saturday, May 17, I saw him for a short time. 
Having mentioned that I had that 'morning been 
with old Mr. Sheridan, he remembered their former 
intimacy with a cordial warmth, and said to me, 


Tell Mr. Sheridan, I shall be glad to sce him, and 


shake hands with him.” BoswEkLL. © It is to me 
very wonderful that resentment should be kept up s0 


long. 


Jonxsox. © Why, Sir, it is not altogether 


resentment that he does not visit me; it is partly 
falling out of the habit, — partly disgust, as one has at 
a drug that has made him sick. Besides, he knows 


that I laugh at his oratory.” 


\ 


Another day I spoke of one of our friends, of 


whom he, as well as I, had a very high opinion. 
expatiated in his praise; but added, 


He 


Sir, he is a 


cursed Whig, a bottomless Whig, as * all are 


now.“ 


I mentioned my expectations from the interest of 
an eminent person then in power; adding, © but I 
have no claim but the claim of friendship; however, 
some people will go a great way from that motive.” 


Jonxsox. Sir, they will go all the way from that 
motive,” A gentleman talked of retiring, 


Never 


think of that,” said Johnson. The gentleman urged, 
JoansoNn. * Nor no 


© I should then do no ill.” 


good either. Sir, it would be a civil suicide. 
On Monday, May 26, I found him at tea, and the 


celebrated Miss Burney, the authour of © Evelina 
and “ Cecilia,” with him. I asked if there ads 
be any speakers in Parliament, if there were no places 


to be obtained. Jonansox. 


« Yes, Sir. 


Why do 
you speak here? Either to instruct and entertain, 
which is a benevolent motive; or for distinction, 
which is a selfish motive.” I mentioned © Cecilia,” 
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Jonxsox. (with an air of animated satisfaction) “ Sir, 
if you talk of Cecilia, talk on.“ 

We talked of Mr. Barry's exhibition of his pic- 
tures. Jonunson. © Whatever the hand may have 
done, the mind has done its part. There is a grasp 
of mind there which you find no where else.“ 

I asked whether a man naturally virtuous, or one 
who has overcome wicked inclinations is the best. 
Jonxsox. © Sir, to you, the man who has overcome 
wicked inclinations is not the best. He has more 
merit to himself, I would rather trust my money to a 
man who has no hands, and 80 a physical impossibi- 
lity to steal, than to a man of the most honest princi- 
ples. There is a witty satirical story of Foote, He 

had a small bust of Garrick placed upon his bureau. 
* You may be surprized (said he) that I allow him to 
be so near my gold ;—but you will observe he has no 
hands.” | 

On Friday, May 29, being to set out for Scotland 
next morning, I passed a part of the day with him in 
more than usual earnestness; as his health was in a 
more precarious state than at any time when I had 
parted from him. He, however, was quick and 
lively, and critical as usual. I mentioned one who 
was a very learned man. Jonxsox. © Yes, Sir, he 
has a great deal of learning; but it never lies straight. 
There is never one idea by the side of another; tis 
all entangled: and then he drives it 50 aukwardly 
upon conversation.“ 

I stated to him an anxious thought, by which a 
sincere Christian might be disturbed, even when con- 


11 Mr, Barry's printed analysis, ot desctiption of these pic. 
res, he speaks of Johnson's character in the highest terms. 
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scious of having lived a good life, so far as is consist- 


ent with human infirmity; he might fear that he 


should afterwards fall away, and be guilty of such 
crimes as would render all his former religion vain. 
Could there be, upon this aweful subject, such a 
thing as balancing of accounts ? Suppose a man who 
has led a good life for seven years, commits an act of 
wickedness, and instansly dies; will his former good 
life have any effect in his favour ? Jonxsox. © Sir, 
if a man has led a good life for seven years, and then 
is hurried by passion to do what is wrong, and is sud- 
denly carried off, depend upon it he will have the re- 
ward of his seven years good life ; Gop will not 
take a catch of him, Upon this principle Richard 
Baxter believes that a Suicide may be saved. If 
(says hey it should be objected that what I maintain 
may encourage Suicide, I answer, I am not to tell a 
lie to prevent it.” BoswELL. * But does not the 
text say, As the tree falls, so it must lie?” Jonx- 
sow. “ Yes, Sir; as the tree falls: but, -(aſter a 


little pause) — that is meant as to the general state of 


the tree, not what is the effect of a suddeu blast.“ 


In short, he interpreted the expression as referring to 
condition, not to position. The common notion, 
therefore, seems to be erroneous ; and Shenstone's 


witty remark on Divines trying to give the tree a jerk 


upon a death-bed, to make it lie favourably, i is not 


well founded. 


| thing saved at the end of the *. Tet your imports 


I axked him what works of Richard Baxter's 1 


should read. He aid « Read any of them ; they 


are all good.” 
He said, „Get as much force of mind as you 


can. Live within your income. Always have some- 
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be more than your ee and nn never go far 
wrong.” 

1 ew him, od in ts extensive and various 
range of his acquaintance there never had been any 
one who had a more sincere respect and affection for 
him than I had. He said © I believe it, Sir. Were 
I in distress, there is no man to whom I should sooner 
come than to you. I should like to come and have 
a cottage in your park, toddle about, live mostly on 
milk, and be taken care of by Mrs; Boswell. She 
and I are good friends now; are we not?“ 

Talking of devotion, he said, Though it be true 
that * Gop dwelleth not in temples made with 
hands,” yet in this state of being, our minds are more 
piously affected in places appropriated to divine wor- 
ship, than in others. Some people have a particular 


room in their house, where they say their prayers; of 


which I do not disapprove, as it may animate their 
devotion.” 

He embraced me, and gaye. me. his blexing, as 
usual when I was leaving him for any length of time. 
I walked from his door to-day, with a fearful appre- 
hension of what might happen before I returned, 


C29 THE RIGHT HONOURABLE WILLIAM WINDHAM. 


cc sin, 

« Tus bringer of this letter is the father of 

Miss Philips,“ a singer, who comes to iry her voice 
on the stage at Dublin. 

« Mr. Philips 1 is one of my old b and as I 
am of opinion that neither he nor his daughter will 
do any thing that can disgrace their benefactors, I 
take the. liberty of entreating you to countenance 


No the celebrate® Mrs Crouch, 
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and protect them so far as may be suitable to your 
stations and character; and shall consider myself as 
obliged by any favourable notice which they shall 
have the honour of receiving from you. 
| “ I am, Sir, 
“ Your most humble servant, 
« London, May 31, 1783. « Sam. Jouxson." 


The following is another instance of his active 
benevolence : 


* TO sin JOSHUA REYNOLDS. 


c DEAR SIR, 

« I nav sent you some of my god-son's* per- 
formances, of which I do not pretend to form any 
opinion. When I took the liberty of mentioning 
him, to you, I do not know what I have since been 
told, that Mr. Moser had admitted him among the 
Students of the Academy. What more can be done 
for him I earnestly entreat you to consider ; for I am 
very desirous that he should derive some advantage 


from my connection with him. If you are inclined 


to see him, I will bring him to wait on you, at any 
time that you sball be pleased to appoint. 
J am, Sir, 
_ * Your most humble servant, 
do ** 2, 1783. *© SAM. JOHNSON,” 


My: anxious apprehensions at parting with him 


this year, yu to be but too well founded ; for 


; | Son of Mr. Samuel Paterson. . 
9 Mr, Windham was at this time in Dublin, —— 


Earl of Northingron, then Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 
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not long afterwards he had a dreadful stroke of the 
palsy, of which there are very full and accurate ac- 
counts in letters written by himself, to shew with 
what composure of mind, and resignation to the 
Divine Will, his steady piety enabled him to behave. 


% TO MR. EDMUND ALLEN, 


„ HBAR SIR, 

&* TT has pleased Gop, this morning, to de- 
prive me of the powers of speech; and as I do not 
know but that it may be his further good pleasure to 
deprive me soon of my senses, I request you will on 
the receipt of this note, come to me, and act for me, 
as the exigencies of my case may require. 

„J am, 
* Sincerely yours, 
* June 17, 1783. „ Sam. Jonxsox.“ 


* 


Cc 10 THE REVEREND DR. JOHN TAYLOR, 


* DEAR $IR, 

« Ir has pleased Gop, by a paralytick stroke 
in the night, to deprive me of speech. 

« I am very desirous of Dr. Heberden's assistance, 
as I think my case is not past remedy. Let me see 
you as soon as it is possible. Bring Dr. Heberden 

Vuith you, if you can; but come yourself at all events. 
| 4 I am glad you are so well, when I am so dreadfully 
| attacked. 

« I think that by a speedy 3 of stimu- 
lants much may be done. I question if a vomit, 
Vigorous and rough, would not rouse the organs of 
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speech. to action. As it is too early to send, I will 

try to recollect what I can, that can be suspected to 
have brought on this dreadful distress. 

« I have been accustomed to bleed frequently for 
an asthmatick complaint ; but have forborne for 
some time by Dr. Pepys's persuasion, who perceived 
my legs beginning to swell. I sometimes alleviate a a 
painful, or more properly an oppressive, constriction 
of my chest, by opiates ; and have lately taken opium 
frequently, but the last, or two last times, in smaller 
quantities. My largest dose is three grains, and last 
night I took but two. You will suggest these 
things (and they are all that I can call to mind) to 
Dr. Heberden. 

« I am, &c. 
4 June 17, os | % SAM. Jonxsox.“ 


Two days after he wrote thus to Mrs. Thrale:“ 

« On Monday, the 16th, I sat for my picture, 
and walked a considerable way with little inconve- 
nience. In the afternoon and evening I felt myself 
light and easy, and began to plan schemes of life. 
Thus I went to bed, and in a short time waked and 
sat up, 'as has been long my custom, when I felt a 
confusion and indistinctness in my head, which 
lasted, I suppose, about half a minute. I was 
alarmed, and prayed Gop, that however he might 
afflict my body, he would spare my understanding. 
This prayer, that I might try the integrity of my 
faculties, I made in Latin verse. The lines were 
not. yery good, but I knew them not to be very 
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good : I made them easily, and concluded myself 
to be unimpaired in my facultics. 

« Soon after I perceived that I had suffered a pa- 
ralytick stroke, and that my speech was taken from 
me. I had no pain, and so little dejection in this 
dreadful state, that I wondered at my own apathy, 
and considered that perhaps death itself, when it 
should come, would excite less horrour than seems 
now to attend it. 
© © In order to rouse the vocal organs, I took two 
drams. Wine has been celebrated for the production 
of eloquence. I put myself into violent motion, 
and I think repeated it ; but all was vain. I then 
went to bed, and strange as it may seem, I think 
slept. When Law light, it was time to contrive 
what I should do. Though Gon stopped my speech, 
he left me my hand ; I enjoyed a mercy which was not 
granted to my dear friend Lawrence, who now per- 
haps overlooks me as I am writing, and rejoices that 
I bave what he wanted. My first note was neces- 

sarily to my servant, who came in talking, and could 
not immediately comprehend why he should read 
what I put into his hands. 

then wrote a card to Mr. Allen, that I might 
have a discreet friend at hand, to act as occasion 
should require. In penning this note, I had some 
difficulty; my hand, I knew not how nor why, made 
wrong letters. I then wrote to Dr. Taylor to come 
to-me, and bring Dr. Heberden ; and I sent to Dr. 
Brocklesby, who is my neighbour. My physicians 
are very friendly, and give me great hopes ; but you 
may imagine my situation. I have so far recovered 
my vocal powers, as to repeat the Lord's Prayer with 
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no very imperfect articulation.” My memory, I hope, 
yet remains as it was ; but such an attack produces 
solicitude for the safety of every faculty.” 


© TO MR. THOMAS DAVIES. 


© DEAR SIR, 


«© I Have had, laden. a very heavy blow ; but : 
Gop, who yet spares my life, I humbly hope will : 
spare my understanding, and restore my speech. As 
Jam not at all helpless, I want no particular assist- 
ance, but am strongly affected by Mrs. Davies's 
tenderness; and when I think she can do me good, 
shall be very glad to call upon her. I had ordered 
friends to be shut out; but one or two have found 
the way in ; and if you come you shall be admitted: 
for I know not whom I can see, that will bring more 
amusement on his tongue, or more kindness in his 
Heart. I am, &c. es 5 

Os 18, 1783. © SAM. JOHNSON.” 


It gives me 58 pleasure to preserve such a me- 

morial of Johnson's regard for Mr. Davies, to whom 

I was indebted for my introduction to him.“ He 

indeed loved Davies cordially, of which I shall give 
the following little evidence. One day when he 

had treated him with too much asperity, Tom, who 
Was not without pride and spirit, went off in a pas *: I 
sion; but he had hardly reached home, when Frank, | 
who had been sent after him, delivered this note: . 1 


3 Poor Derrick, however, though he did not himself introduce me | 
to Dr. Johnson as he promised, had the merit of lutroducing me | 
to Davies, the immediate introductor, 
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— Come, come, dear Davies, I am always sorry 
when we quarrel ; send me word that we are friends,” 


ce To JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ.. 

© DEAN SIR, 

Nou anxiety about my health is very friendly, 
and very agreeable with your general kindness, I 
have, indeed, had a. very frightful blow. On the 
17th of last month, about three in the morning, as 
near as I can guess, I perceived myself almost to- 
tally deprived of speech. I had no pain. My or- 
gans were so obstructed, that I could say no, but 
could scarcely say yes. I wrote the necessary direc- 
tions, for it pleased Gon to spare my hand, and sent 
ſor Dr. Heberden and Dr. Brocklesby. Between 
the time in which I discovered my own disorder, and 
that in which I sent for the doctors, I had, I be- 
lieve, in spite of my surprize and solicitude, a little 
sleep, and Nature began to renew its operations. 
They came, and gave the directions which the dis- 
ease required, and from that time I have been con- 
tinually improving in articulation. I can now speak, 
but the nerves are weak, and J cannot continue dis- 
course long ; but strength, I hope, will return. The 
physicians consider me as cured. I was last Sunday 
at church. On Tuesday I took an airing ta Hamp- 
Stead, and dined with THE cLus, where Lord Pal- 
. merston was proposed, and, against my opinion, was 
rejected.“ I designed to go next week with Mr. 
Langton to Rochester, where I purpose to stay about 


4 His Lordship was son after chosen, and is now a member of 
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ten days, and then try some other air, I have many 
kind invitations. Your brother has very frequently | 
enquired after me. Most. of my friends have, in- x 


gay and prosperous, and your lady, in particular, 


deed, been very attentive, Thank __ Lord Hailes | 
= for his present. | | 
b « I hope you found at your return every thing | 
| quite recovered and confirmed. Pay her my respects. | 
| I am, dear vir, 
} * Your most bumble servant, 
5 « London, July 3, 1783. Sa. e | 


* ro MRS. LUCY ronrzx, IN LICHPIBLD, 


© DBAR MADAM, - | 8 1 
„Tux account which you give of your health - 18 

is but melancholy. May it please Gon to restore 1 
you. My disease affected my speech, and still con- «4 
tinues, in some degree, to obstruct my utterance 5 my 1 
voice is distinct enough for a while ; but the organs 1 
being still weak are quickly weary : but in other | 
respects I am, I think, rather better than I have 1 
lately been; and can let you know my state without 1 
the help of any other hand. 1 
In the opinion of my friends, and in my own, i 

I am gradually mending. The pbysicians consider 1 
me as cured ; and I had leave, four days ago, tio | 
wash the cantharides from my head. Lau Tumday 1 


I dined at Taz CLUB, 

«Iam going next week into Kent, and purpose 
to change the air frequently this summer; whether 
I shall wander so far as Staffordshire I cannot tell. 

I should be glad to come. n to 
| YoL. v. R 


1 
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Mrs. Cobb, and Mr. n and all that have shewn 


attention to me. 

« Let us, my dear, pray for one another, and con- 
sider our sufferings as notices mercitully given us to 
prepare ourselves for another state. 

* I live now but in a melancholy way. My old 
friend Mr. Levett is dead, who lived with me in the 
house, and was useful and companionable ; Mrs. 
Desmoulins is gone away; and Mrs. Williams is s0 
much decayed, that she can add little to another's 

gratifications. The world passes away, and we are 

passing with it; but there is, doubtless, another 
world, which will endure for ever. Let us all fit 
ourselves for it. I am, &c. 


London, July 5, 1783. «© SAM. W 5 


- Suck was the ebe vigour of his constitution, 
that he recovered from this alarming and severe at- 
"rack with wonderful quickness; so that in July he 
was able to make a visit to Mr. Langton at Ro- 
chester, where he passed about a fortnight, and made 
little excursions as easily as at any time of his life. 
In August he went as far as the neighbourhood of 
Salisbury, to Heale, the seat of William Bowles, Esq. 
a gentleman whom I have heard him praise for ex- 
emplary religious order in his family. In his diary I 
find a short but honourable mention of this visit. — 
August 28, I came to Heale without fatigue. 30. 
I am entertained quite to my mind.” 
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7 TO DR. BROCKLESBY, 


© DEAR SIR, c Heale, near Salisbury, Aug. 29, 1783. 

© Wirnour appearing to want a just sense of 
your kind attention, I cannot omit to give an ac- 
count of the day which seemed to appear in some 
sort perilous. I rose at five and went out at six, and 


having reached Salisbury about nine, went forward a 


few miles in my friend's chariot. I was no more 
wearied with the journey, though it was a high- 
hung, rough coach, than I should have been forty 
years ago. We shall now see what air will do. The 
country is all a plain; and the house in which I am, 


80 far as I can judge from my window, for I write be- 


fore J have left my chamber, is sufficiently pleasant. 


« Be so kind as to continue your attention to 


Mrs. Williams; it is great consolation to the well, 
and still greater to the sick, that they find them- 
selves not neglected ; and I know that you will be 
desirous of givin g comfort even where you have no 
great hope of giving help. 

ec Since I wrote the former part of the letter 1 
find that by the course of the post I cannot send it 
before the thirty- first. I am, &c. 

2 | | “ SAM. JOHNSON.” 


While he was here he had a letter from Dr. 
Brocklesby, acquainting him of the death of Mrs. 
Williams, which affected him a good deal. Though 


for several years her temper had not. been compla- 


cent, she had valuable qualities, and her departure 
left a blank in his house. Upon this occasion be, 
| R 2 . 


o 20 o 
8 
of... 


- 
— NT On LL Inns TG N NR NEST 


6 — Cy————ͤ —— 


* THE LIFE OF [Erar, 74, 


RY to his habitual course of piety, composed 
à prayer. i 

I shall hee insert a few particulars concerning 
him, with which I have been favoured by one of his 
friends, 


«© He had once conceived the design of writing 
the Life of Oliver Cromwell, saying, that he thought 
it must be highly curious to trace his extraordinary 
rise to the eupreme power, from so obscure a begin- 
ning. He at length laid aside his scheme, on dis- 


covering that all that can be told of him is already 
in print; and that it is impracticable to procure any 


authentick information in addition to what the world 


is already possessed of. 


« He had likewise projected, but at what part of 
his life is not known, a work to shew how small a 
quantity of REAL FICTION there is in the world; and 
that the same images, with very little variation, have 
served all the authors who have ever written.” 

« His thoughts in the latter part of his life were 
frequently employed on his deceased friends. He 


often muttered these, or such like sentences: Poor 


man! and then he died.“ 
« Speaking of a certain literary fiend, © He is a 
very pompous puzzling fellow, (said he); he lent 


5 Prayets and Meditations, p. 226. | 

6 Mr, Malone observes, “ This, however, was certainly a mis- 
rake, as appears from the Memoirs published by Mr, Noble. Had 
Johason been furnished with the materials which the industry of 
that gentleman has procured, and with others which, it is believed, 
are yet preserved in-manuscript, he would, without doubt, have 
produced a most valuable and curious history of Cromwell's life.“ 
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me a letter once that somebody bad written to him, 
no matter what it was about; but he wanted to 
bave the letter back, and expressed a mighty value 
for it; he hoped it was to be met with again, he 
would not lose it for a thousand pounds. I layed 
my hand upon it soon aſterwards, and gave it him. 
I believe I said, I was very glad to have met with 
it. O, then he did not know that it sigmhed any 
thing. So you see, when the letter was lost it was 
worth a thousand pounds, and when it was found it 
was not worth a farthing.” | 

The style and character of his conversation is 
pretty generally known ; it was certainly conducted 
in conformity with a precept of Lord Bacon, but it 
is not clear, I apprehend, that this conformity was 
either perceived or intended by Johnson. The pre- 
cept alluded to is as follows : In all kinds of speech, 
either pleasant, grave, severe, or ordinary, it is con- 
venient to speak leisurely, and rather drawingly than 
hastily: because hasty speech confounds the me- 
mory, and oftentimes, besides the unseemliness, drives 
a man either to stammering, a non-plus, or harping 
on that which should follow; whereas a slow speech 
confirmeth the memory, addeth a conceit of wisdom 
to the hearers, besides a seemliness of speceh and 
countenance.” Dr. Johnson's method of conversa- 


tiqg was certainly calculated to excite attention, and 


to amuse and instruct, (as it happened,) without 
wearying or confusing his company. He was always 
most perfectly clear and perspicuous ; and his lan- 
guage was so accurate, and his sentences so neatly 
constructed, that his conversation might have been 
all printed without any correction. At the same 
time, it was easy and natural; the accuracy of it 
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had no appearance of labour, constraint, or stiffness ; 
he seemed more correct than others, by the force of 
habit, and the customary exercises + of his powerful 
mind.“ 

« He spoke often in praise of French literature. 
© The French are excellent in this, (he would say,) 
they have a book on every subject.. From what he 
had seen of them he denied them the praise of su- 
perior politeness, and mentioned, with very visible 

disgust, the custom they have of spitting on the 
floors of their apartments. This, (said · the Doctor) 
is as gross a thing as can well be done; and one 
wonders how any man, or set of men, can persist in 
80 offensive a practice for a whole day together; one 
should expect that the first effort towards civilization 
would remove it even among savages.” 

«© Baxter's Reasons of the Christian religion,” he 
thought contained the best collection of the evi- 
dences of the divinity of the Christian system.“ 

« Chymistry was always an interesting pursuit 
with Dr. Johnson. Whilst he was in Wiltshire, he 
attended some experiments that were made by a 
physician at Salisbury, on the new kinds of air. In 
the course of the experiments frequent mention being 
made of Dr. Priestley, Dr. Johnson knit bis brows, 
and in a stern manner enquired, Why do we hear 


80 much of Dr. Priestley d He was very properly 


b 
Dr. Priestley was mentioned; for I know no writer who has been 
suffered to publish more pernicious doctrines, I shall instance only 
three. First, Materialism ; by which mind is denied to human na- 
ture; which, if believed, must deprive us of every elevated prin. 
ciple. Secondly, Necenity; or the doctrine” that every action, 
whether good or bad, is included in an unchangeable and unavoid- 


1 
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answered, Sir, because we are indebted to him for 


these important discoveries. On this Dr. Johnson 
appeared well content; and replied, Well, well, 


believe we are; and let every man have the honour 
he has ne : 409%) Le 1d . 


able . 9 notion =— whv ersive of ** government,” . 
Thirdly, that we have no reason to think that the future world, 


(which, as he is pleased to inform us, will be adapted to our merely 
improved nature,) will be materially different from hit; which, if 
believed, would sink wretched mortals into despair, as- they could. 
no, longer hope for the: ** rest,, that remaineth for the people of 

| Gov,” or for that happiness which i is revealed to us as something 


beyond our present conceptions ; ; but would feel themselves doomed: - 


to a continuation of the uneasy state under which they now groan, 
1 say nothing of the petulant intemperance with which he dares to 
 Insult the venerable establishments of his country. _ 

As a specimen of his writings, I shall quote the following pas- 
sage, which appears to me equally absurd and impious, and which 
might have been retorted upon him by the men who were prosecuted 
for burning his house. I cannot, (says he,) as a nccemarian, 
[meaning necettitarian,] hate any man; because I consider him as 
being, in all respects, just what Gop has made bim to be; and also 
as doing with reipect to me, nothing but what he was exyre derigned 
and appointed to do; Gop being the only cane, and men nothing 


more than the intrumenti in his hands to execute all his —_— 


Illustrations of Philosophical Necessity, p. 111. 

The Reverend Dr. Parr, in a late tract, appears to suppose that 
Dr. John not only endured, but almost zolicited, an interview wit 
Dr..Priestley. In justice to Dr. Johnson, I declare my firm belief 
that he never did. My illustrious friend was particularly resolute 
in not giving countenance to men hose writings he considered as 
pernicious to society. I was present at Oxford when. Dr. Price, 
even before he had rendered himself so generally obnoxious by his 
zeal for the French Revolution, came into a. company where 
Johnson was, who instantly left the room. Much more would he 
have reprobated Dr. Priestley. 


+ Whoever wishes to see a perfect delineation Kl Jack 


of all Trades, may find it in an ingen ous tract, entitled, “A SAL. 
Wænolz-Lzworn or Ds. rar Rong for bn er in 
St. Paul's CONTIN " | 1 
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A friend was one day, about two years before 
his death, struck with some instance of Dr. John- 
son's great candour. Well, Sir, (said he,) I will 
always say that you are a very candid man. — Will 
you, (replied the Doctor,) I doubt then you will be 
very singular. But, indeed, Sir, (continued he,) 1 
look upon myself to be a man very much misunder- 
stood. I am not an uncandid, nor am I a severe - 
man, I sometimes say more than I mean, in jest; 
and people are apt to believe me serious: however, 
T am more candid than I was when I was younger. 
As I know more of mankind I expect less of them, 
and am ready now to call a man à good man, upon 
easier terms than I was formerly.” | 


On his return from Heale he wrote to Dr. Bur- 
ney.—* I came home on the 18th at noon to a very 
disconsolate house. You and I have lost our friends ; 
but you have more friends at home. My domes- 
tick companion is taken from me. She is much 
missed, for her acquisitions were many, and her 
curiosity universal; so that she partook of every 
conversation. I am not well enough to go much 
- but; and to sit, and eat, or fast alone, is very wea- 
risome. I always mean to send ou compliments to 
all the ladies. 
is fortitude and patience id eee trials 

during this year. The stroke of the palsy has been 
related circumstantially ; but he was also afflicted 
with the gout, and was besides troubled with a com- 
plaint which not only was attended with immediate 


inconvenience, but threatened him with a chirurgical 


operation, from which most men would shrink. The 
complaint was a gurcocele, which Johnson bore with 


tg! De. JOHNSON. _ 
uncommon firmness, and was not at all frightened 


while he looked forward to amputation, He was at- 


tended by Mr. Pott and Mr. Cruikshank. T have 
before me a letter of the 30th of July this year, to Mr. 
Cruikshank, in which he says, I am going to pet 
myself into your hands;” and another, 


nying a set of his Lives of the Poets,” in which 
| he says, “I beg your acceptance of these volumes, 


as an acknowledgement of the great favours which 


you have bestowed on, Sir, your most obliged and - 


most humble servant.”,. I have in my possession se- 
veral more letters from him to Mr. Craikshank, and 
also to Dr. Mudge at Plymonth, which it would be 
improper to insert, as they are filled with unpleasing 
technical details, I shall, however, extract from his 
letters to Dr. Madge such passages as shew either a 


felicity of — or the undaunted state of his 
mind. 


« My conviction of your skill, and my velier of 


your friendship, determine me to intreat your opinion 
and advice.“ In this state I with great earnest- 


ness desire you to tell me what is to be done. Ex- 


cision is doubtless necessary to the cure, and I know 
not any means of palliation. The operation is doubt- 
less painful; but is it dangerous? The pain I hope 


to endure with me: but I am loth to put liſe 


into much hazard. By representing the gout as 


an antagonist to the palsy, you have said enough 


to make it welcome. This is not strietly the first fit, 
but 1 hope it is as good as the first; for it is the 
second that ever confined me; and the first was ten 


pyears ago, much less fierce and firy than this. 


* Write, dear Sir, what you can to inform or en- 
courage me. The operation is not delayed by any 
fears or objections of mine.“ 


— —— —— , 
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« TO BENNETT LAXGTON, ESQ, 


4 DE An. ein, 

Lou may very reasonably charge me with in- 
sensibility of your kindness, and that of Lady Rothes, 
Since I have suffered so much time to pass without 
paying any acknowledgement. I now, at last, return 
my thanks; and why I did it not sooner I ought to 
tell you. I went into Wiltshire as soon as I well 
could, and was there much employed in palliating 
my own malady. Disease produces much selfish- 
ness. A man in pain is looking aſter ease; and 
lets most other things go as chance shall dispose of 
them. In the mean time I have lost a companion,“ 
to whom I have had recourse for domestick amuse- 
ment for thirty years, and whose variety of know- 
ledge never was exhausted; and now return to a 
habitation vacant and desolate. I carry about a very 
troublesome and dangerous complaint, which admits 
no cure but by the chirurgical knife. Let me * 
your prayers. I am, &c. 


— Sept. 29, 1983 0 . Jounzox.” 


„oni the complaint abated nner his being 
put to the torture of amputation. But we must 
surely admire the manly resolution which he - | 
vered while it hung over him. | 
In a letter to the same gentleman he writes; oy „The 
gout has within these four days come upon me with 
a violence which I never experienced before. It 
made me nw as an infant.” — And in another, 


un Anna ven. 
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having mentioned Mrs, Williams, he says, “ whose 


death following that of Levett, has now made my. - 


house a solitude. She left her little substance to a 
charity-schooL She is, I hope, where there is nei- 
ther darkness, nor want, nor sorrow.“ 

I wrote to him, begging to know the state of his 
health, and mentioned that“ Baxter's Anacreon, 
which is in the library at Auchinleck, was, I find, 
collated by my father in 1727, with the MS. be- 
longing to the University of Leyden, and he has 
made a number of Notes upon it. Would you ad- 
vise me to publish a new edition of it?“ 

His answer was dated September 30.—“ You 


should not make your letters such rarities, when you 


know, or might know, the uniform state of my health. 


It is very long since I heard from you; and that T 
have not answered is a very insufficient reason for the 


silence of a friend, —Your Anacreon is a very un- 


common book ; neither London nor Cambridge can 
supply a copy of that edition. Whether it should be 


reprinted, you cannot do better than consult Lord 


Hailes.— Besides my constant and radical disease, I 
have been for these ten days much harrassed with the 
gout ; but that has now remitted. I hope Gop will 


yet grant me a little longer life, and make me less 


unfit to appear before him.” 

He this autumn received a visit from the cele- 
sel N, Sidon © He gives this account of it in 
one of his letters to Mrs. Thrale: “ Mrs. Siddons, 
in her visit to me, behaved with great modesty and 
propriety, and left nothing behind her to be censured 
or despised. Neither praise nor money, the two 


powerful corrupters of mankind, seem to have de- 4 8 
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praved her. I shall be glad to see her again. Her 
brother Kemble calls on me, and pleases me very 
well. Mrs, Siddons and I talked of plays; and she 
told me her intention of exhibiting this winter the 
characters of Constance, Catharine, and Isabella, in 
Shakspeare.“ 

Mr. Kemble has favoured me with the following 
minute of what passed at this visit. 

When Mrs. Siddons came into the room, chere 
happened to be no chair ready ſor her, which he ob- 
serving, said with a smile, Madam, you who so often 
occasion a want of seats to other people, will the 
more easily excuse the want of one yourself. 

„ Having placed himself by her, he with great 
good humour entered upon a consideration of the 
English drama; and, among other inquiries, parti- 
cularly asked her which of Shakspeare's characters 
she was most pleased with. Upon her answering 
that she thought the character of Queen Catharine, 
in Henry the Eighth, the most natural: — I think so 
too, Madam, (said he ;) and whenever you perform it, 
I will once more bobble out to the theatre myself. 
Mrs. Siddons promised she would do herself the ho- 
nour of acting his favourite part ſor him; but many 
circumstances happened to prevent the representa- 
tion of King Henry the W during the Doctor's 

life. 

In the course of the evening he thus gave bis 
opinion upon the merits of some of the principal per- 
ſormers whom be remembered to have seen upon the 
stage. Mrs. Porter, in the vehemence of rage, and 
Mrs. Clive in the sprightliness of humour, I have 
never seen equalled, What Clive did best, she did 


- . 
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better than Garrick ; but could not do half so many 
things well ; she was a better romp than any I ever 


saw in nature. Pritchard, in common life was a vul- 


gar ideot ; she would talk of her gownd : but, when 


she appeared upon the stage, seemed to be inspired 
by gentility and understanding. I once talked with 


Colley Cibber, and thought him ignorant of the prin- 


ciples of his art, Garrick, Madam, was no declaimer: 
there was not one of his own scene-$hiſters who 
could not have spoken To be, or not to be, better than 


he did; yet he was the only actor I ever saw, whom 


I could call a master both in tragedy and comedy ; 
though I liked him best in comedy. A true con- 


 ception of character, and natural expression of it, 


were his distinguished excellencies Having expa- 
tiated, with his usual force and eloquence, on Mr. 
Garrick's extraordinary eminence as an actor, he con- 
cluded with this compliment to his social talents : 
© And after all, Madam, I thought him less to. be 
envied on the stage than at the head of a table.. 
Johnson, indeed, had thought more upon the sub- 


ject of acting than might be generally supposed. 
Talking of it one day to Mr. Kemble, he said, Are 


you, Sir, one of those enthusiasts who believe yourself 
transformed into the very character you represent.” 

Upon Mr. Kemble's answering that he had never felt 
$0 strong a persuasion himself; © To be sure not, 
Sir, (said Johngon ;) the thing is impossible. And 


if Garrick really believed himself to be that monster, 
Richard the Third, he deserved to be W every 


time * performed it.“ 


„ 3 John Nichols, 5 
Henderson, the actor, paid a visit to Dr, Ichnson; and was re- 
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A pleasing instance of the generous attention of 
one of his friends has been discovered by the publica- 
tion of Mrs. Thrale's collection of Letters. In a 
letter to one of the Miss Thrales, he writes, A 
friend, whose name I will tell when your mamma has 
tried to guess it, sent to my physician to enquire 
whether this long train of illness had brought me into 
| difficulties for want of money, with an invitation to 
send to him for what occasion required. I shall 
. write this night to thank him, having no need to 
n And os: an ins letter to Mrs. 'Thrale, 


ere inaveryuneow manners 6 Genleman'sMagmie.” 
June 1791. 

I found among Dr. Joker's paper the fllwig letter vo im 
| een, 


46 10 DR. JOHNSON, 
* an, 

„ The 3 3 3” the partiality you 3 
me with, some years ago, as well as the humanity you are known to 
possess, has encouraged me to solicit your patronage at my Benefit. 

„ By a long Chancery suit, and a complicated train of unfortu- 
nate events, I am reduced to the greatest distress ; which obliges 
me, once more, to request the indulgence of the publick. 
Give me leave to solicit the honour of your company, and to 
assure you, if you grant my request, the gratification I shall feel, 
from being patronized by Dr. Johnson, will be infinitely superiour 
to any advantage that may arise from the Benefit; as 1 mare the 


profoundest respect, Sir, 
« Your most obedient, humble servant, 
No. 10, Duke · street, $t. James's, ; 3 
nene S. A. NL ur. 


T am happy in recording these particulars, which prove that my 
Mustrious friend lived to think much more favourably of Players 
Ps Ae e 
Vol. II. p. 328. = 
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< Since you cannot guess, I will tell you, that the 
. generous man was Gerard Hamilton, I returned 
him a very thankful and respectful letter.“ 
I applied to Mr. Hamilton, by a common friend, 
and he has been so obliging as to let me have John- 


son's letter to him upon this occasion, to adorn my 
collection. | 


ͤ————— — ä—ͤ—w ͤlj p — — — — — ſ — _ 


ro THE RIGHT HONOURABLE WILLIAM GERARD 
HAMILTON. 


* DEAR srn, = 

« Your kind enquiries after my affairs, and your | 
generous offers have been communicated to me by | 
Dr. Brocklesby. I return thanks with great since- | 
rity, having lived long enough to know what grati- a 
tude is due to such friendship; and entreat that my | 


reſusal may not be imputed to sullenness or pride. $ 
am, indeed, in no want. Sickness is, by the genero- 


sity of my physicians, of little expence to me. But 
if any unexpected exigence should press me, you shall 
ee, dear Sir, how cheerfully I can be obliged to 80 
much liberality. | 
| J am, Sir, 
e Your most obedient 
And most humble servant, 


0. November 19, 1783. * DAM. Jonxsox.“ wy. 


I find in this, as in former years, notices of his kind 
attention to Mrs. Gardiner, who, though in the hum- 
ble station of a tallow-chandler upon Snow-hill, was 
a woman of excellent-go9d sense, pious, and charit- - 


* Ibid, p. 342. BI 
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able. She told me, she had been introduced to him 
by Mrs. Masters, the poetess, whose volumes he re- 
vised, and, jt is said, illuminated here and there with 
a ray of bis own genius. Mrs. Gardiner was very 
zealous for the support of the Ladies charity-school, 
in the parish of St. Sepulchre. It is confined to fe- 
males; and, I am told, it afforded a hint for the 
story of Betty Broom in © The Idler.” Johnson this 
year, I find, obtained for it a sermon from the late 
Bishop of St. Asaph, Dr. Shipley, whom he, in one 
of his letters to Mrs. Thrale, characterises as know- 
ing and conversible ;” and whom all who knew his 
Lordship, even those who differed from him in poli- 
ticks, remember with much respect. * 

The Earl of Carlisle having written a tragedy, en- 
titled “ Tas Farnzn's RevenGe,” some of his 
Lordship's friends applied to Mrs. Chapone, to prevail 
on Dr. Johnson to read and give his opinion of it, 
Which he accordingly did, in a letter to that lady. 
Sir Joshua Reynolds having informed me that this 
letter was in Lord Carlisle's possession, though I was 
S fortunate enough to have the honour of being 

wn to his Lordship, trusting to the general 
courtesy of literature, I wrote. to him, requesting the 
favour of a copy of it, and to be permitted to insert 
it in my life of Dr. Johnson. His Lordship was s0 
good as to comply with my request, and has thus en- 
abled me to enrich my work with a very fine piece of 
writing, which displays both the critical skill and po- 
liteness of my illustrious friend; and perhaps the 
curiosity which it will excite, may induce the noble 
and elegant Authour to gratify the world by the pub- 
lication * of a performance, of which Dr. Johnson 

has spoken in such ternis. 


* 
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4 TO MRS. HA TONE. 


© MADAM, 

By sending the tragedy to me a second time, 
I think that a very honourable distinction has been 
shewn me, and I did not delay the perusal, of which 
I am now to tell the effect. 

The construction of the play is not completel! y 
regular; the stage is too often vacant, and the scenes 
are not sufficiently connected. This, however, 
would be called by Dryden only a mechanical defect ; 
which takes away little from the power of the poem, 
and which is seen rather than felt. | 

A rigid examiner of the diction might, perhaps 
wish some words changed, and some lines more yigo- 
rously terminated, But from such petty rb 
tions what writer was ever free ? 


* The general form and force of the dialogue is 
of more importance. It seems to want that quick- 


ness of reciprocation which characterises the Eng- 
lish drama, and is not Aways sufficiently fervid or 
animated. 

* Of the ventiments, I remember not one that. 1 
wished omitted, In the imagery I cannot forbear to 
1 the comparison of joy sueceeding grief to 
light rushing on the eye accustomed to darkness. Tt 


seems to have all that can be desired to make it | 


n It is new, just, and delightful,” 


17 ** = 


; A few expe ly of this ebe have bee primed, and given | | 


to the authour's friends. | 
Dr. Johnson having been very in when the tragedy was frat 

sent to him, had declined the consideration of it. 

5 © I could have borve my woes; that stranger-Joy | 

„ Wounds while it smales ;——The long-imprison'd wretch, 

VOL, IV. 8 
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With the characters, either as conceived or pre- 

served, I have no fault to find; but was much in- 
clined to congratulate a writer, who, in defiance of 
pre) judice and fashion, made the Archbishop a good 
man, and scorned all thoughtless applause, which a 
vicious churchman would have brought him. 
Abe catastrophe is affecting. The Father and 
Daughter both culpable, both wretched, and both 

| penitent, divide n them our Pity and our 
Sorrow. 

„ Madam, I haye ee what I did not 

_ willingly undertake, and could not decently reſuse. 
The noble writer will be pleased to remember, that 
Sincere criticism ought to raise no resentment, be- 
cause judgement is not under the coritroul of will; 
but involuntary oriticism, as it has still less of choice, 
ought to be more remote from n of offence, 

8 ; 4 I am, &c.. nk 1 

J « November 28, 1783, | 1 Sax Joumen.” 


| of consulted him on two questions of a very differ- 
| ent nature : one, whether the unconstitutional in- 
fluence exercised by the Peers of Scotland in the 
election of the representatives of the Commons, by 
meaus of fictitious qualifications, ought not to be re- 
sisted ;—the other, What, in propriety. and huma- 
nity; should be done with old horses unable to labour. 
1 I gave him some account of my life at Auchinleck ; 
| | and expressed my satisfaction that the gentlemen 
of the county had, at — Nerted 


me their 3 or Chairman. eee ee ge 
„ n e e e ee dg en, 75 
| «« Shrinks flom be 9uiys bright bedins; "and thr ic Sth 
| | . . 6— * RA 
| F I Vi aw 
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* © DBAR SIR, 


Lars all other un vibe have grept hinnda 5 


you begin to feel the pangs of neglected merit ; and 
all the comfort that I can give you is, by telling you 
that you have probably more pangs to feel, and more 
neglect to suffer. You have, indeed, begun to com- 
plain too soon; and I hope I am the only confidant 
of your discontent. Your friends haye not yet had 
leisure to gratify personal kindness ; they have hitherto 
been busy in strengthening their ministerial interest. 
I a vacancy happens in Scotlang, give them early 


intelligence; and as you can serve Government ag 
powerfully as any of your probable competitars, you 


may make in some sort a warrantable claun. 
2 Of the exaltations and depresions of your mind 

you delight to talk, and Een Drive all 

such fancies from you. 

On the day when I 10. leuet, Lthink; 

the foregoing page was written; to which, one dis- 


ease or another has hindered mo from making any 


additions. I am now s little better, But aickness 
and solitude press me very heavily. I could bear 
sickness better, if I were relieved from solitude. 
The present dreadful confusion of the publick 
ought to make you wrap yourself up in your heredi- 
tary possessions, which; though less than you may 
wish, are more than you can want; and in an hour 
of religious retirement return thanks to Gop, who 
has exempted you from any strong temptation to ſac- 

tion, „wenchery, plunder, and disloyalty. 
| $ 2 


700 TE LIFE OF [Arxr. 54. 


« As your neighbours distinguish you by such 


honours as they can bestow, content yourself with 
your station, without neglecting your proſession. 
Your estate and the Courts will find you full em- 
ployment; and _ mind well cap. in be 
quiet. 


The usurpation of he nobility; for thay appa- 


rently usurp all the influence they gain by fraud, 
and misrepresentation, I think it certainly lawful, 


perbaps your duty, to resist. What i is not Gro own. 


they have only by robber. 

„ Your question about the horses gives me more 
perplexity. I know not well what advice to give you. 
1 can only recomngend 'a rule which you do not 
want ;—give as little pain as you can. I suppose 
that we have a right to their service while their 
strength lasts; what” we can do with them after- 
. wards I cannot 80 easily determine. But let us con- 
sider. Nobody denies'that man has a right first to 
milk the cow, and to shéer the sheep, and then to 
kill them for his _——— not, by parity of 
reason, first work a and then kill him the 
easiest way, that he may have the means of another 
horse, or food for cows and sheep? Man is influenced 


in both cases by different motives of self-interest. 


* that __ the one must reject the other. 
IEF: i - 0G BIT am, * | 3 
ju ee _ ' £01406 Sau. Jensen. | 
. « A-happyand ety Christmas ;- ad _ boppy 
years —— nog 3 _ e * eee 


„ö 
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I be late ingenious Mr. Mickle, some time hefors 
his death, wrote me a letter concerning Dr.-John+ 
Son, in which he mentions, © I was upwards of twelve 
years acquainted With him, was frequently in his com- 
pany, always talked with ease to him, and can truly 
say, that I neyer received from him one rough word,” 

b In this letter he relates his having, while engaged 
in translating the Lusiad, had a dispute of congider- 
able length with Johnson, who, as usual, declaimed 
upon the misery and corruption of a sea life, and 
used this express ion: It had been bappy for the 
world, Sir, if your hero Gama, Prince Henry of Por- 
tugal, and Columbus, had. never been born, or that 
their schemes had never gone farther than their own 
imaginations.” “ This sentiment, (ays Mr. Mickle,) 

which is to be ſound in his Introduction to the 
World displeyed, I, in my Dixzertation preſued to 
the Lusiad, have controverted; and though authours 
are said to be bad judges of their own works, 1 am not 
ashamed to own to a friend, that that dissertation is 
my favourite above all that I gyer attempted in prose. 
Next year, when, the Lusiad was published, I waited 
on Dr. Johnson, who addressed me with one of bis 
good-humoured smiles: Well, you have remem- 
bered our dispute about Prince Henry, and bave 
cited me too. You. have done your part very well 
indeed: you have made the: bay of eee 
* am not convinced yet. | 
* Before publishing the Lusiad, I sent Mr. ls is 
a proof of, that part of the introduction, in which 
make mention of Dr. Johnson, yourself, and other 
well-wisbers to the work; begging it might be 
shewn to Dr. Johnson. This was accordingly done ; 
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tad mae, he ane Mr. Fels dee genden as { 


5 / De: de N 172. tid, uin Wen 
youth bebte that time, he himself had à design to 
Vunskate the Lusiad, of the merit of Winch he spoke 


highly, but had been prevents 576 number of other 
engagements.” 9 897 


Mr. Mickle reminds me in this letter ener, 
vation, at dinner one day at Mr. Hoole's with Dr. 
Johnson, when Mr. Nicol the Kitg's bockseller, and b 
J, attempted to ebntrovert the maxim, & better that : 
ten guilty should escape, tun one innocent person f 

suffer; and were answered by Dr. Johnson with 
Fer pewer u reasening and eloquence.” I am very N 
sorry that T have no record of that day: but I well 
recolleot my Mustrious friends Kris ably shewn, 
that unless civil institutions insure protectitin to the 
innocent, all the bonfidence wm "mankind woc 4 
have in them would be dest. eee ee 0 437 i 
shall here mention what, pu unt beds 
arrangement should Are appdarct in my avcount of 
last year; but may more properly be introduced here, 
| the bonttoverey hreing not been closed if this. The 
Reverend Mr. Shaw, u native of one uf the Hebrides, 
having entertained doubts of the authenticity of the 
poems aseribed to Ossian, dwested himself of national 
bigotry : and having travelled in the Highlands and 
Islands of Scotland, and also in Ireland, in order to 
furnish himself with materials for a Gaclick Dictio- 
nary, which he afterwards compiled, was so fully 
-natisfied that Dr. Johnsom was in the right vpon the 
question, that he candidly published a pamphlet, sta- 
ting bis conviction, and the proofs and reasons on 
which it was founded, A 9 
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the name of Clark, answered this pamphlet with 
much. zeal, and much abuse of its authour. John- 

son took Mr. Shaw under his proteetion, and gave 
him his assistance in writing a reply, which has been 


admired by the best judges, and by many been con- 


sidered as conelusive. A few paragraphs, which suf- 
ficiently mark their great Authour, shall be selected. 
My assertions are, ſor the most part, purely ne- 


gative : I deny the existence of Fingal, because in 3 
long and curious peregrination through the Gaelick - 
regions I haye never been able to find it. What 1 
could not see myself I suspect to be equally invisiblils 
to others; and I suspect with the more reason, as 
* who een it no man can shew 


ii 8 

1.4 Me. Clark * the e of Mob who 
disbelieve the genuineness of Ossian to a blind man, 
who should dispute the reality of colours, and deny 
that the British troops are clogthed in red. The 
blind man's doubt would be rational, if he did not 


know by experience that others have a power Which 


he himself wants: but what perspicacity has Mr, 


Clark which Nature nnen me or the 


rest of mankind? 


The ttue ate of the parallel must be this, Pn 


an eyes like his neighbours, Fay d 


by a boasting. corporal, that the troops, indeed, wore 


red clothes for their ordinary dress, but that every 
soldier had likewise a suit of black velvet, which he 


put on when the King reviews them. This he thinks 


strange, and desires z0 ce the fine clothes, but finds 


nobody In ſorty thousand men that gan produce either 5 
coat or -waistcoat, One, indeed, has left them in his 


chest at Port Mahon; augther bas alyays heard that 


” o W r = * 
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he Sught to have velvet clothes somewhere: and a 
third has heard somebody say, that soldiers ought to 
wear velvet. Can the enquirer be blamed if he goes 
| way RA that. a IT red coat is al o_ be 
Sas? f 

44/66 But bebe ee incredulity may: 5 is 
med or silenced by facts. To overpower contradic- 
tions, let the soldier shew bis velvet coat, . the 
Fingalist the original of Ossian. $6967 2x4 


The difference between us and the blind 3 


this the blind man is unconvinced, because he 


: cannot see; and we, because though we can 45:4 


Anh that nothing can be shown,” ' 


Notwithstanding the e Ae un- 


ter which Johnson now laboured, de did not resign 
himself to despondency and discontent, but with 
wisdom and spirit endeavoured to console and amuse 
his mind with as many innocent enjoyments as he 
could procure. Sir John Hawkins has mentioned 
the cordiality with which he insisted that such of the 
members of the old club in Ivy-lane as survived, 
should meet again and dine together, which they 


did, twice at a tavern, and once at his house: and in 


order to insure himself society in the evening for 
three days in the week, he instituted a club at the 


Essex Head, in Essex-street, then are by bene 


rege an 9 Seryant of Mr. THOSE" 


24 ns TB 
66 " TO SIR bonus REYNOLDS. | 


"DBA ein, ; ISR NIEL m 0 FH J 

Ir is inconvenient to me to come out, I 
bould else have waited on you with an account of a 
little evening Club” which we are establishing in 


Esser-strect in the Strand, and of which * are 


1 


* 
* - 


* 6 
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desired to be one. It will be beld at the Esse Head, 
no kept by an old Servant of 'Thrale's, The cm. 


1 Px J * of * 

© # . ; * \ — 
2 5 « a = = 
FE 2 * K ne en * 
1 ö * 
3 * ? 


| pany is numerous, and, as you will see by the list, 

EF miscellaneous.” The terms are lax, and the expences 
F light. Mr. Barry was adopted by Dr. Brocklesby, . 
f who joined: with, me in forming the plan. We meet 8 
thrice a week, and he who misses forfeits two- pence. 4 
als | 6 you are willing to become a member, draw a 0 


line under your name. Return the list. "IR ON . 
hoo the e . at eight... * | Tt 

4 15 14 un; e e ee n ES, 
oy Das . 0.4954 ek GE Jonnron,” by .. 


* be 


eee OO TR eee 


wane As as 3 pe 
— 
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e 1 be.one.of this Club. 
But when I. mention only. Mrr.-Daines- Barringtonz 
Dr.  Brocklesby, Mer. Murphy, Mr. Jobn Niels SY 
bey, Mr, Windham, 1 ohall attic pid tbe +." 


pad boar SEES tA er tet 


misrepresentation of it by Sir John Hawkins, as H it 4 
had been a low ale- house association, by which John» 5 
* son was degraded. Johnson himself, like his ay . 
eee e: 


ZE the winter. Johnzon,. howeyer,, declared. 1. Should be a 7 
| and invented a word upon the occasion: % Boswell, {$aid he) 1 is a wes 7 
very clubable man.“ When I came to town I was proposed by 1 
| | Mr. Barrington, and chosen. I believe there are few gocieties 
where there us better conversation ot more decorum. Several of us * 
resolyed to continue it after our great founder was removed by Ke, 
| E death. dun e, were added ; nne years WY 
4 & vs ee . 96 $$. * 
AF | 1 „% I! * 
in mich, which after no repenting draws.” Muren. 


re 3 
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4 The Club shall consist of four-and.twenty YOu! 
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lä the el uf this year he uns scized with a $pas- 
modick! asthma of such em ho Wes conr 
dead 0 208 HT Or iis ans 


* The wertings dell be on the Mooday,; Thanh, and Satur- 
day y of every weck; buy in the week before Easter there shall be no 


| 8. 
Every member k ot ary o a end nc * 
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To * el oblige chemselveg to attend in their turn. 


rer en in their 


Every member present at the Club chal} ei lent thx. 
pence ; and every member who stays away shall forfeit three-pence. 
de master of the house shall keep an account of the absent 
members : and deliver to the Preaident of the night a list of the 


ie — after Aa, he shall immediately 


EO a wa the. ere 
eder res gue arcnings bu ene man aballadjux 
his own expences, 


ig «« The night of indispenstble attendance vill come to every mem- 


ber once a month. Whoever shall for three months together omit 

10 attend himself, or by zubstitution, not shall make any apdlogy 

V eee, Fee having abdicated the 
0 8 

* « When d vacancy is tobe filled, then if he did and 


of the member recommending him, shall stand in the Club- room 


three nights. On the fourth be may be chosen by ballot ; six 
members at least being present, and two-thirds of the ballot being 


In his favour ; or the majority, could the nurnibers not be dirisible 


"8 ol the house thall give notice, six days before, to 


each of those members hose turn of necessary attendance is come. 


4 The notice may be in these words: Sir, On —— the 


———&f ——, will be yoar turn of Presidigg at the Essex. 


Head. Vour company is therefore earnestly requested. 


. ** One penny shall be left hy ena member for the waiter.” ' 
Johnsons definition of 2 Club in this gente, in his Dictionary, 


CC 
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4. b. 2785. 
fined to the house in great pain, being sometimes 
obliged to sit all night in his chair, a recumbent pos- 
ture being so hurtful to his respiration, that HM ould 
not endure lying in bed; and there came upon him 
at the same time that oppressive and fatal disease, a 
dropsy. It was a very severe winter, which proba- 


bly aggravated his complaints; and the solitude in 
which Mr. Levett and Mrs. Williams had left him, 


rendered ths life very gloomy. Mrs. Desmoulins, 
who still lived, was herself so very ill, that she could 
contribute very little to his relief. He, however, had 
none of that unsocial shyness which we 


see in people afflicted” with sickness. He did not 


Hide his head from the world, in solitary abstraction; 
he did not deny himself to the visits of his friends and 
acquaintances; but at all times, when he was not 
overcome by sleep, gn, tomy: conversation- as in 
on aut pa 


v0 Uns. LUCY vonne, IN LIGHIBLD. 
„ BAR MADAME, / | 


No may perhaps think' me „ hog gent that 1 
Have not written to you again upon the loss of your 


brother; but condolances and consolations are such 
common and such useless things, that the omission 


of them is no great crime: and my own diseases oc- 


cupy my mind, and engage my care. My migbts 
are miserably restless, and my days, therefore, are 
heavy. I try, however, to hold up wy head as high 
as 1 can; 


E am sorry that your health is impaired; per- 


haps the spring and the summer may, in some de- 
gree, restore it; but if not, we must submit to the 


inconveniencies of time, as to the other dispensations 


1 4 
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of Eternal Goodness. 1 Prp forme, and res we, 


et Mr. nene, n His die 07 bes 
—— 7 th! Ian, *. * Nite f 
e Nw. . had e had. 
Si 1,360 Wien ice 1302 45 
N 17642 ee ed now 3 at Shs 
last year of the life of Saul Jonxsox, a year in 
which, although passed in severe indisposition, he 
nevertheless gave many evidences of the continuance 
of those wondrous powers of mind, which raised him 
so high in the intellectual world. His conver- 
sation and his letters of this year were in no respect 
inſeriour to those of former years. 
The following, is a remarkable ornof.ofl his wine 
alive to en most minute Curiosities On: 


* Ar a 141 


1 v0 un. Wage en ben aas, IN uE voulu. 


*f 8IR, 

«'THERE is in the world a set of bw . 
used to be sold by the booksellers on the bridge, and 
which I must entreat you to procure me. They are 

called, Burton's Books; the title of one is Admirable 
. Curiosities, Rarities, and Wonders in England. I be- 
lieve there are about five or six of them; they seem 
very proper to allure backward readers; be s0 kind 


as to get them for me, and send me them with the 


. Dapterla Coll 99. che Uncon- 
verted. 


e La fon 


e 1 6, 1784s x „SAM. ORSON.” 
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ide ant rs hani od £4 D gle | 
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abt © HEAR S1n, 703 30 5 | Digg ede 
« I was very sorry not to see e ue 
so kind as to call on me; but to disappoint friends, 
and if they are not very good-natured; to disoblige 
them, is one of the evils" of sickness. If you will 
please to let me know which of the afternoons in this 
week I Shall be'fayoured with another visit by you amd 
Mrs.' Perkins, and the young” people, I will take all N 
the measures that'I a. 3 at _ time. | g 
Lem, dear Sir, * oth 1 HIS, 
Dag en '* Your mos humble ent, NUTS 
oy 21, 8 e nn lose., 
US He Ain CHER 3! 121 1. 3 E l Js 
Eis aan to the Easen Tlesd Club appears 
kom the following letter to Mr. Alderman Clark, a 
gentlemin' for” Food he en entertained a 
great regard. . yt 7 Sm | ** Bf. Le 


, N 4 
447 4 N 2 


10 RICHARD. CLARK, ESQ. 
« wk al OI 
Loy will receive a requisition, according to 
the rules of the Club, to be at the house as President 
of the night. This turn comes once à month, and = | 
the member is obliged to attend, or send Another in 
his place. Vou were enrolled in the Club by my in- i 
, vitation; and I ought to introduce you; but as I am 4 | if 
hindered by sickness, Mr. Hoole will very properly Ll || 
supply my place as introductor, or yours as Ptesitent. Ji 
I hope in er un en de 
dant. G 06 6015 19 £ 1139. BY: if 
Tie py rr” Sit, Sb. 1 if, ib dt ur 
eee, ein 21310 e Nanu. 
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« You ought to be informed that the forfeits be- 
gan with the year, and that every night of non-at- 
tendance incurs the mulct of three-pence, that. is, 
GRIER; d ve PAW : ” 

+ fix no lh 92 

on dhe 8th of January, I wrote 10 bim, anxious 
wiring as to his health, and enclosing my, Letter 
to the People of Scotland, on the present state of the 
nation. I. trust, (said I.) that, you. will be liberal 
enough to make allowance for my differing from you 
on two points, (the. Middlesex Election, and the 
American War,] when my general principles of 
government are according to your. own heart, and 
when, at a crisis of doubtful event I stand forth, with 
honest zeal as an ancient and faithful Briton, My 
reason ſor introdueing those two points was, that as 
my opinions with regard to them bad been declared 
at the periods when they were least favourable, I 


might have the credit of a man who is not a wor | 


shipper of ministerial HORS, 


p © £% * 4 * 
- 14 ne. 


60 TO JAMES BOSWELL, x54, 


0 t, r 
3 — apices which mn kind- 


% RANA 1 


| nos hes diapoged you to make after me. I have long 


intended you a long letter, which perhaps the, imagi- 
nation of its length hindered me from beginning. 1 


| 112 thereſore, content myself with a shorter. 


„Having promoted the institution of a N "rar 2 


in the 
of Thrale's, 3 went thither to mect the company, and 


was seized with a spasmodick asthma so violent, "that 


with difficulty I. got to:my,own- house, in which I 


have been conſined eight or nine weeks, and from | 


hood, at the house of an old servant 


4 b. 1984.) Du. JOHNSON. = 
which I know not whew'T shall be robes, des to 
church. The asthniag however, is not the worst. "x 
dropsy gains groubd'upow me; my legs and thighs 
are very much 8wollen with water, which I should be 
content if I could keep there; but I am afhid that it 
will soon be higher. My nights are very slecpless 
and very tedious. Aud ye, I arm entremely afraid ol 
dying” I ern 319 Jo nissen ak big 
« My physicians try to make me hope, that 15 0 
of my malady is the effect of cold, and that some de- 
gree at least of recovery is to be expected ftom vᷣernal 
breezes and summer suns. If my life is prolonged 
to autumn, I should be glad to try a warmer climate; 
though how to travel with a diseased body, without a 
companion to conduct me, and with very little mo- 
ney, 1 do not well see. Ramsay has recovered his 
limbs, in Italy; and Fielding was sent to Lisbon; 
where, indeed, he died ; but he was, I believe, past 
hope when he went. Think ſor me what I can do. 
I received your pamphlet, and when I write again 
may perhaps tell you some opinion about it; but 
you will ſorgiye a man struggling with disease his 
neglect of disputes, politicks, and pamphlets. Let 
me have your prayers. My compliments to your | 
lady, and young ones. Ask your physicians about a! 
my case: eee ew ee JI 
his eis. 1 18 8 5 | 
| 48; Low et ace lam, dear Sir, ths t went | 
——— b N 2 ai „Sen. Jenn | 0 
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HAV been HEY Meten 1 ne 
dropsy, bot received, * by the mercy of Gov, sudden 
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and unexpected relief last Thursday, by the discharge 
of twenty pints of water. Whether I shall continue 
free, or sball fill again, cannot be told. Pray for me. 
Death, my dear, is very dreadful; let us think 
gathing, worth our, care but how. to prepare for it: 
what we know amiss in ourselves let us make haste 
to amend, and put our trust in the mercy of Gop, 
and the intercession of our be Jam, dear 
N _ of} Den 1 l N 
£ > ande ad! 7; * Your mou bunble errant, of ry 
« Feb * S0 T8 of 614i hh at Jones,” "9 
— 04010 * ho vin i aun aten Hog cant; 
Hamid THIN © 70 Jas weed ma; 01 
k — e CHW rd 09 wy _ 
in Hav "on in ah recovery 
as to read a pamphlet; and you may reasvnably sup- 
3 poss tliat che first pamphlet which Tread was yours. 
Iam very much of your opinion, and, like you, feel 
great indignation at the indecency” with which the 
King is every day treated. Tour paper contains 
very considerable knowledge of history and of the 
ws constitution, very hers ie! applied. It 
will certainly raise your character, 2 | a6 
n 15 
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— MY. Piitt) With'2Metter; in i wht T thus expressed 

myself: My principles may appear to you too monarchical': but 1 

* and 2 they are not inconsistent with the true 

4 | eee pn 3 ny; you, Sir, are now the 
\ A — by the Sovereign to maintain the rights of the 
. G ˙ Anas hers her faction, As 
such, yon are entitled to the'warmest support of every good subject 

in every department. He answered, .I am extremely obliged 

ere wit pra pr the ve the honour to express, and have 

great Pleasure _ Oy ond —* anpport =P 


ed 10 * lein 
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0 desire you to see Mrs. Stewart once again, and 
tell her, that in the letter- case was a letter relating to 
me, for which J will give her, if she is willing to give 
it me, another 3 The r is — menen 
only to me. | - 

. arge « Tum, dear Sir; Ne. Oz 026070 
din OD, 27, 1784. « SAM. Johxsox.“ 


al cpmtequeiice: of Johnon' . that I bould 
ack our physicians about his case, and desire Sir 
Alexander Dick to send his opinion, I transmitted 
him a letter from that very amiable Baronet, then in 
his eighty-first year, with his faculties as entire as 
ever; and mentioned his expressions to me in the 
note accompanying it: With my most affectionate 
wishes for Dr. Johnson's recovery, in which his | 
friends, his country, and all mankind have so deep a 73 
stake: and at the same time a full opinion upon his | 
case by Dr. Gillespie, who, like: Dr. Cullen, had the 3 
advantage of having passed through the gradations 0 
surgery and pharmacy, and by study and practice had . 
attained to such skill, that my father settled on him 
two hundred pounds a year for five years, and fifty 

pounds a year during his life, as an hanorarum to ; 

secure his particular attendance. The opinion was : 
conveyed in a letter to me, beginning, © I am sin- 
cerely sorry for the bad state of health your, very 
learned and Mustrious friend, Dr. Johnson, labours 1 


under at present. 
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0 JAMES ROSWELL, RSQ: | 
© RAR $1R, | | 

© PRRSENTLx after I. bad zenf away my last let- 
ter, I received your kind medical packet. Iam very 
much obliged both. to you and your physicians for 
your kind attention to my disease. Dr. Gillespie 
has sent me an excellent congilium medicum, all solid 
practical experimental knowledge. I am at present, 
in the opinion of my physicians, Dr. Heberden and 
Dr. Brocklesby,) as well as my own, going on very 
hopefully. I have just begun to take vinegar of 


squills. The powder hurt my Stomach so much, 
hat. it could not be continued. 


„ Return Sir Alexander Dick my sincere thanks 
for his kind letter; and bring with you the rhubarb* 
which he so tenderly offers me; 

I hope dear Mrs. Boswell is now quite well, and 
that no evil, 18 real or imaginary, now disturbs 
you. 


. 


„Lam, ke. e 2 
* Londdn, March 2, 1584 e Sam, Jonn ion.” 


105 applied 1 to three of he eminent physicians 
"ih had chairs in our celebrated school of medicine 
at Edinburgh; Doctors Cullen, Hope, and Monro, to 

each of whom I sent the followiag letter: 


From his garden at Prestonfield, where he cultivated that plant 

with such success, that he was presented with a gold medal by the 
; Society of London for the Encourageinent of Arts, Manufactures, 
5 We 5 


- — 
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= 
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„ DEAR SIR, 
Da. Jonxsox has Wey i fit some time} 


and in a letter of anxious apprehension be writes to 


me, © Ask your physicians about my case. 33 

This, you see, is not authority for a regular con- 
sultation: but I have no doubt of your readiness to 
give your advice to a man so eminent, and who, in 
kis Life of Garth, has paid your profession a just 
and elegant compliment : I believe every man has 


found in physicians great liberality and dignity of 


sentiment, very prompt effusions of beneficence, and 


willingness to exert a lucrative art, ENCE 
no hope of lucre.” 


* Dr. Johnson is aged seventy-four: That « sum- 
mer he had a stroke of the palsy, from which he 


recovered almost entirely. He had, before that, 


been troubled with a catarrhous cough. This winter 


he was seized with a spasmodick asthma, by which 


he has been confined to his house for about three 


months. Dr. Brocklesby writes to me, that. upon 
the least admission of cold, there 1 is such a constric- 


tion upon his breast, that he cannot lie down in his 


bed, but is obliged to sit up all night, and gets rest 
and sometimes sleep, only by means of laudanum 


tumours on his legs and thighs. Dr. Brocklesby 


trusts à good deal to the return of mild weather. 


Dr. Johnson says, that a dropsy gains ground upon 
him; and he scems to think that a warmer climate 
would do him good. I understand be is now rather 


and syrup of poppies; and that there are edematous - 


better, and 6 eng e squills. I am, with 


great esteem, dear Sir, 
| « Your most obedient humble Servant, | 
March 7, 1764. | 7 * Jabtes BOswRLL. 
N T - 
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All of them paid the most polite attention to my 
letter, and its venerable object. Dr. Cullen's words 
concerning him were, It-would give me the great- 
est pleasure to be of any service to a man whom the 
publick properly esteem, and whom I esteem and 
respect as much I do Dr. Johnson.“ Dr. Hope's, 
% Fei people have a better claim on me than your 
ſriend, as hardly a day passes that I do not ask his 
opinion about this or that word.“ Dr. Monro's, 
most sincerely join you in sympathizing with 
that very worthy and ingenious character, from whom 
his country has derived much i instruction and enter- 
tainment.“ 
Dr. Hope corresponded ds his friend Dr. 
Brocklesby. Doctors Cullen and Monro wrote their 
opinians'anid prescriptions to me, which I afterwards 
carried-with me to London, and, 80 far as they were 
encouraging, communicated to Johnson. The libe- 
rality on one hand, and grateful sense of it on the 
jane e g N d FA 
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A too A ene een attention 
a you and your dear lady“ show to my welfare, 
not to be diligent in letting you know the progress 
Which I make towards health. The dropsy, by 
'Gop's blessing, has now run almost totally away by 
natural evacuation; and the asthma, if not irritated 
by cold, gives me little trouble. While I am writing 
* 1 n, not any sensation of Oy or disease. 


” 
* 3 


-eine u- n unden. 
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But I do not yet venture out, having been conſined 
to the house from the thirteenth of en hoo: 
a quarter of a year.” n Ee nen 
„When it will eee er ics 

p Auchinleck, I ami not able to guess; but such a 
0 | letter as Mrs. Boswell's might draw any man, not 
i wholly motionless, a great way. Pray tellꝭ the dear 
lady bow much her eivility and m have en 

and gratified me.. N bad e 

* Our parliamentary tumults pigs ba to 
subside, and the King's authority is in some measure 
re- established. Mr. Pitt will have great power ; but 
you must remember, that what he has to give, must, 
at least for some time, be given to those Who gave, 
and those who preserve, bis power. A new minister 
can Sacrifice little to esteem or friendsbip; be 
must, till he is settled, think r of unn * 
interest. SALES 1-4 
* | Sad 0 # E 


1 4 „ en eee nt ES p q SY , 


"x 


s ? 


" 11 you come hither through Edinburgh; Send 
for Mrs. Stewart, and give from me another guinea 
for the letter in the old case, to which I shall not be 
satisfied with my claim, till she gives it me. bs 4 
« Please to bring with you 'Baxter's Anaereon ; 
and if you procure” heads of Hector 'Boece, the bis- 
torian, and Arthur Johnston, the poet, I will put 
them in my room; n 3 Mthove 2 i" 
Scottish literature. * 11 
J wish you an easy and War vater, and 155 | q 
I need not tell yu e 1 
| r- ors. 92 42 4 
11 Pour most affectionate humble servant, 
| * Landoo, March 18, 1784. e « Sant. Ln 5 


N. N 
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I xrote to him, March 28, from York, informing 
him that I had a high gratification. in the triumph of 
monarchical principles over aristocratical influence, 
in that great county, in an address to the King; 
that I was thus far on my way to him, but that news 
of the dissolution of Parliament having arrived, I 
was to hasten back to my own county, where I had 
Carried an Address to his Majesty by a great majo- 

rity, and had some intention of being a candidate to 

. ae Herr 1 au "abr 


25 ä © 70 IG BOSWELL, x50. n 
e Duln aun, . 
Nov could do Aden u 80 Wages i as to TRY 
| back when you ſound the Parliament dissolved. 
With the influence which your Address must have 
gained you, it may reasonably be expected that your 
presence will be of i wee n _ _ activity of 
Hört... 

LJour 8olicitude for me gives me that pleasure 
which eyery man feels from the kindness of such a 
friend; and it is with delight I relieve it by telling, 
that Dr. Brocklesby's account is true, and that I am, 

by the blessing of Gon, wonderfully relieved. 
Lou are entering upon a transaction which re- 
quires much prudence. You must endeayour to 
oppose without exasperating; to Practise temporary 
| bostilty, without producing enemies for life, This 
* | 5, perhaps, hard to be done; yet it has been done 
| by many, and seems most likely to be effected by 
opposing merely upon general principles, without 
7 descending to personal or particular censures or ob- 
. jections, One thing J must enjoin you, which is 


— — 


dow, got a very troublesome cough, vbich it bos 
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seldom observed in the conduct of elections; 
must entreat you to be scrupulous in the use of 
strong liquors. One night's drunkenness may defeat 
the labours of forty days well employed. Be firm, 
but not clamorous; be active, but not malicious ; 
and you. may form such an interest, as may not only 
exalt yourself, but dignify your family. 

We are, as you may suppose, all busy here. 
Mr. Fox resolutely stands for Westminster, and his 


friends say will carry the election. However that 


be, he will certainly have a seat. Mr, Hoole has 

just told me, that the *city leans towards the King. 
Let me hear, from time to time, how you are 

employed, and what progress you make. | 
Make dear Mrs. Bogwell, and all the young 

Boswells, the sincere compliments of, Sir, your af- 

fectionate humble servant, f 

cc London, March 30, 1784. ** SAN. Jokxsox.“ 


To Mr. Langton he wrote with that cordiality 
which was suitable to the long friendship which had 
subsisted between him and that gentleman. 

March 27. „Since you left me, I have conti- 
nued in my own opinion, and in Dr. Brocklesby's, 
to grow better with respect to all my formidable and 
dangerous distempers ; though to a body battered 
and shaken as mine has lately been, it is to be feared 


that weak attacks may be sometimes mischievous, 1 


have, indeed, by standing carelessly at an open win- 


been necessary to appease by opium, in larger quan- 


tities than I like to take, and I bave not found. it 


give way 80 readily as I expected; its obstinacy, 


however, seems at last disposed to Submit to the 


1 
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remedy, and I know not whether I should then have 
a right to complain of any morbid sensation. My 
asthma is, I am afraid, constitutional and incurable ; | 
but it is only occasional, and unless it be excited by 
labour or by cold, gives me no molestation, nor does 
it lay very close siege to life; for Sir John Floyer, 
whom the physical race consider as authour of one 
of the best books upon it, panted on to ninety, as ; 
was supposed; and why were we content with sup- 
posing a fact so interesting, of a man so conspicu- 
ous ? because he. corrupted, at perhaps seventy or 
eighty, the register, that he might pass for younger 
than he was. He was not much less than eighty, 
when to a man of rank who modestly asked his age, 
he answered, Go look ;' though he was in nen 
a man of civility and elegance. 

The ladies, I find, are at your e all well, 
except Miss Langtor!, who will probably soon recover 
her health by light suppers. Let her eat at dinner 
as she will, but not take a full stomach to bed.— 
Pay my sincere respects to dear Miss Langton in 
Lincolnshire, let her know that I mean not to break 
our league of friendship, and that I have a set of 
Lives ſor her, when I have the means of sending it.“ 

April 8. I am still disturbed by my . 
but what thanks have 1 not to pay, when my cough 
is the most painful sensation that I feel ? and from 
that I expect hardly to be released, while winter 
continues to gripe us with so much pertinacity. The 
year has now adyanced eighteen days beyond the 
equinox, and still there is very little remission of 
the cold. When warm weather comes, which surely 
must come at last, 1 Frome it n both me and 
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„„ TIVES 5 Nr, op > CAR Aa Or r 
3 - 


nnr. TENT A SUES ˙m5˙ ꝛ 3X C eee 4a; ater 


\ 


bad * s 
1 4 ; " 8 
wr r N. AM cons hes ne, et og err 4 5 8 * a> * CI * r , 


—_ 


4. b. 1784.) Da. JOHNSON. 284 


TFThe man so busy about addresses is neither more 
nor less than our own Boswell, who had come as far 
as Vork towards London, but turned back on the 
dissolution, and is said now to stand for some place. 
Whether to wish him success, his best friends he- 
sitate. | 

Let me have your prayers for the completion 

. of my recovery: I am now better than I ever ex- 
pected to have been. May Gop add to his mercies 
the grace that may enable me to use them according 
to his will, My compliments to all.” 

April 13.- © I had this evening a note from Lord 
Portmore, desiring that I would give you an ac- 
count of my health. You might have had it with 

less circumduction. I am, by God's blessing, I be- 
lieve, free from all morbid sensations, except a 
coygh, which is only troublesome. But I am still 
weak, and can have no great hope of strength till 
the weather shall be soſter. The summer if it be 
kindly, will, J hope, enable me to support the win- 
ter. Gop, who has so wonderfully restored me, can 
preserve me in all seasons. 

Let me enquire in my turn after the state of 
your family, great and little. I hope Lady Rothes 
and Miss —— are both well. That is a good 
basis of content. Then how goes George on with 
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Jo which Johnson returned this ans wer: 


% 


& TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE BARL OF PORTMORE. 


« Dx, Jounson acknowledges with great respect the honour of 
Lord Portmore's notice. He is better than he was; and will, as 
his Lordship directs, write to Mr, "on 

a EY Fleet-street, | 


Apr. 13, 1784.“ 


- 
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bis studies? How does Miss Mary? And how 
docs my own Jenny? I think I owe Jenny a letter, 
which I will take care to pay. In the mean time 
tell her that 1 acknowledge the debt. 

“Be pleased to make my compliments to the 
Jadies. If Mrs. Langton comes to London, she will 
| | mne ma- ene 19g 
„ oth oat.” . 


* TO OZIAS HUMPHRY,* Eg. 


46 SIR, 

„Ma. Hoolz has told me with what benevo- 
lence yon listened to' a request.which I was almost 
afraid to make, of leave to a young painter to at- 
tend you from time to time in your painting-room, 
to see your operations, and receive your.instructions. 

« The young man has perhaps good parts, but 
has been without a regular education. He is my 


* The eminent painter, representative of the ancient family of 
Homfrey (now Humphry) in the west of England; who, as appears 
from their arms which they haye invariably used, have been, (as I - 
have seen authenticated by the best authority, ) one of those among the 
Knights and Esquires of honour who are represented by Holinshed 
as having issued from the Tower of London on coursers apparalled 
for the justes, accompanied by ladies of honoyr, leading every one 
a Knight, with a chain of gold, passing through the streets of Lon- 
don into Smithfield, on Sunday, at three o'clock in the afternoon, _ 
—_ the first Sunday after Michaelmas, in the fourteenth year of 

King Richard the Second, This family one, enjoyed large powes- 
sions, but, like. others, have lost them in the progress of ages. 
Their blood, however, remains to them well ascertained ; and they 
may hope in the revolution of events, to recover that rank in so- 
ciety for which, in modem times, fortune seems to be an curtain 
sable requisite, | 


3 Son of Mr, Samuel Paterson. 


3 
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god- son, and therefore I interest myself in his pro- 
gress and success, and shall think myself much 
favoured if I receive from you a permission to send 
him. 

« My health 3 is, by God's blessing, much restored, 
but I am not yet allowed by my physicians to go 


abroad; nor, indeed, do I think myself yet able to 
endure the weather. 


« I am, Sir, | 
© Your most humble servant, 
« April 5, 1784. \ „SAM. JOHNSON,” 


| TO THE SAME, 
Tux bearer is my god-son, whom I take the 
liberty of recommending to your kindness; which I 
hope he will deserve by his respect to your excel- 
lence, and his gratitude for your favours, 

« I am, Sir, 
«© Your most humble servant, 
6c A pril A . | «© SAM. Jonxsox.“ 


To THE SAME, 
« PRO 
J am very much obliged by your civilitie to 


my god-son, but must beg of you to add to them 
the favour of permitting him to see you paint, that 
he may know how a err is begun, advanced "ay 


completed. 

“If he may attend you in a few of your opera- 
tions, I hope he will shew that the benefit has been 
properly conferred, both by his proficiency and his 


Is > K 
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gratitude. At least 1 shall consider yu as 9 — 
ing e kindness to, Sir, | 

ber £70227) 8 Noa bumble MEDI 

« May 31, 1984. «© SAM. eee | 


* O THE REVEREND DR. TAYLOR, ASUBOURNE, 
un 


% DEAR SIR, ' 


« Wnar can be the 1 reason . I hear nothing 
from you? I hope nothing disables you from wri- 
ting. What I have seen, and what I have felt, 
gives me reason to fear every thing. Do not omit 
giving me the comfort of knowing, that after all my 
losses I have yet a friend leſt. 
« I want every comfort. My liſe is very Wee 
and very cheerless. Though it has pleased Gop 
wonderfully to deliver me ſtom the dropsy, I am yet 
very weak, and have not passed the door since the 
13th of December. I hope for some help from warm 
weather, which will surely come in tige. 
* T could not have the consent of the 13 


to go to church yesterday ; I therefore received the 


holy sacrament at home, in the room where I com- 
municated with dear Mrs. Williams, a little before 
her death. O ! my friend, the approach of death is 
very dreadful. I am afraid to think on that which J 


know I cannot avoid. It is vain to lock round and 


round far that help which cannot be had. Yet we 
hope and hope, and fancy that he who has lived to- 
day may live to-morrow. But let us learn to derive 
our hope only from Gop. 

An the mean dne, Jet us be kind one . | 


. | 
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other. I have no a now living but you and Mr. 

Hector, that was Ms friend of my 3 eee 

re * Sir, | 

1 C © Yours eee 2 

« London, Eater. Mondays. + Sim. loro o 
| ir 155 1784. | | 


SHA 


What follows is a beautiful Specimen of his gen- 
tleness and complacency to a young lady his god- 
child, one of the daughters of his friend Mr. Lang- 
ton, then I think in her seventh year. He took the 
trouble to write it in a large round hand, nearly 
resembling printed characters, that she might have 
the satisfaction of reading it herself. The original 
lies before me, but shall be faithfully restored to 
her; and 1 dare say will be preserved of n a 
jewel as wy as he ren 


e:, 


ro Mts Ins hamwrun, In ROCHESTER, KENT,” | + | 118 


© MY DEAREST Miss JENNY, | 15 


t sorry that your pretty letter has Perg | 
80 long without being answered; but, when I am 1 
not pretty well, [ do not always write plain enough | [ff 
for young ladies. I am glad, my dear, to see that 1 

write so well, and hope that you mind your | [ 
pen, your book, and Your needle, for they are all 
necessary. Your books will give you Knowledge, 9 
and make you respected ; and your needle will find 08 | 
you useful employment when you do not care to 
read. When you are a little older, I hope you. will 1 
be very diligent in learning arithmetick ; and, above 
all, that through your whole life. you will — 
say your prayers, aud read your Bible. | Il 
e SO Ot pau 111 
eas Tour most humble servant, It! 
. May 10, 178. | * SAM. Jonxsox.“ 
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On Wednesday, May 5, I arrived in London, and 
next morning had the pleasure to find Dr. Johnson 
greatly recovered. I but just saw him; for a coach 
was waiting to carry him to Islington, to the house 
of his friend the Reverend Mr. Straban, where he 
went sometimes for the benefit of good air, which, 
notwithstanding his having formerly laughed at the 
general opinion upon the subject, he now acknow- 
edged was conducive to health. 1 0 
One morning afterwards, when 1 found "Oh alone, 
he communicated. to me, with solemn earnestness, a 
very remarkable circumstance which had happened 
in the course of his illness, when he was much dis- 
treszed by the dropsy. He had sbut binself up, 
and employed a day in particular exercises of reli- 
gion, —fasting, humiliation, and prayer. On a sud- 
den he obtained extraordinary relief, for which he 
looked up to Heaven with grateful devotion. He 
made no direct inference. from this fact; but from 
his manner of telling it, I could perceive that it ap- 
to him as something more than an incident 
in the common course of events. For my own 
Pert, 1 have no difficulty to ayow that cast of think- 
ing, which by many modern pretenders to wisdom, 
Is called rupershitions. But bere I think even men of 


FF af  ©=3 


mediate interposition of divine Providence, and that 
2 * the feryent Prayer of this righteous man“ availed. 


f 4 Vpon this abject thre © amy tle a 8 
the Life of Dr. Abernethy, in the brit edition of tlie Brographia 
| Britamtied, which 1 thould have been glad to see in his Life which 
| has been written for the second edition of that valuable work. 
Jo deny the exercise of a particular providence in the Deity's 

government of the world is certainly impious: yet nothing serves 


r 
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On Sunday, May 9, 1 found Colonel Vallaney, 


the celebrated antiquatian and Engineer of Ireland, 


with him. On Monday, the 10th, I dined with him 
at Mr. Paradise's, where was a large company; Mr. 
Bryant, Mr. Joddrel, Mr. Hawkins Browne, &e. 


On Thursday, the 18th, I dined with him at Me. 


Joddrel's, with another large company; the NN 
Exeter, Lord Monboddo, Mr: Murphy, &c 


On Saturday, May 15, I dined with bim at De. 


y's, where were Colonel Vallancy, Mt. 


Murphy, and that ever-cheerful companion Mr. 


Devaynes, apothecary to his Majesty. Of these 


days, and others on which I saw him, I have no 
metnorials, except the general recollection of his 


being able and animated in conversation, and ap- 


e r much as i 


the cauze of the —— an lade, Forwiad zeal in de- 
termining the particular instances of it.“ 


In confirmation of my eee eee eee 


sens ĩble and elegant writer Mr. Melmoth, in Letter VIII. of b LE 


collection, published under the name of Fitne e © © We may 
safely assert, that the belief of a particular Providence is founded 
upon such probable reasons as may well justify our assent. It would 


scarce, therefore, be wise to renounce an opinion which affords »6 | 


firm a suppott to the soul, in those seasons wherein he stands in 


most need of assistance; metely because it is not possible, in ques- 
tions of this kind, to solye every difficalty which attends them 
| 5 I was sorry to observe Lord Monboddo avoid any commiunica- 
tion with Dr. Johnson. I e that I had, mae. thew 
vety good friends, (see © Journal of a Tour to the 

third edition, page 67,) but unhappily his Lordsh'p had 

and cherished a violent prejudice agaimt my illustrious friend, 10% 
whom I must do the justice to say, there was on his part not che 
least anger, but a good humoured sportiveness. Nay, though he 
knew of his Lordship's indisposition towards him, he was even 


kindly ; as appeared from his inquiring of me after him, N 


. NET NOY 
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I find only these three small particulars :— 
Wen a person was mentioned, who said, I have 
lied fifty- one years in this word without having 
Jed ten minutes of ugeasiness; he. exclaimed, 
The man who says so, lies: he attempts to impose 
on human credulity. The Bishop of Exeter“ in 
vain observed, that men were very different. His 
Lordship's manner was not impressive, and I. learnt 
afterwards that Johnson did not find” out that the 
person who talked to him was a Prelate; if he had, 
J doubt not that he would have treated him with 
more respect; for once talking of George Psalma- 
nazar, whom he reverenced for his picty, he said, 
should as soon think of contradicting a Bishop.“ 
One of the company provoked, him greatly by doing 
what he could least of all bear, which was quoting 
something of his own writing, against what he then 
maintained. * What, * phones 1 
do you axy'to. 25 . I" #7 ae 2 


1 Tue busy Pig the ak wigs 
ke rt Unfelt, uncounted, glided by 7 


Jobneon finding himself thus presented us giving an 
| instance of a man who had lived without uneasiness, 
was much offended, for he looked upon such a quo- 
tation as unfair. His anger burst ont in an un- 
justifiable retort,” insinuating that the gentleman 8 
remark was a sally of ebriety; © Sir, there is one 
passion I would adyise you to command : when you 
haye drunk out that glass, don't drink another.” 
ae was Te nwnd what CHER 1 of him, 
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2 Venen on the death of Ma, Len. 
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had bu it might have been better lad erg been 
more company there.) BosWũW ! n. “ Might nat 
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with the aid af a very. witty image from. one of Cilbs,, 
ber's Comedies: There is no arguing with Johgr, 
son; for if his pistol misses fire, he knocks you down, 
with the butt end of it. Another was this à when a 
gentleman. of eminence in the literary world Was 
violently gensured for. attaoking people by, anony-; 
mous paragraphs in newspapers; (bez. from the spirit 
of contradiction as I. chougbt, took up his defence,,. 


and said, Come, come, this is, not 80 terrible a 


crime; he means only, to vex them a. little., Mido. 


not say that I should do it: but there is a great difs; 


ference between him and me; What is fit for He- 
phærstion is not ſit ſor Alexander. . Another, hen 
1 told him that a,young and: handsame Countess had 
said to me, I should think that 
Dr. Johnson would make one a ſaol all ones l; 
and chat 1, answered, Madam, I shall make M a 
fool to- day by repeating this to him, he sgi, , L. 
ain ton ald. to he made n; ſool hut, if you-cay I am 
3 L sball not deny it. I am much Pleaccd 
iment, especially fraw a pretty women. 
> evening. of Saturday, May 15,; he, was. in 
fins. itte at ir Tee- Lend Clubs. He told us, 
« Ladined yesterday at Mig. Garrigk's, with Mu, 
Carter, Miss Hannah More, and Miss Fanny Bute 
ney, Three such women ate not to be found : 1 
know not where I cod find a ſourth, except Mis 


Lennox, who is superiour td them all.“ Beswuszz. 5 
Wbat bad you. them all/ to yqurself, Sir}: 


Jonmseon. „I had them all. amueh — ney. 


Mrs. Montagu have been a fourth?“ Jonnsow. 
* Sir, Mrs, Montagu.does W Ts 


Vor- I. | v 


9 
4 


ebe eme by: | 


3 
SL Wes ts orien, 59 5; 


„ And; Sir, the Gstler would have answered him, 


d ihlat, he S mine 1 dave in another 


nie that he differec ſtom our 


| eee leb. 
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wit; but Mrs. Montagu is 4 very ex 
woman ; she has a constant stream of eonversation, 
and it is always impregnated3- it has always mean- 
og“ Boswznk. “ Mf. Burke bas à constant 
stream of converaation.” | Jonwoow. * Yes, Sir; if 
2 man were to go by chance at the same time with 
Burke under a sbed, te hun u shower, he would 
66 this is an entraordinary man. If Burke should 
ge into a stäble to see his horse drest, the ostler 
would say we have had an e inary man here.“ 
- Bogwkt., * Foote-was a man who never failed in 
conversation. If Ne had gone into a stable — 

Jortwison; Sir, if he had gone itito a stable, the ost- 
ter would have sid; here has been a comical fellow; 
but be would not have respected him.“ Bosw rk. 


4 


| would bers given hint us good & de brought, as the 
comnmom saying is. Jensen. Tes, Sir; and 
Foote would bave answered the ostler. When 
Borke does vot déscend to be merry, his eon&Hersa- 
tion is very superiour indeed. There is no propor- 
earns . e ee be sbews in serious 
talk and itt joculurity. When he lets himself down 


er. and I hope with success Dr. John- 
ab very singular und erteneous hoton s to Mr. 
Burke's pleazantry, Mer; Windham now said low to 
great friend in this ob- 
ver vüutiom ; for that Mr. Burke was oſtem very very happy 
in us \merriment; It would not have been right for 

dither of us to habe contradicted Johnson at this time, 


N e g of whom Nee Know!'and value 
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Mr. Burke as much as we did. It might have occa- 
sioned something more rough, and at any rate would 
probably have checked the flow of Jobnson's good 
humour. He called to us with a sudden air of exul- 
tation, as the thought started into his mind, „O1 
Gentlemen, I must tell you a very great thing. The 
Empress of Russia bas ordered the Rambler* to be 
translated into the Russian language:“ 80 IL shall be 
read on the banks of the Wolga Horace boasts that 
bis fame would extend as far as the banks of the 
Rhone; now the Wolga is farther from me than the 
Rhone was from Hoftace.” BoswRLILI. Tou must 
certainly be pleated With this, Sir.” Jounsox, * 1 am 
pleased, Sir, to be sure. A man is pleased to find he 


has succeeded in chat which: he en 
_wWdai* 6645 


"Onc-of the comptyy montioneichia heving e 


5 noble person driving in his carriage, and looking ex- 


sox. % Ah, Sir; that is nothing. Bacon observes, 
ae e e ene 
mine. 


On Saen May 16, 1 


talked of Mrs. Thrale with much concern, saying, 
« Sir, she has done every thing wrong, since Thrale s 
bridle was off her neck; and was proceeding. to 


mention some circumstances which have since been 
the subject of publick discussion, when he was in- 
terrupted Wenn de ph e ar 


nnn 


4 13 . that the report yas not well founded but 
the elation Jizcovered by Johnson in the belief that IO 
thewed x noble ardour for kene a Wt. 
v2 
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Dr. Douglas, upon this oocasion, refuted a mis- 
taken notion which is very common in Scotland, that 


the ecclesiastical discipline of the Church of Eng- 
land, though duly enforced,” is insufficient to pre- 


serve the morals of the clergy, inasmuch as all delin- 


quents may be screened by appealing to the Convo- 


cation, which being never authorized by the King to 
sit for the * * of business, the appeal never can 
be beard. Dr. Douglas observed, that this was 
ſounded upon Wan ſor that the Bishops have 
sufficient power to maintain discipline, and that the 
sitting of the Convocation was wholly immaterial in 


this respect, it being" not a Court of judicature, but 
like a parliament, yet mare mere eee 
times may require. 


Johnson, talking of the fear of ory aid, « Some 


people are not"afraid, because they look upon salva- 
tion as the effect. of an absolute decree, and think 
in themselves che marks of sanctification. 
Others, and those the most rational in my opinion, 
look upon salvation as conditional; and as they never 
can be sure that they have complied with the n 
tons, they are ufra dp. 
In one of his little manuscript diaries, rarer 
time, I find a short notice, which marks his amiable 
disposition more certainly than a thousand studied 


declarations. ! Aſternoon spent cheerfully and ele- 
gantly, T bope without effence to Gop or man; 
though in no holy duty, e ee 
and cultivation of benevolence. 

On Monday, May 17, I dined with him at Mr. 


Dilly s, where were Colonel Vallancy, the Reverend 


Dr. Gibbons, and Mr. 8 ns who, n 


f 


4 i - \ \ A 
” 5 — _— 
1 1 * 2 — ** ke da tes 4 ——_— Ds ** ts wet EN an * 

- ies * a —— 
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| nant wnlous Whig has a wise, l ace 
and knowledge, and so much exercised in various 
departments, and withal so much liberality; that the 
stupendous powers of the literary Goliath, though 
they did not frighten this little David of popular 
spirit, could not but excite his admiration. There 
was also Mr. Braithwaite of the Post- office, that 
amiable and friendly man, who, with modest and un- 
assuming manners, has associated with many of the 
wits of the age. Johnson was very quiescent to-day. 
Perhaps too I was indolent. I find nothing more of 
him in my notes, but that when I mentioned that I 
had seen in the King's library sixty-three editions of 
my favourite Thomas a Kempis, amongst which it 
was in eight languages, Latin, German, French, Ita- 
lian, Spanish, English, Arabick, and Armenian, be 
said, he thought it unnecessary to collect. many edi- 
tions of a book, which were all the same, except as 
to the paper and print; he would have the original, 
and all the translations, and all the editions which 
had any variations in the text. He approved of the 
famous collection of editions of Horace by Douglas, 
mentioned by Pope, who is said to have had a closet 
filled with them; and he added, © every man should 
try to collect one book MP Fi iii Oe it 
to a'publick library. ; 
| On Taba, May 18, I an hun for a Short | 
050 morning. I told him that the mob bad called 
out, as the King passed, No Fox—No Fox, 
which I did not like. He said, They were right, 
Sir.“ I said, I thought not; for it seemed to be 
making Mr. Fox the King's competitor. There 
F being no audience, so that there could be no triumph 
in a victory he fairly agreed with me. I said it 


eee 2 4 
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ee well, if explained thus: ¶ Let us have 
| no Fox; understanding it as a prayer to ee 
. n. to appoint that gentleman minister. 
| On Wednesday, May 19, I sat-a-part a the- even- I 
5 with bim, by ourselves. I observed, that the 5 
| Heath of our friends might be a consolation against 
| the fear of our own dissolution, because we might 
| have more friends in the other world than in this. 
He perhaps felt this as a reflection upon his appre- 
l bension as to death; and said, with heat, How can 
= Ton a man know where his departed friends are, or whe- 
| tber they will be his friends in the other world. 
Ho many friendships have you 'knowh ſormed upon 
principles of virtue? Mosi friendships. are formed by 
eee, eee dee er in er 


leagues in folly;”. A rhef ; 
Me talked of e enn Mr. n I 
He said, I know not Who will go to Heaven if 4 


Langton does not. Sir, Fcould almost say, Sit anima 
mea cum Langtons,” I mentioned a very eminent 
ſriend as a virtuous man. Jonxsox. © Yes, Sir; but 
— has not the eyangelical yirtue of Langton. 
—] mme es to pick * 
e . L162, ne 7 
He howeyer e MriJongten, with-what be 
thought want of judgement upon an interesting occa- 
Sion, ff When J was ill, (said he) I desired he would 
tell me eincerely in what he thought my liſe was 
faulty. Sir, he brought me a chect of paper, on 
which he had written down seyeral texts of Scripture, 
recommending obristian charity. And when I ques- 
_ tioned bim what occasion I had given for such an 
animad version, all that. be could say amounted to 
nn 2 acl in con · 


* a a A 
adn. Ms a. ti nds. Abd * * — — 
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versation. Now what harm does it do to any man to 
be contradicted ?” Bosw LI. I suppose be meant 
the manner of doing it; roughly, —and barshly.” 
Jonxsox. “ And who is the worse for that?“ Bos- 
WELL. It hurts people of weak nerves.” Jour 
soc. „I know no such weak-nerved people. Mr 
Burke, to whom I related this conference, said, «© It 
5s well, if when 4 man. comes 10 Jig he bes nothing 
heavier upon his conscience than e bean 4598 
rough in conversation. 

Jobnson, at the time when the: paper wes prevented 
ts him, though at first pleased with the attention of 
his friend, whom he thanked in an earnest manner, 
soon exclaimed, in a loud and angry tone, What is 
your driſt, Sir?“ Sir Josbua Reynolds pleasantiy 
observed, that it was a scene for a comedy, to see a 
rr 
conſessor.. 

I hape preserved no more of bs converration at 
de fes wheo/T our un during the rest of Wis 


© After all, 1 „ 
beriously requested by Dr. Johnson to mention what, appeared to 
him erroneops in the character of his friend, be was bound, as an 
honest man, to intimate what he really thought, which he certaiply 
did in the most delicate manner ; 30 that Johnson himself, when in 


a quiet frame of mind, was- pleased with it. The texts zuggested 
are now before me, and I shall quote a few of them. "oy | 


the meek, ſor they «ball inherit the earth.“ Mar. v. 

E 
worthy of the vocation wherewith ye ate called ; with all lowliness 
and meekness, with long-auffering, forbearing one another inlove,” 
Lobes. v. 1, 2—4 And above all these things put on charity, which 
is the bond of perſectness,'”* Col. iii. 24. Charity auffereth long, 
and is kind ; charity envieth got, charity yaunteth not itzelf, is not 


pulſed up: r 
1, . „ * 
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month, till Sunday, the goth of May, when. I met 
him in the evening at Mr. Hoole' s, where there was 
a large company both of ladies and gentlemen ; Sir 
James Johnston happened to say, that he paid no re- 
guard to the arguments of counsel at the bar of the 
House of Commons, because they were paid for 
speaking. Jonwrsow. © Nay, Sir r, argument is argu- 
ment. Jou cannot help paying regard to their ar- 
guments, if they are good. If it were testimony, you 
might disregard it, if you knew that it were pur- 


chased. There is à beautiful image in Bacon upon 


this subject: testimony is like an arrow shot from a 
long bow; the force of it depends on the strength of 
the hand that draws it. Argument is like an arrow 
from a cross-bow, which as qual 3 . 
by a child.” Ann 30; $013 


Hle bad dined that day at Mr. Hoole's, and Mis 


Helen Maria Williams being expected in the evening, 
Mr. Hoole put into his hands her beautiful '* Ode 
on the Peace:“ “ Johnson read it over, and when 


hs . and . pray young dy? 3 


* — tit very able atjcamany the Bar of Shel. 
- burne, now Marquis of Lansdown, which may fairly be considered 
28 er amen een en ee that 
time. ; MHA nen 3-400 AF e. 

. ved we unt lien ti Wok che epi her oaeah gives. 
I was erm to be obliged to ute It out; but T could not in jus- 
rice suffer it to remain, after this young lady had not only written 
in favour of the savage Anarchy with which France has been visited, 


but had (as I have been informed by good authority, walked, with- 


out horrour, over the ground at the Thuillieries, when it was 
strewed with the naked bodies of the faithful Swiss Guards, who 


were barbarously massacred for having bravely defended, against a 


crew of ruſfians, the Moirth whom they bad taken an oa 10 de 


fend. From Dr. Johnsun dhe could How" expect not endeurmest | 


3 1 \ | 3 46 SHR 0994 
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sented to him, he took her by the hand in the most 
courteous manner, and repeated the finest stanaa of 
her poem; this was the most delicate and pleasing 
compliment he could pay. Her respectable friend, 
Dr. Kippis, ſrom whom I had this anecdote, was 
standing by, and was not a little gratifiedt. 
Miss Williams told me, that the only other time, 
she was fortunate enough to be in Dr. Johnson's com- 
pany, he asked her to sit down by him, which sbe 
did, and upon her enquiring how he was, he answered, 
“ am very ill indeed, Madam. I am very ill even 
when you are near me; n e- 01 unn 
tee nnn TY 

fn Ee to-Onford; an his 
— after his illness; we talked of it ſor same 
days, and I had promised to accompany him. He 
was impatient and fretful to-night, because I did not 
at once agree to go with him on Thursday. When 
J considered how ill he had been, and what-allow- 
ance should be made for: the influence of sickness 


upon his temper, I resolved to indulge him, thoug 


with some inconvenience to myself, as I wished to 
attend the musical meeting in honour of Handel, in 
Westminster-Abbey, on the ſollowing Saturday. 
In the midst of his own diseases and pains, He was 
ever compassionate to the distresses of others, and 
actively earnest in procuring them aid, as appears 
ſrom a note to Sir Joshua Reynolds, of June, in 
these words: I am ashamed to ask for some relief 
for a poor man, to whom, I hope, I have giyen what 
J can be expected to spare. The man unportunes 
me, and the blow goes round. eee to try 
n 00 bi lch 
o Mang, June, the Oxford pation took 
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us up in the morning at Bolt- court. The other two 
passengers were Mrs. Beresford and her daughter, 


- 2wo-very agreeable ladies from America; they were 


going to Worcestershire, where they then resided. 


Frank had been sent by his master the day before to 


take places for us; and I found from” the way-bill, 
that Dr. Johnson had made our names be put down. 
Mrs. Beresford, who had bead it, whispered'me, Is 


she was then prepared to listen. As she soon 

pened to mention in a voice so loꝶ that 1 did 
not hear it, that her husband had been a member of 
the American Congress, I cautioned her to beware of 
iutroducing that subject, as she must know how, very 
n Johnson was against the people of that coun- 


He talked a great deal, but I am sorry I have 
preserved little of the conversation. Miss Beresſord was 


to much charmed, that she said to me aside, How 
he does talk | Every sentence is an essay. She amused 
herself in the coach with knotting ; he would scarcely 
allow this species af employment any merit. * Next 
to mere idleness (said he) I think knotting is to be 


reckoned in the scale of insignificance; though I 


once attempted to learn knotting. Dempster's sis- 
ter (locking n 7 US rp it; . 
ne 

I was surprised at his talking ee reserve in 
e publick post-coach of the state of his affairs; 
* T have (said be) about the world I think above a 


| thousand pounds, which I intend shall afford Frank 
an annuity of seventy pounds a year.” Indeed his 


openness with people at a first interview was remark- 
able! He said once to Mr. Langton, I think Iam 
A PLC ant The Journey to London, 


this the great Dr, Johnson)“ Amn. 80 


hs — a Wages" 


** 
— tant. td 9 


* Vn never strange in 4 Strange place.“ He was 
truly s0cial, He strongly censured what is much too 


'brought together za oom boſers de master or mis- 
tress of the house has appeared. Sir, that is being 


„ . „!! . JOHNSON, 


common in England among persons of condition, 


maintaining an absolute silence, when unknown to 


each other; as for instance, when 


= I 


odd. td then. thc 
* bas 


rights of humanity,” . R 


At the inn —— bs] was. n 


adi with itureibeme-mattintwliicloentutbd - 


dinner. The ladies I sa wondered to ses the great 
7, whose wisdom and wit they had been 


admiring all the way, get into ill- humour from zuch 


a cause. He scolded the waiter, saying, It is as 
bad as bad can mn 
ain 1 renn 

He bore the 
himself elevated as he approached Oxford, that mag- 


- nificent, and venerable scat of learning, Orthodozy, 


Jonrney very well, ee eee 


and Toryism. Frank came in the heavy coach, in | 


readiness to attend him; and we were received with 


the most polite hospitality at the house of his Ole 


friend Dr. Adams, Master of Pembroke College, 
who had given us a kind invitation. Before wewere 


set down, I communicated to Johnson, my having 


engaged to return to London directly, ſor the reason 
I have mentioned, but that I would hasten back to 
him again. He was pleased that I had made this 
journey merely to keep him company. He was easy 
and placid, with Dr. Adams, Mrs. and Miss Adams, 


and Mrs. Kennicot, widow of the learned Hebraan, 


who was here on a visit. He soon dispatched the 
inquiries which were made about bis illness and reco- 
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very, by a short and distinet narrative; and chen 
erer a gay oy ae 5 Swi, - ders 


1 vs. 56 
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eee Mind e denn 


mentioned, Johnson, recollecting the manner in 
vrhich he had been censured by that Prelate, thus 
retaliated : Tom knew he should be dead before 
what he has said of me — He durst not 
have printed it while he was alive. Ds. _— n 


zg 903 938. of beat LID 


Gu. Dr. Newton in bis eee dee | 


ting upon Mr. Gibbon's History, a Dr. Johnson's 17 Lives of 
the Poets afforded 1 more amusement ; ; bat candour was much hurt 
and offended at the male tolence that predominated i in every part. 
Some passages, it must be allowed, are judicious and well written, 
but make not sufficient compensation for so much spleen and ill hu- 
our. Never was any biographer more sparing of his praise, or 
more abundant in his censures. He seemingly delights more in ex- 
posing blemishes, than in recommending beauties ; slightly passes 
over excellencies, enlarges upon imperfections, AA net cohbent with 
his 0wn severe reflections, revives old scandal, and produces large 
quotations from tbe forgotten works of former criticks., His repu- 
tation was so high in the republick of letters, that it wanted not to 
be raised upon the ruins of others. But these Essays, instead of 
raising a higher idea than was before entertained of his understand. 
ing, have (certainly given the world a worse opinion of his temper. 
+ The Bishop was therefore the more surpriaed and concerned for 
his townsman, for he reipected bim not only for 1: roots and leary- 
ing. but valued him. much more for. the more amiable part of 4 his tha- 
racter, bis humanity and charity, his morality and religion.” The 
last sentence we may consider as the general and permanent opinion 
of Bishop Newton ; the remarks which precede it must, by all who 
have read Johneon's admirable work, be imputed to the disgust and 
F of old age. I -wish they had not appeared, and that 
r. Johnson had not been provoked by them to express himself, 
not in respectful terms, of a Prelate,' Whose labours were 58 851 
of rn bork to licerature and religion. 
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believe his Dissertations on the Prophecies is his 

great work. Jonxsõf © Why, Sir, it is, Tm 

5 | great work; but how far it is great, or how much of 

. N it is Tom's, are other questions. I fancy a consider- 
1 able part of it was borrowed.” Ds. Ap aus. „He 

was a very successful man.“ Jouxsow. I don't - 

think so, Sir. He did not get very high. He was 

late in getting what he did get; and he did not get 

une best means. I nn nen * gu flat- 


„ oe re oe ns 
* _ == 
*. 


rary;*\ and'at this time wrote out ſor me, in his 
hand, a ſuller account of that learned and venerable 
writer, which I have published, in its proper place. 
Johnson made a remark this evening which struck 5 
me a good deal. never (Said he) knew n hon- ; 
our ny ns mn: - Surely he IT 
1 | 2 is hih nor 208 3 wank A1 
I N 2 1 Tour to th Hebtides,” third edit. p. 37. 
4 | 3 The Rev, Mr. Agutter has favoured me with a note of a dia 
logue between'Mr. John Henderson, and Dr. Johnson on this to- 
pick, as related by Mr. Henderson, and it is evidently $0 authen- 
tick that I Shall here insert it : —=Hendaiou! . Wat do 5b thünle, 
Sir, of William Law!“ Jornson, & William Law, Sir, wrote 
the best piece of Parenetick Divinity ; but William Law was no 
reasoner. |, Hexoenson,. © Jeremy! Collier, Sir ' - - Joon. 
60 Jeremy Collier fought without a. rival, and. therefore. could not 
wa 6s victory.“ Mr. Henderson * and Kettle-, 


terer.“ Pony dc (ie 1434 CO Perot ro. Fred 74+ 17 
1 | I fulfled my harem n to Lemon and 
| returned to Oxford on Wednesday che gth of Junes: 
5 1 when I was: happy to find myself again in the sam 
. | agreeable circle at Pembroke College, with the com- 
| fortable prospect of making some stay. Johnson 
welcomed my return with mord than ordinaty glee. 
1 | He talked with great regard of the, Honourable 
| Archibald Campbell, whose character he had given vt 
|: the Duke of Argyll's table, hen we were at-lnye- | 


—_ 


VT NN ET 2 ey — — 3 


THE LIFE of —_—— 
t deny chat faculty to many of their writers; to 
Hickes, Brett, and other eminent divines of — 
persuasion; and did not recollect that the seven 
Biskhope, so justly celebrated for their magnanimous 
registance of arbitrary power, were yet Nonjurors to 
the now Government. - The norjuring clergy of 
Scotlond, indeed, who, excepting a few, bave lately, 
by a sudden stroke; cut off all ties of "allegiance to 


sent lawful Sovereign by name, may be thought to 
have confirmed this remark; as it may be said, that 
the divine indeſeasible hereditary right which they 
professed to believe, if ever true, must be equally true 
still. Many of my readers will be surprized when I 
mention, that ee eee ebe eee 
bis Ufe been in a'nonjuring'mecting-house. ' 
Nen morning at breakfast, he pointed out ads 
tage in Savage's Wanderer, saying “ These are 
fine verdes. A If (aid he) I had written with hosti- 
ty of Warburton in my Sbakepeare, I 'should bave 
\ qr tile couphery ene Feta YH e 


+ Here Learning, blinded first, and then beguil'd,. 
© Looks dark as Ignorance, as Fancy '” 
ee they'd. have fitted him-to a 7,“ bg.) 
Du. Abants. But you did not write against War- 
burton.” Jon. No, Sir, I treated him with 

great respect both in my Preface atid in my Notes.” 
Mrs. Kennicot spoke of her brother, the Reverend 
Mr. menen, who. had given up you, prot 


of he e 4 n bb nah} wee Ale, 
What do you think of Lesley?“ | Joumon. „ Charles Lesley 1 


had forgotten. ws een Fund ru en 
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pects in the Church of England on his conversion to 
the Roman Catholick faith. Johnson, who wannly” 
admired every man who acted from a conscientious 
regard to principle, ee e ecelamed be 

vently, Gop bless hin.?“ | 


Mrs. Kennicot, in confirmation of Dr. Jas 


opinion, that the present was not worse than former 
ages, mentioned that her brother assured her, there 
was now less infidelity on the Continent than there 
bad been; Voltaire and Rousseau were less read. 1 
asserted, from good authority, that Hume's infidelity” 
was certainly less read. Jom All infidel wri- 
ters drop into oblivion, when personal connections 
and the floridness of novelty are gone; though now 
and then a foolish fellow, who thinks he can be 
witty upon them, may bring them again into notice, 
There will sometimes start up a College joker, who 
does not consider that what is a joke in a College will 
not do in the world. To such defenders of Religion 


I would apply a stanza of a poem en PIT 


to ene in some old collection: 


FE een, 

1 Each iss bis einpt) brother 

Religion scorns a foe like thee, © 
” rn me en 


91 


cated; ; one, and not thee, should be e to 
Voller. E“ 


4 I have inserted the „ 
dat I have sivce found the poem itself, in “ The Foundling Hospi- 


tal for Wit, printed at London, 1749. It is as follows; 

4 © Eeicnam, cet i RON 
On Reason, Faith, and Mystery high, 
Tu . i 
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On the Roman Catbolick religion a midz * If you 
join the Papists externally, they will not interrogate ; 
you striotly as to your belief in their tenets, , No rea- 
soning Papist believes every article of their faith, ; 
There is one side on which a good man might be, 
persuaded to embrace it. A good man of a timarous 
disposition, in great doubt oſ his acceptance with Gop, 
and pretty credulous, might be glad to be oſ a church 
where there are so many belps to get to Heaven. I 


would be a Papist if L could. L have fear enough; 


of which I have a very great terrour. I wonder that 
women are not all Papists. Bosw LA.. They are 
not more afraid of death than men are.“ :Jonns0N.. 
Because they are less wicked.“ Du. Apans. 
They are more pious.” Jonxsox. “ No, hang 
em, they are not more pious. A wicked fellow is the 
— $4 to it. He'll beat una * 
piet :) uad $40 830334 NI, un- 
He argued in be be; — * 
tenets of the, Church of Rome. As to the giving 
the bread only, to the laity, he said, “ They may 
think, that in what. is merely ritunl, deviations from 


the primitiye, mode. may be admitted on; the ground 


of convenience, and 1 think they are as well war 
ranted to make this alteratiob, as we are to substitute e 
sprinkling in the room of the ancient n : : 


| * — believes he knows not why. 
6 O70 Nen tis all a fable. 


eee 
N kiss thy empty brother; 

« Religion laughs at foes like thee, © 
« And dreads a friend like t'other,” 
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to the invocation of saints, he said, © Though I do 


not think it authorised, it appears to me, that the 
communion of saints' in the Creed means the com- 
munion with the saints in Heaven, as connected with 
* The holy catholick church.“ He admitted the 
influence of evil spirits upon our minds, and said, 
« men who * the er Testament can 
deny it. 

2 2 Mn of Dr. Hard the Bighop.of 
Worcester's Sermons, and read to the company some 
passages from one of them, upon this text, “ Resist 
the Devil, and he will fly from you.” James iv. 7. I 
was happy to produce so judicious and elegant a 
supporter“ of a doctrine, which, I know not why, 
Should, in this world of imperfect knowledge, and, 


Waller, in "his de Divine Poesie,“ Canto first, has the zame 
thought finely expressed: 
« The Church triumphant, and the Church below, 
% In songs of praise their present union show 3 
| 4 Their joys are full; our expectation long, 
In life we differ, but we join in song; 
“ Angels and we assisted by this art, 1534 
1 May sing together, though we dwell apart.” 8 
* The Sermon thus opens :—* That there are e Spirits 


good and bad; that at the head of these last there is one more 
considerable and malignant than the rest, who, in the form; or under 


the name of a terpent, was deeply concerned in the fall of man, and 
whose head, as the prophetick language is, the son of man was one 
day to bruise 3 that th 5pirit, though that prophecy be in part 
completed, has not yet received his death's wound, but is still per- 
mitted, for ends untcarchable to vs, and in ways which we cannot 
particularly explain, to have certain degree of power in this world 
hostile to its virtue and h-ppiness, and sometimes exerted with too 
much success; all this is so clear from Scripture, that no believer, 
unless he be t of, all rooiled by philorophy and vain deceit, can 

possibly ente tain a doubt of it,” i 

Having treated of porcezarentsy his 1ordahip says, © *As I hare no 
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therefore, of wonder and mystery in a thousand 
instances, be contested by some with an an a 
assurance and flippancy. 5 5 
After dinner, when one of us tlked of there being | 
a great enmity between Whig and 'Tory ;—-Jonx- | 
son. Why not so much, I think, unless when ; 
they come into competition with each other. 'There 8 
is none when they are only common acquaintance, | 
none when they are of different sexes. A Tory will 
marry into a Whig family, and a Whig into a Tory f 
family, without any reluctance. But indeed, in a | 
matter of much more concern than political tenets, | 
and that is religion, men and women do not concern 'S 
nee much theres difference of en and : 


72 A 
ts * 1 = — abs 
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authority to affirm ks such, $0 neither may TI 
presume to say with confidence, that there are not any. _ 


But then with regard to the influence of evil spirits at this day 

upon the sous of men, I shall take leave to be a great deal more 
peremptory. [ Then, having stated the various proofs, he adds, ] 
All this, I say, is s manifest to every one who reads the Scriptures, 
that, if we respect their authority, the question concerning the re- 
ality of the demoniack avi r © 669 enn of 2 
determined. 

Let it be remembered, that ee ee of an an- 
riquated or obseure enthusiast, but of a learned and polite Prelate 
now alive ; and were spoken, not to a vulgar congregation, but to þ 
the Honourable Society of Lincoln's-Ian, His Lordship in this a 
; Sermon explains the words, © deliver us from evil,” in the Lord's ; 
; Prayer, as eigniſying a request to be protected from ii the evil ane, 

| that is, the Devil. This is ell illustrated in a short but excellent 3 
Commentary by my late worthy friend, the Reverend Dr. Lon, of E 
whom it may truly be said, Multis illi ponis flebilis occidits It is J 
 gemarkable - that Waller, in his © Reflections on the 5everal'Peti. * l 
tions, in that sacred form of devotion,” has understood this in the J 
SAING sene | ' 
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ladies set no value on the moral character of men 
who pay their addresses to them; the greatest pro- 
fligate will be as well received as the man of the 
greatest virtue, and this by a very good woman, by 
a woman who says her prayers three times à day.“ 
Our ladies endeavoured to defend their sex from this 
charge; but he roared them down! © No, no, a 
lady will take Jonathan Wild as readily as St. Austin, 
if he bas threepence more; and, what is worse, her 
parents will give her to him. Women have a per- 
petual envy of our vices; they are less vicious than 
we, not from choice, but because we restrict them; 
they are the slaves of order and fashion; their virtue 
is of more consequence to us than our own, 80 far as 
concerns this world.“ 

Miss Adams mentioned a gentleman of licentious 
character, and said, Suppose 1 had a mind to 
marry that gentleman, would my parents consent?“ 

Jenxsox. “ Yes, they'd consent, and you'd go. 
You'd go though they did not consent.“ Miss 
| | Avans. © ering their opposing might make me 
go.” Jorxgon. O, very well; you'd take one 
I q whom you think a had man, to have the' pleasure of | 
vexing your parents. You put me in mind of Dr. 
Barrowby, the physician, who was very fond -of 


— 


= swine's flech. One day, when he was eating it, he | 
J said, I wish J was a Jew.'—* Why so? (said some- | 
| f body); the Jews are not allowed to eat your favourite a | 
E ; meat. Because, (said he,) I should then have ihy 
I | gust of eating it, with the pleasure of sinning,”— [1] 


Johnson then proceeded in his declamation. 


* 


: Miss Adams soon afterwards made an ee | + It 
I that I do not Wen which pleased bim much: || 
1 | N Xx 2 | | 


- F 
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should be so much excellence n with 80 much 
depravity, is strange“ 

Indeed, this lady's good e merit, and ac- 
complishments, and her constant attention to Dr. 
Johnson, were not lost upon him. She happened 
to tell him that a little coffee-pot, in which she had 
made his coffee, was the only thing she could call 
her own, He turned to her with a complacent gal- 
lantry, Don't say so, my dear: 1 4.19147: eg 

reckon my heart as nothing.“. 

Lande eee e Gies he had 
said lately, * I am for the King against Fox; but I 
am for. Fox against Pitt.“ Jon xs. © Yes, Sir; 
the King is Wer but T4 not Wanne 
and Fox is my friend.“ 

Fox, (added he,) is a most extraordinary man; 
here is a man (describing him in strong terms of 
objection in some respects according as he appre- 
hended, but which exalted his abilities the more) 
who has divided the Kingdom with Cæsar; so that 
it was a doubt whether the nation should be ruled 
by the sceptre of "ny the Third, or the en 
of Fe 

Dr. Wall, physician at Oxford, drank tea > mich: us. 
Johnson bad in general a peculiar pleasure in the 
company of physicians, which was certainly not 
abated by the conversation of this learned, ingeni- 
ous, and pleasing gentleman. Johnson said, © It is 
wonderful how little good Radcliffe's travelling ſel- 
lowships have done. I know nothing that has been 
imported by them; yet many additions to our me- 
dical knowledge might be got in foreign countries. 
Inoculation, for instance, has saved more lives than 
war destroys: and the cures perſormed by the Peru- 


. b. 1784. Da. JOHNSON. 309 
vian- bark are innamerable. But it is in vain to send 
our travelling physicians to France, and Italy, and 
Germany, for all that is known there is known here; 
I'd send them out of Sars; Pd send them 
among barbarous nations.“ 
On Friday, June 11, we talked at beats of 

' forms of prayer. Jonxsox. © I know of no good 
prayers but those in the © Book of Common Prayer.” 
Dr. Apans, (in a very earnest manner): “ wish, 
Sir, you would compose some family © prayers.” 
Jonxsox. “I will not compose prayers for. you, Sir, 
because you can do it for yourself. But I have 
thought of getting together all the books of prayers 
which I could, selecting those which should appear 
to me the best, putting out some, inserting others, 
adding some prayers of my own, and prefixing a dis- 
eourse on prayer.“ We all now gathered about 
him, and two or three of us at a time joined in pres- 
sing him to execute this plan. He seemed to be a 
little displeased at the manner of our importunity, 
and in great agitation called out, Do not talk thus 
of what is so aweful. I know not what time Gow 
will allow me in this world. There are many things 
which I wish to do.” Some of us persisted, and 
Dr. Adams said, I never was more serious about 
any thing in my liſe.“ Jonxsoxv. “ Let me alone, 
let me alone; I am overpowered.“ And then he 
put his hands beſore his face, and reclined-for dome 
time upon the table, 7 1 
I mentioned Jeremy Taylor's using, in 1. es 
of prayer, „I am the chief of sinners,” and other 
such sclf-condemning expressions. Now, (said I) 
this cannot be said with truth by every man, and 
therefore is improper for à general printed form, 
I myself cannot say that I am the worst of men; J 


— 1 _ 
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will not say 80. Jonxsox. A man may know, 
that physically, that is, in the real state of things, 


be is not the worst man; but that morally he may 
be so. Law observes, that © Every man knows some- 


thing worse of himself, than he is sure of in others. 
Lou may not have committed such crimes as some 
men have done; but you do not know against what 


degree of light they have sinned. Besides, Sir, 


© the- chief of sinners' is a mode of expression for 
J am a great sinner.“ So St. Paul, speaking of our 
SAvIOUR'S having died to save sinners, says, of 


whom I am the chief: yet he certainly did not think 


himself so bad · as Judas Iscariot. BoswzLL. * But, 


Sir, Taylor means it literally, ſor he ſounds a con- 


ceit upon it. When praying ſor the conversion of 
sin ners, and of himself in particular, he says, Lonp, 
thou wilt not leave thy chief work undone.“ Joun- 
SON. I do not approve of figurative expressions in 


addressing the Supreme Being; and I never use 
them. Taylor gives a very good advice: Never 


lie in your prayers; never conſess more than you 
really believe; never protnise more than you mean 
to perform.” I revgllevted this precept in his Golden 
Grove; but ee ee ſor e ee his 
Precept. 

Dr. Johnach nd; I went in 1 Dr: 4 . Jo 
dine wich Dr. Nowell, Principal of St. Mary Hall, 


at his beautiful villa at Iffley, on the banks of the 


Isis, about two miles from Oxſord. While we were 
upon the road, I had the resolution to ask Johnson 


whether he thought that the roughness of his man- 
ner had been an advantage or not, and if he would 


not have done more good if he bad been more 
e re eee FO” 
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haps it has been of advantage, as it has given weight 
to what you said: you could not, perhaps, have 
talked with such authority without it.” Jonngox. 
No, Sir; I have done more good as I am. Ob- 
scenity and Impiety have always been repressed in 


my company.” BoswELL. © True, Sir; and that is 


more than can be said of every Bishop. Greater 


| liberties have been taken in the presence of a Bishop, 


though a very good man, from his being milder, and 
thereſore not commanding such awe. Yet, Sir, 


many people who might have been benefited by your 


conversation, have been frightened away. A worthy 


friend of ours has told me, that he has often been 


afraid to talk to you.” - Joxxson, “ Sir, he need 
not have been afraid, if he had any thing rational to 
say. If he had not, it was better he did not talk.“ 

Dr. Nowell is celebrated for having preached a 
sermon before the House of Commons, on the 30th 


of January, 1772, full of high Tory sentiments, for 


which he was thanked as usual, and printed it at 
their request; but, in the midst of that turbulence 
and faction which disgraced a part of the present 


reign, the thanks were afterwards ordered to be ex- _ 
punged. This strange conduct sufficiently exposes 


itself; and Dr. Nowell will ever have the honour 


which is due to a lofty friend of our monarchical 


constitution. Dr. Johnson said to me, “Sir, the 
Court will be very much to blame, if he is not pro- 


moted. I told this to Dr. Nowell, and asserting my 
humbler, though not less zealous exertions in the 
same cause, I suggested that whatever return we 
might receive, we should still have the consolation of 


being like Butler's steady and generous Royalist, 
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ee True as the dial to the sun, 
Although it be not shone upon. 
We were well entertained and very happy at Dr. 
Nowell's, where was a very agreeable company, and 
we drank © Church and King” ue cles, with 
true Tory cordiality. 1 
We talked of a certain clergyman of extraordinary 
FR ins who by exerting his talents in writing on 


temporary topicks, and displaying uncommon intre- 


Pidity, had raised himself to affluence. I maintained 
that we ought not to be indignant at his success; 
for merit of every sort was entitled to reward. 
Jonwsox, * Sir, I will not allow this man to have 
merit. No, Sir; what he has is rather the contrary ; 
I will, indeed, allow him courage, and on this ac- 
count we so far give him credit. We have more 
respect for a man who robs boldly on the highway, 
than for a fellow who jumps out of a ditch, and 
knocks you down behind your back. Courage is 
a quality so necessary for maintaining yirtue, that it 
is * reopected, even wits it is e with | 
| vice.” 

Xx Pere the coarse invectives db were be- 
come fashionable in the House of Commons, and 
said that if members of parliament must attack each 
other personally in the beat of debate, it should be 
done more genteely. Jonxsox. No, Sir; that 
would be much worse. Abuse is not so dangerous 
when there is no vehicle of wit or delicacy, no subtle 

conveyance. The difference between coarse and re- 
fined abuse is as the difference between being bruised 
by a club, and wounded by a poisoned arrow. —1 


bave since observed his position oy 9 
by Dr. Young : Wigs 1 
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« As the soft plume gives swiftness to the dart, 
* Good breeding sends the satire to the heart.“ 


On Saturday, June 12, there drank tea with us at 
Dr. Adams's, Mr. John Henderson, student of Pem- 
broke-College, celebrated for his wonderful acquire- 
ments in Alchymy, Judicial Astrology, and other 
abstruse and curious learning ;? and the Reverend 
Herbert Croft, who, I am afraid, was somewhat 
mortifted by Dr, Johnson's not being highly pleased 
with some Family Discourses,” which he had | 
printed; they were in too familiar a style to be ap- 

proved of by so manly a mind. I have no note of 
this evening's conversation, except a single fragment. 
When I mentioned Thomas Lord Lyttelton's vision, 
the prediction of the time of his death, and its 
exact fulfilment ;—Jouxsoy. © It is the most ex- 
traordinary thing that has happened in my day. I 
heard it with my own ears, from. his uncle, Lord 
Westcote. Iam so glad to have every evidence of 
the spiritual world, that I am willing to believe it.?“ 
Ds. Apans. © You have evidence enough; good 
evidence, which needs nat such support.“ Jonxsox. | 

I like to have more.” 

Mr. Henderson, with whom I had sauntered in 
the venerable walks of Merton-College, and found 
him a very learned and pious man, supped with us. 
Dr. Johnson surprised him not a little, by acknow- 
ledging with a look of horrour, that he was much 
oppressed by the fear of death. The amiable Dr. 

Adams suggested that Gop was infinitely good. | [1 
Jonxsox. That he is infinitely good, as far as the | 1 
perfection o of his nature will allow, 1 certainly be- a | 


© Sev. account of him, in a cermas by the Reverend" Mr, 
Agutter. | | 


* 
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live; but it is necessary for good upon the whole, 


that individuals should be punished. As to an indi- 


of those who shall be damned.” (looking dismally.) 
Dr. Apans. © What do you mean by damned?“ 
Jonxsox. (passionately and loudly) “ Sent to Hell, 
Sir, and punisbed everlastingly.” ' Dr. Apans. 1 
don't believe that doctrine.” Jonxsox. © Hold, Sir, 
do you believe that some will be punished at all?“ 
Du. Ab Ants. Being excluded from Heaven will be 


suffering.“ Jokxsox. “ Well, Sir; but, if you ad- 
mit any degree of pinishment, there is an end of 
your argument for infinite goodness simply consi- 


 dered ; for, infinite goodness would inflict no punish- 


ment whatever. There is not infinite goodness phy- 
sically considered; morally there is.” BoswzLL. 
% But may not a man attain to such a degree of hope 


as not to be uneasy from the fear of death? Jonx- 
sox. ©* A man may have such a degree of hope as to 
| keep him quiet. You see I am not quiet, from the 


vehemence with which I talk; but I do not despair.” 


Mss. Apams. © You seem, Sir, to forget the merits 


of our Redeemer,” Jonxsox. Madam, I do not 


forget the merits of my Redeemer ; but my Re- 


deemer has said that he will set dome on his right 


- hand and some on his left.” —He was in gloomy agi- 


tation, and said, © I'll have no more on't.”—If what 
has now been stated should be urged by the enemies 
of Christianity, as if its influence on the mind were 
not benignant, let it be remembered, that Johnson's 


temperament was melancholy, of which such direful 


pvidual, therefore, he is not infinitely good; and as 1 
cannot be gure that I have fulfilled the conditions on 
which salvation is granted, I am afraid I may be one 


a punishment; yet there may be no great positive 


apprehensions of futurity are often a common effect. 
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We shall presently see that when he approached 
nearer to his aweful change, his mind became tran- 


quil, and he exhibited as much fortitude as becomes a 
thinking man in that situation. 


From the subject of death we passed to discourse 
of life, whether it was upon the whole more happy or 
miserable. Johnson was decidedly for the balance of 
my in confirmation of which I maintained, that 


1 


0 The Reverend Mr. Ralph Churton, Fellow of Brazen- Nose 
College, Oxford, has faroured me with the following remarks on 


my Work, which he is pleased to say, 41 927 hitherto extolled, 
and cordially approve,” 

he chief part of what 1 have to observe is contained in the 
following transcript from a letter to a friend, which, with his con- 
currence, I copied for this purpose; and, whatever may be the 
merit of j justness of the remarks, you may be sure that being written 
to a most intimate friend, without any intention that they ever 
should go farther, they are the * e sentimenta 


eee 


5 N „ 6, 1 

Laer week, I was reading the second volume of Boowell's 
Johnson, with increasing esteem for the worthy authour, and in- 
creazing veneration of the wonderful and excellent man who is the 
zubject of it. The writer throws in, now and then, very properly 
some setious religious reflections; but there is one remark, in my 
mind an obvious and just one, which I think he has not made, that 


Johnson's © morbid melancholy,” and constitutional inf rmi ties, 


were intended by Providence, like St. Paul's thorn in the flesh, tu 
check intellectual conceit and arrogance; which the consciousness 
of his extrabtdinary talents, awake as he was to the voice of praise, 
might otherwise have generated in a very culpable degree. An. 
other observation strikes me, that in consequence of the same natu- 
ral indis position, and habitual sicklines, (for he says he scarcely 
passed one day without pain after his twentieth year,) he considered 
and represented human life, as a scene of much greater misery than is 
generally experienced. "There may be persons bowed down with 


affliction all their days ; and there are those, no doubt, Whose ini- 
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no man would choose to lead over again the life 
22 eee At nen acceded to . 


* 1 


quities rob them of nx; ane eee I hope 
and believe, do $0 much and so generally abound, as to justify the 
dark picture of life which Johnson's imagination designed, and his 
strong pencil delineated. This I am sure, the colouring is far too 
gloomy for what I have experienced, though as far as I can remem- 
ber, I have had more sickness, (I do not say more severe, but only 
more in quantity, than falls to the lot of most people. But then 
daily debility and occasional sickness were far overbalanced by in- 
tervenient days, and, perhaps, weeks void of pain, and overflowing 
with comfort, So that i in short, to return to the subject, human life, 
as far as I can perceive from experience or observation, is not that 
state of constant wretchedness which Johnson always insisted at was; 
which misrepresentation, {for such it surely is,) his Biographer has 
nat corrected, I SUPPOSE, because, unhappuly, . he has himself a large 
Ttion of melancholy in his constitution, and fancied the pre 2 
| copy of life.” | 
Ibe learned F in his letter to me: 
J have conversed with some sensible men on this subject, who 
all seem to entertain the same sentiments respecting life with those 
which are expressed or implied in the foregoing paragraph. 
might be added that as the representation here spoken of, appears 
not consistent with fact and experience, z0 neither does it seem to be 
countenanced by Scripture. There is, perhaps, no part of the sacred 
volume which at first sight promises so much to lend its sanction to 
these dark and desponding notions as the book of Ecclesiastes, 
which so often, and so emphatically, proclaims the vanity of things 
sublunary, But the design of this whole book, (as it has been 
justly obseryed,) is not to put us out of conceit with life, but to cute 
our vain expectations of a compleat and perfect happiness in this 
world; to convince us, that there is no such thing to be found in 
mere external enjoyments ;—and to teach us to seek for happiness 
in the practice of virtue, in the knowledge and love of God; and in 
the hopes of a better life, For this is the application of all: Let u 
bear, &c. xii; 13. Not only his duty, but his happiness 200 ; For 
God, &c. ver. 14.—8ee Sherlock en Providence, p. 299. 
* The New Testament tells us, indeed, and most truly, that 
+ sufficient unte the day is the evitthereof; and, therefors, 
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opinion in the strongest terms. This is an inquiry 
often made; and its being a subject of disquitition is 


wisely forbids us to increase our burden by forebodings of gorraws 3 
but I think it no where says that even our ordinary afflictions are 
not consistent with a very considerable degree of positive comfort 
and satisfaction. And, accordingly, one whose sufferings as well 
as merits were conspicuous, assures us, that in proportion * as the 
zufferings of Christ abounded in them, so their consolation also 
abounded by Christ.“ 2 Cor. i. 5. It is needless to cite, as in- 
deed it would be endless even to refer to, the multitude of passages 
in both Testaments holding out, in the strongest language, promises 
of blessings, even in this world, to the faithful servants of Gop, I 
will only refer to St. Luke xviii. 29, 30. and 1 Tim. iv. 8. | 
pon the whole, setting aside instances of great and lasting 
bodily pain, of minds peculiarly oppressed by melancholy, and of 
severe temporal calamities, from which extraordinary cases, we 
surely should not form our estimate of the general tenour and com- 
plexion of life; excluding these from the account, I am convinced 
that as well the gracious constitution of things which Providence 
has ordained, as the declarations of Scripture and the actual expe- 
rience of individuals, authorize the sincere Christian to hape that 
his humble and constant endeavours to perform his duty, checquered 
as the best life is with many failings, will be crowned with a greater 
degree of present peace, serenity and comfort, than he could reagon- 
ably permit himself to expect, if he measured his views and Judged 
of life from the opinion of Dr. Johnson, often and energetically ex- 
pressed in the Memoirs of him, without any animad version or cen- 
sure by his ingenious Biographer. If He himself, upon reviewing 
the subject, shall see the matter in this light, he will, in an octavo 
edition, which is eagerly expected, make such additional remarks 
or corrections as he shall judge fit; lest the impressions which these 
discouraging passages may leave on the reader's mind, should in 
any degree hinder what otherwise the whole spirit and energy of 
the work tends, and, 1 "_ successfully, to nn mora- 
Though 1 have, 3 in some degree, obviated any 1 against 
my illustrious friend's dark views of life, when considering, in the 
course of this Work, his « Rambler . and his “ Rassclas, I am 
obliged to Mr. Churton for complying with my request of his yer- 
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| proof that much misery presses upon human feel- 


ings ; for those who are conscious of a ſelicity of ex- 
istence, would never hesitate to accept of a repeti- 
tion of it. I have met with very few who would. I 
have heard Mr. Burke make use of a very ingenious 
and plausible argument on this subject; © Every 
man (said he) would lead his life over again; for, 
every man is willing to go on and take an addition to 
his life, which, as he grows older, he has no reason to 
think will be better, or even so good as what has pre- 


mission to insert his e e of the weight of 
what he judiciously suggests as to the melancholy in my own con- 
stitution. meme 


PFialeant, quantum vale re postum. 


Mr. Churton concludes his letter to me in Mee words? « Once, 
and only once, I had the satisfaction of seeing your illustrious friend; 
and as I feel a particular regard for all whom he distinguished with 


his esteem and friendship, so I derive much pleasure from reflecting 


that I once beheld, though but transiently near our College gate, 
one whose works will for ever delight and improve the world, who 


was a sincere and zealous son of the Church of England, an ho- 
nour to his country, and an ornament to human nature.” 

His letter was accompanied with a present from himself of his 
« Sermons at the Bampton Lecture,” and from his friend, Dr. Town. 
$01, the venerable Rector of Malpas, in Cheshire, of his « Dis- 
courses on the Gospels, together with the following extract of a 
letter from that excellent person, who is now gone to receive the 


reward of his labours : Mr. Boswell is not only very entertaining 


in his works, but they are 50 replete with moral and religious senti- 
ments, without an instance, as far as I know, of a contrary ten- 


dency, that I cann6t help havidg « ese for hi 1 und yon 


think such a trifle as a copy of the Discourses, er dens ant boris, 


would be acceptable to him, I should be happy to give him this 
mall testimony of my regard. 


—̃—— of -upprotiacion” ee vvch inen, 


without any personal acquaintance with me, are truly valuable and 


encouraging. 
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ceded.” I imagine, however, the truth is, that there 
is a deceitful hope that the next part of life will be 
free from the pains, and anxieties, and sorrows, which 
we have already felt. We are for wise purposes 
* Condemn'd to Hope's delusive mine ;” as Johnson 


finely says; and I may also quote the celebrated lines 


of Dryden, equally philosophical and poetical : 


0 When I consider life, tis all a cheat, 

« Yet fool'd with hope, men favour the deceit; 
“ Trust on, and think to-morrow will repay ; _ 
© To-morrow's falser than the former day; 
Lies worse; and while it says we shall be blest 
With some new joys, cuts off what we possest. 


40 Strange cozenage ! none would live past years 


again; 
Vet all hope pleasure in what yet remain; 
* And from the dregs of life think to receive, 
« What che first rightly running could not 
give.“ 


It was observed to Dr. Johnson, that it a 
strange that he, who has so often delighted his com- 


pany by his lively and brilliant conversation, should 


say he was miserable. Jonxsox. Alas! it is all 
outside; I may be cracking my joke, and cursing 
the sun. Sun, how I hate thy beams” I knew not 
well what to think of this declaration ; whether to 


hold it as a genuine picture of his mind,“ or as the 


effect of * persuading bimself er __ that 


0 We at Act. i iv. Sc. 1. | 2 
* Yet there is no doubt chat + man may appear-yery gay in 


company who is sad at heart. His merriment is like the sound of 


drums and trumpets ip a battle, to W the wounded 
and dying. 
1 , 
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the position which he had assumed as to human un- 
happiness, was true. We may apply to him a sen- 
tence in Mr. Greville's “ Maxims, Characters, and 
Reflections; aà book which is entitled to much 
more praise than it has received : ** ARISTARcHbs is 
charming: how full of knowledge, of sense, of sen- 
timent. You get him with difficulty to your sup- 


per; and after having delighted every body and him- 


self for a few hours, he is obliged to return home ;— 


he is finishing his treatise, to prove chat unhappiness 


is the portion of man. 
On Sunday, June 13, our philosopher was calm at 


breakfast. There was something exceedingly plea- 


sing in our leading a College life, without restraint, 
and with superiour elegance, in consequence of our 
living in the Master's house, and having the com- 
pany of ladies. Mrs. Kennicot related, in his pre- 


sence, a lively saying of Dr. Johnson to Miss Hannah 


More, who had expressed a wonder that the poet who 
had written © Paradise Lost, should write such poor 
Sonnets : Milton, Madam, was a genius that 


could cut a Colossus from a rock ; but could. not 


carve heads upon cherry-stones.“ 


We talked of the casuistical question, Whether it 


was allowable at any time to depart. from Tru?“ 
Jonxsox. The general rule is, that Truth should 
never be violated, because it 1s of the utmost import- 
ance to the comfort of life, that we should have a full 
security by mutual ſaith; and occasional inconveni- 
encies should be willingly suffered that we may pre- 
serve it. There must, however, be some exceptions. 
If, for instance, a murderer should ask you which 


* 


"« Vigo 19. 
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way a man is gone, you may tell him what is not 
true, because you are under a previous obligation not 
to betray a man to a murderer.” BoswzLL. © Sup-- 
posing the person who wrote Junius were asked whe- 
ther he was the authour, might he deny it?“ Jonx- 
80n. © I don't know what to say to this. If you 
were gure that he wrote Junius, would you, if he 
denied it, think as well of him afterwards ? Yet it 
may be urged, that what a man has no right to ask, 


you may refuse to communicate; and there is no 


other effectual mode of preserving a secret and an im- 


portant secret, the discovery of which may be very 
hurtful to you, but a flat denial; for if you are silent, 
or hesitate, or evade, it will be held equivalent to a 
confession. But stay, Sir; here is another case. 
Supposing the authour had told me confidentially that 
he had written Junius, and I were asked if he had, I 
should hold myself at liberty to deny it, as being under 
a previous promise, express or implied, to conceal it. 
Now what I ought to do for the authour, may I not 


do for myself? But I deny the lawfulness of telling a 


lie to a sick man for fear of alarming him. You have 
no business with consequences; you are to tell the 
truth. Besides, you are not 'sure what effect your 
telling him that he is in danger may have. It may' 


bring his distemper to a crisis, and that may cure hitn. 


Of all lying, I have the greatest abhorrence of this, 
because I believe it has been frequently praetised on 
myself.” 

I cannot help thinking that there is much weight 
in the opinion of those who have held, that Truth, as 
an eternal and immutable principle, ought, upon no 
account whatever, to be violated, from supposed pre- 
vious or superiour obligations, of which every man 

vol. IV, * 


322 THE LIFE OF [ ETAT. 75. 


being to judge for himself, there is great danger that 
we too often, from partial motives, persuade ourselves 
that they exist; and probably whatever extraordinary 
instances may sometimes occur, where some evil may 
be prevented by violating this noble principle, it 


would be found. that human happiness would, upon 


the whole, be more perfect were Truth universally 
preserved. 

In the notes to the Dunciad, we find the fol- 
lowing verses, addressed to Pope: * 


« While malice, Pope, denies thy page 
© Its own celestial fire; 
„ While criticks, and while bards in rage 
Admiring, won't admire : 


„ While wayward pens thy worth assail, 

And envious tongues decry ; 

These times, though many a friend bewail, 
i These times bewail not I. 


4. But when ha wikis loud praise is thine, 
And spleen no more shall blame; 
When with thy Homer thou shalt shine 


In one establish'd fame ! 
0 


« When none shall rail, and every lay 
Devote a wreath to thee: | 
That day (for come it will) that day - 

« Shall I lament to see. 


e n that they should 


appear without a name. Miss Seward, knowing Dr. 


2 The annotator calls them * amiable verses,”* _ 
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| Johnson's almost universal and minute literary infor- 
= | | mation, signified a desire that I should ask him who 
TY | | was the authour. He was prompt with his answer: 
: * Why, Sir, they were written by one Lewis, who 

l | was either nnder-master or an usher of Westminster- 
school, and published a Miscellany, in which“ Gron- 
1 gar Hill“ first came out.“ Jobnson praised them 
| highly, and repeated them with a noble animation. 

In the twelfth line, instead of © one establish'd fame,” 


| f he repeated “ one unclouded flame,” which he 
i thought was the reading in former editions: but I 
\ | believe was a flash of his own genius. It is much 


more poetical than the other. 
| On Monday, June 14, and Tuesday, 15, Dr. John- 
* IE son and I dined, on one of them, I forget which, with 
| | Mr. Mickle, translator of the“ Lusiad,” at Wheat- 
_ ley, a very pretty country place a few miles from Ox- 
| ford ; and on the other with Dr. Wetherell, Master 
| of University-College. From Dr. Wetherell's he 
| went to visit Mr. Sackville Parker, the bookseller ; 


ee 
e 


8 * * a. S 
_- "* FJ "oy 0 
* * n 


g * [Lewis's Verses addressed to Pope, (as Mr. Bindley suggests 

T | to me,) were first published in a Collection of Pieces in verse and 

| | prose on occasion of the Dunciad, 8vo. 1732. They are there 
called an Epigram. They do not appear in Lewis's own Miscel- 
lany, printed in 1926. - © Grongar Hill,“ the same gentleman ob- 
serves, was first printed in Savage's Miscellanies, as an Ode, (it is, 
singular that Johnson should not have recollected this,) and was 
reprinted in the same year, in Lewis's Miscellany, in the form 1 it 
now bears. 

« Lewis,” the Rev. Mr. Blake way adds, “ was one of the Ush- 
ers of Westminster School, and is, I think, buried in the Cloisters.“ 
He also published, if I am not mistaken, the Laus Wertmonasterien- 
get, a Collection of Latin Epigrams, and Prologues by the boys 
there. In his Miscellanies, 1326, the beautiful poem, —* Away, 
let nought to love, displeasing ;'— (reprinted in Percy's © — 
vol. i. book iii. No. 14,) first appeared ] 
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and when he returned to us, gave the following ac- 
count of his visit, saying, I have been to see my 
old friend, Sack. Parker; I find he has married his 
maid ; he has done right. She had lived with him 
many years in great confidence, and they had mingled 
minds; I do not think he could have found any wiſe 
that would have made him so happy. The woman 
was very attentive and civil to me; she pressed me 
_ to fix a day for dining with them, and to say what I 
| liked, and she would be sure to get it for me. Poor 
Sack! He is very ill, indeed. We parted as never 
| to meet again. It has quite broke me down.” This 
+» pathetick narrative was strangely diyersified with the 
graye and earnest defence of a man's having married 
bis maid. I could not but feel it as in some degree 
ludicrous.. 

In the morning of Tuesday, June 13, while we sat 
at Dr. Adams's, we talked of a printed letter from 
the Reverend Herbert Croft, to a young gentleman 
who had been his pupil, in which he advised him to 
read to the end of whatever books he should begin to 
read. Jonxsow. This is surely a strange advice; 
you may as well resolve that whatever men you hap- 
pen to get acquainted with, you are to keep to them 
for life. A book may be good for nothing; or there 
may be only one thing in it worth knowing; are we 
to read it all through ? These Voyages, (pointing to 
the three large volumes of Voyages to the South 
Sea,” which were just come out) who will read them 

through? A man had better work his way before the 7 
mast, than read them through; they will be eaten i 
by rats and mice, before they are read through. 1 
There can be little entertainment in such books; one ; 
set of Savages is like another.” Boswzz:. © I do F 
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not think the people of Otaheits can be reckoned Sa- 
vages.” JonxxsoN. © Don't cant in defence of Sa- 
vages. * BosweLL. © They have the art of naviga- 
tion.” Jonxsox. A dog or a cat can swim.“ Bos- 
WELL. * They carve very ingeniously.” Jonxsox. 
« A cat can scratch, and a child with a nail can 


scratch. I perceived this was none of the mollia 


tempori fandi; so desisted. 

Upon his mentioning that when he came to Col- 
lege he wrote his first exercise twice over; but never 
did so afterwards ; Miss Apams. © I suppose, Sir, you 
could not make them better? Jonxs0N. © Yes, Ma- 
dam, to be sure, I could make them better. Thought 
is better than no thought.” Miss Avpans. “ Do 
you think, Sir, you could make your Ramblers bet- 
ter?” Jouxsov. © Certainly I could. „ BoswELL. 
« Þ'Il lay a bet, Sir, you cannot.” Jonxson. © But 
J will, Sir, if I choose. I shall make the best of them 
you shall pick out, better /—BoswtLL. © But you 
may add to them. I will not allow of that.” Jonx- 
so. “ Nay, Sir, there are three ways of making 
them better; puttingout, — adding, —orcorrecting.“ 

During our visit at Oxford, the following conver- 
sation passed between him and me on the subject of 
my trying my fortune at the English bar: Having 
asked whether a very extensive acquaintance in Lon- 


don, which was very valuable, and of great advantage 


to a man at large, might not be prejudicial to a laws 
yer, by preventing him from giving sufficient atten- 


tion to his business; JoNs oN.“ Sir, you will attend 
to business, as business lays hold of you. When not 
actually employed, you may see your friends as much 
as you do now. Lou may dine at a Club every day, 


and sup with one of the members every night; and 
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you may be as much at publick places as one who has 
seen them all would wish to be. But you must take 
care to attend constantly in Westminster-Hall; both 
to mind your business, as it is almost all learnt there, 
(ſor nobody reads now;) and to shew that you want 
to have business. And you must not be too oſten 
seen at publick places, that competitors may not have 
it to say, He is always at the Playhouse or at Ra- 
nelagh, and never to, be found at his. chambers.” 

And, Sir, there must be a kind of solemnity in the 
manner of a professional man. I have nothing par- 
ticular to say to you on the subject. All this I should 
say to any one; I abould have said it to Lord Thur- 

low twenty years ago.“ | 
Tux Pnorkssiox may ptobably think this repre- 
sentation of what is required in a Barrister who would 


hope for success, to be by much too e but 
certain it is, that as 


* The wits of Charles found easier ways to fame,” 


some of the lawyers of this age who have risen bigh, 
have by no means thought it ee necessary to 
submit to that long and painful course of study which 
a Plowden, a Coke, and a Hale considered as requi- 
site. My respected friend, Mr. Langton, has shewn 

me in the hand- writing of his grandfather, a curious 
account of a conversation which he had with Lord 
Chief Justice Hale, in which that great man tells him, 
* That for two years after he came to the inn of 
court, he studied sixteen hours a day; however, (his 
Lordship added) that by this intense application he 
almost brought himself to his grave, though he were 
of a very strong constitution, and after reduced him- 
self to eight hours; but that he would not advise any 
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body to 80 much; that he thought six hours a day, 


with attention and constancy, was sufficient ; that a 
man must use his body as he would his horse, and 


his ntomech x not tire him at —_ but rise with an 


appetite.“ 

On Wednesday, e 19, Dr. Johnson and I re- 
turned to London; he was not well to-day, and said 
very little, employing himself chiefly in reading Eu- 


ripides. He expressed some displeasure at me, for | 


not observing sufficiently the various objects upon the 
road, * If I had your eyes, Sir, (said he) I should count 
the passengers. It was wonderful how accurate his 
observation of visual objects was, notwithstanding 
his imperfect eyesight, owing to a habit of attention. 


— That he was much satisfied with the respect paid 


to him at Dr. Adams's is thus attested by himself: 
« T returned last night from Oxford, after a fortnight's 
abode with Dr. Adams, who treated me as well as I 
could expect or wish; and he that contents a sick 
man, a man whom it is impossible to Pons has _— 
done his part well.“? 

After his return to London from this excursion, I 
saw him frequently, but bave few memorandums: I 
shall therefore here insert some particulars which I 
collected at various times. 

The Reverend Mr. Astle, of Ashbourne, in Derby- 
skire, brother to the learned and ingenious Thomas 
Astle, Esq. was from his early years known to Dr. 

Johnson, who obligingly advised him as to his studies, 
and recommended to him the following books, of 


which a list which he has been pleased to communi- 


cate, lies before me in Johnsons own hand- writing. 


1 


3 « Letters to Mrs, Thrale,”” Vol. II. p. 372. 
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Unroersal History (ancient. )—Rollin's Ancient History. 
 —Puffendorf's Introduction to History. — Vertot's His- 
tory of Knights of Malta. —Vertolæ Revolution of Por- 
tugal,— Vertot's Revolutions of Sweden.—Carte's His- 
tory of Ertyland.—Present State of England. —Geogra- 
phucal Grammar. —Prideaus's Connection.—:Nelson's 
Feasts and Fusts.— Duty of Man.—Gentleman's Reli- 
gion. Clarendon's History.—Watts's Improvement of 
the  Mind.-—Fatts's Logick— Nature Displayed.— 
 Lowth's English Grammar.—Blackwall ou the Clas- 
Sicks,—Sherlook's Sermons. —Burnet's Life of Hale. 
Dupin's History of the Church. —Shuckford's Connec- 
tions. —Law's. Serious Call. — Malton's Complete Ang- 
ler —Sandys's Travels. —Sprat's History of the Royal 
Society. — Englands Gazetteer. —Goldsmith's Roman 
History,—Some Commentaries on the Bible. 

It having been mentioned to Dr. Johnson chat a 
gentleman who had a son whom he imagined to have 
an extreme degree of timidity, resolved to send him 
to a publick school, that he might acquire confidence; 
* Sir, (said Johnson,) this is a preposterous expe- 
dient for removing his infirmity; such a disposition 
should be cultivated in the shade. Placing him at a 

publick school is forcing an owl upon day.“ 

Speaking of a gentleman whose house was much 
frequented by low company; Rags, Sir, (said be,) 

'\ will always make their appearance where they hape a 
Tight to do it.“ 

Of the same gentleman's mode of living, he said, 
“ Sir, the servants, instead of doing what they are bid, 
stand round the table in idle clusters, gaping upon 
the guests; and seem 8 unt to attend a company, 
as to steer a man of war.” 


A dull country magistrate gave Johnson a long 
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tedious account of his exercising his criminal juris- 
diction, the result of which was his having sentenced 
four convicts to transportation. Johnson, in an 
agony of impatience to get rid of such a companion, 
exclaimed, * I heartily wish, Sir, that I were a fifth.” 


Johnson was present when a tragedy was read, in 
which there occurred. this line: 


& iis... DAME — 


C Who rules o'er freemen hald bimself be free.“ 


The company having admired 11 ] cannot 
agree with you (said Wen ) It right. as well be 
said, : * 


* Who drives fat oxen al himself be fat.” 


He was pleased with the kindness of Mr, Cator, 
who was joined with him in Mr. Thrale's important 
trust, and thus describes him: * There is much 
good in his character, and much usefulness in his 
knowledge.” He found a cordial solace at that gen- 
tleman's seat at Beckenham, in Kent, which is in- 
deed one of the finest places at which I eyer was a 
guest; and where I find more and more a hoepitable 
welcome, 

Johnson seldom encouraged — cengureof any 
profession; but he was willing to allow a due share of 
merit to the various departments necessary in civili- 

sed life. In a splenetick, sarcastical, or jocular 
frame, however, he would sometimes utter a pointed 
saying of that nature. One instance has been men- 
tioned, where he gave a sudden satirical stroke to 
the character of an attorney. The too indiscriminate 
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admission to that employment, which requires hoth 
abilities and integrity, has given rise to injurious re- 
flections, which are totally inapplicable to many very 
respectable men who exercise it with reputation and 
honour. | | 
Johnson baving ad for some time with a perti- 
naecious gentleman; his-oppon-at, who had talked 
in a. very puzzling anne, happened to say, 1 
don't understape „Sir :“ npon which Johnson 
observed, V ee bund you an argainent ; but 
Fam not obiged© find you an understanding. 
alking*0 me oi Tons Walpole, {as Horace late 
Earl of Orford was often cailed,) Johnson allowed 
that he got together a great many curious little things, 
and told them in an elegant manner. Mr. Walpole 


thought Johnson a more amiable character after read- 
ing his Letters to Mrs. Thrale: but never was one of 


the true admirers of that great man.“ We may sup- 
pose a prejudice conceived, if he ever heard John- 
son's account to Sir George Staunton, that when he 
made the speeches in parliament for the Gentleman's 
Magazine, be always took care to put Sir Robert 


Walpole in the wrong, and to say every thing he 


could against the electorate of Hanover.” The ce- 


lebrated Heroick Epistle, in which Johnson is satyri- 
cally introduced, has been ascribed both to Mr. 


Wayne and Mr. Mason. One day at Mr. Courte- 


nay's, when a gentleman expressed his opinion that 


there was more energy in that poem than could be 
expected from Mr. Walpole ; Mr. Warton, the late 
Laufeat, observed, “It may have been written by 
Walpole, and buckran'd 'by Mason.” 


6 [Ia his Pocthumous Works, he has of hw hw 
most contemptuous manner !] : 


r 
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He disapproved of Lord Hailes, ſor having moder- 
nised the language of the ever-memorable John Hales 
of Eton, in an edition which his Lordship published 
of that writer's works. An authour's language, 
Sir, (said he,) is a characteristical part of his compo- 
sition, and is also characteristical of the age in which 


he writes. Besides, Sir, when the language is chan- 


ged we are not sure that the sense is the same. No, 

Sir; Jam sorry Lord Hailes has done this.“ +: 
Here it may be observed, that his frequent use of 

the expression, No, Sir, was not always to intimate 


contradiction; for he would say so, when he was 


about to enforce an affirmative proposition which had 
not been denied, as in the instance last mentioned. 
1 used to consider it as a kind of flag of defiance; as 
if he had said, Any argument you may offer against 
this, is not just. No, Sir, it is not.” It was like 
Falstaff's * I deny your Major.” 


Sir Joshua Reynolds having said that he took hes 
altitude a of man's taste by his stories and his wit, 


and of his understanding by the remarks which he 
repeated; being always sure that he must be a weak 
man who quofes common things with an emphasis as 


if they were oracles ;—Johnson agreed with him; 


and Sir Joshua having also observed that the real 
character of a man was found out by his amusements, 
Johnson added, © Yes, Sir; no man is a n 
crite in his pleasures,” 

I have mentioned Johnson's general aversion to a 
pun. He once, however, endured one of mine. 
When we were. talking of a numerous company in 
which he had distinguished himself highly, I said, 
Sir, you were a Cop surrounded by smelts. , Is not 
this enough for you? at a- time too when you were 
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not Sching for a compliment?” He langhed at this 
with a complacent approbation. Old Mr. Sheridan 
observed, upon my mentioning it to him, © He liked 
your compliment ue well, he was willing to take it 
with pu 5auce.” For my own part, I think no in- 
nocent species of wit or pleasantry should be sup- 
pressed; and that a good pun may be admitted 
among the smaller excellencies of lively conversation. 

Had Johnson treated at large De Claris Oratoribus, 
he might have given us an admirable work. When 
the Duke of Bedford attacked the ministry as vehe- 
mently as he could, for having taken upon them to 
extend the time for the importation of corn, Lord 
Chatham, in his first speech in the House of Lords, 
boldly avowed himself to be an adviser of that mea- 
sure. My colleagues, (said he,) as I was confined 
by indisposition, did me the signal honour of coming 
to the bed-side of a sick man, to ask his opinion, 

But, had they not thus condescended, I should have 
taken up my bed and walked, in order to have deli- 
yered that opinion at the Council-Board.” Mr. 
Langton, who was present, mentioned this to John- 
son, who observed, Now, Sir, we see that he took 
these words as he ſound them; without considering, 
that though the expression in Scripture, take up thy 
bed and walk, strictly suited the instance of the sick 
man restored to health and strength, who would of 
course be supposed to carry his bed with him, it could 
not be proper in the case of a man who was lying in a 
state of feebleness, and who certainly would not add 
ei difficulty of moying at all, that of curry his 
When pointed out to him in the newspaper one 
| of Mr. Grattan' s animated and ks ö in 
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favour of the freedom of Ireland, in which this ex- 
pression occurred (I know not if accurately taken): 
« We will persevere, till there is not one link of 


the English chain left to clank upon the rags of the 


meanest beggar in Ireland ;”"—* Nay, Sir, (said 
Johnson,) don't you perceive that one link cannot 
daa? 5: 

Mrs. Thrale has published, as a 8, a kind 


of parody or counterpart of a fine poetical passage in 
one of Mr. Burke's speeches on American Taxation. 
It is vigorously but somewhat coarsely executed ; 

and I am inclined to suppose, is not quite correctly 
exhibited. I hope he did not use the words “ vile 
agents” for the Americans in the House of Parlia- 
ment; and if he did so, in an extempore effusion, I 


wish the lady had not committed it to writing. 


Mr. Burke uniformly shewed Johnson the greatest 


respect; and when Mr. Townshend, now lord Syd- 


ney, at a period when he was conspicuous in oppo- 
sition, threw out some reflection in parliament upon 


the grant of a pension to a man of such political 
principles as Johnson; Mr. Burke, though then of 


the same party with Mr. Townshend, 
forth in defence of his friend, to whom, he } 
his eminent literary merit. 1 am well gssured, that 
Mr. Townshend's attack upon Johnso 
cagion of his © hitching in a rhyme 3 
the. original copy of Goldsmith's e 


Burke, in his « Retaliation,” another person's name 


stood in the couplet where Mr. Townshend is now 
ora 


* © Anecdotes,” p. 43. 
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2 Though fraught with all learning kept ae 
his throat, | 

To persuade Tonmy Dorenchend to lend him a 
20000,” £21) | | 


It nay be worth remarking; among. the manuti« of 
my collection, that Johnson was once drawn to serve 
-in the militia, the Trained Bands of the City of 
London, and that Mr. Rackstrow, of the Museum 
in Fleet-street, was his Colonel. It may be believed 
be did not serve in person; but the idea, with all its 
circumstances, is certainly laughable. He upon that 


occasion provided himself with a musket, and with 


a 8word and 0 which I n scen mne in bis 
closet. 

He was very constant to be whom 2 0 once 
employed, if they gave him no reason to be dis- 


pleased. When somebody talked of being imposcd: 
on in the purchase of tea and sugar, and such ar- 
ticles: © That will not be the case, (said he,) if you 


| 80 to a s/ately shop, as Lalways do. In such a op 
it is not worth their while to take a petty advantage. 


An authour of most anxious and restless vanity 
| being mentioned, Sir, (said he,) there is not a 
young sapling upon Parnassus more severely blown | 


about by every wind of eriticiam than that poor 
| fellow. FEE 


bose 3 


and an ill bred man is this : One immediately at- 
tracts your liking, the other your aversion. Lou 
love the one till you find reason to hate him; ; you 
hate the other till you find reason to love him.” 

The wife of one of his acquaintance had fraudu- 
lently made a purse for herself out of her husband's 
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fortune, Feeling a. proper compunetion in her last 
moments, she confessed how much she had secreted ; 
but before she could tell where it was placed, she 


was seized with a convulsive fit and expired. Her 


husband said, he was more hurt by her want of con- 
fidence in him, than by the loss of his money. © I 


told him, (said Johnson,) that he should console 


himself: for perhaps the money might be * and 


he was Sure that his wife was gong.“ 


A foppish pbysician once reminded Johnson of his 


having been in company with him on a former oc- 


casion, I do not remember it, Sir.“ The phy- 


sician still insisted; adding that he that day wore 80 
fine a coat that it must have attracted his notice. 


“Sir, (said Johnson,) had you been dipt in Pactolus, 


I should not have noticed you. 
He seemed to take a pleasure in speaking i in his 
own style; for when he had carelessly missed it, be 


would repeat the thought translated into it. Talk- 


ing of the Comedy of © The Rehearsal, he said, 


It has not wit enough to keep it sweet.“ This 


was easy: —he therefore caught himself, and pro- 


nounced a more round sentence; “ It has not vitality 


enough to preserve it from putrefaction.” |; 


He censured a writer of entertaining Travels for 


assuming a feigned character, saying, (in his sense 


of the word,) He carries out one lye; we know 
not how many he brings back.” At another tune, 
talking of the same person, he observed, . Sir, your 
assent to a man whom you have never known to 
 falsify, is a debt: but after you have known a man 


to falsify, your assent to him then is a fayour.” 


Though he had no taste for painting, be admired. 
much the manner in which Sir Joshua Reynolds. 
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| treated of his art, in his © Discourses to the Royal 
Academy.“ He observed one day of a passage in 
them, I think I might as well have said this my- 
self: and once when Mr. Langton was sitting by 
him, he read one of them very eagerly, and expressed 
himself thus: Very well, Master Reynolds; very 
well, indeed. But it will not be understood.“ 
When I observed to him that Painting was so far 
inſeriour to Poetry, that the story or even emblem 
which it communicates must be previously known, 
and mentioned as a natural and laughable instance 
of this, that a little Miss on seeing a picture of Jus- 
tice with the scales, had exclaimed to * Sce, 
theres a woman selling sweetmeats; be said, 
Painting, Sir, can illustrate, but cannot inform.” . 
No man was more ready to make an apology when - 
he had censured unjustly, than Johnson. When a 
proof-sheet of one of his works was brought to him, 
be found fault with the mode in which a part of it 
was arranged, reſused to read it, and in a passion de- 
sired that the compositor might be sent to him. 
The compositor was Mr. Manning, a decent sensible 
man, who had composed about one half of his 
Dictionary, when in Mr. Strahan's printing- 
house; arid a great part of his « Lives of the Poets,” 
when in that of Mr. Nichols; and who (in his 
seventy-seventh year) when in Mr. Baldwin's print- 
ing-house, composed a part of the first edition of 
this work concerning him. By producing the na- 
- nuscript, he at once satisfied Dr. n, that he 
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was not to blame. Upon which Johnson candidly 
and earnestly said to him, © Mr, Compositor, I ask 
your pardon. Mr. Senne Lask your parton, 
* and again. 

His generous humanity to the miserable was al- 
most beyond example. The following instance is 
well attested : Coming home late one night, he found 
a poor woman lying in the street, so much ex- 

FI hausted that she could not walk; he took her upon 
1 his back, and carried her to his house, where he 
T discovered that she was one of those wretched females 
4 who had fallen into the lowest state of vice, poverty, 
4 and disease. Instead of harshly upbraiding her, he 
had her taken care of with all tenderness for a Fry 
time, at considerable expence, till she was restored 
to health, and endeavoured: to pou her into a virtuous 
way of Rving . 
He thought Mr. Caleb Whiteſoord e 
happy in hitting on the signature of Papyrius Cursor, 
5 4 to his ingenious and diverting cross-readings of the 
| newspapers; it being a real name of an ancient 
Roman, and clearly expressive 15 the ching cos 1 in 
£4 f this lively conceit. | 
8 He once in his life was Ie to bave altered : 
5 | what is called a 5: Sir Joshua Reynolds, when 
| they were riding together in Devonshire, complained „ | 
4 | that be had a very bad horse, for that even when | | 
going down hill he moved slowly step by step. * A „ 
[ ; (said nen? wad when he goes up bill, we _ | Y 
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He had a great aversion to gesticulating in com- 
pany. He called once to a gentleman who offended 
him in that point, Don't at#tudense.” And when 
another gentleman thought he was giving additional 
ſorce to what he uttered, by expressive movements 


of bis hands, Johnson fairly eired e and held 
them down. 


An authour of coe en eminence hk g en- 
grossed a good share of the conversation in the 
company of Johnson, and having said nothing but 
what was trifling and insignificant; Johnson when 
be was gone, observed to us, © It is wonderful what 
à difference. there sometimes is between . a man's 
powers of writing and of talking. e yyrites 


with great spirit, but is a poor talker; had he held 


his tongue we might have supposed him to have been 


restrained by modesty ; but he has spoken a t 
deal to-day; and you have heard what stuff it was. 

A gentleman having said that a cong# delire has 
not, perhaps, the force of a command, but may be 
considered only as a strong recommendation ;— 
Sir, (replied Johnson, who overheard him,) it is 
such a recommendation, as if I should throw you 
out of a two-pair of stairs n and recommend 
to you to fall soft. 

Mr. Steevens, who passed many Aa N hour 
with him during their long acquaintance, which 
commenced when they both lived in the Temple, 
has preserved a good number of particulars concern- 
| OY most of which are to be found in the de- 


5 „ This has been printed in other publications, 4 fall 2 the 
| gromd.” But Johnson himself gave me the true expression which 
de had used as above ; meaning that the recommendation left as 
Kite chje inthe ons caves te other 
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partment of Apothegms, &. in the Collection of 
« Johnson's Works.” But he has been pleased to 
favour me with the following, which are original: 
One evening, previous to the trial of Baretti, a 


consultation of his friends was held at the house of ; 


Mr. Cox, the Solicitor, in Southampton-buildings, 
Chancery-lane. Among others present were, Mr. 
Burke and Dr. Johnson, who differed in sentiments 
concerning the tendency of some part of the defence 
the prisoner was to make. When the meeting was 
over, Mr. Steevens observed, that the question be- 
twoen him and his friend had been agitated with 
rather too much warmth. It may be so, Sir, (re- 
plied the Doctor,) for Burke and I should have been 
of one opinion, if we had had no audience.“ | 


Pr. Johnson once assumed a character in which 


perhaps even Mr. Boswell never saw him. His cu- 
riosity having been excited by the praises bestowed 
on the celebrated 'Torre's fireworks at Marybone- 
Gardens, he desired Mr. Steevens to accompany him 
| thither. The evening had proved showery; and 

soon after the fe people present were assembled, 
babe notice was given, that the conductors to the 
wheels, suns, stars, &c. were so thoroughly water- 
soaked, that it was impossible any part of the exhi- 


bition should be made. This is a mere excuse, 


(snys the Doctor,) to save their crackers for a more 
proſitable company. Let us but bold up our sticks, 
and threaten to break those coloured lamps chat 


surround the Orchestra, and we shall soon have our 


wishes grutified. The core of the fire- works cannot 
be injured; let the different pieces be touched in 


their respective centers, and they will do theit offices 


as well as ever. Some young men who overheard 
42 
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him, immediately began tlie violence he had recom—- 
mended, and an attempt was speedily made to fire 
some of the wheels which appeared to have received 
the smallest damage; but to little purpose were they 
lighted, for most of them completely failed. The 
authour of The Rambler,” however, may be con- 
sidered on this occaston, as the ringleader of a suc- 
cessſul riot, though not as a skilful pyrotechnist. 
« It has been supposed that Dr. Johnson, so far 
as fashion was concerned, was careless of his appear 
ance in publick. But this is not altogether true, as 
the following slight instance may show: Gold- 
smith's last Comedy was to be represented during 
some court-mourning ; and Mr. Steevens appointed 
to call on Dr. Johnson, and carry him to the tavern 
where he was to dine with others of the Poet's 
friends. The Doctor was ready dressed, but in co- 
loured cloaths; yet being told that he would find 
every one else in black, received the intelligence with 
a proſusion of thanks, hastened to change his attire, 
all the while repeating his gratitude for the informa- 
tion that bad saved him from an appearance so im- 
in the front row of a front box. I would 
not (added he,) for ten pounds, have nie re- 
trogrncs to any-generat-obseryance.” '- '/ ,\» 
He would sometimes found his dislikes on way | 
lender circumstances. Happening one day to men- 
tion Mr. Flexman, a Dissenting Minister, with some 
compliment to bis exact memory in chronological 
matters; the Doctor replied, © Let me hear no more 
of him, Sir. That is the fellow who made the Index 
to wy Ramblers, and set ann 185 
thus ep Mr. _ POS 0917 rx 
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Mlͤr. Steevens adds this testimony : © It is unfor- 
tunate, however, for Johnson, that his particularities 
and frailties' can be more distinetly traced. than his 
good and amiable exertions. Could the many bounties 
he studiously concealed, the many acts of humanity 
he performed in private, be displayed with equal 
circumstantiality, his defects would be so far lost in 
the blaze of his virtues, at the latter only would 
be regar 

Though from'1 my very hi " i of Johan, 
1 have, wondered that, he was out amr by all the | 
great and all the eminent persons of his time, it ought 
fairly to be considered, that no man of humble birth, 
who lived entirely by literature, in short no authour 
by profession, ever rose in this country into that per- 
sonal notice which he did. In the course of this 
work a numerous variety of names has been men- 
tioned, to which many might be added. I cannot 
omit Lord and Lady Lucan, at whose house be often - 
enjoyed all that an elegant table and the best com- 
pany can contribute to happiness; he found hospi- 
tality united with extraordinary accomplishments, and 
embellished with charms of which no man could be 
insensible. 

On Tuesday, June 22, I dined with him at Tus 
LiIr ERA RAI CLus, the last time of his being in that 
respectable society. The other members present 
were the Bishop of St. Asaph, Lord Eliot, Lord Pal- 
merston, Dr. Fordyce, and Mr. Malone. He looked 
ill; but had such a manly ſortitude, that he did not 
trouble the company with melancholy complaints. 
They all sbewed evident marks of kind concern 
about him, with which he was much pleased, and 


1 
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he exerted himself to de as 8 as "His — 
position allowed him. 

The anxiety of his gende to preserve $0 estimable 
a liſe, as long as human means might be supposed 
to have influence, made them plan for him a retreat 
from the severity of à British winter, to the mild 
climate of Italy. This scheme was at last brought 
to a serious resolution at General Paoli's, where 1 
had often talked of it. One essential matter, how- 
ever, I understood was necessary to be previous 
settled, which was obtaining such an addition to his 
income, as would be sufficient to enable him to de- 
fray the expence in a manner becoming the first 
literary character of a great nation, and, independent 
of all his other merits, the Authour of Tar Dic- 
vicdtaroremat' übten Taxevabt.: The person 
to whom I above all others thought I should apply 
to negociate this business, was the Lord Chancel- 
lor, because I knew that he highly valued = 
and that Johnson highly valued his Lordship'; 
chat it was no degradation of my illustrious friend ot 
solicit for him the favour of such a man. I have 
mentioned what Johnson said of him to me when 
he was at the bar; and after his Lordship was ad. 
vanced to the seals, he said of him, © T would pre- 
pare myself ſor no man in England but Lord Thur- 
low. When J am to meet with him I should wish 
to know a day before.” How he would have pre- 
pared himself I cannot conjecture.” Would he have 
selected certain topicks, and considered them in 
_ mon SO 10 0 . in ee to hes ane? —_ at 
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all points? and what may we suppose chose topicks 
to have been? I once started the curious enquiry 
to the great man who was the subject of this com- 
pliment: he smiled, but did not pursue it. 


I first consulted with Sir Joshua Reynolds, who _ . 


perfectly coincided in opinion with me; and I there- 
fore, though : personally very little known to his 
Lordship, wrote to him,“ stating the case, and re- 
questing his good offices for Dr. Johnson. I men- 
tioned that I was obliged to set out for Scotland 


early-in the following week, so that if his Lordship 


should have any commands for me as to this pious 
negociation, he would be pleased to send them be- 


give all attention to it. 

This application was made not only ie my 
suggestion on the part of Johnson himself, but was 
utterly unknown to him, nor had he the smallest 
suspicion of it. Any insinuations, therefore, which 


since his death have been thrown out, as if he had 


stooped to ask what was superfluous, are without 


any foundation. But, had he asked it, it would not 
have been superfluous; for though the money he 


had saved proved to be more than his friends 'ima- 
gined, or than I believe he himself, in his careless- 


ness concerning worldly matters, knew it to be, 


had he travelled upon the Continent, an augmenta- 
tion of his income would by no means have doom 
unnecessary. 


On Wednesday, Joins 23, J visited him in the 


2 It is strange that Sir John Hawking bod have related that 


the application was made by Sit Joshua Reynolds, when he could 
v0 easily have been informed of the truth by inquiring of Sir Joshua. 
Sir John's .carelessness to ascertain facts is very remarkable. 
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morning, aſter having been present at the shocking 

sight of fifteen, men executed before Newgate. I 

said to him, I was sure that human life was not ma- 

chinery, that is to say, a chain of fatality planned and 

directed by the Supreme Being, as it had in it 80 

much wickedness and misery, so many instances of 

both, as that by which my mind was now clouded. 

Were it machinery it would be better than it is in 

these respects, though less noble, as not being a 

system of moral government. He agreed with me 

now, as he always did, upon the great question of 

the liberty of the human will, which has been in all 

ages perplexed with so much sophistry. But, Sir, 

as to the doctrine of Necessity, no man believes it. 

If a man sbould give me arguments that I do not 

see, though I could not answer them, should I/ be- 

$ lieve that I do not see? It will be observed, that 

n Johnson at all times made the just distinction be- 

« tween doctrines contrary: to reason, and mne 

Aeta N 

Talking of the religious PEO proper for un- 
ks convicts, he said, © Sir, one of our regular 

elergy will probably not impress their minds suf- 

ficiently : they should be attended by a Methodist 

preacher ;* or a Popish priest.“ Let me however 

observe, in justice to the Reverend Mr. Vilette, who 

has been Ordinary of Newgate for no less than 

eighteen years, in the course of which he bas at- 

tended many hundreds of wretched criminals, that 

his earnest. and humane exhortations have been 


A friend of mine happened to be passing by a feld congrege.. - 
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very effectual. His extraordinary diligence is highly 
praise-worihy, and merits a distinguished reward. * ” 
On Thursday, June 24, J dined with him at Mr. 


Southill, Dr. Beattie, Mr, Pinkerton, authour of vas 
rious literary performances, and the Rev. Dr. Mayo. 
At my desire old Mr. Sheridan was invited, as I 
was earnest to have Jobnson and him brought to- 
gether again by chance, that a reconciliation might 
be effected. Mr. Sheridan happened to come early, 


and having learned that Dr. Johnson was to be there, 


went away; $0 I found, with sincere regret, that my 
friendly intenticas were hopeless. I recollect no- 
thing that passed this day, except Johnson's quick- 
ness, who, when Dr. Beattie observed, as something 
remarkable which had happened to him, that he had 
chanced to see both No. 1, and No. 1000, of the 
hackney-coaches, the first and the last; Why, Sir, 
(csaid Johnson,) there is an equal chance for one's 

secing those two numbers as any other two.“ He 
was clearly right; yet the seeing of the two ex- 
tremes, each of which is in some degree more con- 
spicuous than the rest, could not but strike one in a 


stronger manner than the sight of any other gwo Th 
numbers. Though I have neglected to preserve his 


conversation, it was perhaps at this interview that 
Dr. Knox formed the notion of it which he ler- 
hibited in his & Winter Evenings.” | | 


Qu Friday, June 25, T dined with blu a t General 


0 — Crry or Leno now happily jn ani with | 
Tux Covar, will have the justice and generosity to obtain preſer- 
ment for this Reverend Gentleman, now @ worthy ld servant of 


that magnificent ery | ; 


Dilly's, where were the Rev. Mr. (now Dr.) Knox, 
master of Tunbridge-school, Mr. Smith, Vicar of 
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Paoli's, where, he says in one of his letters to Mrs. 
Thrale,” I love to dine.“ There was a variety of 


dishes much to his taste, of all which he seemed to 


me to eat so much, that I was afraid he might be 
hurt by! it; and I whispered to the General my fear, 
and begged he might not press him. Alas! (said 
the General,) see how very ill he looks; he can live 
but a very short tine. Would you refuse any slight 
gratifications to a man under sentence of death ? 


There is a humane custom in Italy, by which per- 
sons in that melancholy situation are indulged with 
having whatever they like best to eat and drink, even 


with expensive delicaciees. 


I shewed him nn by Miss 
Seward, which I had that day received from her, and 
had the pleasure to hear him approve of them. He 


confirmed to me the truth of a high compliment 


| which 1 had been | told he had paid to that lady, 
when sbe mentioned to him The Colombiade, an 


epick poem, by Madame du Boccage: “ Madam, 


there is not any thing equal to your description of 
the sea round the North Pole, in eee che 


death of Captain Coo þ 


On Sunday, June 27, I Gan kim rather beter. 


I mentioned to him a young man who was going: to 


Jamaica with his wife and children, in expectation 


of being provided for by two of her brothers settled 
in that island, one a clergyman, and the other a 
physician. Jonxsox. © It is a wild scheme, Sir, 
unless he has a positive and deliberate invitation. 
There was a poor girl, who used to come about me, 
who had a cousin in Barbadoes, that, in a letter to 


her, expressed a wish sbe should come out to that 
Island, and expatiated on the comforts and happiness 


: 
3 
| 
| 
ö 


a. D. 1784. Dau. JOHNSON: 347 
of her situation. The poor girl went out: her cou, 
was much surprised, and asked her how she eould 
think of coming. Because, (aid sbe,) you invited 
me. Not 1,” answered the cout. The letter 
was then produced. see it is true, (said she.) chat 
* net Jie you: but I did not think you would 

They lodged her in an out-house, where 
she He Faser her time miserably; and as soon as she 
had an opportunity she returned to England. Al- 
ways tell this, when you hear of people going abroad 
to relations, upon a notion of being well received. 
In the case which you mention, it is probable the 
clergyman'spends all he gets, and the nn _ 
not know how much he is to get.” 

We this day dined at Sir Joshua Reynolds's, with 
General Paoli, Lord Eliot, (formerly Mr. Eliot, of 
Port Eliot,) Dr! Beattie, ' and some other company. 
Talking of Lord Chesterfield ;—Jonxsov. „ His 

manner was exquisitely elegant, and he had more 
knowledge than T expected.” BoswELLI. Did you 
find, Sir, his conversation to be of a superior style.“ 
Jonns0xN. “ Sir, in the conversation which T had with 
him I had the best right to superiority, for it was 
upon philology and literature.” Lord Eliot, who 
had travelled at the same time with Mr. Stanhope, *'” 
Lord Chesterfield's natural son, justly observed, that 
it was strange that a man who shewed he had 80 
much affection for his son as Lord Chesterfield did, 
by writing so many long and anxious letters to him, 
almost all of them when he was Secretary of State, 
which certainly was a proof of great goodness of dis- 
position, should endeavour to make his 80g a rascal. 
His Lordship told us, that- Foote had intended to 
bring on the stage a father who had thus tutored his 
son, and to shew the son an honest man to every one 
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else, but practising his father's maxims upon him, 
and cheating him. Jonxsoxv. “ I am much pleased 
5 with this design; but I think there was no occasion 
to make the son honest at all. No; he should be 
a consummate rogue: the contrast between honesty 
and knavery would be the stronger. It should be 
contrived so that the father should be the only suf- 
ſerer by the eon; villainy, and thus there would be 
poetical justice. 
He put Lord Eliot in N of Dr. Walter Harte. 
« ] — (said he,) Harte was your Lordship's tutor, 
and he was also tutor to the. Peterborough family. 
Pray, my Lord, do you recollect any particulars that 
be told you of Lord Peterborough ? He is a fa- 
vourite of mine, and is not enough known; his 
character has been only ventilated in party pam- 
phlets.”” Lord Eliot said, if Dr. Johnson would be 
50 good as to ask him any questions, he would tell q 
what he could recollect. Accordingly some things J 
x were mentioned. But, (said his Lordship,) the ä 
best account of Lord Peterborough that I have hap- 
pened to meet with, is in © Captain Carleton's Me- 
moirs.“ Carleton was descended of an ancestor who 
had distinguished himselſ at the siege of Derry. He 
was an officer; and, what was rare at that time, had 
some knowledge of engineering.“ Johnson said, he 
had never heard of the book. Lord Eliot had jt at 
Port Eliot; but, after a good deal of enquiry, pro- 
cured a copy in London, and sent it to Johnson, wbo 
told Sir Joshua Reynolds that he was going to bed 
when it came, but was so much pleased with it, that 
he sat up t till he had read it through, and found in 
it such an air of truth, that be could not doubt 
of its authenticity; adding, with a smile, (in allusion 


a uam 
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to Lord Eliot's having recently been raised to the 


peerage,) * I did not think a y Lord could have 


metitioned to me a book in ane mn 
was not known to me.“ 


An addition to our company came aſter we went 
up to the drawing-room ; Dr, Johnson seemed to 


rise in spirits as his audience increased. He said, 


* He wished Lord Orford's pictures, and Sir Ashton 
Lever's Museum, might be purchased by the pub- 
lick, because both the money, and the pictures, and 
the curiosities, would remain in the country; where- 
as, if they were sold into another kingdom, the na- 
tion would indeed get some money, but would lose 
the pictures and curiosities, which it would be de- 


sirable we should have, for improvement in taste and 


natural history. The only question was, as the 
nation was much in want of money, whether it 
would not be better to take ITN 
foreign State? 

He entered upon a. curious Ae of the dif. 


| ference between intuition and sagacity; one being 


immediate in its effect, the other requiring a cireui- 


tous process; one he observed was the eye of the 


mind, the other the nose of the mind. 
A young gentleman present took up the argument 


against him, and maintained that no man ever thinks 


of the nos? of the mind, not adverting that though 


that figurative sense seems strange to us, as very un- 


usual, it is truly not more forced than Hamlet's' In 
my mind's eye, Horatio.” He persisted much tos 
long, and appeared to Johnson as putting bimself 
forward as his antagonist with too much presumption; 
upon which he called to him in a loud tone, «© What 
is it you are contending for, if you be contenditig ?” 
"4 2 
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—And [afterwards imagining that the gentleman 


retorted upon him with a kind of smart drollery, he 
said, Mr. ,, it does not become you to talk s0 
to me. Besides, ridicule is not your talent; you 
have there neither intuition nor sagacity. — The gen- 
tleman protested that he had intended no improper 
freedom, but had the greatest respect for Dr. John- 
son. Aſter a short pause, during which we were 
somewhat uneasy,— Jonxsox. Give me your hand, 
Sir. Lou were too tedious, and I was too short.“ 
Mn. *. Sir, I am honoured by your attention 
in any way.” JonxsOx. « Come, Sir, let's have no 


more of it. We offended one another by our con- 


tention ; let us not Nn * 96 ede 
800 hin 

Hs now! eaid, « He uished Sockets go day, 
und chet he dreaded passing the winter in England.“ 
I said nothing; but enjoyed a secret satisfaction in 
thinking that I had taken the most effectual measures 


to make such a scheme practicable... Ferit ot 


On Monday, June 28, I had the honour to re- 
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ately it, (being much engaged when I received: it) 
I had not put it in mays aden and forgot to open it 
al this morning. iel oi Cavan 


Lam much 00 you ſor N | 


and I, will adopt and press it as far as Lan... The 


best argument, I am sure, and I hope it is not likely 
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sary, if I should be so unfortunate as to miss seeing 
you, to converse with Sir Joshua on the sum it will 
be proper to ask, —in short, upon the means of setting 
him out. It would be a reflection on us all, if such 
a man $hould perish for want of the means to n 
care 1 his health. 
ce ours, Ne. 
„ 'Tavktow,” 


This letter gave me a very high satisfaction; I 
next day went and shewed it to Sir Joshua Reynolds, 
who was exceedingly pleased with it. He thought 
that I should now communicate the negociation to 
Dr. Johnson, who might afterwards complain if the 


attention with which he had been honoured, should 


be too long concealed from him. I intended to set 


out ſor Scotland next morning; but Sir Joshua cor- 


dially insisted that I should stay another day, that 
Johnson and I might dine with him, that we three 
might talk of his Italian Tour, and, as Sir Joshua ex- 
pressed himself, have it all out.“ I hastened to 
Johnson, and was told by him that be was rather bet- 
ter to-day, BoswELL. J am very anxious about 
you, Sir, and particularly that you should go to Italy 
for the winter, which I believe is your own wish.“ 
Jonxs0x. It is, Sir.“ BoswzLL. “ Lou haye no 
phjection, presume, but the money it would re- 
quire.“ Joxysox, Why, no, Sir.“ Upon which 


I gave. bim a particular account of what had been 


done, and read to him the Lord Chancellor's letter, 

Ile listened with much attention; then . warmly 

said, „This is taking prodigious pains about a man.“ 

% O! Sir, (said I, with most sincere affection,) 

your friends would do every thing for you.“ He 
| ge 
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paused;,—grew more and more agitated, —till tears 
started into his eyes, und he exclaimed with fervent 
emotion, Go bless you all.” I was so affected 
that I also shed tears, Aſter a short silence, he re- 
newed and extended his grateful benediction, Go 
bless you all, for JzsUs Crnisr's sake.“ We both 
- remained for some time unable to speak. He rose 
suddenly and quitted the room, quite melted in ten- 
derness. He staid but a short time, till he had re- F 
covered his firmness; soon after he returned ] left 1 
him, having first engaged him to dine at Sir Joghua | 
Reynolds's, next day. I never eee that 
woof which I had so long reverenced. | 
On Wednesday; June 30, the friendly confidential 
dinner with Sir Joshua Reynolds took place, no 
other company being present. Had I known that | 
this was the last time that I should enjoy in this 
world, the conversation of a friend whom I so much 
respected, and from whom I derived so much mstruc- 
tion and entertainment, I should have been deeply 
affected. When I now look back to it, I am yy 
| that a single word should have been forgotten. 
N | Both Sir Joshua and I were so sanguine in our ex- 
pectations, that we expatiated with confidence on the 
liberal provision which we were sure would be made 
for him, conjecturing whether munificence would be 
displayed in one large donation, or in an ample in: 
crease of his pension. He himself catehed so much 
of our enthusiasm, as to allow himself to suppose it 
not impossibłꝭ that our hopes might in one way or 
other be realised. He said that he would rather have 
his pension doubled than a grant of 'a thousand 
pounds; ** For, (said he,) though probably I may not 
live to receiye as much as a thousand pounds, a man 
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would have the consciousness that he should pass 
the remainder of his life in splendour, how long so- 


ever it might be,” Considering what-a moderate 


proportion an income of six hundred pounds a year 
bears to innumerable fortunes in this country, it is 
worthy of remark, that a man 50 truly great should 
think it splendour. 


As an instance of extraordinary liberality of friend- 


adi he told us, that Dr. Brocklesby had upon this 
occasion, offered him a hundred a year for his life. 


A grateſul tear started into mn * this . 


in a faultering tone. 
Sir . 1 endeavoured. to futter his i imagi- 


nation with agreeable prospects of happiness in Italy. 
Nay, (said he,) I must not expect much of that; 
wben a man goes to Italy merely to mel 


breathes. the air, he can enjoy very little.“ 
Our conversation turned upon living in the coun- 


try, which Johnson, whose melancholy: mind requi- 


red · the dissipation of quick successive variety, had 


habituated himself to consider as a kind of mental 


imprisonment. © Yet, Sir, (said I,) there are many 
people who are content to live in the country.“ Jokx- 
80N. < Sir, it is in the intellectual world as in the 


physical world; we are told by natural philosophers 


that a body is at rest in the place that is fit for itz 
they who are nem G 


for the country.“ 


Talking of various enjoyments, I argued, that a re- 


finement of taste was a disadvantage, as they who 


have attained to it must be seldomer pleased than 
those who have no nice discrimination, and are 
therefore satisfied with every thing that comes in 
their way. Jonxso .! Nay, Sir ; that is * 
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354 "THE LIFE OF [rar. 73. 
notion. Endeavour to be ne as you can in 
every respect. 

ls accompanied him in Sir We Reynolds' coach, 
to the entry of Bolt-court. He asked me whether I 

would not go with him to his house; I declined it, 
from an apprehension that my spirits would sink. 
We bade adieu to each other affectionately in the 


carriage. When he had got down upon the ſoot- 5 | 
pavement, be called out, . Fare you well;“ and with- 7 
out looking back, sprung away with a kind of pathe- | | 


tick briskness, if I may use that expression, which 
seemed to indicate a struggle to conceal uneasincss, 
and impressed me with Sg; long - : 
separation. ; | 
LI remained one yl more in town, to have the a 
chance of talking over my negociation with the Lord | 
Chancellor; but the multiplicity of his Lordship's 1 
important engagements did not allow of it; so I left 4 
| nne 1 
Joshua Reynolds. 1 
_  » Soon after this time Dr. J had the mais 
cation of being informed by Mrs. Thrale, that, (what 
she supposed he never believed, was true; namely, 
that she was actually going to marry Signor Piozzi, 
an Italian musick-master, He endeavoured to pre- 
vent it; but in vain; If she would publish the whole 
of the correspondence that passed between Dr. John- 
son and her on the subject, we should have a full 
view of his real sentiments. As it is, our judgement 
must be biassed by that characteristick specimen 
which Sir John Hawkins has given us: Poor Thrale! 
1 OL — her virtue or her vice . 


4 N W 1 mA a En rays 3 ES Ol 


$ «Len Ma, Th," an enn, 


4. b. 1784. Ds. JOHNSON, 388 
haye restrained her from such a marriage. She is now 
become a subject for her enemies to exult over; and 
for ber friends, if she has any left, to forget, or pity.” 

It must be admitted that Johnson derived a consi- 
derable portion of happiness from the comforts and 
 elegancies which he enjoyed in Mr, Thrale's family; 
but Mrs. Thrale assures us he was indebted for these 
to her husband alone, who certainly respected bim 
sincerely. Her words are, Yeneration for his virtue, 
reverence. for his. talents, delight in his conversation, 
and habitual N of a yoke my husband first 
put upon me, and of which he contentedly bore his 
share for sixteen or seventeen years, made me go on 50 long 
wth Mr. Johnson; but the perpetual confinement 1 | 
will. own, to have . been terrifying in the fret years of N 
our friendship, and irksome in the last; nor could 1 * 
pretend to support it without help, when my coadjutor 
was no more. Alas! how different is this from the 
declarations which I have heard Mrs. Thrale make 
in his life-time, without a single murmur against any: 
peculiarities, or against any one circumstance which % 
attended their intimacy. bo 
As a sincere friend of the great man whose Life I 
am writing, L think it necessary to guard my readers 


93 


ter, which this lady's * Anecdotes” of him suggest; 
for from the very nature and form of her book, 1 
lends deception lighter wings to fly. ESRI 
Let it be remembered, (says an eminent critick,”) „ 


he 


Pr. been — Joby Hawkins „luer. m8. 


A442 


against the mistaken notion of Dr. Johnson's charac- 1 


| that she has comprised in a m_ volume all that. she l 


* 2 
— 


7 « Anecdotes,” p. 293. | | 1 
| nn een | | 1 


„% ² 3 :u —ͤ:ßß᷑ͥů«n -- 
a — a xs —_— 


— 5 


- Hy rr ed a5. or « 
* — — 2 — — — a 
1 * _ - — . — = < 
1 — a , s = = 


2 
1 — mm a — 


233 * 
— 


356 THE LITE of Fitting: 


coukd recollect of Dr. Johnson in rend years, during 
which period, doubtless, some severe things were 
said by him; and they who read the book in #0 


| hours, naturally enough suppose thitt his whole con- b 


verdation was of this complexion. But the fact is, 1 
have been often in his company, and never once heard 
him say a severe thing to any one; and many others 
can attest the same. When he did say a severe thing, 


it was generally extorted by ignorance pretending to 


A knowledge, or by extreme vanity or affectation. 


Two instances of inaccuracy, (adds he,) are 1 — 
culiarly worthy of notice: . 
It is said, © That natural roughness of "Mis nun- 
ner 0 often mentioned, would, notwithstanding the re- 
gularity of his notions burst through them all from time 
fo Time ; and he once hade à very celebrated lady, whe 
proived him with ioo much zeal perhaps, or perhaps too 
Strong an emphasis, (which always offended him,) con- 
Sider what her Pattery was worth, ert che choaked 
bim 40402 7.” | 

« Now let the geniine anecdote be contrasted 
with this. — The person thus represented as being 
harskly treated, though a very celebrated lady, was 
then just come to London from an obscure situation 
in the country. At Sir Joshua Reynolds's one even- 
ing, she met De. Johnson. She very soon began to 
pay her court to him in the most fulsotne strkin. 

Spare me, I beseech you, dear Madam, was his re- 
ply. She still laid it on. Pray, Madam, let us 
have no more of this; he rejoined. Not paying any 


attention to these warnings, she continued still her 


eulogy. At TI . by this indelicats and 
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_ vein obtrusion of compliment, he exclaimed, .* Dear- 
est lady, consider with yourself what your flattery is 
worth, before you bestow it so freely. 
Ho different does this story appear, when ac- 
companied with all thege circumstances which, really | 
belong to it, but which Mrs, Pbrale either did not 
know, or has suppressed. 
vo 1 « One, gentleman, 
however;-who dined at a nakleman's house in his cum 
pany, and that of Mr. Thrale, 4% whom: I was 
obliged for ile anecdote, was \ willing io enter the 
us in defence of King, William's character ; and * 
| having opposed and © contradicted Johnaon two or 
three times, petulaniiy enough, the master of the out 
began to feel ungasy, and eapect disagreeable conse- 
guences; to avoid which, he said, loud enough for 
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the Doctor io hear, Our friend here has no. mean- 1 
ing now in all iſis, except just to relate at club to- | 4 
morrow how he teized Johnson a dinner to-day; - 1 
this is all to do himself hondur. Ne, upon, my word, = 
(replied the other,) I ges ng honour in it, whatever "x; Wl 
van may do,—JWWell, Sir, (returned. Mr. Johnson, q 
ere Lee bee 12 — 1 
feel 4ht diag raue. A - { 
“This is all eee Ms, Thiele — + 1 
dhe company, though he might have related the . J 
story to Mrs. Thrale. A friend, rom whom I haeag . 
he story, was present; andi it was not at the thouge | 
of a nobleman; On the observation being made by 6 
the master of the hause on a. gentleman's-contradic= — 6 
ting Johnson, that he had talked for the honour, I 
&e. the gentleman; mutiered in a low voice, I See [! 
| 1 
17 04 % Anecdotes,” p. 2. [! 
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no honour in it ;* and Dr. Johnson said nothing: 80 
all the rest, (chough bien trouvſe) is mere garnish,” | 
_ I have had occasion several times, in the course of 
this work, to point out the incorrectness of Mrs. 
Thrale, as to 'particulars which consisted with my 
own knowledge. But indeed she has, in flippant 
terms enough, expressed her disapprobation of that 
anxious desire of authenticity which prompts a per- 
son who is to record conversations, to write them 
down af the moment. Unquestionably, if they are to 
be recorded at all, the sooner it is done the better. 
This lady herself says, I recollect, however, and 
to repeat ile sayings of Dr. Johnson, is almost all 
that can be done by the writers of his Life ; as his 
He, at least since my acquaintance with him, consisted 
in Jittle else than talking, when he was not employed in 
dome Serious piece of work.” She boasts of her hav- 
ing kept a common-place book; and we find sbe 
noted, at one time ox other, in a very lively manner, 
<pocimens of the conversation of Dr. Johnson, and of 
those who talked with him; but had she done it 
recently, they probably would have been less errone- 
ous; and we should have been relieyed from those 
disagreeable doubts of their authen been, r mn 
jn Pers en ieee 1:6 4 
She says of him, «© He was the most n 
5 of mortals, without | being - wha# we call an active 
| friend. Admirable at giving counsel ; no man 'saw his 
way 30 clearly ; "but he would not stir a finger for 
dee of those to whom he was willing enough 
10 give advice.” And again on the same page, 
= of . favour, you must apply to 
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people of other dispositions; for not a step would 
Johnson move fo obtain a man a vote in à Society, it 
repay @ compliment which might be useful or pleasing; 
to write a letter of request, &c. or io obtain a' hundred 
pounds a year more for a friend who perhaps had al. | 
ready two or three. Mo force could urge him to dili- 3 
gence, 10 — could conquer his resolution to kj 
Stand sti 
It is e that one who had 10055 e 
ties of knowing Dr. Johnson, should appear so little 
acquainted with his real character. I am sorry this 
lady does not advert, that she herself contradicts the 
assertion of his being obstinately defective in the 
petites morales, in the little endearing charities of 
»ocial life, in conferring smaller favours; for she 
says, „Dr. Johnson was liberal enough in g ; 
literary assistance io others, I think; and inmumoru 
are the Preſaces, Sermons, Lectures, and Dedications 
which he used to make for people who begged of him.” 
I am certain that a more active friend has rarely been 
found in any age. This work, which I fondly hope 
will rescue his memory from oblogoy, contains a 
thousand instances of his benevolent exertions in 
almost every way that can be corceived.; and parti- 
cularly in employing his pen with a generous readi- 
ness for those to whom its aid could be useful. In- | 
deed his obliging activity in doing little offices f 
kindness, both by letters and personal application, 
was one of the most remarkable features in his cha- 
racter; and for the truth of this I can appeal to a 
number of his respectable friends : Sir Joshua Rey- 
_ Mr. e, Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Burke, Mr. 
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- Cholmondeley told her ?—that Johnson, who had 
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Windham, Mr. Malone, the Bishop of Dromore, Sir 
William Scott, Sir Robert Chambers. And can 
Mrs. Thrale forget the advertisements which he wrote 
for her husband at the time of his election contest; 
the epitaphs on him and her mother; the playſul and 
even trifling verses, for the amusement of her and 
her daughters; his corresponding with her children, 
and entering into their minute concerns, which 
er en in this most amiable light? 

© $he relates,“ that Mr. Ch—Im-dey unexpectedly 
rode up to Mr. Thrale's carriage, in which Mr. 


* Thrale and sbe, and Dr. Johnson were travelling; 
that he paid them all his proper compliments, but ob- 


serving that Dr. Johnson, who was reading, did not 
see him, (“ apt him gently on the shoutder.” © is 


Mr. Ch—Imley; says my bum. Mell, Si. 


and what i i is Mr. Ch—Im—ley ;' say the other, 
eernly, jus! hfring his eyes a moment from his book, and 
returning 15 it again, with renewed avidity.” This 
surely conveys a notion of Johnson, as if he had been 
grozly rude to Mr. Cholmondelcy,” x gentleman 
whom he always loved and esteemed. If, therefore, 


| there was an absolute necessity for mentioning the 
story at all, it might have been thought that her ten- 


derness for Dr. Jobnson's character would have dis- 


posed her to state any thing that could soſten it. 
Why then is there a total silence as to what Mr. 


known bim from bis earliest · year, having been made 


' em of what had rel —_— 4.4 a 
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Earl of Cholmondeley, and one of the Commissioners of Excise; a 
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took occasion, when he afterwards met him, to make 
a very courteous and kind apology. There is an- 
other little circumstance which I cannot but remark. 
Her book was published in 1785, she had then in 
her possession a letter from Dr. Johnson, dated in 
1777, which begins thus: „ Cholmondeley's story 
shocks me, if it be true, which I can hardly ak, 
for I am utterly unconscious of it: I am 

and very much ashamed. Why then publigh-che 


| anecdote? Or if she did, why not add the cireum- 
stances, with which she was well aequainted'! + 
In his social intercourse she thus describes him: 
Ever musmg till he «vas called out 10 corverse,\and 


comversing till the fatigue of his friends, or the promp- 
titude of his own temper to take offence, consigned him 
back again to silent meditation.” Yet, in the same 


book, she tells us, He war, however seldom' in. 


clined to be silent, when any moral or literary question 
was started; and it was on such octasons| that, Tile 
the Sage In * Rasselas, he spoke, and attention watthed 
his lips; he reazoned; and conviction c bud his phrlade,%=. 


His conversation, indeed, was 80 far' from ever fas. 


tiguing his friends, that they regretted when it was 


tou atiguage, W ear Beat 


ng Grfwr 


5 5 4 With thee covering, I forget all 19 85 Ky 


uh certainly, then; do not elaim too much in behalf 
of my illustrious friend in saying, that however smart 


and entertaining Mrs. Thrale's © Anecdotes” are, 


Wi must not be held as 5 good evidence against him ; 
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for wherever an instance of harshness and severity is 
told, I beg leave to doubt its perfect authenticity; 
8 there may have been Some foundation for 
it, yet, like that of his reproof to the “ very cele- 
brated lady, it may be 80 exhibited in the narration 
as to be very unlike the real fact. | 
The evident tendency of the following annals 
i. bo, nepresent Dr. Johnsomh as extremely deficient 
in affection, tenderness, or even common civility. 
« When I one day lamented the loss of a first cousin kil- 
led in America, Prithee, my dear, (said he,) have 
done with canting; how would the world be the worse 
or it, I may ask, if all your relations were at once spit- 
ted like larks, and roasted for Presto's upper? Presto 
was the dog that lay under the table while we talked.” — 
I suspeet this too of exaggeration and distortion. I 
allow that he made her an angry speech; but let the 
circumstances fairly e as told by Mr. n 


| who was present: 


Mrs. Thrale; while supping rr beattily wm 
lurks, laid down her kniſe and fork, and abruptly ex- 
claimed, O, my dear Mr. Johnson, do you know 
what has happened? The last letters from abroad 


have brought us an account that our poor cousin s 


head was taken off by a cannon- ball. Johnson, 
| who was shocked both at the fact, and her light un- 
ſeeling manner of mentioning it, replied, Madam, 
it would give yo very little concern if all your rela- 
tions were e ** de ham ond dro * . 
ane Y NET | 0 


| 2 « n p. 1 

: Upon mentioning this to my friend Mr, Wilkes, he, with his 
usual readiness, pleasantly matched it with the following centimental 
anecdote. He was invited by a young man of fashion at Paris, to 
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It is with concern that I find myself obliged to 
animadvert on the inaccuracies of Mrs. Piozzi's 

« Anecdotes,” and perhaps I may be thought to 
have dwelt too long upon her little collection. But 
as from Johnson's long residence under Mr. Thrale's 
roof, and his intimacy with her, the account which 
she has given of him may have made an unfavourable 
and unjust impression, my duty, as a faithful biogra= 
per, has obliged me Oy to perform an un- 

e tage ee 


f Having iel the 155 negociation, as I called it, 8 
the best hands, I shall here insert what relates to it. 
Johnson wrote to Sir Joshua Reynolds on July 6, aas 
follows : „I am going, I hope, in a few days, to try 
the air of Derbyshire, but hope to see you before I 
go. Let me, however, mention to you what I have 
much at heart.—If the Chancellor should continue 

his attention to Mr. Boswell's request, and confer 

with you on the means of relieving my languid state, 

I am very desirous to avoid the appearance of askipg 
money upon false pretences. I desire you to repre- 

sent to his Lordship, what, as soon as it is suggested, 

* will n to be 3 if I grow , 


noni oats dates 8 TR mistress, 
but with whom he was going to part. He said to Mr. Wilkes that 
he really felt very much for her, she was in such distress; and that 
he meant to make her a present of two hundred lonis-d'ors. Mr. 
Wilkes observed the behaviour of Mademoiselle, who sighed indeed 
very piteously, and assumed every pathetick air of grief; but eat 
no less than three French pigeons, which are as large as English 

: partridges, besides other things. Mr. Wilkes whispered the gen- 
tleman, © We often say in England, Exceuive sorrow 18 exceeding 
dry, but I never heard Excessrve zorraw 1s exceeding hungry, Per- 
haps oxe Hundred will do.” | The gentleman rok the hn 
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much worse, I shall be afraid to leave my physicians, 
to suffer the inconveniences of travel, and pine in the 


solitude of a foreign country — That, if I grow much 


better, of Which indeed there is nod little appear- 


ance, I sball not wish to leave my friends and my 


domestick comforts ; for I do not travel far pleasure 
or curiosity; yet if I should recover, ebriosity would 
revive. In my present state, I am desirous to make a 
struggle ſor a little longer liſe, and hope to obtain 
some help from a soſter climate. Do for me what 
you can.” He wrote to me July 26: „I wish your 
affairs could have permitted a longer and continued 
exertion of your zeal and kindness. They that have 
your kindness may want your ardour. In the mean 
time I am very feeble; and very dejected.” | 

By a letter from Sir Joshua Reynolds I was in- 
ſormed, that the Lord Chancellor had called on him, 
and acquainted him that the application had not been 


successful; but that his Lordsbip, after speaking 


highly in praise of Johnson, as a man who was an 
hgnour to bis country, desired Sir Joshua to let him 


know, that on granting a mortgage of his pension, 


he should draw on his Lordship to the amount of five 
or six hundred pounds; and that his Lordship ex- 
plained the meaning oſ the mortgage to be, that he 


wished the business to be conducted in such 4 man- 


ner, that Dr. Johnson should appear to be under the 
least possible obligation. Sir Joshua mentioned, that 


he had-by the ame you metas _ mate 
Dr. Johnson. | 


How Jolthethy" was affected upon we 'vecadioh 


will appear from. what he wrote to Sir Jon 


Reynolds: 4 
Ashbourne, "Sept. 6. (1% Many words 1 . are 


89 1 


aber Du founSoN! 15 
not necessary between you and me, to eonvinee 
you what gratitude is excited in my heart by che 
Chancellor's liberality,” w__ yo kind offices.” a (9 
va ++ 

„ have enclosed a nul to the Chancellor 80 
when you have read it, you will be pleased to seul f 
with a head, or any other general seal, and convey- it | 4 
to him: had 1 sent it directly to him, I should have 1 
ee tore e e 


nar hint 
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« v0 in LOUD ten CRANORLLOR,* 1 


« wy LORD, WICH eln len 1 .- 

% AFTER a long 3 not inattentive observation 1 1 

of mankind, the generosity of your Lordship's offer 
raises in me not less wonder than gratitude. Bounty, = 
80 liberally bestowed, I should gladly receive, if my FH 
condition made it necessary; for, to such a mind. ſl 
ho would not be proud to own his obligations ? But = 
it has pleased Gov to restore me to 80 great a 
measure of health, that if I should now appropriate „ 
so much of a fortune destined to do good, I could not 
escape from myself the charge of advancing a false 
claim. My journey to the continent, though I once | 
thought it necessary, was never much encouraged by # 
my physicians; and I was very desirous that your | 
Lordship should be told of it by Sir Joshua Rey nolds, 


— on accountiof rhe eiliſeri pes | 
sentiment and expression of rhis letter, took a copy of it, lich he | 
shewed to some of his friends ; one of whom, who admired jt, beg — 
allowed to peruse it Jeisurely at home, a copy was made, and found, i 
its way into the newspaper and magazines, It was transcribed 
with some inaccuracies, 1 ue from IEEE Mars: 
% n We 1 

a 3 | 


—— — — — 1 
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as an event very uncertain ; for if I grew much bet- 
ter, I should not be willing, if much worse, not able, 
to migrate.—Your Lordship was first solicited with- 
out my knowledge ; but, when I was told that you 
were pleased to honour me with your patronage, I 
did not expect to hear of a xeſusal; yet, as I have 
had no long time to brood hope, and have not rioted 
in imaginary opulence, this cold reception has been 
Scarce. a disappointment ; and, from your Lordship's 
kindness, I have received a benefit, which only men 
like you are able to bestow. I shall now live miki 
carior, with a NE — of my own merit. 
J am, my Lord, 
« Your Lordship's most obliged, | 
Most grateful, and 

e Most humble servrant, 9 

| © September, 16. N Sau. Jonxsox.“ ht 


Upon this . failure 1 abstain from pre- 
suming to make any remarks, or to offer any con- 
jectures. 

Having . after repeated reagonings, brought Dr. 
Johnson to agree to my removing to London, and 
even to furnish me with arguments in favour of what 
he had opposed ; I wrote to him requesting he would 
write them for me; he was so good as to comply, and 


I shall extract that he oat ee eb a . 


as a proof how well he could exhidit a cautious y 
encouraging view. of it: 


J remember, i 0s ee 4 


virtus ert vitium fugere; the first approach to riches 
is security from poverty. The condition upon which 
you have my consent to settle in London is, that 

your expence never exceeds your annual income. 


Wem 
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Fixing this basis of security, you cannot be hurt, and 
you may be very much advanced. The loss of you 
Scottish business, which is all that you can loses is 
not to be reckoned as any equivalent to the hopes and 


possibilities that open here upon you. If vou su- 


ceed, the question of prudence is at an end; every 
body will think that done right which ends happily; 


and though your expectations, of which I would not 


advise you to talk too much, should not be totally 
answered, you can hardly fail to get friends who will 
do for you all that your present situation allows. you 
to hope; and if, after a few years, you should return 
to Scotland, you will return with a mind supplicd by 
various conversation, and many opportunities of en- 
quiry, with much knowledge, and maternal for re- 
flection and instruction.“ . 


Let us now contemplate Johnson thirty 2 aſter 
the death of bis wiſe, still PORE. for her all the 
| tenderness of affection. 

0 THE REVEREND un. BAGSHAW, AT e 
« mn, 


„ Punnars you may remember, chats hn year 


1756, you committed to the ground my dear wife. 
I now entreat your permission to lay a stone upon 


her ; and have sent the inscription, that, if you. find X 


it proper, you may signify your allowance. 


« You will do me a great favour by chowing the 
place where she oy, that the stone "_ dee her 


remains. 
* Mr. Ryland will wait on you for the i inseription,” 


8e Vol, II. ps 259 Printed in his Works. 


1 


* 
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and . procure it to be engraved. Lou will easily be- 
lieve that I sbrink from this mournful office. When 
it is done, if I have strength remaining, I will visit 
Bromley once again, and pay you part of the respect 
n have a right from, Reverend Sir, 

„ LTour most humble servant, 


| * Jp e TTL g Sa. anne 1 


S » 44 
„ . 


0 ee Club's: «] 


40 but think that in my languid and anxious 


state, I have some reason to complain that J receive 
from you neither enquiry nor consolation. Jou 
know bow much I value your friendsKip, and with 

what confidence I expect your kindness, if I wanted 
any act of tenderness that you could perform ; 
at least, if you do not know it, I think your igno- 
rance is your own fault, Yet how long is it that I 
have lived almost in your neighbourhood without the 
least notice.—T do not, however, consider this neg- 


lect as particularly shown to me; I hear two of your 


most valuable friends make the same complaint. 
But why are all thus overlooked ? You are not op- 
pressed by sickness, you are not distracted by busi- 
ness; if you are sick, you are sick of leisure: And 
allow yourself to be told, that no disease is more to 


be dreaded or avoided,” Rather to do nothing than 
to do good, is the ee eee been 


ann 1270 . pupil, urg a 
Fs Que les ver s te vier pb 5 vine ane el, 


: Cultivez vos AMIS, women 
That voluntary debility, which modern ge is 
content to term indolence, will, if it is not counter- 


4. ö. 1784] Da. JOHNSON: 1 : 
acted by resolution, render / in time (he strongest fab >, 
culties lifeless, and turn the flame to the smoke + _ 7 
virtue. I do not expect nor desire to see you, be- NE. 
cause I am much pleascd to find. that your mother! e 
2 80 long with you, and I should think yu ei- . 
ther elegant nor grateful, if you did not study her x Sl 
gratification. , You will pay my respeets to both the 
ladies, and to all, the young people.—I am going 
Noꝛethward ſor à while; to try what help the — „ 
can give me; but, if you. ann the. letter w_ RY 
come after me. b> 461-199 ene cl enn oe I 
| Netiday he 4etiout on 4 jaanktoStaffondobie and „ 
3 


— 


— 


— 22 2 — —ä 8 ——— — — 
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Derbyshirs, flattering bimself that he-naijghtc-bg in 
some degree-reheyed. 1 c 200 34 ie enn 0 5 
During his absence ſrom London he kept u 
e eee with several 6f his friends, f bl 
which J shall select what appears to ine proper ſorrn 5 
publication, without: attending; nicely to'olwboudiogh> . 
r 1 Mu ant at > | 1 
Io Dr. Baoexr.tsy,: he-writes/Achboutne, unn 
20. The kind attention which you have 6 long 
Shewn to my health and happiness, makes it as much ” 
a debt of gratitude as a call of interest, to give you an ”" 
account of w'iat beſals me, When accident recover? © © 7] 
me from your immediate care. The journey of e 1 
first day was performed with very little ne | 
tigue; the second day brought me to Lichfield, with⸗-- 
cout much lassitude; but I am afraid that I could not 
have borne such violent agitation for many days to- 
i Tell Dr. Heberden, chat in the coach I d,] 
"SO: n pn l as I enterell Leb. 
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804 Ar nde endiundewnanding went along 
with Erasmus, except that once or twice he somewhat 
unskilfully entangles Cicero's civil or moral, with 


his rhetorical, character. I staid five days at Lich- 
field, but, being unable to walk, had no great plea- 
sure, and yesterday (19th) I came hither, where I am 
to try what air and attention can perſorm.—Of any 
improvement in my health I cantiot yet please myself 
wir the perception. '* The asthma has 
no abatement. Opiates stop the fit, so as that I can 
sit and sometimes lie easy, but they do not now pro- 
cure me the power of motion; and I am afraid that 
my general strength of body does not encrease. The 
weather indeed is not benign; but how low is be 


sunk whose strength depends upon the weather !—1 


am now looking into Floyer, who lived with his asth- 


ma to almost bis ninetieth year. His book by want 


* 


of order is obscure, and his asthma, I think, not of 
- the same kind with mine. Something however I may 


enough; and what I consider as a symptom of radi- 
cal health, I have a yoracious delight in raw summer 
fruit, of which I was less eager a few years ago. Tou 
will be pleased to communicate this account to Dr. 
Heberden, and if any thing is to be done, let me 
have your joint ON TRI Ivy wy 
enquire after the Club. eee e 

July 31. Not recollecting this: Dr. Heblerlien 7 
eee Windsor, I thought your letter long in 
coming. But, you know, nocitura petuntur, the let- 


ter which 1 5 much desired, tells me that I have lost 
3 e e e TO agg" eat ey 


enn br. JOHNSON #8 


is, that be appeared to live like u man that hadalwitys 


before his eyes the fragility of our present existence; 


and was therefore, I hope, not unprepared to meet 


his judge. Nour attention; dear Sir, and that of Dr. 


Heberden, to my health, is extremely kind. I am 


loth to think that I grow worse; and cannot fairly: 
prove evento my own' A Ur 
better. 

August 5. % * win you PA 42 Sie for 
your unwearied attention, both medicinal and friend- 
ly, and hope to prove the effect of your care by Og 
to acknowledge i * 

August 12. Pray be 80 kind as to dare hut ln 
your thoughts, and mention my case to others'as you 


have opportunity. I seem to myself neither to gain 
nor lose strength. I have lately tried milk, but have 
yet found no advantage, and am afraid of it merely 


asu liquid. My appetite is still good, which I know 


is dear Dr. Heberden's criterion of the vis bitlæ.— As 
we cannot now see each other, do not omit to write; 


for you cannot think with what warmth of nnen 


I reckon the hours of a post- day. 


August 14. have hitherto sent you only me- 


lancholy letters, you will be glad to hear some better 


account. -Yesterday the asthma remitted; pereeptibly* 


| remitted, and I moved with more ease than 1 have 


emoyed ſot nutty weeks. May Gop continue his 


mercy. This account I would not delay, because I 


5 2 or complainers, and yet 
I have since we parted, uttered nothing till now bux 


terrour and sorrow. Write to 1116; dear Sir.“ 


August 16. © Better 1 hope,” and better. M Gy 


respiration gets more and more ease and liberty. I 
e honmy. - after a very liberal dimmer, 
32 
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without any inconvenience; it ee ene 
walk, but I never walked it without difficulty, since 
L came, before. *.# — 

to overpower the sceming vis inertiæ of the pectoral 
and pulmonary muscles. I am favoured with a de- 
gree of ease tliat very much delights me, and do not 
despair oſ another race upon the stairs of the Acade- 
my.—lf I were, however, of a humour to see, or to 
show the rag bees Ser on the dark dee tet | 


' 
Say, 2 15 Mb 7:60 11 ; OY 4 . 15 Nn vr Kinn 


r! da te AH juda sþinis 4; 1 ne , 


| The nights are still sleepless, aud che water foes, | 
though it does not rise very ſast. Let us, however, 
rejoice in all the good that we have. The remission | 
of. one. disease will enable nature to combat the rest. 
— The squills I have not neglected; far I have taken 
more than a hundred drops a day, and one day took 
two hundred and ſiſty, which, according to the popu- 
lar equivalence of a drop to a grain, is more than half 
an ounce.—I thank you, dear Sir, for your attention 
in ordering the medieines; your attention to me has 
never failed. If the virtue of medicines could be en- 
forced by the beneuoſence of the preceriber, Nene 
should I be well.“ 7 W 8 

August 19. The een of che! bw gill 
88 yet 1 do not trust it wholly to itself, but 
soothe it now and then with an opiate. I not nly 
perform the perpetual act of respiration with less la- 
bour, but I can walk with fewer intervals of rest, and 
with greater freedom of motion.—I never thought 


4 _ well of Dr. James's compounded medicines; his in- 


|  gredients appeared to ine sometimes inefficacious and 
trifling, and sometimes heterogeneous and destructive 


* CLEATS * * *** 9 
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of each other. This prescription exhibits ac 
tion of about three hundred and thirty grains, in | 
which there are four grains of emetick tartar; and six LR Wt | 
drops [of] thebaick tincture. ' He that writes thus, 2 
surely writesfor show. The basis of his medicine is the 
gum ammoniacum, which dear Dr. Lawrence used 
to xive, but of which I never saw any effect. We will, 
if you please, let this medicine alone. The squilis 
have every suffrage, _ in the n we win rest __ | 
the present.“ 

August 21, The hide whdck you show by 
having me in your thoughts upon all occasions, will, 
I hope, always fill my heart with gratitude. Be 
pleased to return my thanks to Sir George Baker, for 
the consideration which he has bestowed upon me. 

Is this the balloon that has been so long expected, 1 
this balloon to which I subscribed, but without pa il 
ment ? It is pity that philosophers have been disa . 
pointed; and shame that they have been cheated; burt 
I know not well how to prevent either. Of this ex- | 
periment I have read nothing; where was it exhibited? 5 
and who was the man that ran away with so much 5 
money Continue, dear Sir, to write often and more „ 
at a time; for none of your preseriptions operate to 
their proper uses more dag then 71 e IR. 
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August 26. « Leuffered you to — Wegen Re > 
without a letter, but you are not to expect such in- ; 
dulgence very often; for I write not so much be- 
cause I have any thing to say, as because I hope ſor 
Sue eee, 
letter of great value.—I have here little company ana | 
Iittle amusement, and thus abandoned to the contem- | 
lation of my own miseries, I am sometimes gloomy. | 
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and depressed; this too Iresist as I can, and find opi- 
um, I think, useful, but I seldom take more than 


one grain—ls not this strange weather? Winter 


absorbed the spring, and now autumn is come before 
we have had summer. But let not our kindness for 
each other imitate the inconstancy of the seasons.“ 

Sept. 2. Mr. Windham 8 been here to see 


me; he came, I think, ſorty miles out of his way, and 


Said about a day and a half, perhaps I make the time 
shorter than it was. Such conversation I shall not 
have again till I come back to the regions of litera- 
tures and there Windham is, inter stellas* Fama mi- 
nores.” He then mentions the effects of certain 
| medicines, as taken ; that * Nature is recovering its 
original powers, and the ſunetions returning to their 
proper state. God contivns b mi, and cat 
me to use them rightly.” 91410 

Sept. 9. “ Do you e eee eee 


| of Devonshire? And have you ever Seen Chatsworth ? 
_ I was at Chatsworth on Monday: 1 had seen it be- 


fore, but never when its owners were at home; I 


Vas very kindly received, and honestly pressed to 


stay; but I told them that a siek man is not a fit 
inmate nr ann.. 
some time. It | 
Sept, 11. ©'* 1 ink noting am dial 

rather better, except sleep, and that of late has been 
at its old pranks, Last evening, I felt what I had 
not known ſor a long time, an inelination to walk 


for amusement; I took a short walk, and came back 
e EF | 


'® Ie is remarkable that 80 good a Latin xcholar as Jabroony odd 
have been so inattentive to Rt, as * mictake wanne Written 
mar ne a | 


3 17384) Ds, JOHNSON, a 
a gloomy, frigid, ungenial summer, but of late it 


scems to mend; den - the nl 


tioned, but I do not ſeel it: 


© Preterea minimus gelido Jane" in r n- 
Febre calet 0d. 


I hope, however, with good help, to find means of 
supporting a winter at home, and to bear and tell 
at the Club what is doing, and what ought to be 
doing in the world. 1 have no company here, and 
shall naturally come home hungry for conversation. 


o wish you, dear Sir, more leisure, would not be 


kind; but what leisure you have, you must bestow 
upon me.“ 

Sept. 16. 1 haye, no let 1 
time, having indeed little to Say. You charge me 


somewhat unjustly with luxury. At Chatsworth, 


you should remember, that I have eaten but once; 


and the Doctor, with whom I liye, follows à milk 


diet. I grow no fatter, though: my stomach, if it be 


not disturbed by physick, never "Gail me. —I now 


grow weary of solitude, and think of removing next 


week to Lichfield, a place of more society, but 


Otherwise of less convenience. When I am settled, 
I shall write again. —Of the, hot weather that , you 
mention, we haye [not] had in Derbyshire very 
much, and for myself 1 seldom feel heat, and sup- 


pose that my frigidity is the effect of my distemper.; 


a supposition which naturally leads me to hope that 
a hotter climate may be useful. But I hope to . 
another English winter“ 

Lichfield, Sept. 29. 60 « On. one 6 1 had three 
letters about the air-balloon : yours was far the best, 


and has enabled me to impart to my friends in the 


8 an idea of this species of amusement. In 


n 
— —— —————— REF r 
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amusement, mere amusement, I am afraid it must 
end, for I do not find that its coure can be directed 
so as that it should serve any purposes of communi- 
cation; and it can give no new intelligence of the state 
of the air at different heights, till they have ascended 
above the height of mountains, which they seem 
never likely to do.—I came hither on the 27th. 
How long I shall stay, I have not determined. My 
dropsy is gone, and my asthma much remitted, but 
1 have felt myself a little declining these two days, 
or at least to-day ; but such vicisitudes must be 
expected. One day may be worse than another; but 
this last month is far better than the ſormer; if the 
next should be as much better than this, 1 ahall run 
about the town on my own legs. 
October G. The fate of the balloon I do not 
much lament: to make new balloons, is to repeat 
the jest again; We now know a method of mount- 
_ wg) into the air, and, I think, are not likely to know 
more. The yehicles can serve no use till we can 
. guide them ; and they can gratify no curiosity till 
we mount with them to greater heights than we can 
reach without; till we rise above the tops of the 
+ highest mountains, which we have yet not done. 
We know the state of the air in all its regions, to the 
top of Teneriffe, and therefore, learn nothing from 
those Who navigate a balloon below the clouds. The 
first experiment, however, was bold, and deservetl 
 applause and reward. But since it has been per- 
formed, and its event is known, I had rather now 
= a medicine that can ease an asthma.“ 
October 25. * You write to me with a zcal that 
-animates, and a tenderness that melts me. I am not 


Wind cither of a At to London, or a I. 
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in it. I came down with little fatigue, and am now. 
not weaker. In the smoky atmosphere I was deli- 
vered from the dropsy, which I consider as the ori- 
ginal and radical disease. The town is my element 

there are my friends, there are my books, to which 
I have not yet bid farewell, and there are my amuse- 
ments. Sir Joshua told me long ago that my voca- 
tion was to publick liſe, een 
station, till Gon shall bid me Go m peur. 
TVO Mr. Hoozs. Ashbourne, Aug. 7. Since I 
was here, I have two little letters from you, and have 
not bad the gratitude to write. But every man is 
most ſree with his best friends, because he does nut | 
suppose that they can suspect him of intentional 
incivility.— One reason for my omission is, that being 
in a place to which you are wholly a stranger, I have 
no topicks'of correspondence. If you had any know- 
ledge of Ashbourne, I could tell you of two Ashbourne 
men, who, being last week condemned at Derby to 
1 went and hanged them- . 
selves in their cell. But this, however it may supply = 
us with talk, is nothing to you.—Your kindness, = 
menen een 0 ang VO 
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to Ms. Smart; wife of his friend the Poet, which is published in a 
well-written life of him, -prefixed to an edition of his Poems, in 
1791, there is the following sentence: To one that has passed 0 


many years in the pleasures and py ee Ive 
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me, but I have not much good to tell; if I grow not 


worse, it is all that I can say, I hope Mrs. Hoole 
receives more help from her migration. Make ber 
my compliments, and e e my pee wy 
_ affectionate servant. “ 

Aug. 13. I thank pen a let- 
ter. I hope we shall both be the better for each 
other's friendship, and I hope we shall not very 
quickly be parted. Tell Mr. Nicholls' that I shall 
be glad of his correspondence, when his business 
allows him a little remission; though! tb. wish him 
less business, that I may have more pleasure, would 
be too selfish. To pay for seats at the balloon is not 
very necessary, because in less than a minute, they 
2 1 distance will see all that can be 
About the wings am of your mind; they 
| Pee assist it, nor I think regulate its mo- 
tion. I am now grown somewhat easier in my body, 
but my mind is sometimes depressed. About the 
Club I am in no great pain. The forfeitures go on, 
and the house, I hear, is improved ſor our future 
Prana gal I hope we shall moet oſten and sit long.“ 
| Sept. 4. LJour dettet us, indeed, Jong iu com- 
ing, but it was very welcome. Our acquaintance 
has nom subsisted lang, and our recollection of each 
other involves a great space, and many little occur 
rendes, which melt the thoughts to tenderuess.— 
Write to me, therefore, as frequently as you N 
1 hear from Dr. Brocklesby and Mr. Ryland, that 


* the Club is not crouded 1 hope vs chalt eures it 


* winter brings us together. en 
To Du. Bunxszr. August 2. The Try on, 
| you know, has not been . Lam now reduced 
to think, and am at last content to talk of the wea- 
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tber. Pride ust have a full. — I have lost dear 


Mr. Allen, and wherever I turn, the dead or the dy- 


ing meet my notice, and force my attention upon 
misery and mortality. Mrs. Barney's escape from 
so much danger, and her ease after 80 much pain, 


throws, however, some radiance of hope upon the 


gloomy prospect. May her recovery be perſect, and 
her continuance long.—I struggle hard for liſe. 1 
take physick, and take ar; eee 


| always ready. We have run this morning twenty= 
four. miles, and could ran: forty-cight wore. Bus 


: wie eq rub lian with daniel 4 rn Bb 
Sept. 4. [ Concerning a private e 0 
nn was: asked, and after giving it he 


makes the following reflections, which are applicable 


on other occasions. ] Nothing deserves more 
compassion than wrong conduct with good mean- 
ing; chan loss or obloquy suffered by one who, as 
be is conscious only of good intentions, wonders 


why be loses that kindness which he wishes to pre- 


serve; and not knowing his own fault, if, as may 
sometimes happen, nobody will tell him, goes on to 
offend by his endeavours to please. I am delighted . 
155 en Fe n our e are — nnn 
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grateful than for that which concerned the weather. It Wes, in al- 
lusion to his impatience with those who. were reduced to keep c. 
versation alive by observations on the weather, that he applied the 
old proverb to himself. If any one of his intimate acquaintance 
told him dt was hot or cold, wet ot dry, windy or em be would - 
stop them, by saying, Poh! pah ! you are: telling us that of which 
| nn eee Let us bear 
with patience, or enjoy in quiet, elementary changes, whether for - 
| the hetver 07 eee Bunxzr, 
1 
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will do me a real kindness by continuing to write. 
A post-day has ngw been long a day of recreation.” 

ef topicks. I had said what I had to say on the 
matter proposed to my consideration; and nothing 
remained but to tell you, that I waked or slept; that 
I was more or less sick. I drew my thoughts in 
upon myself, ad supposcd yours employed upon 
your book. That your book has been delayed I am 
glad, since you have gamed an opportunity of being 
more exact. Of the caution: necessary in adjusting 
narratives there is no end. Sone tell hat they do 
not kno, that they may not seem ignorant, and 
others from mere indifference abont truth. All trutb 
is not, indeed, of equal importance; but, if little 
violations are allowed, every violation will in tune 
be thought little; and a writer should keep hiniself 
vigilantly on his guard against the first temptations 
to negligence or supineness.—I had ceascd to write, 
because respecting you I had no more to say, and 
respecting myself could say little good. I cannot 


Fe boast of advancement, and in cases of convalescence = 


it may be said, with few exceptions, - uon propreds, es = 


| ed. I hope I may be excepted.— My great dif- 


ficulty was with my sweet Fanny,“ who, by her ar- 
tifice of inserting her letter in yours, had given me 


| a precept of frugality which I was not at liberty to 


neglect; and I know not ho were in town under 
Whose cover I could send my letter. I rejoice. ta. 


bear that you are all 80 well, and have a delight. 
| 5 n an e os _ 


PR |» The bt Mi Fanny av. 


new air and change of place, and partly excited by; 


el  Dil/JOHNSON ͤ a. 


TO Mr. Laxerox. Aug. 253. “ Tbe indess 
_ of your last letter, and my omission to answer it, 
begins to give you, even in my opinion, a right t 


recriminate, and to charge me with forgetfulness for; 


the absent. I will, therefore, delay no longer to 5 


give an account. of myself, and wish 1 could gelate 
what would please either myself or my fried π 
July 13, I leſt London, partly in hope af help» from 


the sek man's impatience of the present. I get 
Lichfield in a stage vehicle, with very little ſatigur, in 
two days, and had the consolation “ to find, that sino 
my last visit my three old acquaintance are all de 
July 20, I went to Ashbourne, where I have bea 
till now; the house in which we live is: xepamng« 
I live in too much oolitude, and am often; deeply de- 
jected : I wish we were nearer, and rejoice inyour: - 
removal to London. A friend, at once cheerful. and 
serious, is a great acquisition. Let us not negiert 
one another ſor the little time which Providenee al- 
lows us to hope. Of my bealth I 'cannat;celll paws = 
what my wishes persuaded me to expect, that it is 
much improved by the season or by remedies. I am 
sleepless; my legs grow weary with a very ſew steps, 
and the water breaks its boundaries in same degrre. 
The asthma, however, has remitted; my breath is 
still much obstructed, but is more free than it was. 
Nights of watchfulness produce torpid days; I read 


| "wy Mikes _ I am alone; for Em od 


0 > . do Ae ene e 
| —perhaps 4d, ot miserable; or the word contlatiam, has been printed 
by mistake, instead of morr;fication :—but the original letter not 
being now ir n ne ok ing MEAS 
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3 -nppliods the Hey what J lost in bed. This is my 


history like all other histories, a narrative of misery. 


Vet am I c much better than in the beginning of 
' the year, that T ought to be ashamed of complaining. 


Ino sit and write with very little sentibility of pain 
oriweakness; but when I rise, I shall find my legs 
bettaying me. Of the money which you mentioned, 
Ihe no immediate need; keep it, however, for me, 
unless some exigence requires it. Your papers I 


wildshew you certainly when you would see them, 


but I am a little angry at you for not keeping mi- 


nutes of your own"accepium er experizum, and think a 
de ver faniliares.” Forgive meh ſor I mean well. 
hope, dear Sir, that you and Lady Rotbes, and all 

the young people, too many ep jg — 


and happy. Gos bless you all.” | 
i» ForMriW mpaan, August. oy «The ee 


uh whicly you bave been pleased to treat me, 


through my long illness, neither health nor sickness 
enn, I hope, make me ſorget; and you are not to 


suppose, that after we parted you were no longer in 


my mind. But what can a sick man say, but that 


be is sick? His choughts are necessarily concentered 


in himself; he neither receives nor can give delight; 
his enquiries are aſter alleviatious of pain, and his 
efforts are to catch some momentary comſort.—— 


Though I am now in the neighbourhood of the Peak, 


pou must enpeet no account of its wonders, of its 


N * 
1 - 
8 K YC TT. 
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hills, its waters, its cayerns, or its mines ; but I will 
tell zou, dear Sir, what 1 hope you” will not hear 
with less satisfaction, that, for about 3 . my hs 
We er „ | 
Lichfield. October * 1 . you have been 


a6, 1984}! Da eso 
Tong enough acquainted with the phenomena of sick- - 


ness, not to be surprised that a sick man withes to be 


where he is not, and where it appears to every hody 


but himself that he might easily be, without having 
tbe resolution to remove. I thought Ashbourne a 
solitary place, but did not come hither till last 


Monday. I have here more company, but my health 
has for, this last week not advanced : and in the 
languor of disease how little can be done? Whither. 
or when, I shall make my next remove I cannot tell 
but I entreat yon, dear Sir, to let me know, from 
time to time, where you may be found, for your, re- 


sidence is a very powerful attractive 40, Si, wu 
mne en 2611 Ren if. ae" v3 154 


(SOAR FI 2 © <a DARE: "$7443 17 44. * 5 7550 l 
e Nee 1 W e . A digs 
1 1 "> ; k AN | 11 70. 1 


„ Y'exxxor bit wut that bw | 


ne Wr. me will make you glad 
am, and in what state. oy," 

<« I have" been struggling very hard with my dis- 
eases. My breath has been very mpch obstructed, 


ts now w bens * 


N KL F * 1 


and the water has attempted to encroach upon me 
again. I past the first part of the summer at Ox-' 
ſord, afterwards I went to Lichfield, thence to ASB 
bourne, in Derbyshire, and a week L 4 I returned 


to Lichfield. 
My breath Wi anal da bd We be 
is in a great measure run why, 40 thatT hope es 


you again hefvre winter. 
Please to make my compliments to Mrs. Per- 


kins, and to Mr. and Mrs. Barclay, I am, dear Sir, 


0 Your most humble servant, 
« Lichfield, Ot. 4 _” “ SAM. Joungon.”, 
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e to ' conelude that you took part in whatever 


good or evil might bel me, I ought not to have 
omitted 50 long the account which I am now about 


; o zive you. My diseases are an asthma and a drop- 


V and, what is less curable, seventy- ye. Of the 
dropey, in the beginaing of che summer; or in the 
spring, Ireeoverec tion, co which truck with 
e e ochre an si6ians ? the astinhn how! 


to Oxford, where the asthma was very tyrantncal, and 


tte dropsy began again to threaten me; but season- 
able physick stopped the inundation: I then returned 
_ to London, and in July took a resolution to visit 


Staffordshire and Derbyshire, where I am yet strug- 
gling with my qiseases. The dropsy made another 


attack, and was not easily ejected, hut at last gaye 


way. The asthma suddenly remitted in bed, on the 


 13thof August, and, though now very oppressive, is, 


I.think, still something gentler than it was before the 
remission. My limbs are miserably debilitated, and 


my nights are sleepless and tedious.· When you read 


this, dear Sir, you are not sorry that I wrote no soon 
er. I will not prolong my complaints. I hope ell 


do see you in 4 happier hour, to talk over what we 


have often talked, and perhaps to ſind ae * 
3 or new incitements to curiosity, 
| Lam, dearSir, cc. Nog 
© Lick, Oct 20, n. Sal. Jouxson.” 


* Kae 
- 9 25 * 


is Hke wise, for a be e wüch Weeds Went 


n Du JOHN $ON, 
* 70 jonn FARADIS8, Sd. 


© DEAR STR, 


„ Tuoven . 
„ I hope you think 
possible for me to for- 
get you, whose kindness to me has been too great 


better of me than to imagine it 


and too ronstant not to have made its impression on 
a harder breast than mine.— Silence is not very cul- 
pable when nothing pleasing is suppressed. It would 
have alleviated none of your complaints to have read 
my vieissitudes of evil. I have struggled hard with 


very formidable and obstinate maladies ; and thotigh 


J cannot talk of health, think all praise dus to my 


— _— ——— 
The dropsy has made two attacks, and has given 


the asthma is very oppressive, but 
that has likewise once remitted. I am very weak, 


and very sleepless; but it is time to conclude the tale 
of migery.—I hope, dear Sir, that you grow better, 


that your lady and the young charmers are well. 
nenne 


, $a, Jounson.” 


| «Lite, Oc: 20, „ 


1 the late ber Paas, Rag his diene Maj : 
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for you have like wise your share of human evil, and | 


= * 
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| (9202 MR. oO NICOL. 0 
© DEAR SIR, - 
„ Stnes JENS FERPA e 
by my asthma, but it has lately been less laborious. 
When I sit I am almost at ease, and I can walk, though 
yet very little, with less difficulty ſor this week past, 
than before. I hope I shall again enjoy my friends, 
and that you and I shall have a little more literary 
conversation. Where I now am, — 
liberally, provided for me but conversation. My 
. #riend is sick himself, and the fit wer 96:98 Wand | 
plaints and groans affords not much of either pleasure 


or instruction. What we have not at home this 


town does not supply, and I shall be glad of a little 
imported intelligence, and hope that you will bestow, 
eee, ent een 


« Aga, eee. ? 8004 Jounson. 
N | » 7". ; 


1% "xg TO MR. CRUIKSHANK.. 
ce DEAR sin, 118 
eee ther ee he 
shall never be accused of forgetting my benefactors. 
1 bad, till lately, nothing to write but complaints 
upon complaints, of miseries upon miseries; but 
within this fortnight I have received great A 
Have your Lectures any vacation? If you are re- 
leased from the necessity of daily study, you may find 
time for a letter to me. ¶ In this letter he states the 
pauarticulars of his case. In return for this account 


V 4 Booksellerto his Majesty. 


ap. 178) Ds. JOHNSON. 3% 


of my health, let me have a good account of yours, 
and of your prosperity in all your undertakings. 
« I am, dear Sir, yours, ce, 
* * Anhbourne, Sept. 4, 1784+ «© SAM, JounsoN.” 


To Mn. Troxas Davirs. August 14.— The 
tenderness with which you always treat me, makes 


me culpable in my own eyes for having omitted o 


write in so long a separation; I had; indeed, nothing 
to say that you could wish to hear. All has been 
bitherto misery accumulated upon misery, disease cor- 


roborating disease, till yesterday my asthma was per- 


ceptibly and unexpectedly mitigated. I am much 


flatter myself that it may continue and improve. 1 
have at present, such a degree of ease, as not only 
may admit the comſorts, but the duties of liſe. Make 
my compliments to Mrs. Ran dear Alen, 
be was a good man.” 


To Sm Josnva erm Abe July 21, 


The tenderness with which I am treated by my 


friends, makes it reasonable to suppose that they are 
desirous to know the state of my health, and a desire 


so benevolent ought to be gratified. I came to Lich- 


field in two days without any painful fatigue, and on 
Monday came hither, where I purpose to stay and 
try what air and regularity will effect. Lcannot yet 


persuade myself that I have made much progress in 
recovery. My sleep is little, my breath is very 
much encumbered, and my legs are very weak. The 


coomſorted with this short relief, and am willing tio 


water has cncreased a little, but bas again run off. 8 


The most distressing symptom is want of sleep.“ 


August 19. © Having bad since our separation, 


little to say that could please you Wi by _ 
| , cc 2 . 
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1 have not been lavish of useless letters; but I flatter 
myself that you will partake of the pleasure with 
which I can now tell you that about a week ago, 
I felt suddenly a sensible remission of my asthma, 
and consequently a greater lightness of action and 
motion. Of this grateful alleviation I know not the 
cause, nor dare depend upon its continuance, but 


while it lasts I endeavour to enjoy it, and am desirous 


of communicating, while it lasts, my pleasure to my 


friends, —Hitherto, dear Sir, I had written before the 


brought me your letter. Mr. Davies seems to have 
represented my little tendency to recovery in terms 
too splendid. I am still restless, still weak, still wa- 
tery, but the asthma is less oppressive,—Poor Ram- 
say! On which side socver I turn, mortality pre- 
sents its formidable frown. I left three old friends at 
Lichfield, when I was last there, and now found 
them all dead. I no sooner lose Sight of dear Allen, 


than I am told that I shall sce him no more. That 


we must all die, we always knew; I wish I had 
Sooner / remembered it. Do not think me intrusive 
or importunate, if I we as coor re On: re 


remember it.“ 


Sept. 2. Lam glad a eee e ce 7 


, Court bas intercepted your furious purposes. I could 


not in any case have approved such publick violence 


ol resentment, and should have considered any hb 


encouraged it, as rather sceking sport for themselves, 
— honour tor you. Resentment gratiſſes him who 
en injury, and n him unjuatly 0 did 


F A ob 9 e a died Abe 
10, 178 Ws II On age, N by his Rows, 
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not intend it. But all this is now -8uperfluous.—T_ 


still continue by Gop's mercy to mend. My breath 


is easier, my nights are quieter, and my legs are less 


in bulk, and stronger in use. I have, however, yet u 
great deal to overcome, before I can yet attain even an 


old man's health. Write, do write to me now aud 


few people have lived so much and so long together, 


with less cause of complaint on either side. The 
retrospection of this is very pleasant, and I hope we 


shall never think on each other with less kindness“ 
Sept. 9. I could not answer your letter before 
chis day, because I went on the sixth to Chatsworth, 
and did not come back till the post was gone. Many 


words, I hope, are not necessary between you and 


me, to convince you what gratitude is excited in my 


heart, by the Chancellor's liberality and your kind 


offices. I did not indeed expect that what was asked 
by. the Chaneellor would have been refused, but since 
it has, we will not tell that any thing has been asked. 
EU have enclosed a letter to the Chancellor which, 
when you have read it, you will be pleased to seal 
with a head, or other general seal, and convey it to 
him; bad I sent it directly to him, I should have 
seemed to overlook the fayour of. your intervention. 


My last letter told you of my advance in health, | 
. which; I think, in the whole still continues. Of tha 


| bhydropick tumour there is now very little appearance: 


the asthma is much less troublesome, and seems to 


remit something day after day. I do not despair of 
supporting an English winter. At Chatsworth, 1 


met young Mr. Burke, who led me very commodi- 
Tm into nee wich the N * 
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We "hed 0 e nee The dinner was 


Sept. 16. «1 flattered: en this week 
MN ira given me a letter from you, but none 
has come. Write to me now and then, but direct 
your next to Lichfield. I think, and I hope, am sure, 
that Istill grow better; I have sometimes good nights; 
but am still in my legs weak, but so much mended, 
that I go to Lichfield in, hope of being able to pay 
my visits on foot, for there are no coaches.—T have 
three letters this day, all about the balloon, I could 
have been content with one. Do not write about 
the balloon, moron my uw were 
say.“ 

— «Lam e poi of your appro- 
bation, and therefore was much pleased that you liked 
my letter. When you copied it, you invaded the 
Chancellor's right rather than mine. The refusal I 
did not expect, but I had never thought much about 
it, for I doubted whether the Chancellor had so much 
tenderness for me as to ask. He, being keeper of the 
King's conscience, ought not tÞ be zappoeed capable 
of an improper petition.— All is not gold that glitters, 
as we have often been told; and the adage is verified 
in your place and my favour ; but if what happens 
does not make us richer, we must bid it welcome, if 
it makes us wiser. -I do not at present grow better, 
nor much worse; my hopes, however, are somewhat 
n hope, but 
Istruggle on as I can, | 
To Mu. Joun Nicnors, Lichfield, Oct. 20. 

When you were here, you were pleazed, as I am 
* to think "wy ons, an a ” 


b. 1984) bu JOHNSON. +, 
should certainly have been very glad to give 80 skilful 

a lover of antiquities any information about my na- 

tive place, of which, however; I know not much, and 

have reason to believe that not nuch is known 

Though I have not given you any amusement, I have 


received amusement from you. At Ashbourne, 
where I had very Httle company, I had the luek to 
borrow © Mr. Bowyer's Life;' a book 80 full of con- 


temporary history, that a literary man must find some 
of his old friends. I thought that I could, now and 
then, have told you some hints worth your notice; 
and perbaps we may talk a life over. I hope we shall 
be much together; you must now be to me what 
you were before, and what dear Mr. Allen was, be- 
sides. He was taken unexpectedly away, but I 
think he was a very good mani—l have made little 


progress in recovery. ele 


dleeplew 3 eee e 5 


This various mass of Welle on which thing 
thus brought together, is valuable, both as an addi- 


tion to the store which the publick already has of 


Johnson's writings, and as exhibiting a genuine and 

noble specimen of vigour and viyacity, of mind, 
| minen * n 3 
minish. 

It may be Served, that vnd in tur way: 
whether for the publick, or privately to his vine: 
was by. fits and starts; for we see frequently, that 
many letters are written on the same day. When he 
had once overeqmie his abersion to begin, he was, I 


suppose, desſrous to go an, in arder to relieve his 


mind row the ae refleion of dolying what b. 


' ought todo, * * 140A 
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| While in the country, notwithstanding the accu- 
mulation: of illness which he endured, his mind did 
not lose its powers. He translated an Ode of Horace, 
which is printed in his Works, and composed several 
prayers. /..I shall insert one of them, which is so wise 


and energetick, 50 philosophical and so pious, that 
I doubt not of its affording consolation to many a 


_ sincere Christian, when in a state of mind to which [ 
believe the best are sometimes liable.· 


And here I am enabled fully to detain e n, 


N reflection, by Sir John Hawkins, both against 


Dr. Johnson, and his faithful servant, Mr. Francis 
Barber; as if both of them had been guilty of culpa- 
ble neglect towards a person of the name of Heely, 
whom Sir John chooses to call a relation of Dr. John- 
son's. The fact is, that Mr. Heely was not his rela- 


tion; he had indeed been married to one of his cou- 
sins, but she had died without having children, and 


r eee ene eee the 


"ein mee W 
Wr this hoes eee ee bee bn works 
to work out my sal vation, enable me to drive from me all such un- 
quiet and perplexing thoughts as may mislead or hinder me in the 
practice of those duties which Thou hast required. When I behold 
the weeks of thy —— 


give me grace always to remember that thy thoughts are not my 5 
thoughts, nor thy ways my ways. And while it shall please thee 


to continue me in this world, where much is to be done, and little 


| to be known, teach me by thy Holy Spirit, to withdraw my mind 


from unprofitable and dangerous enquiries, from difficulties vainly 
curious, and doubts impossible to be solved. Let me rejoice in the 


light which Thou hast imparted, let me serve Thee with active zeal 


and humble confidence, and wait with patient expectation for the 
time in which the xoul which Thou receivest shall be satisfied 
with knowledge. Grant this, — OI - 
Amen,” 


AID vu? 27 af 


een +” * 
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D.. lou xsox. * 


light connection which there once bad been by 
alliance was dissol ved. Dr. Johnson, who had ghewn/ 


„ 9 * ue a * — * 


* 
9 


very great liberality to this man While his first Ws 


ee Siam as has appeared in a ſormer part of this 


work, was humane and charitable enough to con- 


there was no strong call of duty upon him or upon 
his legatee, to do more. The following letter, ablig- 
— by My. rr 
will confirm what I ee W 
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05 . n — ahh 
yon ws ve n d d aid the smallest 


sum that will supply your present want; you cannot 
suppose that I haye. much to spare. Two guineas s 
as much as you ought to be behind with your eredi- 
tor —If you wait on Mr. Strahan, in New-street, 
Fetter-latie, or in his absence, on Mr. Andrew 


Straban, show this, by which they are entreated io 


eee eee Amen enn 
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rr 


ub an unhappy prejudi e.... 
We now behold.Jobnsou for e ee 1 


_ nativecity, ſor which he ever retuined a warm affec- 

tion, and which, by a sudden apostrophe, under the 
word Liab, he introduces with'reverence, into his in- 

mortal Work. Taz ENTE Drextottany dels, 


N W ire e OO 013: 492605; 4:17 


3 1 1 — instance only 8 


| incumbent on me to point out, ic, uk 's having 


signified his willingness 22 1 455 
ite! i wills s beg dete, ow of yo i 


(page 444.) © Mr, Garrick knew not what risque he ran by this 


offer. Johnson had 50 Strange a ſorgetſulness of obligations of this 


surely conveys a most unfavourable insinuation, and has been so un- 


derstood. ' Sir John mentions the single case of a curious edition of | 
Politian, which he tells us, * appeared to belong 10 Pembroke Col. 


lege, which, probably, had been considered by Johnson as his own, 
as an inadvertence, and draw no _general-inference ? The truth is, 


| . that Johnson was v0 attentive, that in etc of ils mae rip: in my 
. EO eee e e eee Ras 


lent. 11 "I LEW WW; 10 


ges concerning Johnzon v which have unquestionable merit. One 
f them 1 chall transeribe, in justice to a'writer whom 1 have had 


what may be observed of some men, that all they do is just, fit, and 


bort, that few who lent him books ever aw them again.“ This 5 
for upwards of fifty years,” Would it not be fairer to consider this | 


Si Jobs Mees « compilarion, there ar, howerer, ene 4s 


too much occasion to ensure, and to dhe my fairness as the biogra- 
. pher bf my illustrious friend : “There was wanting in his-congnct 
- and behaviour, that dignity which bahn from = regular and orderly. 
course of action, and by an irresistible power commands esteem. 
| He could not be said to be a stayed man, nor 50 to have adjusted in his 
mind the balance of reason and passion, as to give occanion to tay 


right.” Vet a judicious r might, however, = 


have heen added, that such men 
correct, while their hearts are cold und unfeeling ; and chat 


. ghee a te fe 


n 
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magna parens ! While here, he felt a revival of all 


the tenderness of fi ial affection, an instane of which 
appeared in his ordering the grave-stone and inserip- 
tion over Elizabeth Blaney to Tones. _ 
1 renewed:. 

To Mr. Henry White, a young 


1, with 


| . he now formed an intimacy, so as to talk to 


him with great freedom, he mentioned that he could 
not in general accuse himself of having been an un- 


dutiful 86n. © Onde, indeed, (said he,) I was dis- 
obedient ; · I reſused to attend my father to Uttoxeter- 
market. Pride was the source of that refusal, and 


the remembrance of it was painful.” A ſe years ago; 
I desired to atone for this fault; I went to Uttoxeter 


in very bad weather, and stood for a considerabie 


time bareheaded in. the rain, 'on the spot where my 
father's stall used to stand. In „ 


85 aa bope the penanoe was expiatory.” 


eee, wb ES 


and the corporation of his native city, has been communicated 8 


me by the Reverend Dr. Vyse, from the Town-Clerk : & a 
Spadin 0. bees ie . 7680 of b e | 
which the Corporation of Lichfield, in the year 4967, had for the 
merits and learning of Dr. Johnson. His father built” the comers 
house in the Market-place, the two fronts of which, towards Market 


and Broad- market- street, stood upon waste land of the Corporation, 
under a forty years' leaze, which was then expired. On the 1 gth of 
August, 1967, at a common-hall of the bailiffs and citizens, it was 


ordered (and that without any solicitation, ) that à lease $hould be 


granted to Samuel Johnson, Doctor of Laws, af the encroachments 


. at his house, for the term of ninety-nine-years, at the old rent, which 
was five chillings. Of which, as Town-Clerk, Mr. Simpson had 
the honour and e of informing him, and that he was desired 


to accept it, withe paying any fine on the occasion, which lente 


CC 
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J told bim (says Miss Seward) in one of my 


latest visits to him, of a wonderful learned pig, which 


I had seen at Nottingham; and which did all that 
we. have observed exhibited by dogs and horses. 


The subject amused him. * Then, (ad he) the pigs | 


are. a race. unjustly calumniated. Pi has, it seems, 


not been wanting to man, but man to pig. We do 


not allow time for his education, we kill him at a year 


ald. Mr. Henry White, who was present, observed 


he time, he would not have been justified, in instancing 


that if this instance had happened in or before Pope's 


the swine as the lowest degree of groyeling instinct. 
Dr. Johnson seemed pleased with the observation, 


| while the person who made. it procecded to remark, 
that great torture must have been employed, ere the 


indocility of the animal could have been subdued— 
Certainly, (aid the Doctor z) but, (turning do me,) 


bow old is your pig ? L told. him, three years old. 


* Then, (said he,) the pig has no cause to complain; 
he would have been killed the first year if he had not 


been educated, and protracted existence Is a good re- 


compence for very considerable degrees of torture 
As Johnson had now very faint hopes of recovery, 


and as Mrs. Thrale was no longer devoted to him, it 


might have been supposed that he would naturally 


- have chosen to remain in the comfortable house of 
his beloved wiſe's daughter, and end his life where he 
began it. But there was in him an animated and 
pas. spirit, and e diseases 4 8 


* Mr. Burks bed to. me Ard 8 
nay in his Caro Ma1or, ays of Aspi © In eim ami. 
mum tanquam. arcum Babebat, rec laugueicens zuccum bat s t zenectuti;”” N 
repeating, at the same time, the following noble words in the same 


| parrage ; e e n. erty ii 56 ibi Wed jns 


— 
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depress ordinary mortals, all who saw him; beheld 

and acknowledged the invictum animmm Cittonts. 
Such was his intellectual ardour even at this time; 
day to be lost, in which I do not make a new n 
quaintance; and to another, when talking of 'his 


illness, „ will be conquered; I will not capitulate.“ 


And such was his love of London, so high a relish 


had he of its magnificent extent, and variety of ins 
tellectual entertainment, that he languisbed when 


 rious from the long habit of enjoying the metropolis; | 
and, therefore, although at Lichfield, surrounded with — = 


friends, who loved and revered him, and for whom he 


had a very sincere affection, he still found that such 


conversation as London affords, could be found no 


where else. These feelings, joined, probably, to some 


flattering hopes of aid from the eminent physicians 


solve to return to the capital. 


From Lichſield be 3 3 


passed a ſew days with his worthy old schoolfellow; 


Nr. Hector, who thus writes to me:“ He was ver7 


solicitous with me to recollect some of our most 
early transactions, and transmit them to him, ſor I 
perceived nothing gave him greater pleasure than 


calling to mind those days of our innocence. I com- 
plied with his request, and he only regeived them. a 
| few days before his death. I have transcribed for 


Jour e. mar en minutes 1 wrote to him.“ 


| cam vine, 6 nomini emancipata en, 1 e extremun vite 5 
; e vindicet Ja m. 


. and surgeons in London, who kindly and generously ' 
attended him without accepting fees, mans him re- 
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dir out a biographical catechiam. - 


T four years, having died in January 1789, at Gloucester, where a 


[Erar. 75. 
This paper having been found in bis repositories after 
his death, Sir John Hawking has inserted it entire, 
and I have made occasional use of it and other com- 
munications from Mr. Hector, in the course of this 


Work. I have both visited and corresponded with 
him since Dr. Johnson's death, and by my inquiries 


concerning a great variety of particulars have obtained 


additional inſormation. I ſollowed the same mode 


with the Reverend Dr. Taylor, in Whose presence 1 


_ wrote down a good deal of what he could tell; and 
be, at my request, signed his name, to give it au- 


thenticity. It is very rare to find any person who is 


able to give a distinct account of the liſe even of one 


whom he has known intimately, without questions 


being put to them. My friend Dr. Kippis, has told 


me, that on this account it is — 


Johnson then . 
again kindly reecived by Dr. Adams,“ who was 


BD, r eee I 
this Work, that Mr, Hector has survived bis illustrious schoolfellow 


0 many years ; that he till retains his health and spirits; and has 
gratified me with the following acknowledgement: I thank you, 


mant sincerely thank you, for the great and long continued enter- 
 tainmene your Life of De. Johnooo has aflbeded me, and others, of 


my particular friends,” Mr. Hector, besides setting me tight as to 
the verses on a sprig of Myrtle, (see Vol. bl note,) has fa- 


' - voured me with two Engliah ode, written by Dr. Johnson, at 


an early period of his life, vun eee eee *. 


Poems. 


[This early and worth fiend of jh died a Birmingham, 


 Saumber +, 1994.1 


* [This amiable and excetlent man curvived Dr. Johnson about 


anne js erected $0 his Memory, Oy e re 
„** 


and manner that he approved. He added, that be 
ee e a b. u wn 
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pleased to give me the following account. in one OW 


his letters, (Feb. 17th, 1785 :) © His last visit was, 
I believe, to my house, which he left, after a stay of 
four or five days, We had much serious talk to- 
gether, for which I ought to be the better as long as 


Ilie. Lou will remember some discourse which we 
had in the summer upon the subject of prayer, and 
the difficulty of chis sort of composition. He re- 


minded me of this, and of iny having wished him to 
try his hand, and to give us a specimen of the style 


If — x * N 4 


Seeed to the Memory. of 
__ Wiutan Abans, D. D. OY Oe 
Master of Pembroke College, Oxford, - © 
ine Archdeacon of Landaff. WAS $4 44) ＋ ITS. 


Ingenious, Learned, Eloquent, "gb 
He ably defended the Truth of Christianity :: 
Pius, Benevolent, and Charitable, | | 
He guccessfully-inculcated-its sacred Precepts. 
Pure, and unde viating in his own Conduct, n 
He was tender and compass ionate to the Failings of others. 
Ever anxious for the welfare and happiness of Mankind, 
He was on all occas ions forward to encourage 
Works of publick Utility, and extensive Beneficence, | 
In the Government of the College over which he presided, 


1 His vigilant Attention was uniformly exerted 


| ee ee eee 4 

Whilst the mild Dignity of his Deportment, | 2 

His gentlenes of Dispoxition, and urbanity of Manners, 
Inspired Esteem, Gratitude, and Affection. 


Full of Days, and matured in Virtue, 
He died Jan. 1 3th, 1789, aged $2. 


* 


A veer foot character of Dr; Adams way aloe enki The. 


Gentlemen's Maghuiae,” Gr 1386 Fe 
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not possibly employ his time better, he would in 
ceearnest set ubout it. But I find upon enquiry, that 
no papers of this sort were left behind him, except a 
. few short ny forms —_ droge ney wal 
situation.“ ri AT 1 
bf Adams had vos Men esche de i- 
| matio ou this cube ; for it has since appeared that 
various prayers bad been composed by him at dif- 
ferent periods, which, intermingled with pious reso- 
lutions, and somſe short notes of his life, were entitled 
by him Prayers and Meditations, and have, in 
: his earnest requisition, in the hopes of 
doing good, been published, with a judicious well- 
written Preface,” by the Reverend Mr. Strahan, to 
whom he delivered them. This admirable collection, 
to which I have frequently referred-in the course of 
this Work, evinces, beyond all his compositions for 
the publick, and all the eulogies of his friends and 
admirers, the sincere virtue and piety” of Johnson. 
It proves with unquestionable authenticity, that 
amidst all his constitutional infirmities, his earnest- 
ness to conform his practice to the precepts of Chris- 
tianity was unceasing, and that he habitually. endea- 
voured to refer every transaction of his life to the will 


ol the Supreme Being. 


— 9 1 
e 


He arrived in London on the 1010 of November, 
and next day sent to Dr. Burney the following note, 
which I insert as the last token of his remembrance 
ol that ingenious and amiable man, and as another 


of the many N of the tenderness and benigniy / 
of his heart: 


% Mn. Jonxson, T came home last night, 
sends his respects to dear Dr. Burney, and all the 
n 2 | 
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6 4 , 


| « 'To MR. rcron, IN BIRMINGRAN. 


"= DAR sn, ace Ea DIR 
* T rp not reach Oxford until Fridey whats. | 
13 and then I sent Francis to see the balloon fly, but 
could not go myself. I staid at Oxford till Tuesday, 
and then came in the common vehicle easily to Lon- 
don. I am as I was, and having seen Dr. Brockles- 
by, am to ply the squills; but, whatever be their 
efficacy, this world must soon pass away. Let us 
think seriously on our duty.—T send my kindest re- 
spects to dear Mrs. Careless: let me have the prayers 1 5 
of both. We have all lived long, and must soon 
part. Gon have mercy on us, for the sake of our 
Lord Jssvs Cunter, Amen. e 
17 being Coat” 
London, Nov. 1½ 18%. Sam, Joitxsox.” 


His correspondence with me, after his letter on. 
the subject of my settling in London, shall now, 80 
far as is proper, be produced in one series. 

July 26, he wrote to me from Ashbourne : « On 
the 14th I came to Lichfield, and found every body 
glad enough to see me. On the 20th, I came hither, 

and found a house half-built, of very uncomfortable 
appearance ; but my own room has not been altered. 
That a man worn with diseases, in his eventy-8econd 
or third' year, should-condemn part of his remaining 
. life to pass among ruins and rubhish, 'and that no 
inconsiderable part, appears to me very Strange. —T . 
know that your kindness makes you impatient to 
know the state of my health, in which I cannot 
boast of much improvement. I came W the - 
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| journey without much inconvenience, but when 1 
attempt selſ· motion I find my legs weak, and my 
breath very short; this day I A been much disor- 


dered. I have no company; the Doctor? is busy in 


his fields, and goes to bed at nine, and his whole 

system is so different from mine, that we scem formed 

for different elements; I have; therefore, all my 
amusement to seek within myself.“ 


Having written to him, in bad cpirits, a + letter 


filled with, dejection and fretfulness, and at the same 
time ex pressing anxious apprehensions concerning 
him, on account of a dream which had disturbed me; 


bis answer was chiefly in terms of reproach, for a 


supposed charge of affecting discontent, and in- 
dulging the vanity of complaint. It, however, 
proceeded, © Write to me often, and write like a 
man. I consider your. fidelity and tenderness as a 
great part of the comforts which are yet left me, and 
sincerely wish we could be nearer to each other, — 
++. +++ ++ My. dear friend, life is very 


short and very uncertain; let us spend it as well as 


we can. My. worthy neighbour, Allen, is dead. 
Love me as well as you can. Pay my respects to 


dear Mrs, Ramel Nothing bed me at that tine ; 
let your, superstition at last have an end.” 1 


Feeling, very soon, that the manner in which he 
| had written might hurt me, he two days afterwards, 
July 28, wrote to me again, giving me an account 
of. his sufferings ;. after which, he thus proceeds: 


« Beforethis letter, you will have bad one which I 


hope you will not take amiss; for it contains. only 
. ata ee * * 93471 + * {A 
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best of your lot, and compare yourself not with the 
few that are above you, but with the multitudes 
which are below you.“ #'* * . Go xteadily ſor- 


ward with lawful business or honest diversions. Be, 
(as Temple says of the Dutchmen,) well when you. 


are not ill, and pleased when you art trot angry. 
* # * # # * This may seem but an ill return for 
your tenderness; but I mean it well, for I love you 


with great ardour and sincerity. Pay my respects. 
to dear Mrs. ae, eee the r e 


lors me“ 


I unfortunately was 80 N Adee Ale a 
| considerable part of the year, that it was not, or at 


least I thought it was not, in my power to write to 


my illustrious friend as formerly,” or without expres 


sing such complaints as offended bim. Having 
conjured him not to do me the injustiee of charging 
me with affectation, I was with much regret long 


silent. His last letter to me then _—_y and en | 


me very me: * 


« To JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ, 
© DBAR SIR, © 
& I HAVE a sometimes ee Me 


sometimes relapsed, but, upon the whole, have lost 
ground very much. My legs are extremely weak, 


Da. JOHNSON. 1 5 403 
Spartam quam nactus es ora; make the most and 


and my breath very short, and the water is now en- 


creasing upon me. In this uncomfortable state your 
letters used to -relieve; What is the reason that I 


have them no longer? Are yon sick, or are you 


- gullen? Whatever be _ reason, if it be less than 
we hrs make th bxt for younalf ad fr your 
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friends. I am sometimes afraid that 
your omission to write has some real cause, and shall 
be glad to know that you are not sick, and that no- 
thing ill bas befallen re., or _ __ 


pave family. . ; 
| ef brit * Lam, Sir, your, 8. 
„Ladd, Nor. 5 te: RT. n losen 


Vet eee painful to. me to 604 that 
ina paragraph of this letter, which I have omitted, 1 
he still persevered in arraigning me as before, which 
was strange in him who had so much experience of 
what L suffered. I, however, wrote to him two as 
kind letters as I could; the last of which came too 
late to be read by him, ſor his illness encreased more 

mpidly upon him than I had apprehended; but I 
bad the consolation of being informed. that he spoke 
of me on his death-bed; with affection, and I look. 


_ *. Yorward with humble hope. of men Gignd.. 


Ship in a better world. 

I now relieve the readers of this Work From, any 
5 farther personal -notice of its authour, who if he 
should be thought to have obtruded himself too much 
upon their attention, requests them to consider the 


re. plan of bis l undertaking. 
"x ne . return to the e 


| both the asthma and dropsy Kon more violent 


and distressſul. He had for. some time kept a jour- 
val in Latin of the state of his illness and the reme- 


dies which he used, under the title of Agri Ephe- 


merit, which he began on the ch of July, but — 
tinued it no longer than the 8th of November; 


| x 9 that it was a mournful and un- 


| "5 A'S, 
\ 


4. 5. _— D. JOHNSON. 405 


availing register. It is in my — l 
written with great care and accuracy. 


Still his love of literature? did not fail. A very 
ſour e agus pn Rat he trunsmitted to ie 


$ 11 is truly a. lr to consider the ** r of 
Johnson's literary ardour, notwithstanding the melancholy which 

and embittered his existence. Besides the numerons and 
various works which he executed, he had, at different times, formed - 
schemes of a great many more, of which the following catalogue 
was given by him to Mr, Langton, and by ee 
sented to his A. | 
| e Dir n 
1 and directions for piety : Jo ki 
taken from the directions in Morton's exercise. $1» 


„ Pmosoruv, Hrevory, and Lvretatuas A" 
4 Huey of Criticism, as it relates to judging of ia 
from” Aristotle to the present age. An account of the rise and im- 
FE an- 
cient and modern. | 

« 'Tranddation of the History of Herod. Gobi ann bc 

* New edition of Farrfax's Trauslation of Tuns, with nos 
. i + 0 A 

' « Chaveer, a new edition of him, from manucipts and old ed 
tions, with various readings, conjectures, remarks on his language, 
and the changes it had undergone from the earljest times to hig age, : 
and from his to the present: with notes explanatory of customs, c. 
and references" to Boccace, and other authours from whom he has 
por eter rodent eee 
the stories; his life, and an exact etymological glossary. 

18 Aristodde's Rhetorick, a translation of it into English. / | 

« A Caller Lettefs, transhted from che modems writers, 


with some account of the several authours. © Ig 


% Oldham Poems, with notes, historical and critical. " 

-  Roscomm6n's Poems, with notes. . 
„ Liyes of the Philosophers, written with a polite an, ih 
a manger as may divert as well as instruet. 


„History of the - Heathen Mythology, with an explicclon of * 


| the fables, both allegorical and bistorical 3 with references to the 
poets. * N N : 0 
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Mr. John Nichols, a list of the authours of the Uni- 
08. RO —_— ae en _— in 


* ir FE ws 
| 5 ae e eee eee e, eee 
| Aristotle's Ethicks, an re e d 
_ "notes, | 
* Geographical Dictionary, from the French. . 12 
= Hierocles upon Pythagoras, trapslated into Lana. prep 
9 This is done by Norris. eee 
% A book of Letters, upon all kinds of anbjects. r 
4 Claudian, a new edition of his works, cam mais aan, in 
' the manner of Burman. 
e Tully's Turcalan Quention, a exanutation of them, 
- « Tully's De Natur Deorum, a translation of those books, 
% Benzo's New History of the New World, to be trändsted. | 
% Machiavel's History of Florence, to be translated. ; 
| „ Himory of the Revival of Learning in Euvope, containing an. 
account of Whatever contfibuted to the restoration of literature; 
such as controvemies, printing, the destruction of the Greek em- 
pixe, the encouragement of great men, with the liyes of the most 
eminent patrons and most eminent nene 
learning in different countries. | 
A Body af Chronology, in verve, with historical tes 4 
« A Table of the Spectators, Tatlers, and Guardians, distin. 
 gaished by figures into ai degrees of vatue, with notes, giving the 
reasons of preference or degradation, Re 6 
2 A Collection of Letters from Englizh, authours, with a preface 
eee | 
criticism upon styles; remarks on each letter, if needful. 
by Collection of Proverbs from various lnguges [Jan 
— RN | 
rg i th Common Pra i inimn of Ci 
Dictionary of the Bible. March, — ga. ] 
« A Callcim of Sores nd Example, like tha of Valeriu 
Maximus. Jan, 10% 33. 
. From lian, a volume of select Sie, rev, from aches 
Jan 28,—53. N A 0 8 
Collection of ro. wer- aue ebe | 
3 — . 
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that work. It has, according to his direction; been 
deposited in the British Museum, and is printed in 
the Gentleman's Magazine for- December, 1784. 

« Treatise on the Study of Polite Literature, containing the 
history of learning, directions for editions, commentaries, &. 

« Maxims, Characters, and. Sentiments, after the manner of 
nager, collected d of, pnciers acharh ee the dn. 
with Apophthegms. 

„ Claxial Mixellanes, Select Tranlatons from ancient Greek 
and Latin authours. 

60 Lives e Wlogrios de, o well of th active a the n. | 
r * * 

4 Judgement of the learned ane * 

/ „ Poetical Dictionary of the English tongue. £1 Kr hide 
_ « Considerations upon the present state af London. Wc. 
Collection of Epigrams, * 1 
45 . Engl lnguage, elaing to ond 
Durrer 
| Mimi Liter, ideen ee riches, em: 
| r 1 
Wc. ene e Pine as cee: Manly by wm: 
| « Pltarh's Lives, in Englia, with notes. xt et by 
. | a ale Nas: 

« Mn b ee 09 def ad zen ke 5 8 | 

« The Palace of Sloth,—a visinn . 

. Coluthus, to be translated. | 

Prejudice, —a poetical ess. * eee 1 
a Tbe rules of Nenne vin? Nen | 

| N . 

q Johnacn's extracadingry tte et e nn 
off bis constitutional indolence, and rexotutcly ant down to-woitey ib 
admirably described by Mr. Courtenay, amm | 
which I have several times quoted: e -e d N 

While through life's maze r | 
| « His eee th (hf grew? ee 

© With various stores of erudition fraught” 1 

5 eee 
: | ; 
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During his sleepless nights he amused bimself by 
translaing into Laun verse, from the Wanner 


« Slept in cps nne ee 
The bright ideas stood at once confess'd ; 
inan Nis genius sped its vigorous rays, _ : 

« And ver the letter'd world diffus d a blaze: we . See h 

 * As womb'd with fic the aud dead tis, Bev 69 

«And calmly o'er th” horizon seems to rise e , by og 

« Touch'd by the pointed steel, the lightning flows, 15 

. And all 1 glows.” 


We hall in rain endeavour 10 ee e ebener 
nge Johnson's pen. He owned to me, that he had writ. 
ten about ſorty sermons; but as I understood that he had given or 
sold them to different persons, who were to preach them as their 
-own, he did not consider himself at liberty to acknowledge them. 
Would those who were thus aided by him, who are «ill slive, and 
the friends of those who are dead, fairly inform the world; it would 


* O73 nn; 
v4.3 1 


| 3 gratifying a reasonable curiosity, to which there 


chauld, I think, now be no objection. Two volumes of them, pub- 


Wann death, are sufficiently ascertained; tee Volk. II. p. 


250. —1 have before me, in his hand · writing, a fragment of twenty 
quarto leaves, of a translation into English of Sallust, De Bello Cati- 


| linarie. When it was done I ha ve no notion; but it seems to have 


no very superiour merit to mark-it as his. Beside the publications 
heretofore mentioned I am satisfied, from internal evidence, to ad- 


mit also as genuine the following, which, notwithstanding all my 
'  . Chronologicalcare, escaped me in the course of this work; 


„ Considerations on the Case of Dr. Trapp's Sermons,” + published | 


in 1939, in the Gentleman's s Magazine, It is a'very ingenious de- 


fence of the right of abridging an aut hour 8 work, without being | 


held as infringing his property. This is one of the nicest questions 


in the Law Literature; and I cannot help thinking, that the in- 


: .  dulgence of abridging is often exceodingly injurious to authours and 


booksellers, and should in very few: cases be permitted. At any 


nate, to prevent difficult and uncertain discussion, and give an abso- 


lute security to aut hours in the property of their labours, no abridge- 


ment whatever should be permitted, till after. the e&piration of such 


a number of years as the Legislature may be pleased to fix. i 
But, though it has been confidently. ascribed to him, I cannot 
nnn 8 

N 1 


a. b,! D. JOHNSON. | * 


ol the epigrams in the Autholagia. These trangla- 


tions, wich some other poems by) hid in Latin, he 


Ne Has 


bock entigled &« The Evangelical History 9 ” He was 
no croater; nc declaimer against the times, He would not have 


indy « That we are fallen upon an age in "which corruption is 


not barely universal, is univerxally confessed.” Nor, „ Rapine / 


| PR on the publick without opposition, and perjury betrays it with- 


out, inquiry.” Nor would he, t0-excite a speedy reformation, have 


conjured up such phantoms of terrour as these: A few , years 


longer, and perhaps all endeay ours will be in vain. We may be . 
swallowed by an earthquake; we may be delivered to our ene- . 


mies.“ This is not Johnsonian, . 7 
There ace, n 
ted upon the model of those of Johnson. But the imitation of the 


form, without the spirit of His style, has been $0 general, that this 


of itself is not sufficient evidence. Even our newspaper writers 
aspire to it, In an account of the funeral of Edwin, the comedian, 
in * The Diary” of Nov. 9, 1790, that son of drollery is thus de- 
scribed: « A man who had so often cheered, the sullenness of Va- 


caney, and suspended the approaches of sorrow. And in 4 The 


Dublin Evening Post, August 16, 791, there is the following 


paragraph: It is a singular circumstance, that, in a city like this, 


containing 200,000 people, there are three months in the year during 


which no place of publick amusement is open. Long vacation is 


here a vacation from pleasure, as well as business; nor is there any © 
mode of pass ing the listless evenings of declining summer, but in the 


riots of a tavern, of the stupidity of a coffee - house. 


| I have not thought it necessary to specify every copy e 
written hy Johnson, it being my intention to publish an authentick 
edition of all his Poetry, with notes. 


[As the letter: accompanying this" la, (which folly 2004 BY 
the observation in the text,) was written but a week before Dr. 


Johnson's death, N 
on: 7 | 


+ wt * 1 *. N . 


. T0 R. be 


| ®. The late learved Mr. Swinton, having ove dy HO” 4 


one man, meaning, I suppose, no man but himself, could assign all 


the parts of the Ancient Universal History to their proper authours, 
| At the requeit of Sir Robert Chambers, or of myself, gave the ac- 


count which I now transmit to you ap his own hand; being willing | 
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_ THE LIFE OF [rar. 75. 
gave to his friend Mr. Langton, who, having added 
a few notes, sold them to the booksellers for a small 
sum, to be given to some of Johnsons relations, which 
Was . done; rad they are printed in the 
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to gratad ety chould be known, and that each 
writer should receive his due proportion of praise from posterity. 
N | e this crap of literary intelli- 
ce in Mr. Swinton's own or to deposit it in the bee rn 
edge rd ner nee : 368 
et een e Your mort hi TEVS="7 
N e feen. 
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The Comogony, and a tmall part of the History 
following ; by Mr. Sale. 


To che birth of Abrahpm ; „ aal 
Histo of the Jews, Gauls, and Spaniards ; by Mir, Pralta- 


. - 8 | Ah " f Wn wit 
.Xenophon's Retreat; by the tame. 1 
 Himory of the Persians and the. } t 
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A very erroneous notion has circulated as to John- 
son's deficiency in the knowledge of the Greek lan- 


guage, partly owing to the modesty with which, from 


knowing how much there was to be learnt, he used 
to mention his own comparative acquisitions. When 
Mr. Cumberland * talked to him of the Greek frag- 


ments which are so well illustrated in The Obser- 


ver, and of the Greek dramatists in general, he 
candidly acknowledged his insufficiency in that par- 


_ maid, that though not a great, he was a' good Greek 


scholar, Dr. Charles Burney, the younger, who is 
universally-acknowledged by the best judges, to be 


one of the few men of this age who are very eminent 


for their skill in that noble language, has assured me, 


that Johnson could give a Greek word for almost 
every English one; and that although not sufficiently 
conversant in the niceties of the language, he, upon 
some occasions discovered, even in these, a consider- 
able degree of critical acumen. Mr. Dalzel, Profes- 


sor of Greek at Edinburgh, whose skill in it is un- 


questionable, mentioned to me, in very liberal terms, 
che impression which was made upon him by John- 
zon, in a conversation which they had in London 


concerning that language. As Johnson, therefore, 


was undoubtedly one of the first Latin scholars in 
modern times, let us not deny to nem 


| ditional splendour from Greek. 


I $hall now fulfil my ne of exhibiting speci- 


| am Ouidbertaid aetipis "that % ns Hp A 
great courtesy” by Dr. Johnson, who, in his © Letters to Mrs. 
, Theale,” Vol. II. p. 68, thus speaks of that learned, ingenious, 
2 and accomplished gent atleman: e perygy. nn 7 enn 
venience: but Mr. Cumberland is a million,” 


ticular branch of Greek literature. Net it may be 
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mens of various sorts ion Imitation 0 e 
style. 8 

In the Besen 58s the Royal lich Academy, 
1787," there is an “Essay on the Style of Dr. Sa- 
muel Johnson, by the Reverend Robert Burrowes, 


whose respect for the great object of his criticism is 


thus evinced in the concluding paragraph: © I have 
singled him out from the whole body of English wri- 
ters, because his universally- acknowledged beautics 
would be most apt to induce imitation; and L have 
treated rather on his faults than his perſections, be- 
cause an essay might comprize all the observations I 
could make upon his faults, while volumes would not 
be sufficient ſor a treatise on his perſections. 
Mr. Bunnowzs has analysed the composition of 
Johnson, and pointed out its peculiarities with much 
acuteness; and I would recommend a careful peru- 
sal of his Essay to those, who being captivated-by the 


union of perspicuity and splendour which the wri- 


tings of Johnson contain, without having a sufficient 
portion of his vigour of mind, may be in danger of 
becoming bad copyists of his manner. 1, however, 


cannot but observe, and I observe it to his credit, 


that this learned gentleman haus himself caught no 
mean degree of the expansion and hurmony, which, 
independent of all other circumstances, characterise 
the sentences of Johnson. Thus, in the Preſace to 


the volume in which his Essay appears, we find, “ If 


7 We must smile at a little inaccuracy of metaphor in the Preface 
to the Transactions, which is written by Mr. Burrowes. The 


critict of the style Jomox having, with a just zeal for literature, 


observed, that the whole nation are called on to exert  themselves, 
afterwards says: * They are called on by every tye e ha ve 
a laudable influence on the heart of man.“ 


7 » 
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it be said that in societies of this sort, too much atten- 
tion is frequently bestowed on subjects barren and 
speculative, it may be answered, that no one science 
is 80 little connected with the rest, as not to afford 
many principles whose use may extend considerably 
beyond the science to which they primarily belong: 
and that no proposition is so purely theoretical as to 
be totally incapable of being applied to practical pur- 
poses. There is no apparent connection between 
duration and the cyeloidal arch, the properties of 
which duly attended to, have furnished us with our 
best regulated methods of measuring dme: and he 
who has made himself master of the nature and affec- 
tions of the logarithmick curve, is not aware that he 
has advanced considerably towards ascertaining"the 
proportionable density of the air at its various digtan- 
ces from the surſace of the carth;” | 
The ludicrous imitators of Johnson's ki are in- 
nem Their general method is to accumulate 


hard words, without considering, that, although be 


was fond of introducing them occasionally, there is 
not a single sentence in all his writings where they 
are crowded together, as in the first verse of the fol- _ 
lowing . imaginary Ode by him to Mrs. Thrale,“ 


which appeared in the e 


q Johnson's wishing to unite himeelf with this rich widow, was 
much talked of, but I believe without foundation. The report, 
however, gave occasion to a poem, not without characteristical 
merit, entitled, Ode to Mrs. 'Thrale, by Samuel Johnson, LL. D 
on their supposed approaching Nuptials ; printed for Mr. Faulder 
in Bond-street.— shall quote as a specimen, the first three stan- 
a8: . e 55 F . 


3 


ce Tf &er my fingers touch'd the lyre, 1 8 
© Tn satite fiexce, in pleasure gay; 


» 
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& Cervisial coctor's viduate dame, 
Odin st thou this gigantick frame, 

4 Procumbing at thy shriſe: 
“ Shall, catenated by thy charms, 
4A captive in thy ambient arms, 

4 Perenmally be thine?ꝰ 


This, and a thousand other such attempts, are to- 
tally unlike the original, which the writers imagined 
they were turning into ridicule, There is not simi- 
larity enough for burlesque, or even for caricature. 
Mr. Corman, in his Prose on several occasions, 
has © A Letter from Lex1PHANES ; containing Pro- 
posals for a Glossary or Vocabulary of the FYulgar 
Tongue: intended as a Supplement to a larger Dic- 
TIONARY.” It is evidently meant as a sportive sally 
| of ridicule on Johnson, whose style is thus imitated, 
without being grossly overcharged. It is easy to 
ſoresee, that the idle and illiterate will complain that 
I have increased their labours by endeavouring to 
diminish them; and that I have explained what is 
more easy 15 what is more W ht ig- 


* 
LY 


7 Shall not my | s smiles inspire! 1 
„ Shall Saw reſuse the sportive lay? 


« My dearest Lady! view your slave 
* Behold him as your very Scrub; 
Leven ee 16 eee | 

15 Ne r een rur ug 


* To rich fel'city thus as, 
My bosom glows with amorous fire ; | 
cc Porter no longer shall be praised, | 
« Tis 1 wvstLe am Thralt's Entire.” 


* 
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notius. I expect, on the other hand, the liberal ac- 
knowledgements of the learned. He who is buried 


in scholastick retirement, secluded from the assem- 


blies of the gay, and remote from the circles of the 
polite, will at once comprehend the definitions, and 
be grateful for such a seasonable and necessary eluci- _ 
dation of his mother-tongue.” Annexed to this let- 
ter is a short specimen of the work, thrown together 
in a vague and desultory manner, not even adhering 
to alphabetical concatenatiqn.? 

The serious imitators of Johnson's 8 whether 
intentionally or, by the imperceptible effect of its 
strength and animation, are, as T have had already 
occasion to observe, so many, that I might introduce 
quotations from a numerous body of writers in our 
language, since he appeared in the AY world. I 
_ point out only the following: | 


WII IAA RonkRTsOx, D. D. 


5 « In other parts. of the globe, man, in his rudest 
state, appears as lord of the creation, giving law to 


various tribes of animals which he has tamed and re- 


duced to subjection. The Tartar follows his prey 


r ⅛0ü his nume- 


90 Hi igledy pigeledy,—Canglomeration and adi, 


* Hedge-podge,—A culinary mixture of heterogeneous ingredi. 


ents : applied metaphorically to all discordant combinations. 
% Tit for Tat, — Adequate retaliation. Na 
4 Shilly Shally,—Hesitation and irresolution. 
. & Fee! fa! fum !—Gigantick intonations. 
« Rigmarole, — Discourse, incoherent and chapsodicat. 
« Crincum- cranc um, Lines of irregularity and — 
« Ding dong. Tintinabulary chimes, whoa e ne: to $ig- 


. * —_— and vehemence. 
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rous herds, which furnish him both with food and 
| clothivg; the Arab has rendered the camel docile, 
and avails himself of its persevering strength; the 
Laplander has formed the rein- deer to be subservient 
to his will; and even the people of Kamschatka have 
trained their dogs to labour. This command over 
the inferiour creatures is one of the noblest preroga- 
tives of man, and among the greatest efforts of his 
wisdom and power. Without this, his dominion is 
incomplete. He is a monarch who has no subjects; 
a master without servants; and must ee Bare; 
N. den g. by the strength oy m own arm.“ f 


Epwanp isbn, PR 


5 Of all our pasions and appetites, the love of 
power is of the most imperious and unsociable nature, 
since the pride of one man requires the submission of 
the multitude. In the tumult of civil discord the 
laws of society lose their force, and their place is sel- 

dom supplied by those of humanity. The ardour of 
contention, the pride of victory the despair of success, 

the memory of past injuries, and the fear of future 


dangers, all contribute to inflame the e 175 to 
silence the voice of pity.”* | | 


Miss Bonney. 


& My. n mistaking ambition for honous, * 
rank ſor dignity, have long planned a splendid con- 
nection for me, to which, though my invariable. re- 
pugnance has stopped any advances, their wishes and 
their views noo . 1 a but too certain 


x « History of America,” Vol. 1. aac; oven bh 
0 W e * Chap. rv, 
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they will now listen to no other. I dread, therefore, 
to make a. trial where I despair of success; I know. 


Oy Ry pon 
me by a command. 


f nen 
a wks e 


In, an a enlightened and improving age, — | 
perhaps is not to be apprehended. ſrom the inroads of 
mere caprice; at such a period, it will generally be 
perceived, that needless irregularity is the wt o 
all deformities, and that nothing is s truly elegant 
in language as the simplicity of unviolated analogy- 
—Rules will, therefore, be observed, so far ds they 
are known and ackno : but, at the same 
time, the desire of improvement having been once 
excited will not remain inactive; and its efforts, un- 
less assisted by knowledge, as much a8 they are 
prompted by zeal, will not unfrequently be ſound per- 
nicious; so that the very persons Whose intention it 
is to perfect the instrument of reason, will deprave 
and disorder it unknowingly, At such a time, then, 
it becomes peculiarly necessary that the analogy of. 
language should be fully examined and understood; 
that its rules should be carefully aid down; and 
that it should be clearly known how much it con- 
tains, which being already right should be defended 


e Cecilia,” Book: VII. Chap. I. | 
The passage which 1 
« ELxNuaxrs or Ox rnorr; containing a distinet View of the 
whole Analogy of the Exorien Lawguacs, 80 fur as relates to 
Pronunciation, Actent, and Quantity,” London, 1784. I beg leave 
to offer my particular acknowledgements to the authour of a work 
of uncommon merit and great utility, 1 know no book which con- 


tains, in the same compass, more learning, polite literature, sound“ | 


dense, accuracy of arrangement, and perspicuity „ 
. IV. - E * 
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rom change and violation: how much it has that 
demands amendment; and how much that, for fear 


of greater inconveniencies, must, perhaps, be left 
unaltered, though irregular.” 


A distinguished authour in © Tus Minnon,“ a 
_ periodical paper, published at Edinburgh, has imita- 
ted Johnsom very closely. Thus, in No. 16,—* The 
effects of the return of spring have been frequently 
remarked as well in relation to the human mind as to 
the animal and vegetable world. The reviving power 
of this season has been traced from the fields to the 
herds that inhabit them, and from the lower classes 


5 _ of beings up to man. Gladness and joy are descri- 


bed as prevailing through universal Nature, anima- 
ting the low of the cattle; g be Mg de rer 
| das 5e now 1 = 


The Reveretut Dr. Wen master « i Tanbridge 
echo} appears to have the imitari aveo of Johnson's 
style perpetually in his mind; and to his assiduous, 
though not servile, study of it, we may mi mine 
| * extensive h of his Wü 


140 Ae od tes & r Johnson, T bellere by is 
authours ; and I heard him speak very well of it. 

© It were to be wished, that he had imitated ai. 
every respect, and had not followed the example of Dr. Adam Smith, 
in ungracioudly attacking his venerable Alma Mater, Oxford. It 
must, however, be observed, that he is much less to blame than 
Smith: he only objects to certain particulars; Smith to the whole 
institution; though indebted for much of his learning to an exhibi- 
tion which he enjoyed, for many years at Balliol College. Neither 
of them, however, will do any. hurt to the noblest university in the 


world. While I animadvert on what appears to me, exceptionable 


in some of the works of Dr. Knox, I cannot refuse due praise to 


1241784) . JOHNSON. © an 
In his Essays, Moral and Literary,” No. 3, we 

bad the following passage: The polish of external 
grace may indeed be deferred till the approach of 
manhood. When solidity is obtained by pursuing 


the modes prescribed by our fore-fathers, then may 


the file be used. The firm substance will bear attri- 
tion, and the lustre then acquired will be durable.“ 

There is, however, one in No. 11, which is blown 
up into such tumidity, as to be truly ludicrous. The 
writer means to tell us, that Members of Parliament, 


who have run in debt by extravagance, will sell their 
votes to avoid an arrest, waich he thus expresses ;» _ 
* They who build houses and collect costly pic- 


tures and furniture, with the money of an honest 
artisan or mechanick, will be very glad of emancipa- 
tion from the hands of a bailif, * n Wr 
senatorial suffrage. 


But I think the most erect imitation \ of „eiten | 
is a proſessed one, entitled A Criticism on Gray's | 
Elegy in a Country Church-Yard,” said to be written 
by Mr. Youns, Professor of Greek, at Glasgow, 
and of which let him have the credit, unless a better 


others of his productions ; particularly his sermoas, and to the spirit 
with which he maintains, against presumpt uous hereticks, the conso- 


luatory doctrines peculiar to the Christian Revelation. This he has 


done in a manner equally strenuous and conciliating. Neither 


ought I to omit mentioning a remarkable instance of his candour: 


Notwithstanding the wide difference of our opinions, upon the im- 


portant subject of University education, in a letter to-me concerning 
this Work, he thus expresses himself: (“I thank you for the very 


t entertainment your Life of Johnson gives me. It is a most 
valuable work. Yours is a new species of biography. Happy ſor 


Johnson, that he had so able a recorder of his wit and wisdom.“ 
- 7 Dr. Knox, in his “ Moral and Literary” abstraction,-may be 


2 not knowing the, political 828 PI 2 2 


No senator can be in the hands of a bailif, | 
E E 2 0 
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title can be shewn. It has not only the peculiarities 
of Johnson's style, but that very species of literary 
discussion and illustration for which he was eminen 
Having already quoted so much from others, I chal 
refer the curious to this 1 with an assu- 
2 much entertainment. 

Let whatever merit there may be in oily kntadions 
of Johnson's style, every good judge must see that 
they are obviously different from the original; for all 
of them are either deficient in its force, or overloaded 
with its peculiarities ; and the powerful sentiment to 

hint role mes euer N Ng $5.94 


a baſſection for ed wide 
3 warmer as he approached nearer to the 
time when he might hope to see them again. It pro- 
bably appeared to him that he should upbraid himself 
with unkind-inattention, were he to leave the world 
without having paid a tribute of respect to their me- 
a mor y. 24 545 AP £43937 } 77 844% t gs 


„ TO MR. GEBEN, APOTHECARY, AT n 
ain, | 
„ I navs abe toe wy Father, | 
Mother, and Brother, to be all engraved on the 
large size, and laid in the middle aisle in St. Michael's 
church, which I 5 the ee and RR 
: wardens to permit. 

The first care wust be to find the exact aka — 
interment,” that the stone may protect the bodies. 
Then let the stone be deep, massy, and hard; and do 
not let nn . N or more, defeat 
r + a 


r PE nf 
— : 
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I have enclosed ten pounds, and Mis. Porter 
will pay you ten more, which I gave her for the 
same purpose. What more is wanted shall be sent; 
and I beg that all possible haste may be made, for 1 
wish to have it done while I am yet alive. Let me 

et ee that you receive this. 
| | ner 1 {Lon fis... TR l 
An hl wizard „Four most humble seryant, 21 

Nee e 1 umme 607 
. nun LUCY rorrrn, IN LICHPIBLD..// teh 
| DEAR MADAM, © e an 


In very ill, and desire your 8 I * 
sent Mr. Green the Epitaph, and a power to call on 

you for ten pounds. 

I laid this summer a | Stone. over Tetty,. in the 
chapel of Bromley, in Kent. The inseription is in 
Latin, of which this is the English. Here a trau- 
slation.] 

„ That this is done, [ thought i it fit that you should 

know. What care will be taken of us, who can tell ? d 
May Gop pardon and bless us, for 1 gsvs Cuntsr. 5 
| sake. aa = 1 

1 1 ns OY tg a uf In 
: «Dev. 1784. bn ©" rs * SAM. Jounsox.” 4p : 


M readers are 10 at last, to behold 1 
Jouxsox preparing himself for that doom, from which 
the most exalted powers afford no exemption to 
man. Death had always been to him an object o 
terrour; so that, though by no means happy, be still 
clung to life with an eagerness at which many have 
wondered. At any time when he was ill, he was 


5 
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very much pleased to be told that he looked better. 
An ingenious member of the Eumelian Club, in- 
forms me, that upon one occasion, when he said to 
him that he saw health returning to his cheek, * 
son seiged him by the hand and exclaimed, „ Sir, 
you are one of the kindest friends I ever had.“ 
His own state of his views of futurity will appear 
truly rational ; and may, perhaps, . * un- 

thinking with seriousness. 

Lou know, (says he,) I never thought con- 
fiidence with respect to futurity, any part of the cha- 
racter of a brave, a wise, or a good man. Bravery 
has no place where it can avail nothing; ; Wisdom 


iümpresses strongly the consciousness of those faults, 


of which it is, perhaps, itself an aggravation ; and 
goodness, always wishing to be better, and imputing 
every deficience to criminal negligence, and every 
fault to voluntary corruption, never dares to suppose 
the condition of forgiveness fulfilled, nor what, is 
wanting in the crime supplietl by penitence, 
e This is the state of the best; but what must be 
the condition of him whose heart will not suffer him 
to rank himself among the best, or among the good ? 
Such must be his dread of the approaching trial, as 
Will leave him little attention to the opinion of those 
whom he is leaving for ever; and the rent that 
18 not t felt, it can heels bo virtue to 3 
| g [1 * * 1 4 0 
'n A Ctab in London, ie Kanal ul tons by 
. sician, Dr. Ash, in honour of whose name it was called Exmelians 
from the Greek Euycaua; ;/ though it was warmly contended, and 


even put to a vote, that it should have the more obvious appellation 
of. Fraxinean, from the Latin. 


'' + Mp Thrale's Collection, March 10, 1784. Vol, u. 6e. 
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His great fear of death, and the strange dark 


manner in which Sir John Hawkins imparts the un- 


easiness which he expressed on account of offences 


with which he charged himself, may give occasion 
to injurious suspicions, as if there had been some- 
thing of more than ordinary criminality weighing 
upon his conscience. On that account, therefore, 
as well as from the regard to truth which he incul- 
cated, I am to mention, (with all possible respect 


and delicacy, however,) that his conduct, aſter he 


came to London, and had associated with Savage 
and others, was not so strietly virtuous, in one re- 
spect, as when he was a younger man. It was well 
known, that his amorous inclinations were uncom- 
monly strong and impetuous. He owned to many 
of his friends, that he used to take women of the 
town to taverns, and hear them relate their history. 
In short, it must not be concealed, that, like 
many other good and pious men, among whom we 
may place the Apostle Paul upon his own authority, 


Johnson was not free from propensities which were 


ever warring against the law of his mind, —and 
that in bis combats with them, he was sometimes 
overcome. 


lere let the — and en pause; — a 
them not thoughtlessly say that Jobnson was an 
hypocrite, or that his principles were not firm, because 


his practice was not uniſormly confottnabls to dn 
he professed. | 


Let the question be a e of 
moral and religious association; and no man will 
2 that ee in n many nenen act W | 


See what he said to Mr, Malone, p- 53 of. this volume, ** 


Es 22 * I 
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conviction. Is a prodigal, for example, an hypoerice, 
- when he owns he is satisfied that his extravagance 
will bring him to ruin and misery ? We are sure he 
believes it; but immediate inclination, strengthened 
by indulgence, prevails over that belief in influ- 
eneing his conduet. Why then shall credit” be re- 
fused to the sincerity of those who acknowledge their 
of moral and religious duty, yet some- 

times fail of living as it requires? I heard Dr. 
Johmeon once observe, There is Winz noble 
in publishing truth, though it condemns one's self.“ 
And one who said in his presence, he had no no- 

tion of people being in earnest in their good pro- 
fessions, whose practice was not suitable to them,“ 
was thus reprimanded by him: “ Sir, are you 80 
| | grossly ignorant of human nature as not to know 
| A | 

| without having good practice“ ? 
But let no man encourage or ootbe himself in 

=. x remitted sin, from knowing that Johnson 

was sometimes hurried into indulgences which he 

thought criminal. I have exhibited» this circum- 
Stance as a shade in so great a character, both from 

my sacred love of truth, and to shew that he was 


not so weakly scrupnlous as he has been represented 
| by those who imagine that the eins, wo Pang eee 


Se. | * Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, Ad p. 209- Op de 
3 in his Letter to Mrs. Thrale, dated Nov. 29, 1783, 
he makes the following just observation: © Life, to be worthy of 

2 rational being, must be always in progression: we must always oF 
to do more or better than in time past. The mind is en- 

larged and elevated by mere purpozes, though they end as they be. 

gan, by airy contemplation, TO ney PO 1 | 

do not practise.“ | 


? Ibid, p. 374+ 15 
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sense was upon his mind, were merely buch little 
venial trifles as pouring milk into his tea on Good- 
Friday.' His understanding will be defended by my 
statement, if his consistency of conduct be in some 
degree impaired. But what wise man would, for 
momentary gratifications, deliberately subject him- 
self to suffer such uncasiness as we find-was ex- 
perienced by Johnson in reviewing his conduct as 
compared with his notion of the ethieks of the gos- 
pel ? Let the following passages be kept in remem- 
brance : O, Gop, giver and preserver of all life, 
by whose power I was created, and by whose provi- 
dence I am sustained, look down upon me with ten- 
derness and mercy ; grant that I may not have been 
created to be finally destroyed; that I may not be 
preserved to add wickedness to wickedness.” “ O, 
Lonp, let me not sink into total depravity ; look 
down upon me, and rescue me at last from the cap- 
tivity of sin.“ —“ Almighty and most mereiful 
Father, who hast continued my life from year to 
year, grant that by longer life I may become less 
desirous of sinful pleasures, and more careful of 
eternal happiness. Let not my years be multi- 
| plied to increase my guilt ; but as my age advances, 
let me become more pure in my thoughts, more re- 
gular in my desires, and more obedient to thy laws,” 
e Forgive, O merciful Lond, whatever I have done 
contrary to thy laws. Give me such a sense of my 
wickedness as may produce true contrition and ef- 
ſectual repentance; so that when I. shall be called 


+ Prayers and Meditations, p. 47. bid. p. 68. 
6 Ibid, p. 84+ 7 Ibid, p. 120. 
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into another state, I may be received among the 
sinners to whom sorrow and reformation have ob- 


tained pardon, for Ixsus CnnIisT's sake. Amen.“ 


Such was the distress of mind, such the penitence 
of Johnson, in his hours of privacy, and in his de- 
rout. approaches to his Maker. His gincerity, there- 
fore, must _ to . candid . de 
tionable. | 

It is of as} - consequence to hank in view, 
that there was in-this excellent man's. conduct no 


false principle of commutation, no deliberate indul- 


gence in sin, in consideration of a counterbalance 
of duty. His offending, and his: repenting, were 


distinct and separate :? and when we consider his 


almost unexampled attention to truth, his inflexible 
integrity, his constant piety, who will dare to ** cast 
a stone at him? Besides, let it never be forgotten, 
that he cannot be charged with any offence indi- 


cating badness of heart, any thing dishonest, base, 


or malignant; but that, on the contrary, he was 
charitable in an extraordinary degree: so that even 
in one of bis own rigid judgements of himself, 
(Easter-eve, 178 1,) while he says, & I have correeted 
no external habits; he 1s obliged to own, © I hope 


that since my last communion I have advanced, by 


pious reflections, in my submission to * and my 


benevolence to man, 11 wif 
bv 
, Prayers and Meditations, p. 1 30. | 


Dr. Johnson related, with very earnest 8 a story « 


a gentleman, who, in an impulse of passion, overcame the virtue of 
4 young woman, When she said to him, „I am afraid we have 
done wrong!“ he answered, Fahy we have done mm Roſe's I 
would not debauch her mind.” 

Prayers and Meditations, p. 192. 


— 


4. D. 1784.] Dx. JOHNSON. 427 

I am conscious that this is the most difficult and 
dangerous part of my biographical work, and I can- 
not but be very anxious concerning it. I trust that 
I have got through it, preserving at once my regard to 
truth,. to my friend, — and to the interests of virtue 


and religion. Nor can I apprehend that more harm 


can ensue from the knowledge of the irregularities of 
Johnson, guarded as I have stated it, than from 
knowing that Addison and Parnell were intemperate 
in the use of wine; which he himself, in his Lives 
of those celebrated writers and ow men, has not 


forborne to record, 


It is not my intention to give a very minute detail 
of the particulars of Johuson's remaining days, of 
whom it was now evident, that the crisis was fast | 
approaching, when he must © die like men, and ful! 
like one of the Princes.” Yet it will be instructive, 


as well as gratifying to the curiosity of my readers, to 


record a few circumstances, on the authenticity of 


which they may perfectly rely, as I have been at the 


utmost pains to obtain an accurate account of his lee 
illness, from the best authority. | | 
Dr. Heberden, Dr. Brocklesby, Dr. Warren, and 


Dr. Butter, physicians, generously attended him, 


without accepting any fees, as did Mr, Cruikshank, 


surgeon; and all that could be done from profes- 


sional skill and ability, was tried, to prolong a life 80 


truly valuable. He himself, indeed, having, on ac- 
count of his very bad constitution, been perpetually 
applying himself to medical inquiries, united bis own 
efforts with those of the gentlemen who attended 


| him; and imagining that the dropsical collection of 


water which oppressed him might be drawn off by 
making incisions in his body, he, with his usual re- 
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solate defiance of pain, cut deep, when he thought 

that his surgeon had done it too tenderly, * 
About eight or ten days before his death, when 
Dr. Brocklesby paid him his morning visit, he seemed 
very low and desponding, and said, “ I have been as 

a dying man all night.” He then OY 
| broke out in nn 


„ Can'st PE not minister to a mind diseas'd ; 
Pluck from the memory a rooted sorrow ; 
Raze out the written troubles of the brain; 
* And, with some sweet oblivious antidote, | 
« Cleanse the stuff'd bosom of that perilous stuff, 
« Which weighs upon the heart?“ 


To which Dr. Brocklesby — answered, from the 1 
same great os : 
Oy therein the ent” 
Must minister to himself.“ 


a expreazed t much aatifed n the 
application. 


On another day 1515 this, when Albig on the 
-gubject of prayer, Dr. W OY . 


Jux enal, 


= Oranduon ext, ut Sit mens Sana in corpore rams,” 


and 80 55 to the ond of che tenth- satire; FI 
running it quickly over, he happened, in the line, 


This bold experiment, Sir John Hawk ins has related in such a 
manner as to suggest a charge against Johnson of intentionally 
hastening his end ; a charge 50 very inconsistent with his character 
in every respect, that it is injurious even to refute it, as Sir John 
has thought it necessary to do. It is evident, that what Johnson 
did in hopes of relief, indicated an nn to te- 
tard his dissolution. 


4 - 
* * _ 
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c Qui patium vite extremum inter munera ; ponat,” 


to pronounce supremum for extremum; at which 
Johnson's critical ear instantly took offence, and 
discoursing vehemently on the unmetrical effect of 
such a lapse, he shewed himself as full as ever of 
the spirit of the grammarian. 

Having no near relations, it had dat for some 
time Johnson's intention to make a liberal provision 


for his faithful servant, Mr. Francis Barber, whom 


he looked upon as particularly under his protection, 
and whom he had all along treated truly as an hum- 
ble friend. Having asked Dr. Brocklesby what would 
be a proper annuity to a favourite seryant, and be- 
ing answered that it must depend on the circum- 
stances of the master; and, that in the case of a 
a nobleman, fifty pounds a year was considered as 
an adequate reward ſor many years faithſul service; 
* Then, (said Johnson,) shall T be nobilissimucs, 


for I mean to leave Frank seventy pounds a year, 


and I desire you to tell him so. It is strange, how- 
ever, to think, that Johnson was not free from that 
general weakness of being averse to execute a will, 
so that he delayed it from time to time; and had it 
not been for Sir John Hawkins's repeatedly urging. 

it, T think it is probable that his kind resolution 

would not have been fulfilled. After” making one, 
which, as Sir John Hawkins informs us, extended no 
further than the promised annuity, Johnson's final 


disposition of his property was established by a Will 


and Codicil, of which copies are subjoined. 


3 «© Ty Tyr Nams os GOob. Am. I, Sanvuzr Jonnson, being _ 
in full possession of my faculties, but fearing this night may put an 
end to my 1 80 ordain this my last Will * L be- 

3 | 
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The consideration of numerous papers of which he 
was | — Seems to have struck ene 8 mind, 


ae ab 0 8 I hope parked 


by Jxsus Cagisr,—L leave seven hundred and fifty pounds in the 


hands of Bennet Langton, Esq. : three hundred pounds in the 


bands of Mr. Barclay and Mr. Perkins, brewers ; one hundred and 


fifty pounds in the hands of Dr. Percy, Bishop of Dromore ; one 
thousand pounds, three per cent. annuities, in the publick funds; 
and one hundred pounds now lying by me in ready money: all 


these before-mentioned sums and property 1 leave, I say, to Sir 


Joshua Reynolds, Sir John 3 and Dr. William Scott, of 
Doctors Commons, in trust, for the following uses: That is to 


ay, to pay to the representatives of the late William Innys, book- 


seller, in St. Paul's Church-yard, the zum of two hundred pounds; 
to Mrs. White, my ſemale servant, one hundred pounds stock in 
the three per ceut. annuities aforesaid, The rest of the aforesaid 
sums of money and property, together with my books, plate, and 

household furniture, I leave to the before-mentioned Sir Joshua 
Reynolds, Sir John Hawkins, and Dr. William Scott, also in 
trust, to be applied, after paying my debts, to the use of Francis 


Barber, my man-servant, a negro, in such a manner as they shall 


judge most fit and available to his benefit. And I appoint the 
aforesaid Sir Joshua Reynolds, Sir John Hawkins, and Dr. William 
Scott, sole executors of this my last will and testamerit, hereby re- 


voking all former wills and testaments whatever, In witness 
whereof I hereunto subscribe my name, and affix my seal, this 


eighth day of December, 1784. 
| e Sam, Jounsown, (L. S.) 
« Signed, sealed, published, declared, and delivered, by the 
N k said testator, as his last will and testament, in the 
Presence of us, the word c being|first inserted in the 
opposite page. 2 | "FP" 
« GrokGr STRAHAN. "T1 
6 Joux DzwiouLIngs.'? | 
„ By way 6f Codict to my last Will and Testament, 1 


Sanum, Jonson, give, devise, and bequeath, my messuage or tene- 


ment situate at Lichfield, in the county of Stafford, with the appur- 
tenances, in the tenure or occupation of Mrs. Bond, of Lichfield 
aforesaid, or of Mr, Hinchman, her under-tenant, to my executors, 


* to sell and a and the money arising from 


4.5. 1567 m. JOHNSON, - a8 
with a sudden anxiety, and as they were in great 
confusion, it is much to be lamented that he had not 


such sale I give and bequeath as follows, viz. to Thomas and Ben- 
jamin, the sons of Fisher Johnson, late of Leicester, and 


Whiting, daughter of Thomas Johnson, late of Coventry, and the 


grand- daughter of the said Thomas Johnson, one full and equal 
fourth part each; but in case there shall be more grund- daughters 
than one of the said Thomas Johnson, living at the time of my de- 
cease, I give and bequeath the part or share of that one to and 
equally between such grand-daughters. I give and bequeath to 


the Rev. Mr. Rogers, of Berkley, near Froom, in the county of - 


Somerset, the sum of one hundred pounds, requesting him to 
apply the same towards the maintenance of Elizabeth Herne, a 
lunatick. I also give and bequeath to my god- children, the st 
and daughter of Mauritius Lowe, painter, each of them, one hun- 
dred pounds of my stock in the three per cent. consoliĩdated annui- 
ties, to de applied and disposed of by and at the discretion of my 
Executors, in the education or settlement in the world of them my 
said legatees. Als0 I give and bequeath to Sir John Hawkins, one 


of my Executors, the Annales Ecclesiastici of Baronius, and Holin- 


shed's and Stowe's Chronicles, and also an octavo Common Prayer. 


Book. To Bennet Langton, Esq. I give and bequeath my Poly- 


glot Bible. To Sir Joshua Reynolds, my great French Dictionary, 
by Martiniere, and my own copy of my folio English Dictionary, 


of the last revision. To Dr. William Scott, one of my Exe-utors, 


the Dictionnaire de Commerce, and Lectius's edition of the Greek 
Poets, To Mr. Windham, Poetæ Grzici Heroici per Henricum 
Stephanum. To the Rev. Mr. Strahan, vicar of Islington, in 
Middlesex, Mill's Greek Testament, Beza's Greek Testament, by 
Stephens, all my Latin Bibles, and my Greek Bible, by Wechelius. 
To Dr. Heberden, Dr. Brocklesby, Dr. Butter, and Mr. Cruik- 
shank, the surgeon who attended me, Mr. Holder, my apothecary, 
Gerard Hamilton, Esq. Mrs. Gardiner, of Snow- hill, Mrs. Frances 


Reynolds, Mr. Hoole, and the Reverend Mr. Hoole, his son, each 


a book at their election, o keep as a token of remembrance. I 
also give and bequeath to Mr. John Desmoulins, two hundred 
pounds consolidatedVhree per cent. annuities: and to Mr. Sasttes, 
the Italian master, the sum of five pounds, to be laid out in boaks 
n his own use. And WW 


— — — — — — — — 
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entrusted some faithful and discrect person with the 
care and selection of them; instead of which, he, in 


hath agreed, in consideration of the sum of seven hundred and fifty 
pounds, mentioned in my Will to be in bis bands, to grant and 
Secure an annuity of seventy pounds pay able during the life of me 
and my servant, Francis Barber, and the life. of the survivor of us, 
to Mr. George Stubbs, in trust for us; my mind and will is, that 
' in case of my decease before the said agreement shall be perfected, 
| the said sum of seven hundred and fifty pounds, and the bond for 
Securing the said sum, shall go to the said Francis Barber; and I 
hereby give and bequeath to him the same, in lieu of the bequest 
in his favour, contained in my said Will. And I hereby empower | 
my Execntors to deduet and retain all expences that shall or may be 
incurred in the execution of my said Will, or of this Codicil 
thereto, out of such estate and effects as I shall die possessed of, 
All che rest, residue, and remainder, of my estase and effects, 
give and bequeath to my said Executors, in trust for the said 
Francis Barbet, his Executots and Administratorz. Witness my 
fm + 
8 . * Sue. Jonna, (L. S.) 


x e rated, whites, dete. 0nd dete by de 
Lid Samuel Jabnson, as, and for a Codicil to his last Will | 
and Testament, in the presence of us, who, in his presence, 
and at his request, and also in the presence of each other, have 

baereto subscribed our names as witnesses. 
| 1 Jom Cortyy. | 

945 ATT Gs. 
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Ve chws ltuwaiey' 6 deeds it is proper to make a few ob- 
. servations, 
| His express declaration with his dying breath as a Chriatian, 2s 

it had been often practised in such solemn writings, was of real con- 

- 8equence from this great man; for the conviction of a mind equally 
acute and strong, might well overbalance the doubts of others, whO 
were his contemporaries. The expression polluted, may, to some, 

convey an impression of more than ordinary contamination; but 
that is not warranted by its genuine meaning, as appears f om I hie 


av. 1784.) Du. JOHNSON. _— 
a precipitate t manner, burnt large masses of them, with 
15 litde regard, a as l apprehend, to ang Not 


Raney, No. 42. The ng welt fab will of Dr. 
Sandervon, Bishop of Lincoln, who was piety itselfl. 
His legacy of two humdted pounds to cies of! Mr. | 
Innys, bookseller, in St. Paul's Church-yard, proceeded from a very 
warthy motive, He told Sir John Hawking, that his father having 
become a bankrupt, Mr., . Innys had assisted him with money or 
credit to continue lis Düsihess! This, (said de) Lider is un 
obligation on me to be grateful to his descendants. | 

rr 
he bad supposed it to be. Sir John Hawkins estimates the bequest 
to Francis Barber at a sum little ghort of fifteen. hundred 
including an annuity of seventy pounds to be paid to him by Mr. 
Langton, in eonsideration of seren hundred and fifty pounds, which 
Johnson had lent to that gentleman, Sir John scems not à little 
angry at this bequest, and mutte rs 5 a caveat against otentatious 
bounty and favour to negtoes.“ But surely when a man has money 
entirely of his own acquisition, especially when he has no near rela- 
tions, he may, without blame, dispose of it as he pleases, and with 
great propriety to a faithful serrant., Mr. Barber, by the recom- 
mendation of his master, xetized to Lichfield, where he might pas 
the rest cf. his days in comſart, 

in de hen eee that. Ibsen ius amitzed, wang of bt beak 
friends, when leaning. beoka to several as tokens of his last remem-. 
brance. The names of Dr. Adams, Dr. Taylor, Nt; Burney, Mr. 
Hlector, Mr. Murphy, the Authour of this Work, and others who 
were intimate with him, are not to be found in his Will. This 
may be accounted for by considering, that as he was very near his 
dissoluxica at the time, he probably mentioned zuch as happened to 
occur to him; and that he may have zecollected, that he had for 


merly shewn others such proofs of his regard, that it was not neces- : 


$ary to crowd his Will with their names. Mrs. Lucy Porter was 
much displeased that nothing was left to her ; but besides what L 
have now stated, she should have congidexed, that she had left 
nothing to Johnson by her Will, which wan during . 
time, as appeared at her decease. 

| His enumerating several perxons in one group, and leaving them 
each a book at their election, might possibly have given o- 

vor. IV. | F F 8 
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that I euppose we have thus been deprived of any 
compositions which he had ever intended ſor the 
publick eye; but, from what escaped the flames, I 
judge that many curious circumstances relating both 
to himself and other literary characters, have perished. 
Tuo very valuable articles, I am sure, we have 
lost, which were two quarto volumes, containing a 
full, fair, and most particular account of his own liſe, 
from his earliest recollection. I owned to him, that 
having accidentally seen them, I had read a great 
deal in them; and apologizing for the liberty I had 
taken, asked him if I could help it. He placidly 
answered, Why, Sir, I do not think you could 
have belped it.“ I said that I bad, for once in my 


 _ be, felt half an inclination to commit theft. It had 


come into my mind to carry off those two volumes, 
and never sec bio more. Vpon my 1 1 how 


3 a not 
luckily fixed on different books. His library, though by no means 
handsome in its appearance, was sold by Mr. Christie, for two 
hundred and forty-seven pounds, nine shillings ; many people being 
desirous to have a book which had belonged to Johnson. In many 
ol them he had written little notes: sometimes tender memorials of 
his departed wiſe ; as, « This was dear Tetty's book :“ sometimes 
occasional remarks of different sorts. Mr. Lyons, of Clifford's | 
Inn, has Pre we wich the wr K: 
q - In « Holy Rules ahd Helps to Devotion, by Bryan Duppa, 
Lord Bishop of Winton,'* * Preces quidam videtur dilipenter trac- 
| = pero non manditus.”” | by 

In „ The Rosicrucian infallible Axiomata, by John Heydon, 
Gent.” prefixed to which are some verꝛes addressed to the authour, 
signed Ambr. Waters, A. M. Coll. Ex. Oxon, * Thee Latin 
werzes avere written ts Hobbes by Bathurit, upon his Treatice on 
F Poet: and tiny as. hel” "ie rut rat aa 
Je” 
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this would have affected him, “ Sir, (said be,). I be- 
lieve I should have gone mad.“ 

During his last illness, Johnson experienced the 
steady and kind attachment of his numerous friends. 
Mr. Hoole has drawn up a narrative of what passed 
in the visits which he paid him during that time, 
from the -10th of November to the 13th of December, 
the day of his death, inclusive, and has favoured me 
with a perusal of it, with permission to make ex- 
tracts, which I have done. Nobody was more atten- 
tive to him than Mr. Langton, to whom he tenderly 
said, Te teneam moriens deficiente manu. And I think 
it highly to the honour of Mr, Windham, that his 
important occupations as an active statesman did not 
prevent him from paying assiduous respect to the 
dying Sage whom he revered. Mr. Langton informs. 
me, that, one day he found Mr. Burke and four 


One of these volumes, Sir John Hawkins informs us, he put 
into his pocket ; for which the excuze he states is, that he meant 
to preserve it from falling into the hands of a person whom he de- 
scribes so as to make it sufficiently clear who is meant; “ having 
strong reasons, (said he,) to suspect that this man might find and 
make an ill use of the book.” Why Sir John should suppose that 
the gentleman alluded to would act in this manner, he has not 
thought fit to explain. But what he did was not approved of by 
Johnson; who, upon being acquainted of it without delay by a 
friend, expressed great indignation, and warmly insisted on the 
book being delivered up; and, afterwards, in the supposition of 
his missing it, without knowing by whom it had been taken, he 
$aid, “ Sir, I should have gone out of the world distrusting half 
mankind.” Sir John next day wrote a letter to Johnson, assigning 
reasons for his conduct ; upon which Johnson observed to Mr. 
Langton, „Bishop Sanderson could not have dictated a better let. 
ter. I could almost say, Melias eit tie penituiree quam non errdine.”* 
The agitation into which Johnson was thrown by this incident, 
probably made him hastily daun chose precious records which must 
ever be PI | 
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or five more friends sitting with Johnson. Mr. Burke 

said to him, I am afraid, Sir, such a number of us 
may be oppressive to you.'—* No, Sir, (said John- 

son,) it is not so; and I must be in a wretched state, 

indeed, when your company would not be a delight 

"to me.” Mr. Burke, in a tremulons voice, expressive 
of being very tenderly affected, replied, My dear 
Sir, you have always been too good to me.” Imme- 
diately afterwards he went away. This was the last 
circumstatice in the acquaintance of these two emi- 
nent men.“ 


The TN particulars of his conversation within 
a few days of his death, I 1G on the authority of 
Mr. 5: Job Nichols: 5 


” 5 On — zame undoubted a I give a few N which 
should have been inserted in chronological order; but which, now 
that they eau belles mae, 1 chenh Yo corty ia cries | 
« In 1736, Dr. Johnson had a particular inclination to have 
been engaged as an assistant to the ada, Mr. Budworth, then 
head mater of the Grammar. school, at Brewood, in Staffordshire, 
* an excellent person, who poszexed every talent of a perfect instruc. 
tor of youth, in a degree which, (to use the words of one of the 
brightest ornaments of literature, the Reverend Dr. Hurd, Bishop of 
Worcestet,) has been rarely found in any of that profession since the 
days of Quintilian. Mr. Budworth, © who was les known in his 
life-time, from that. obscure situation to which the caprice of for. 
tune oft condemns the most accomplished characters, than his high- 
est merit deserved,” had been bred under Mr. Blackwell, at Market 
Bosworth, where Johnson was some time an usher z which might 
naturally lead tg the application. Mr. Budworth was certainly no 
*tranger to the learning or abilities of Johnson; as he more than 
once lamented his having been under the necessity of declining the 
engagement, from an apprehension that the paralytick affection, 
under which our great Philologist laboured through life, might be- 
come the _ TAO or CEO W 155 
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„He said, that the Parliamentary Debates were 
the only part of his writings which then gave him 
any compunction: but that at the time he wrote 
them, he had no conception he was imposiug upon 
the world, though they were frequently written from 


very slender materials, and often from none at all. 


the mere coinage of his own imagination. He never 
wrote any part of his works with equal , velocity. 
Three columns of the Magazine, in an hour, was no 


uncommon effort, which was faster than most per- 


sons could have transcribed that quantity. 


Captain Budworth, his grandson, has confirmed to me this gnec- 


« Among the early awocintes of Johnon, at St. John's Gate, 
was Samuel Boyse, well known by bis ingenious productions; ang 
not less noted for his imprudence, It was not unusual for Boyze to 


be a customer to the pawnhroker. On ane of these occasiops, Dr. 


Johnson collected a sum of money to redeem his friend's clothes, 
which in two days after were pawned again. The Sum, {caid 
Johnson,) was collected by nnn me Sig 
pence was a serious consideration. 

Speaking oge day of a person far whom he had z real friendship, 
but in whom vanity was somewhat too predominant, he observed, 
that © Kelly was so fond of displaying on his side- board the plate 


which he pdszessed, that he added to it his spurs. For my part, 


(said he,) I never was mas ter of a pair of Spurs, hut once; and the 
are now at the bottom of the ogean, By the carelessness of Bos- 


well's servant, they were dropped from 1 dra. 


return from the Isle of Sky.” 
The late Reverend Mr. Samuel eee 


to Dr. Johnson, by Mr. Nichols, some years before his death, thus ; 


expressed himself in a letter to that gentleman: _. 
„ How much I am obliged to you for the fayour you did me in 


introducing me to Dr. Johnson ! Tantim vidi Virgilium. But to. 


have seen him, and to have received a testimony of respect from 


him, was enough. I recollect all the conversation, and shall never 


forget one of his expressions. Speaking of Dr. Pe, (Whose 
writings, I saw, he estimated at a low N 1 35 A have 
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«Of his friend Cave, he always spoke with great 
affection. © Yet, (said he,) Cave, (Who never look- 
ed out of his window, but with a view to the Gentle- 
man's Magazine,) was a penurious pay-master; he 
would contract for lines by the hundred, and expect 
the long hundred; but he was a good man, and al- 
ways delighted to have his friends at his table.” 
«When talking of a regular edition of his own in 
Works, he said, that he had power, [ from the book- 
sellers,] to print such an edition, if his health admit- 
ted it; but had no power to assign over any edition, 
unless he could add notes, and so alter them as to 
make them new works; which his state of health for- 
bade him to think of. I may possibly live, (said he,) 
or rather breath, three days, or perhaps three weeks; 
but find myself daily and gradually weaker." Af 
He said at another time, three or four days only 
_ before his death, speaking of the little fear he had of 
undergoing a chirurgical operation, I would give 
one of these legs for a year more of life, I mean of 
comfortable life, not such as that which I now suffer; 
—and lamented much his inability to read during his 
hours of restlessness, I used formerly, (he added,) 
when sleepless in bed, to read like a Turk.” | 
*Whilst confined by his last illness, it was his 
regular practice to have the church- service read to 
him, by some attentive and friendly Divine. The 
1 | b (* | 
proved him as deficient in prebity as he is in learning,'—I called 
bim an Vader-ucholar; but he was not willing to allow him | 
claim even to that merit. He said, that © he borrowed fram those 
v ho had been borrowers themselves, and did not know that the mis 
takes he adopted had been answered by others. I often think of 


pur short, but precious, yisit to this great may. 1 oonsidęt it 
e life, ; 
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Rev. Mr. Hoole performed this kind office in wy 
presence for the last time, when, by his own desire, 
no more than the Litany was read; in which his re- 
sponses were in the deep and sonorous voice which 
Mr. Boswell has occasionally noticed, and with the 
most profound devotion that can be imagined. His 
hearing not being quite perfect, he more than once 
interrupted Mr. Hoole, with * Louder, my dear Sir, 
louder, I entreat you, or you pray in vain '—and, 
when the service was ended, he, with great earnest- 
ness, turned round to an excellent lady who was pre- 
sent, saying, I thank you, Madam, very heartily, 
for your kindness in Joining me in this solemn exer- 
eise. Live well, I conjure you; and you will not 
feel the compunction at the last, which I now feel.” 
So truly humble were the thoughts which this great 
and good man entertained of his own approaches to 
religious perfection. 
He was earnestly invited to publigh a volume of 
Devotional Exercises; but this, (though he listened 
to the proposal with much complacency, and a large 
sum of money was offered for it,) he declined, rom 
motives of the sincerest modesty. 
He seriously entertained the thought of transla- 
ting Thuanus, He often talked to me on the subject; 
and once, in particular, when I was rather wishing 
that he would favour the world, and gratify his so- 
vereign, by a Life of Spenser, (which he said that he 
would readily have done, had he been able to obtain 
any new materials for the purpose,) he added, 1 
have been thinking again, Sir, of Thuanus: it would 
not be the laborious task which you have supposed it. 
I should have no trouble but that of dictation, which 
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would be performed as 5peedily zus an amanuensis 
could write.“ 

It is to the mutual 7 af Johnson and Hanes 

of different communions, that although he was a 
Steady Church-of-England man, there was, never- 
theless, much agreeable intercourse between him and 
them. Let me particularly name the late Mr. La 
Trobe, and Mr. Hutton, of the Moravian profession. 
His intimacy with the English Benedictines, at Paris, 
has been mentioned; and as an additional proof of 
the charity in which he lived with good men. of the 
Romish Church, I am happy in this opportunity of 
recording his friendship with the Reverend Thomas 
Hussey, D. D. His Catholick Majesty's Chaplain of 
Embassy at the Court of London, that very respect- 
able man, eminent not only for his powerful elo- 
quence as a preacher, but for his various abilities and 
acquisitions.—Nay, though Johnson loved a Presby- 
terian the least of all, this did oot prevent his having 
a long and uninterrupted social connection with the 
Reverend Dr. James Fordyce, who, since his death 
hath gratefully celebrated him in a warm strain of de- 
votional composition. ä 

Amidst the melancholy clouds which hung « over 
the dying Jobnson, his characteristioal mannershewed 
itself on different oceasions. 

When Dr. Warren, in the usual st Me, hoped that 
he was better; his answer was, No, Sir; you can- 
not conceiye with what acceleration I advance towards 
death.“ 

A man whom be had never seen 8 | 
played one night to sit up with him. Being asked 
next 3 how he liked his attendant, his answer 

« Not at all, Sir: the fellow” s an ideot ; he i is 
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as aukward as a turn-spit when first put into the 
wheel, and as sleepy as a-dormouse.” 

Mr. Windham having placed a pillow conveniently 
to support him, he thanked him for his kindness, 
and said, © That will do,—all that a pillow can do.” 

He repeated with great spirit a poem, consisting of 
several stanzas, in four lines, in alternate rhyme, 
which he said he had composed some years before, on 

occasion of a rich, extravagant young gentleman's 
coming of age; saying he had never repeated it but 
once since he composed it, and had given but one 
copy of it. That copy was given to Mrs, Thrale, 
now Piozzi, who has published it in a Book which 
she entitles © British Synonimy, but which is truly a 
collection of entertaining remarks and stories, no 
matter whether accurate or not. Being a piece of - 
exquisite satire, conveyed in a strain of pointed viva- 
city and humour, and in a manner of which no other 
instance is to be found in Jemen 8 writings I "Oy 
here insert it: | 


Lon ati one-and-twenty, 
Ling'ring year, at length is flown ; 


Pride and pleasure, pomp and plenty, 
Great #*###, are now your own. 5 


Loosen d from the Minor's tetheerrrq „ 

Free to mortgage or to sell, | 

Wild as wind, and light as feather, 
Bid the n farewell. 


15 Call che Betseys, Kites, and Jennies, 
All the names that banith cane: 
. 


by 


* 


1 
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 -Lavish of your grandsire s guineas, | 
Shew the wpirit of a an heir. ä 


| Al that prey on vice or folly 
Joy to see their quarry fly; 
There the gamester, light and jolly, 
FE the ns _ ww "+ 


Welch, rey lad, winds to wider, 
Let it wander as it will; - -—- 
Call the jockey, call the pander, 

TY " Bid them come and NE their all.” 


7 W babe blade carouses, 
Pockets ſull, and spirits high 
Wbat are acres? what ere is 
NY ry, or wet or 1051 


Fi Should the guardian friend or mother | 
Tell the woes of wilful waste; TW 
Scorn their counsel, scorn their pother, — 
Lou can my or a at last. 


As be Wa a note , which his Servant 8 to 

him, he said, „An odd thought strikes me: we 
shall receive no letters in the grave.” 

He requested three things of Sir Joshua an 
Io forgive him thirty pounds which be had bor- 
rowed of him; — to read the Bible; — and never to 
use his pencil on a Sunday. Sir Joshua ali ac- 
. 

Indeed be shewed the greatest anxiety for the reli 
gious improvement of his friends, to whom he dis- 
coursed of its infinite consequence. He begged of 


- ccc 
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Mr. Hoole to think of what he had said, and to com- 
| mit it to writing: and, upon being afterwards ussured 
| | that this was done, pressed his hands, and in an ear- 
| nest tone thanked him. Dr. Brocklesby having at- 
tended him with the utmost assiduity and kindness 
as his physician and friend, he was peculiarly desirous 
that this gentleman should not entertain any loose 
speculative notions, but be confirmed in the truths of 
Christianity, and insisted on his writing down in 
| his presence, as nearly as he could collect it, the im- 
| port of what passed on the subject: and Dr. Brock- 
lesby having complied with the request, he made him 
sign the paper, and urged him to keep it in his own 
custody as long as he lived. 
Johnson, with that native fortitude, which, amidst 
all his bodily distress and mental sufferings, never 
| forsook him, asked Dr. Brocklesby, as a man in whom 
he had confidence, to tell him plainly whether he 
could recover. Give me (said he) a direct an- 
swer.“ The Doctor having first asked him if he 3 
could bear the whole truth, which way soever it 
might lead, and being answered that he could, de- 
clared that, in his opinion, he could not recover 
without a mirracle. Then, (said Johnson,) I will 
take no more physick, not even my opiates ; for I 
have prayed. that I may render up my soul to Gon 
unclouded.“ In this resolution he persevered, and, 
at the same time, used only the weakest kinds of 
sustenance. Being pressed by Mr. Windham to 
take somewhat more generous nourishment, lest too 
low a diet should have the very effect which he dread-. 
ed, by debilitating his mind, he aid, 9 will take 
any thing but inebriating sustenance.” 
The Reverend Mr. Strahan, who was the bon of 
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his friend, and had been always one of his great fa- 
vourites, bad, during his last illness, the satisfaction 
of contributing to soothe and comfort him. That 
gentleman's house, at Islington, of which he is Vi- 
car, afforded Johnson, occasionally and easily, an 
agreeable change of place and fresh air; and he 
attended also upon him in town in the Fe 
the sacred offices of his proſession. 

Mr. Strahan has given me the agreeable assu- 
rance; that, after being in much agitation, Johnson 
became quite ene, and gpntinged. 80 till his 
death. an 


Dr. Brocklesby, who will not be suspected of fana- 
ticism, obliged me with the following accounts: 
For some time before his death, all his fears 
were calmed and absorbed by the prevalence of. his 
faith, and his trust in the merits and oro of 
Java ($52 7:775 

« He talked often to me about the necessity of 
faith in the gacriſice of Jesus, as necessary beyond all 
good works whatever, for the sal vation of mankind. 

He pressed me to study Dr. Clarke and to read 
his Sermons. I asked him why he pressed Dr. Clarke, 
an Arian,* * Because, (aid he,) he is e on the 


A 00 Sacrifice.” 


The rr of his sentiments with I „ Clarke, is 
thus mentioned to me in à letter from the late Dr. Adams, Master 
of Pembroke College, Oord. The Doctar's prejudices were 
the strongest, and certainly in another sense the weake t, that ever 

2 sensible man. You know his extreme zeal for ortho- 
doxy. But did you ever hear what he told me himself ? That he 
had made it a rule not to admit Dr. Clarke's name in his Dictionary, - 
This, however, wore off. At some distance of time he advised with 
me what books he should read in defence of the Christian Religion. 
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Johnson having thus in his mind the true Chris- 
tian scheme, at once rational and consolatory, uni- 
ting justice and mercy in the Drvixity, with the 
improvement of human nature, previous to his re- 
ceiving the Holy Sacrament in his nn ya com- 
posed and fervently uttered this prayer: 

- « Almighty and most merciful Father, I am now 
as to human eyes it seems, about. to commemorate, 
for the last time, the death of thy Son Jesvs Cnrsr, 
our Saviour and Redeemer. Grant, O Lond, that 
my whole hope and confidence may be in his merits, 
and thy mercy ; enforce and accept my imperfect 


repentance ; make this commemoration available to 


the confirmation of my faith, the establishment of 
my hope, and the enlargement of my charity; and 
make the death of thy Son Jesvs Cartsr effectual 
to my redemption. Have mercy upon me, and par- 


don the multitude of my offences. Bless my friends; 
have mercy upon all men. Support me, by thy 


Holy Spirit, in the days of weakness, and at the hour 
of death; and receive me, at my death, to eherne 
ing happiness, for the sake of JIxsus CnnIsr. Amen.“ 


Having, as has been already mentioned, made his 


will on the 8th and gth of December, and settled all 


his worldly affairs, he languished will Monday, the | 
13th of that month, when he expired, about seren 
o'clock in the evening, with * little apparent _ 


1 e eee eee of Mana wo Revealed | 
Religion,” as the best of the kind ; and I find in what is called his 


Prayers and Meditations, „ e 
latter part of bis time in reading Clarke's Sermons.” 


1 The Reverend Mr. dene cok rt ave it proce ad 


has inserted it in © Prayers and Meditations,” p. 26. 
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that bis attendants hardly perceived when his dissolu- 
tion took place. | 


- "Of his lent moments, ws brother... 'Thomes, Did, 


haas furnished me with the following particulars: _ 
The Doctor, from the time that he was certain. 
his death was near, appeared to be perfectly resigned, 


be was seldom or never fretful or out of temper, and 
. often said to his faithful servant, who gave me this 
account, « Attend, Francis, to the salyation of your 


soul, which is the object of greatest importance: he 
also explained to him passages in the scripture, and 


seemed to have n in talking upon religious 
subjects. 


In Monday, the 13th Gee the day on. 


which he died, a Miss Morris, daughter to a particu- 
lar friend of his, called, and said to Francis, that she 
begged to be permitted to see the Doctor, that obe 

might earnestly request him to give her his blessing. 


Francis went ,into his room, followed by the young 
lady, and delivered the message. The Doctor turned 


bimself in the bed, and said, Gop bless you, my 


dear! These were the last words be spoke. — His 
difficulty of breathing increased till about seven 


o'clock in the evening, when Mr. Barber and Mrs. 
Desmoulins, who were sitting in the room, observing 


© that the noise he made in breathing had ceased, went 


to the bed, and found he was dead, = 


«a. 


| About two days aſter his death, the 16 very 
agrecable account was communicated to Mr. Malone, 
in a letter by the Honourable John Byng, to whom 


I am much obliged for granting me PAVEL. to 


introduce it in * Work. 


3 
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% DRAR SIR, 

e Sixcs I saw you, I have had a long conversa- 
tion with Cawston, * who sat up with Dr. Johnson, 
from nine o'clock, on Sunday evening, till ten o'clock, 
on Monday morning. And, from what I can gather 
from him, it should seem, that Dr. Johnson was per- 


fectly composed, steady in hope, and resigned to 


death. At the interval of each hour, they assisted 
him to sit up in his bed, and move his legs, which 
were in much pain; when he regularly addressed 
himself to fervent prayer; and though, sometimes, 
his voice failed him, bis senses never did, during that 
time. The only sustenance he received, was cyder 
and water. He said his mind was prepared, and the 
time to his dissolution seemed long. At six in the 
morning, he enquired the hour, and, on being in- 
formed, said that all went on regularly, and he felt 
he had but a few hours to live. 

At ten o'clock in the morning, he parted from 
Cawston, saying, You -should not detain Mr. 
Windham's servant :—I thank you; bear my re- 
membrance to your master. Cawston says, that no 


man could appear more collected, more devout, or 


less terriſied at the thoughts of the approaching 
minute. 

« This account, which is 50 muck more agreeable 
than, and somewhat different from, yours, has given 


us the satisfaction of thinking that that great man 


died as he lived, full of resignation, n in 
faith, and joyful in hope.“ 


KY + vn the Right H, William was. , 
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A ſew days before his death, he had asked Sir 
John Hawkins, as one of his executors, where he 
should be buried; and on being answered, Doubt- 
less, in Westminster-Abbey,“ seemed to feel a satis- 
| faction, very natural to a Poet; and indeed in my 
opinion very natural to every man of any imagina- 
tion, who has no family sepulchre in which he can 
be laid with his nn Accordingly, upon Mon- 
day, December 20, his remains were deposited in 
that noble and renowned edifice ; and over his grave 
was placed a large blue — with this 1 in- 
scription: 
& 6 Jonxsox, 1 b. 
* Obi xm die Decembris, 
ne 
& MI. DCC. LXXXIV. EW 
„ Alatis Suge LXXV," 


His funeral was attended by a respectable 5 
of his friends, particularly such of the members of 
THE LiTERARY CLuB as were then in town; and 
was also honoured with the. presence of several of 
the Reverend Chapter of Westminster. Mr, Burke, 
Sir Joseph Banks, Mr. Windham, Mr. Langton, Sir 
Charles Bunbury, and Mr. Colman, bore bis pall. 

His school-fellow, Dr. Taylor, performed the moum- | 
ful ons olocedjagithe bunk: fertice, 4 K 


I trust, I shall not be accused of affectation, Ml 
I deelare, that I find myself unable to express all 
that I felt upon the loss of such a. Guide, Philoso- 
pPpber, and Friend.” * I shall, therefore, not say one 


|  ® On the subject of Johnson I may adopt the words of Sir Jobs 
Harrington, concerning his venerable Tutor and Diocesan, Dr. 


— 
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word of my own, but adopt those of an eminent 
friend,“ which he uttered with an abrupt felicity, 
superior to all studied compositions :—* He has 
made a chasm, which not only nothing can fill up, 
but which nothing has a tendency to fill up. Iohn- 

son is dead.—Let us go to the next best :—there is 
nobody ;—no man can be said to put you in mind of 
Johnson.“ 


As Johnson had abundant homage paid to him 
during his life, so no writer in this nation ever had 


John Still, Bishop of Bath and Wells; * who hath given me some . | 
“ helps, more hopes, all encouragements in my best studies: to 
« whom I never came but I grew more religious; from whom I” 
« never went, but I parted better instructed. Of him therefore, 
« my acquaintance, my friend, my instructor, if I speak much, ic 
« were not to be marvelled ; if I speak frankly, it is not to be 
« blamed; and though I speak partially, it were to be pardoned.”” 
Nuge Antique, Vol. I. p. 136. There is one circumstance in Sir 0 
John's character of Bishop Still, which is peculiafly applicable to | 
Johnson: “ He became so famous a. disputer, that the learnedest 
« were even afraid to dispute with him; and he finding his own 
e strength, could not stick to warn them in their arguments to 
© take heed to their answers, like a perfect fencer that will tell 
ec aforchand in which button he will give che yenew, or like a cun- 
My ning chess-player that will appoint aſorehand with which pawn 
« and in what place he will give the mate.” 7bid, 
* [The late Right Hon. William Gerrard Hamilton.] | 
Beside the Dedications to him by Dr. Goldsmith, the Reverend 
Dr. Franklin, and the Reverend Mr, Wilson, which I have men- 
tioned according to their dates, there was one by a lady, of a ver. 
sification of „ Aningait and Ajut,” and one by the ingenious Mr, 
Walker, of his © Rhetorical Grammar.” I have introduced into 
this work several compliments paid to him in the writings of his 
contemporaries ; but the number of them is so great, that we may 
fairly say that there was almost a general tribute. | 
Let me not be forgetful of the honour done to him by Colonel - 
Myddleton, of Gwaynynog, near Denbigh ; 8 on 1 banks of 
SO 1 GG 
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such an accumulation of literary honours after his 
death. A sermon upon that event was preached in 


a rivulet in his park, where Johnson delighted to stand and repeat 
verses, erected an urn with the following inscription: 


4 This spot was often dignified by the presence of 
« Sawvsr Joaxson, LL. D). 
Whose moral writings, exactly conformable to the precepts of, 
« Christianity, 
Gave ardour to Virtue and confidence to Truth, ” 


As no e e circumstance of his 3 we must reckon 
the extraordinary zeal of the artists to extend and perpetuate his 
image. I can enumerate a bust by Mr. Nollekens, and the many 
casts which are made from it; several pietures by Sir Joshua Rey- 


nolds, from one of which, in the possession of the Duke of Dorset, - 


Mr. Humphry executed a beautiful miniature in enamel ; one by 
Mrs. Frances Reynolds, Sir Joshua's sister: one by Mr. Zoffanij ; 
and one by Mr. Opie ; and the following engravings 'of his por- 
trait : 1. One by Cooke, from Sir Joshua, for the Proprietors' edi- 
tion of his folio Dictionary.—2. One from ditto, by ditto, for their 
quarto edition,—3. One from Opie, by Heath, for Harrison's edi. 
tion of his Dictionary.—4. One from Nolleken's bust of him, by 
Bartolozzi, for Fielding's quarto edition of his Dictionary. —;. 


One small, from Harding, by Trotter, for his © Beauties.“ —6. One 


amall, from Sir Joshua, by Trotter, for his © Lives of the Poets.“ 
. One small, from Sir Joshua, by Hall, for „The Rambler.” 
—$, One small, from an original drawing, in the possession of Mr. 
John Simco, etched by Trotter, for another edition of his © Lives 
of the Poets.” —g. One small, no painter's name, etched by Taylor, 
for his Johasoniana.— 10. One folio whole-length, with his oak- 


stick, as described in Boswell's ® Tour,” drawn and etched by 


Trotter 1 1. One large mezzotinto, from Sir Joshua, by Doughty. 
—12z, One large Roman head, from Sir Joshua, by Marchi. - 13. 
One octavo, holding a book to. his eye, from Sir Joshua, by Hall, 
for his works.—14. One small, from a drawing from the life, and 
engraved by Trotter, for his Life published by Kearsley.—15. One 
large, from Opie, by Mr. Townley, (brother of Mr. Townley, of 

the Commons,) an ingenious artist, who resided some time at = 
lin, and has the honour of being engraver to his Majesty the King 
1 e NI ee eee ee 
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St. Mary's church, Oxford, before the University, 
by the Reverend Mr. Agutter, of Magdalen. Col- - 
lege. 3 The Lives, the Memoirs, the Essays, both 


in prose and verse, which have been published con- 
cerning him, would make many volumes. The nu- 
merous attacks too upon him, I consider as part of 
his consequence, upon the principle which he him- 
self so well knew and asserted. Many who trembled 
at his presence, were forward in assault, when they 
no longer apprehended danger. When one of his 
little pragmatical foes was invidiously snarling at his 
farne, at Sir Joshua Reynolds's table, the Rever:,ud 
Dr. Parr exclaimed, with his usual bold animation, 


ff 


executed ; and what renders it of extraordinary value, the plate was 
destroyed after four or five impressions only were taken off, One 
of them is in the possession of Sir William Scott. Mr, Townley © 
has lately been prevailed with to execute and publish another of the 
tame, that it may be more generally circulated among the admirers 
of Dr. Johnson.-—16. One large, from Sir Joshua's first picture of 
him, by Heath, for this work, in quarto.—17. One octavo, by 

Baker, for the octavo edition, —18. And one for “ Lavater's Essay 
on Physiognomy,”” in which Jobnson's countenance is analysed upon 
the principles of that fanciful writer. There are also sevetal seals 
with his head cut on them, particularly a very fine one by that 
eminent artist, Edward Burch, Esq. R. A. in the possess ĩon of the 
younger Dr. Charles Burney. 

Let me add, as a proof of the popularity of his character, that 
there are copper pieces struck at Birmingham, with his head im- 
pressed on them, which pass current as half-pence n in the 
neighbouring parts of the country. 

It is not yet published. In a letter to me, Mr. W says, 
« My sermon before the University was more engaged with Dr. 
Johnson's moral than his intellectual character. It particularly 
examined his fear of death, and suggested several reasons for the 


apprchension of the good, and the indifference of the infidel in their 


Inst hours; this was illustrated by contrasting the death of Dr. | 
Jolinson and Mr. Hume: the text was Job. xxi, a2%26."” 
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* Ay, now that the old lion is dead, map ass 
thinks he may kick at him.“ 


A monument for him, in e ben 


was resolved upon soon after his death, and was sup- 


ported by a most respectable contribution; but the 
Dean and Chapter of St. Paul's having come to a 
resolution of admitting monuments there, upon a 
liberal and magnificent plan, that Cathedral was 
afterwards fixed on, as the place in which a ceno- 
taph should be erected to his memory : and in the 
catheural of his native city of Lichfield, a smaller 


on is to be erected. * To compose his epitaph, 
could not but excite the warmest competition of 


genius. 


59 


If. laudari à laudato viro be praise which 


* {This Meamment has been since erected. It consists of a 
Medallion, with a tablet beneath, on which is this inscription : 


The Friends of Saxwvzr Jounson, LL. D. 
A Native of Lichfield, 
\ -* Erected this Monument, 
| As a tribute of respect 
To the memory of a man of extensive learning, 
« A distinguished moral writer, and a sincere Christian. 
He died Dec. 13, 1784, aged 75.” | 
The Reverend Dr. Parr, on being requested to undertake it, 
thus expressed himself in à letter to William Seward, Esq.: 
« I leave this mighty task to some hardier and some abler writer. 
The variety and splendour of Johnson s attainments, the peculiati-. 


ties of his character, his private virtues, and his literary publica- 


tions, fill me with confugion and dismay, when I reflect upon the 
confined and difficult pecies < of composition, in which alone they can 


be expressed, with propriety, upon his monument.“ 


But I understand that this great scholar, and warm admirer of 
Johnson, has yielded to repeated solicitations, and executed the verx 


diiſſicult undertaking. 


Ir. Johnson's Monument, consisting of a Colossal Figure leaning 
against a column, has since the death of our authour been placed in 


* 
i 
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is highly estimable, I Should not forgive myself were 


I to omit the following sepulchral ve:ses on the au- 
thour of Taz ExeLrtsn Dictionary, written by 


Right Honourable Henry Flood: 
« No need of Latin or of Greek to grace 


« Our Jokxsox's memory, or inscribe his grave; 
“His native language claims this mournful space, 


_ To pay the Immortality he gave.“ 


St, Paul's Cathedral, having been first opened to publick view, 
Feb. 23, 1796. The Epitaph was written by the Rev. Dr, Parr, 
ans; 13 as n: 


A a 


SAMVELI « JOHNSON 
GRAMMATICO « ET - CRITICO 
SCRIPTORVM « ANGLICORVM* LITTERATE- PERITO 
POETAE « LVMINIBVS * SENTENTIARVMM 
ET. PONDERIBVS VERBORVM ADMIRABILI 
MAGISTRO * VIRTVTIS . GRAVISSIMO 
HOMINTI + OPTIMO + ET - SINGVLARIS - EXEMPLI 
QVI © VIXIT - ANN © Lxxvy + MENS I. DIEB - in 
DECESSIT IDIB DECEMBR © ANN © CHRIST cI>Þ © Jace IxxXIIII 
 SEPVLT - IN + AED + SANCT + PETR © WESTMONASTERIENS. 
x11] - KAL. TANVAR + ANN CHRIST * cl» - Ice AAA 
AMICI + ET + SODALES « LITTERARII. 
| PECVNIA CONLATA | 

H. M FACIVND- CVRAVER. 


On a scroll in his hand are the following words: 
| ENMAKAPEESINONQNANTAFIOEELHAMOIBY, 


On one side of the Monument—Facizsar Jonanxes Bacon 
Scyir ron Ann, CHRIST. MaDCC,LAXXXV. 

The Subscription for this monument, which cost eleven hundred 
| guineas, was begun by the LiTzRAnY CLus, and completed by the 
aid of Dr. Johnson's other friends and admirers. ] 

Jo preyent any misconception on this subject, Mr. Malone, by 

whom these lines were obligingly 1 requests me to 
add the a remark : " 

2 
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The character of SamverL Jonxsox has, I trust, 
been so developed in the course of this work, that 
they who have homoured it with a perusal, may be 
considered as well acquainted with him. As, how- 
ever, it may be expected that I should collect into 
one view the dapital and distinguishing features of 
this extraordinary man, I shall endeavour to a 


myself of that part of my biographical undertaking, 


' however difficult it may be to do that which many 


of my readers will do better for themselves. 


His figure was large and well formed, and his 


* countenance of the cast of an ancient statue; yet 


his appearance was rendered strange and somewhat 
uncouth, by convulsive cramps, by the scars of that 
distemper which it was once imagined the royal 


« In justice to the late Mr. Flood, now himself wanting, and 
highly meriting, an epitaph from his country, to which his tran. 
scendent talents did the highest honour, as well as the most impor- 


tant service; it should be observed, that these lines were by no 


means intended as a regular monumental inscription for Dr. John- 
don. Had he undertaken to write an appropriated and discrimina- 
tive epitaph for that excellent and extraordinary man, those wha 
knew Mr. Flood's vigour of mind, will have no doubt that he would 
have produced one worthy of his illustrious subject. But the fact 


was merely this: In Dec. 1789, after a large subscription had been 


made for Dr, Johnson's monument, to which Mr. Flood liberally 


contributed, Mr. Malone happened to call on him at his house, in 


Berners-street, and the conversation turning on the proposed mo. 


nument, Mr. Malone maintained that the epitaph, by whomsoever 


it should be written, ought to be in Latin, Mr. Flood thought 
differently, The next morning, in the postscript to a note on an- 


other subject, he mentioned that he continued of the same- opinion 


as on the preceding day, and subjoined the lines above given.“ 
5 As I do not see any reason to give a different character of my 
illustrious friend now, from what I formerly gave, the greatest 


part of the sketch n to the He. 
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touch could cure, _ by a slovenly mode of dress. 
He had the use only of one eye; yet so much does 
mind govern and even supply the deficiency of or- 
gans, that his visual perceptions, as far as they ex- 
tended, were uncommonly quick and accurate. So 
morbid was his temperament, that he never. knew 
the natural joy of a free and vigorous use of his 
limbs: when he walked, it was like the struggling 
gait of one in fetters ; when he rode, he had no 
command or direction of his horse, but was carried 
as if in a balloon, That with his constitution and 
habits of liſe he should have lived seventy-five years, 
is a proof that an inherent vivida vis is a wn 
Preservative of the human frame. | 
Man is, in general, made up of contradictory 
qualities ; and these will ever shew themselves in 
strange succession, where a consistency in appear- 
ance at least, if not in reality, has not been attained 
by long habits of philosophical discipline. In propor- 
tion to the native vigour of the mind, the contra- 
dietory qualities will be the more prominent, and 
more difficult to be adjusted; and, therefore, we are 
not to wonder, that Johnson exhibited an eminent 
example of this remark which I have made upon 
human nature, At different times, he seemed a 
different man, in some; respects; not, however, in 
any great or essential article, upon which be had 
fully employed his mind, and settled certain prinei- 
ples of duty, but only in his manners, and in the 
display of argument and fancy in his talk. He was 
prone to superstition, but not to credulity. Though 
his imagination might incline him to a belief of the 
marvellous and the mysterious, his yigorous, reason 
examined the evidence with jcalousy, He was a 
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sincere and zealous Christian, of high Church-of- 
England and monarchical principles, which he would 
not tamely suffer to be questioned; and had, per- 
haps, at an early period, narrowed his mind some- 
what too much, both as to religion and politicks. 
His being impressed with the danger of extreme lati- 
tude in either, though he was of a very independent 
spirit, occasioned his appearing somewhat unfavour- 
able to the prevalence of that noble freedom of sen- 
timent which is the best possession of man. Nor 
can it be denied, that he had many prejudices; 
which, however, frequently suggested many of his 
pointed sayings, that rather sbew a playfulness of 
fancy chan any settled malignity. He was steady 


and inflexible in maintaining the obligations of reli- 


gion and morality ; both from a regard for the order 
of society, and from a veneration for the GREAT 
Souncx of all order; correct, nay stern in his taste; 
hard to please, and easily offended; impetuous and 
irritable in his temper, but of a most humane and 
benevolent heart, which shewed itself not only in 
a most liberal charity, as far as his circumstances 
would allow, but in a thousand instances of active 
benevolence. He was afflicted with a bodily disease, 
which made him often restless and fretſul; and with 
a constitutional melancholy, the clouds of which 
| a the brightness of his aney, and my a 


'6 In the Olla Podrida, a collection of Essuys publiched 4 Ox- 
ford, there is an admirable paper upon the character of Johnson, 
; written by the Reverend Dr. Horne, the last excellent Bishop of 
Norwich, The following passage is eminently happy : —* To 
reject wisdom, because the person of him who communicates it is 
uncouth, and his manners are inelegant ;—what is it, but to throw 


away a pine-apple, and assign for a reason the roughness of its 
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| gloomy cast to his whole course of thinking: we, 
| therefore, ought not to wonder at his sallies of im- 
| patience and passion at any time ; especially when 
| provoked by obtrusive ignorance, or presuming pe- 
tulance ; and allowance must be made for his utter- 
ing hasty and satirical sallies even against his best 
friends. And, surely, when it is considered, that, 
* amidst sickness and sorrow,“ he exerted his facul- 
ties in 80 many works for the benefit of mankind, 
and particularly that he atchieved the great and ad- 
mirable Dic rioxARY of our language, we must be 
astonished at his resolution. The solemn text, © of 
him to whom much is given, much will be required,” 
| seems to have been ever present to his mind, in a 
| . rigorous sense, and to have made him dissatisfied 
with his labours and acts of goodness, however com- 
paratively great ; 80 that the unavoidable conscious- 
ness of his superiority was, in that respect, a cause 
| of disquiet. He suffered so much from this, and 
| from the gloom which perpetually haunted him, and 
made solitude frightful, that it may be said of him, 
ef in this life only he had hope, he was of all men 
most miserable.“ He loved praise, when it was 
brought to him; but was too proud to seek for it. 
He was somewhat susceptible of flattery. As he 
was genera] and unconfined in his studies, he cannot 
be considered as master of any one particular sci- 
ence ; but he had accumulated a vast and various 
collection of learning and knowledge, which was 80 
arranged in his mind, as to be ever in readiness to 
be brought forth. But his superiority over other 
learned men consisted chiefly in what may be called 
the art of thinking, the art of using his mind; a 
certain continual power of seizing the useful sub- 
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Stance of all that he knew, and exhibiting it in a 


clear and forcible manner; so that knowledge, 


which we often see to be no better than lumber. in 
men of dull understanding, was, in him, true, evi- 
dent, and actual wisdom. His moral precepts are 
practical; for they are drawn from an intimate ac- 
quaintance with human nature. His maxims 


_ conviction; for they are founded on the basis of 


com sense, and a very attentive and minute 
survey of real life. His mind was so full of imagery, 


that he might have been perpetually a poet; yet it 


is remarkable, that, however rich his prose is in this 
respect, his -poetical pieces, in general, haye not 
much of that splendour, but are rather distinguished 


by strong sentiment, and acute observation, con- 
| veyed i in harmonious and energetick verse, particu- 


larly in heroick couplets. Though usually grave, 
and even - aweful, in his deportment, he possessed 
uncommon and peculiar powers of wit and humour; 
he frequently indulged himself in colloquial plea» - 
santry; and the heartiest merriment was often en- 


joyed in his company; with this great advantage, 


that as it was entirely free from any poisonous tinc- 
ture of vice or impiety, it was salutary to those who: 
shared in it. He had accustomed himself to such 


accuracy in his common conversation, that he at all 


7 Though a perfect resemblance of Johnson is not to be found in 
any age, parts of his character are admirably expressed by Claren. 
don, in, drawing that of Lord Falkland, whom the noble and 


ey kiotarian describes at his seat near Oxford: Such an 


immenseness of wit, such a solidity of judgement, $0 infinite a 
fancy, bound in by a most logical ratiocination.— His acquaintance 
was cultivated by the most polite and accurate men, so that his house 


was an University in less volume, whither they came, not 50 much 


times expressed his thoughts with great force, and an 
elegant choice of language, the effect of which was 
aided by his. having a loud voice, and a slow delibe- 
rate utterance. In him were united a most logical 
head with a most fertile imagination, which gave 


for repose as study, and to examine and refine those grosser propo- 
sitions, which laziness and consent made current in conversation.“ 
Bayle's account of Menage may also be quoted as exceedingly 
applicable to the great subject of this work.“ His illustrious 
friends erected a very glorious monument to him in the collection 
entitled Menagiana. Those who judge of things aright, will con- 
fess that this collection is very proper to chew the extent of genius 
and learning which was the character of Menage. And I may be 
bold to say, that he excellent works he publinbed auill not diitinguizh 
bim from other learned men 1 advantegeously as this, To publish 
| books of great learning, to make Greek and Latin verses exceed- 
ingly well turned, is not a common talent, I own ; neither is it ex- 
extremely rare, It is incomparably more difficult to find men who' 
can furnish discourse about an infinite number of things, and who 
can diyersify them an hundred ways, How many agthours are there, 
who are admired for their works, on accoynt of the vast learning 
that is displayed in them, who are not able to sustam a conversa- 
tion. Those who know Menage only by his books, might think 
he resembled those learned men: but if you shew the MzxagGiana, 
you distinguish him from them, and make him known by a talent 
which is given to very few learned men. There it appears that he 
was a man who spoke off-hand a thousand good things. His me- 
mory extended to what was ancient and modern ; to the court and 
to the city ; to the dead and to the living languages; to things se- 
rious and things jocose ; in a word, to a thousand sorts of subjects. 
That which appeared a trifle to some readers of the Menagiana, 
who did not consider circumstances, caused admiration in other 
readers, who minded the difference between what a man speaks 
without preparation, and that which he prepares for the press. 
And, therefore, we cannot sufficiently commend the care which his 
illustrious friends took to erect a monument s capable of giving 
him immortal glory. They were not obliged to rectify what they 
had heard him say; for, in s0 doing, they had not been faithful 
historians of his conversations,” 


„„ run en fc. a 


him an extraordinary advantage in arguing: for he 
could reason close or wide, as he saw best for the 
moment. Exulting in his intellectual strength and 
dexterity, he could, when he pleased, be the greatest 
sophist that ever contended in the lists of declama- 
tion; and, from a spirit of contradiction, and a de- 
light in shewing his powers, he would often main- 
tain the wrong side with equal warmth and inge- 
nuity ; so that, when there was an audience, his real 
opinions could seldom be gathered from his talk ; 
though when he was in company with a single friend, 
he would discuss a subject with genuine fairness : 
but he was too conscientious to make errour perma- 
nent and pernicious, by deliberately writing it ; and, 
in all his numerous works, he earnestly inculcated 
what appeared to him to be the truth ; his piety 
being constant, and the TIE principle of all his 
conduct. 

Such was SAMUEL Joi a man whose talents, 
acquirements, and virtues, were so extraordinary, 
that the more his character is considered, the more 
he will be regarded by the present age, and by 
posterity, with admiration and reverence. 
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The following Remarks,* which were not transmitted in 
lime to be inserted in thetr proper places, are thought 
too valuable to be onutied. 


| 1 
P. 120. Tun epitaph of Phillips is in the porch of 
Wolverbampton church. The prose part of it is 
curious: 
Near this place lies 
CuARLES CLAuDbius PHillies,. 
Whose absolute contempt of riches, 
and inimitable performances upon the violin, 
made him the admiration of all that knew him. 
He was born in Wales, 
TY made the tonr of Europe, | 
and, after the experience of both kinds of fortune, 
Died in 1732.“ 


Mr. Garrick appears not to have recited the verses 
| correctly, the original being as follows. One of the 
various readings is remarkable, as it is the germ of 
Johnson's concluding line : 


ne kd oe is AIC. 


within crotchets, though they are all of the same description as 
those which in the body of the work have that mark of distinc- 


tion ; and when incorporated with the other notes In any future 
On RON 00 ne distinguished. 
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Exalted soul, % various Sounds could please 

* 'The love-sick virgin, and the gouty ease; 
Could jarring crowds, like od Amphion, move 
To beauteous order and harmonious love; 

* Rest here in peace, till Angels bid thee rise, 
* And meet thy Savioun's consort in the skies.“ 


Dr. Wilkes, the authour of these lines, was a Fellow 
of Trinity College, in Oxford, and rector of Pitch- 


ford, in Shropshire: he collected materials for a 


history of that county, and is spoken of by Browne 
Willis, in his History of Mitred Abbies, vol. ii. p. 
189. - But he was a native of Staffordshire : and to 
the antiquities of that county was his attention chiefly 
confined. Mr. Shaw has had the use of his pa- 
pers. J. B. 

P. 230. Jobnson's dae ber of Chesterfield I 
thought he had been a lord among wits, but I. find 


he is only a wit among lords, —scems to be.imitated 


from“ Inter doctos nobilissimos, inter mobiles doc- 
tissmus, inter utrosgue optimus ;” (ex Apuleio. v. 
Erasm. Dedication of Adagies to Lord Mountjoy:) 
and from derne er OrnoroPors, PrhoroPogs tv + 40L@T a5. 
Proclus de Critia. K. 

P. 339. 1. 7. A friend of mine once. heard bim, 
during this visit, exclaim with the utmost vehe- 
mence, I nars a Docker.“ J. B. 


P. 445. I. 22. The predecessor of old Thrale » was 


Edmund Halsey, Esq.: the nobleman who married 
his daughter was Lord Cobham, great uncle of the 
Marquis of Buckingham. But I believe Dr. John- 
son was mistaken in assigning so very low an origin 
to Mr. Thrale. The elerk of St. Alban's, a very 


aged man, told me that he (the elder Thrale,) mar- 


ried a sister of Mr, Halsey. It is at least certain 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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that the family of Thrale was of some consideration 
in that town : in the abbey church is a handsome 
monument to the memory of Mr, John Thrale, late 
of London, merchant, who died in 1704, aged 54, 
Margaret, his wife, and three of their children who 
died young between the years 1676 and 1690. The 
arms upon this monument are, paly of eight, gules 
and or, impaling, ermine, on a chief indented vert, 
three wolves (or gryphons') heads or, couped at the 


neck: Crest on a ducal coronet, a tree vert. J. B. 


VOL. It 


P. 6. On the iron crown, see Mr. Steevens's note 
7 on Act iv. Sc. i. of Ricyuard III. It seems to be 
alluded to in Macsern, Act iv. Sc. i.“ Thy crown 
does sear,” &c. See also Gough's Camden, val. iii. 


p. 396. J. B. 


P. 113. I. penult. On the necessity of crown in- 
fluence, see Boucher's Sermons on the American 
Revolution, p. 218 ; and Paley's Moral Philosophy, 
B. VI. c. vii. p. 491, 4to. there quoted. | 

P. 115. 1. 19. Montagne had the same affection 
for Paris, which Johnson had for London. —“ Je 
te Vaime tendrement,” (says he in his Essay on Va- 
nity,) “ jusques à ses verrues et à ses taches. Je ne 
« suis Frangois, que par cette grande cite, grande 
cc en peuples, grande en felicitE de son assiette, mais 
« gur-tout grande et incomparable. en varietẽ et di- 
« yersit6 des commoditez : la gloire de la France, et 


„Fun des plus nobles ornemens du monde.” Vol. 


jii, p. 321, edit. Amsterdam. 1781. J. B. 
P. 413. I. 1. Mr. Foote scems to have embellished 


— 


a little, in saying that Johnson did not alter his dress 
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at Paris; as in p. 407 is a memorandum about white 


8tockings, wig, and hat. In another place we are 


told, that during his travels in France he was ſur- 


nished with a French-made wig of handsome con- 


struction.“ That Johnson was not inattentive to his 
appearance is certain from a eireumstance men- 
tioned by Mr. Boswell, vol. iv. p. 340. J. B. 

It should have been observed in a note, that in 


Pr. Johnson's Journal, p. 407. I. penuls. the 7 placed 


aſter the word sfockings meant /rures, Two pair of 
white silk stockings were probably purchased. 
P. 477. I. 23. Garrick himself, like the Lich- 


ſieldians, always said—shupreme, shuperior. B. 


P. 480. 1. 6. Fothergill a Quaker, and Schom- 
berg a Jew, had the greatest practice of any two 


physicians of their time. B. 


VOL. II. 


P. 31. I. ult. Johnson's opinions concerning the 
Monthly and Critical Reviews would not be accu- 
rate now. B. 

P. 35. J. 9. from the bottom. The WE did 
not recollect that of the books preserved (and an 
infinite number was lost) all were confined to two 
languages. In modern times and modern languages, 
France and Italy alone produce more books in a 
given time than Greece and Rome; put England, 


Spain, Germany, and the Northern ne out of 


the question. B. 
P. 286. 1. 14. Wishing to discover the ancient 
observation here referred to, I applied to Sir Wil- 


liam Scott on the subject, but he had no recollection 


of it. My old and very learned friend, Dr. Michael 


Kearney, formerly Senior Fellow of Trinity College, 


-Dublia, and now beneficed-in FY North of Ireland, 
has, however, most happily elucidated this passage. 
He remarks to me, that Mr. Boswell's memory 
must here have deceived him; and that Mr. Scott's 
observation must have been, that Mr, Fox, in the 
instance mentioned, might be considered as the 
reverse of Pheax, of whom, as Plutarch relates in the 
Life of Alcibiades, Eupolis the tragedian said, {7 7s 
true he can talk, and yet he is no speaker. 

If this discovery had been made by a scholiast on 
an ancient author, with what ardour and exuberant 
praise would Bentley or Taylor have spoken of it !— 
Sir Willtim Scott, to whom I have lately communi- 
cated Dr. Kearney's remark, is perfectly satisfied 
that it is correct. For the other observations signed 
K, the reader is indebted to the same gentleman, 
Every classical reader will Iament that they are not 
more numerous. 

P. 203. I. 1. I never heard that it was A curtom 
fo hang out 4 Ae, to invite to the * of hospita- 
lity.“ | 

It certainty was a custom, as appears from the 
following passage in Perceforest, vol. iti. p. 108 :— 
„ fasoient mettre au plus hault de leur hostel un 
C heaulme, en gigne que tous les gentils hommes et 
** gentilles femmes entrassent hardiment en leur 
cc hostel comme en leur propre,” &c. K. 

The author's second son, Mr. James Boswell, of 
Brazen- nose College, in Oxford, had noticed this 
passage in Perceforest, and suggested to me the same 
remark, though too late to appear in its proper plare. 


— 
— 


wen r OI EU IPOS COLTS TORS Far ot 05 


** en —ůͤä 2 


466 rann 


VOL. IV. 


P. 6. 1. 6. It does Wha e that the. woman 
ſorgiven was Mary Magdalene. K. 

P. 88. I felt almont the last flutter, &c. Sony! 8 
expressions on this occasion remind us of Isaac Wal- 
ton's eulogy on Whitgift, in his Life of Hooker ;— 

« He lived - - to be present at the expiration of 
her [Q. Elizabeth's] last breath, and to behold the 
closing of those eyes that had long looked upon him 
with reverence and affection.” K. 
P. 106. It was observed of Apelles's Venus, ' % &c.— 
Mr. Wilkes mistook the objection of Euphranor to 
the Theseus of Parrhasius, for a description of the 
Venus of Apelles. 7 7 * Bellone an pace 
e Athentenſes. K. 
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Bentham, the Rev. Dr. ii. 458. 
Bentley, Dr. verses by, iv. 22. 
Beresford, Mrs. and Miss, iv. 298. 
Berkley, Bisbop, i. 426 ; ii. 128; iv. 25. 
Berwick, Duke of, his Memoirs, iii. 307. 
Beville, Rev. Mr. his ingenious. defence of Hammond, iv, 65. 5. 
Bewley, Mr. his enthusiastick veneration for Johnson, iv. 142. 
Bible, the, should be read with the comments by W Patrick, 
and Hammond, 111. $5- 
Bibliotheca Harleiana, i. 125. 
Bicknell, Mr. i. 278. 
Dickerstaff, Mr. Isaac, ii. 78. 
« Biddulph, Miss Sidney, the Novel, i. 348. 
© Biographia Britannica, iii. 189, 1903 iv. 286. 
Biography, remarks on, i. 1, 11; il. 220, 387, 4593 iii. 72, 160, 
168 ; iv. 427. 
Birch, Dr. i. 122, 124, . 133, 195. 
-'+ + » Johnson's letters to, i. 195, 2 50. 
« his letter to "G9 on his Dictionary, i. 250. 
Birds, their migration, ii. 248. 
Bishops, iv. 292, 338. See Clergy. 
Blackfriars Bridge, i. 311. Fey 
Black letter books, their value, ii. 1 16. ö 
Blacklock's poetry, i. 422. 
Blackmore, Sir Richard, assisted in his © Creation,” ii. 101, 102. 
Blackstone, Sir William, ii. 360, 424; iv. 94. 
5 Johnson s Life of, iv. 55. 
Blagden, Dr. iv. 29. | 
Blair, Rey. Dr. Hugh, his Sermons, iii. 99, 10), vi; 187 * 
N. 
letter to the author on rope s Essay, from, i ui. 428. 
5 . Rev. Robert, authour of The Grave,“ iii Mi. 45. 5 
Robert, Esq. Solicitor General for Scotland, | ini. 46. 
Blake, Admiral, Jokmson' s Life of, i. 120. 
Blaney, Elizabeth, i. 145 iv. 395. 
Blank verse, ii. 124 386; iii. 277 ; iv. 19, 42z 61. 
Blenheim Park, ii. 463. 
Blue-stocking Club, iv. 110. 
Boerhaave, Johnson's Life of, i. 113. 
Boetius magrs Philiop bus gudm Christianmi, ii. 123. 
3 a « 


„„ u — NaN wy 


INDEX. 


Bolingbroke, Lord, his works, i. 231. 
Bolton, Mr. of Birmingham, ii. 472. 
Bonaventura, 1. 452. 
Books and Booksellers, ii. 438 ill. 197, 306; ir. 293. 
Boothby, Miss, Johnson's letter to, iv. 58. 
Boscawen, Hon. Mrs. iti. 353. 
Boscovitch, Pere, ii. 121, 415. 
„ his age, i. 344. 
Bosville, Godfrey, Esq. iii. 471% 
„„ „%. 
Dm, (the Authour of this Work.) 
» +. +,» introduced to Johnson, i. 350, 354. 
* + + +» » his Account of Corsica,” ii. 46, 57, 58, 67. 
* + + + elected of Tax Lirzrany Cron, ii. 238. 
* + + + « his © Letter to, the People of Scotland, iv. 183. 
+ » + + + his Letter on Fox's India Bill, iv. 270, 272. 
For other matters, see i. 427, ii. 4, 46, 100, 101, 213, 421; 
ili. 315, 371, 387, 391, 439, 441; iv. 164. 
00.0 8 - Johnson's argument in favour of his trying his fortune in 
London iv. 366. 
. Johnson's excellent letter to him on his succeeding to his 
has iv. 164. 
\- + + » Johnson's other letters to him, i. 438; ii. 2, 19, 57, 68, 
103, 135, 141; ii. 200, 204, 265, 267, 268, 270, 27 3» 274, 276» 
278, 281, 282, 283, 288, 292, 293, 296, 298, 301, 303, 318, 
383, 385, 388, 392, 418, 420, 42% 425, 430, 432, 4344 435» 
435; iii. 43, 89, 95, 97, 107, 110, 114, 129, 132, 137, 141, , 
142, 143, 146, 226, 231, 233, 237, 297, 387, 416, 421, 423, 
441, 445, 449, 465, 4743 iv. 73, 157, 161, 240, 251, 250, 
270, 272, 274, 276, 278, 364, 401 Sg. 
+ + + + + letters to Johnson from him, ii. 22, 23, 24, 25, 58, 135» 
137, 140 202, 277, 272, 281, 282, 286, 288, 296, 300, 302, 
316, 391, 415, 4343 iii. 87, 90, 92, 108, 111, 113, 124, 
136, 140, 142, 1449 2253 240, 296, 383, 446, 43%, 43%, 443 


"0 iv. 251. bh 
Fs Mrs. ii. 270, 274; iti. 174, 233, 45. 75 
; Johnson's letters to, iii, 87, 140; iv. 166 ; her answer, 
iv. 168. 
. Dr. his character of Johnon iii. 8. 1 4 
... Thomas David, Esq. iii. 463; iv. 446. RED FX 


Bourchier, Governor, iv. 90. 
Boufflers, Mad. de, 11. 414. 


„ * ugh ad $3 * 


”\ 111. 


Bowles, William, Esq. iv. 244. 
Bowyer, Printer, his life, iv. 39r. 
Boyse, Mr. Samuel, iv. 437- „ = 
Braithwaite, Daniel, Eq. iv. '29 K +5k ef : 
Bribery, ii. 354. {1 
Brocklesby, Dr. his kind attention to 0 Johnson, i iv. 186, 238, 243, ; 
278, 353, 427, 443- 
„ Johnson's letters to, iv. 243, 369, & 17, 
+ rg Mr. Thomas, Johnson English teacher, i. 20. 
Isaac Hawkins, Esq. ii. 345+ 
Dr. John, ii. 127. 
+ + + » Rev. Mr. Robert, of Voecht his coalition of © Ot 
itt. zog. | 
Browne, Sir Thomas, Johnson's Life of, 1. 190. 
Brutes, the hardships suffered by * recompenced by the care of 
man, iii. 50. 
3 . not endued with reason, ii. 249. 
Brutus, a ruffian, 1. 348. | 
Brydone's Tour, iii. 380. | g : | 
Buchan, Earl of, anecdote of, ii. 173. | | 
Buchanan, i. 415 ; ii. 88; iv. 195. , 1 
Budgell, Eustace, iii. 44. ; EIT | 3 
Buffon, "remark on, iii, $5. tn | J | 
'Bunyan's © Pilgrim Progress, ii. 237. 
Burial Service, iv. 221. ; 
Burke, Right Hon. Edmund, ee * to, ; | 
305 ii. 14, 133, 462; iii. 80, 337; 33% 4043 iv. 18, os g | 
177, 290, 318, 333» 436. 
„„ + » his Bon mots, iii. 344. 4 | 
+ + + the Author introduced to him, ii. "_ q 
«© 7 is Leto to the Serif of Brinolcenured by lb. 
. 30d. © | | 
"+ + +» , his Essay on the Sublime,” &c. ii. 83. DEN | 
i far Hog e ryan. eee FEES 
« Kichard, jun. Esq. iv. 227, 228. e | | 
8 Johnson's Life of, i. 125. : | | 
Burnet's History of his own Times, ii. 212. ed 75 4 | 
„ his Life of Rochester, iii. 208. 5 | 4 | 
. iii. 301; iv. 196, 411. ; 1 | 
. eee i. 357, 289 289, 4523 ir. 242, | 
378, "YT 


L 1 
| ; : . 4 


9 * EPP foe wo oo woannsd.+ 


INDEX. 5 473 


Burney, his Anecdotes of Johnson, i. 290 li. 416 iv. 140. | | 
+ +» » Mrs. i. 446; iv. 216, 217. ö 
+ + + » Miss, and her works, iv. 231, 289, 380, 416. 
Burrewes, Rev. Robert, remarks and imitations by, iv. 412. 
Burton's Anatomy of Melancholy, i. 364 fi. 1 16, 455. 
Burton's Books, iv. 268, 
Bute, Earl of, i. 342 ; i. 360, 486; iii. 79; iv. 131, 
+ + « Johnson's letters to, i. 336, 339. | | kj 
Butter, Dr. iii. 2, 168, 1763 Iv. 47. | 
wid Admiral, ii. 124. | 

his epitaph, i. 277. 

Len John, his letter to Mr, Malone. ir. yy 


Ce 


4 
Callimachus, iv. 2. 
Cambridge, Richard Owen, Es. ii. 370; ; iu. 2701 iv. 20. 
„ University, Johnson s visit to, i. 442. 
Camden, Charles, first Lord, iii. 333. 
Cameron, Dr. Archibald, i. 119. | 
Campbell, Hon. Archibald, ii. 215 ; iv. ot. 
| + + ++ Dr. John, i. 355; ii. 519 2143 lit. 263. 
. . his © Political Survey, ii. 460. 
„ Thomas, il. 345, 348. n 
.. Mungo, iii. 204. k 
Candidates at Elections, instructions for them, iii. 50. 
f Canas Melchior, ii. 398. 
| +  Capel's Shakspeare, iv. 5. - 
Careless, Mrs. ii. 473. 
Careless Husband, Comedy of, i. 147. 
| Carleton, Captain, his Memoirs, iv. 342. 
| Carlisle, Earl of, iv. 116, 256. | 2 
q Carter, Mrs. Elizabeth, i. 96, 111, 17t ; it. 182 ; iv. 289. 
| Carthusians, ii. 449.5 | | | 
Cathcart, Lord, iti. 370. 

Catholicks, See Religion. 

Cator,, John, Esq. Johnson's character of 8 and his fine seat, 

iv. 329. 

Castle Extraordinary, iii. 164. | | 8 
Cave, Mr. Edward, Johnson's Life of, i. 220 ; 38. 175; l. 344; 

| iv. 438. | 


Cave, Johnson's letters to him, i. 63, 78, 93, 94, 95, 96, 105, 
110, 112, 1% 12%. -: 

Chamberlayne, Rev. Mr. iv. 302. 

e N Sir Robert, ii. 262, 265. 

. Johnson's letter to him, 1. 237. 

_ £2 . . Sir William, iv. 197.—“ Herock Epistle* to kim * 
proved by Johnson, iv. 115. 

Chapone, Mrs, 1. 171. 

- + - + » Johnson's letter to, iv. 257. 


7 
i 
| 


Charade, Johnson's on Dr. Bernard, Lord — of Limerick, iv. 
203. 
Charlemont, Earl of, i iv. 83. 


Charles I. ii. 375. 5 
Charles II. 1.50 J Johnson's opinion of. 


Charles V. iii. 267. 

Chastity, ii. 469. See Marriage. 

Chatham, Earl of, iv. 332. 

Chatterton's poems, iii. 47, 49 

Chesterfield, Lord, i. 154, 220, Jane 229; it. 210, 336 3 iii. 37%, 
412 3 iv. 184, 347- 

+ + + + » + his Letters, i. 230; ii. 336. 

» + + + might be made a very pretty book, iii. 50. 

- + » + » « Johnson's severe letter to him, i. 225. 

Cheyne's © English Malady,” ili. 26, 88. 

Cheynel, Johnson's Life of, i. 197. 

Children, i. 22, 408; ii. 92; iii. 28, 139. See Edacation, 

. . always cruel, i. 394. 

e Hon. Mrs. iii. 281, 340. 

„ George James, Esq. iv. 360. 95 | 

ch. Rav. Mr, his solution of a a fact at St. Kilda, 

ii. 51. 

Christian religion, evidence of, i. 3575 386, 420; iii. 204, 338. 

Churchill's poetry, 1. 276. 

Churton, Rev. Mr. Ralph, his 2 1 ir. 222, 315. 

Chymistry, iv. 246. 

Cibber, Colley, i. 121, 147, 361; ii. 85, 346; is 7% 1993 iv. 
252. See George II. 

+ +» +» + Theophilus, his © Lives of the Poets, i. 1 58; iii. 29, 30g 31. 

Clarendon, Lord, continuation of his Hie ii. 437» ; 

» +. +» » his style, iii. 278. 

+ +» » + « Commendation of, i. 357; it. 97. 


RP 


ne Eft Ea 


INDEX, | 475 


Claret, its inefficacy as wine, iii. 405. 
Clarke, Dr. his works, iv. 444, 445- 
* + + + Richard, Esq. iv. 269. 
© Cleone,” Dodsley's, i. 288; iv. 19. 
Cleonice, Hoole's, ii. 295. | 
Clergy, the, ii. 119, 170, 241, &c. ; iii. 150, 325, 335; iv. 91, 
195. 
- - . advice to a young clergyman, iii. 468. 
Clerk, Sir P. J. iv. 84. 
Climate, contributes little to happiness, ii. 192. 
Clive, Lord, iii. 427. 
... Mrs. the Actress, iv. 7, 252. 
Club, Essex-head, iv. 264. 
.. Eumelian, iv. 422. 
. «. Literary, See L. 
Coachmaker's-hall Debating Society, iv. 98. 
Cobb, Mrs. iii. 439. | 
Cock-lane Ghost, i. 365; iti. 286. | 


Colchester, i. 422. 


Collections in writing, their use, ii. 34. 
College tutor, an old one's advice to one of his pupils relative 
Composixion, it, 236. 


Collins, the poet, i. 342. 


Colman, George, Esq. ii u. 326, 342 i, 99 ; iv. 
+ + + « his © Letter from Lexiphanes, iv. 414. 
Combabus, ili. 258. 

Commandment, the ninth, i. 141. 
Condescension, iii. 2. 

Confession, auricular, ii, 98; ili. 58. 

Conge delire, iv. 338. 

Congreve, his works, ii. 81, 88; iii. 203. 

+ + + + « Johnson's Life of, iv. 56. | 

+ + + + + Rev. Mr. i. 21; ii. 473, 488. 

: C the, i. 378. 

O'Connor, Charles, ok his © Account of . i. 283; iii. 118. 
Const, Francis, Esq. iii. 15. 


Controversial writings, ii. 436; iii. 10. 


Convents, ii. 8. . 
Conversation, ii. 260, 457, 462 ; i. 53, 201, 362; iv. 193, 
194, 195, 196, 245. , 


ans _. INDEE. — 


Conversation, solid, disagreeable to men of moderate capacity, be- 
cause they are left out of company by it, iii. 53. 

Converts, ii. 99. 

Cook, Captain, iii. 8. | 

Cooper, John Gilbert, Esq. it. 7 ui. 163; ir. 4. 

Convocation, the, of the Clergy, i. 420. 

Coriat, Tom, ii. 172. 

Cork and Orrery, John, Earl of, ii. 125 ; Ul. 198, 259, 270, 3353 
iv. 16, 184. 

Corn-laws of Ireland, it. 125. 

Corsican language, it. 9, 67, 68 ; il. 76. 

Cotterell's, Misses, 1. 209. 8 

Country Gentlemen, ii. 190. | 

c Mo We their wives 'to 
acquire topicks of conversation, iii. 194. 

Country life, iii. 273. . 

Courtship of great men, how far allowable, ii. 8; ii. 205. 

Courtenay, John, Esq. his poem on Johnson's charagonr, i. 38, 150, 
278, 305 ; Ul. 269; iv. 407. 

Coverley, Sir Roger de, ii. 376. 


Cowley, Johnson's Life of, iii. 28; iv. 37. f 
Coxeter, Mr. Thomas, his great collection of English Poetry, 
Hi. 172. 


Crabbe, Rev. Mr. his Village, i iv. 185. 

Cradock, Joseph, Esq. iii. 39. 

Craven, Lady, (now Margravine of Anspach,) iii. 22. 

Croft, Rev. Herbert, iv. 31 3, 324. 

.. + + his © Life of Young,” iv. 59. 

Cromwell, the Chon Johnson's design of writing his life, iv. 
244. 

Crosbie, Sir Andrew, i ii. 381. 

Crouch, Mrs. iv. 234. 


Crousax, i. 111, 129. 


Cruikshank, Mr. Johnson's letter to, iv. 386, 427. 


Cullen, Dr. iv. 276. 


Cumberland, Richard, Esg. iii. 42; iv. 4 0 t. 
Curates, the question of raising their salaries discussed, iii. 150. 


1 


— — oe — ea 


* = * . — — — o wore tera ler wr ww warp uy 
= 


INDEX. 477 


- D. 


Dplrymple, Sir John, his memoirs, ii, 209. 

Sir David, See Hailes, Lord. 

Dalzel, Mr. (Professor of Greek at Edinburgh,) iv. 11. 

Dartincuf, ii. 460. 

Davies, Mr. Thomas, character and anecdotes of, i. 349, 3503 ii. 
5 63, 86, 273, 350, 356; iii. 36, 243, 2683 iv. 8, 239. 

Johnson's kind letters to, iv. 239, 387. 
.. + his © Menfoirs of Garrick, iii. 465. 

Dawkins, - „Esq. the traveller, iv. 130. 

Deane's Future Life of Brutes, ii. 53. 

Death, reflections on, i. 299 ; ii. 99, 100; iii. 315, 3343 iv. 292. 
294, 313. See Jobnton. 

Debts, contracting them, the Source of much evil and calamity, iv. 

161, 165. 

Dedications, Prefaces, Introductions, &c. by Johnson, and remarks 
on, i. 132, 147, 154, 161, 220, 279, 30%, 326, 327, 342 3 
ii. 1, 26, 455 203, 223, 296; ili. 112, 119, 1213 iv. 408. 

Defoe, Daniel, iii. 286. 

Delaney's Observations on Swiſt.“ ill. 270. 

Dempster, George, Esq. i. 367, 392, 394; ii. 310. 

Dennis, John, his critical works worth collecting, iii. 39. 

Derby, some particulars as to, iii. 177. 


Derrick, Samuel, Esq. i. 34% 353» 410, 411 ; Ul. 397 ; iv. 207, 


239. 
Desmoulins, Mrs. i. 40, 204; iii. 242. 
De vaynes, John, Esq. iv. 287. 


Devil, the first Whig, iii. 347 ; his 4 upon the ch o 


men, iv. 305%. 

Devonshire, Duke of, ili. 202, 403. 
+ + + + » Duchess of, iv. 374. 
Diamond, Mr. 1. 203. | 
Dibden, Mr. ii. 104. 

Dick, Sir Alexander, letters of, iii. 105, 138; iv. 273. 
Johnson's praise of his liberality as a Scotsman, iii. 138. 
Dinky of the English Language, Johnson's, 4. 153, 1545 155, 

156, 157, 344, 400, Kc.; ii. 152, 203, 204; ii. 122, 431 3 
I 4 
. + + + + + first published, i, 258. 


+ + + + + » epitome of, i. 270. 
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Dictionary of the English Language, Gartick's epigram on, 1. 265. 
8 Mr. Harris of Salisbury s praise of, iii. 122. 
Dilly, Messrs. iti. 65, 116 ; iv. 121, 136. 

+ Johnson's letters to, iii. 135, 421; iv. 268. ; 
Diomed, his father's noble exhortation to him in the Tliad, ii. 125. | 
Dodd, Rev. Dr. iii. 128, 152, 153, 154, 167, 180, 181, 289, 301. 
. » Johnson's assistance to him, iii. 153, 157. 
mug” - Johnson's letters to him, iii. 158, 161. 

Dodaley, Robert, i. 97s 228 ; it. 460; ii. 36; iv. 19. 
Dogs, do not compare, ii. 88. 
Dominicetti's baths, ii. 91. 
Dosie, Mr. iv. 10. 
Douglas, Rev. Dr. (Bishop of ahb) i. 5 1975 2245 "266; 
ii. 62 iv. 291. 
Douglas caude, ii. 50, 229. 
Drake, Sir Francis, Johnson's Life of, 1 120, 121. 
Draughts, game of, i. 279. 5 
Dreams, iv. 5. 
Drummond, Mr. William, RF to, ii. 28, 31, 32. 
„„ » Mts ihe DO 
Drunkenness, See Niue. | 2 
Dryden, Johnson's Life of, I. 169; iii. 72, 371 3 iv. 37, 43. 
- + + compared with Pope, it. 4, $0. | 
- + + + » his description of life, iv. 319. | 
+ + + + + his character at Will's Coffee-house, iii. 73. 
. his lines on Royal patronage, ii. 222. 
his Prologues, ii. 333. 
Duelling; it. 176, 225 iv. 220. 
Du Halde's © Account of China, ii. 38. 
Dunbar, Dr. iii. 466. 
Dunciad, Pope's, written primarily for fame, ii. 342. 
Duncombe, Mr. iii. 335. -% 
- Dundas, Right Hon. Henry, iii. 231. 
Dunning, Mr. his high compliment to Johnson, iii. 260. 
Dury, Major-General Alexander, i. 299. 
Dyer's Fleece,“ 11: 465. 
Dyer, Samuel, Exq. i. 434; U. 15; iv. 9. 


\ 
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E. 
Easter, ii. 276. 
Eccles, Rev. Mr. i. 320. 
„Es. i. 381. 
Economy, petty, hardly worth while, iv. 200. | 
Edinburgh Royal Society transactions, absurd criticism on a Jokinen 


in, iv. 24, 25. 


Education, i. 69, 408 413; it. 6, 416, 451 3 ill. 12, 1845 982, 


411 ; iv. 328. 
Edwards's © Canons of Criciciam,! i. 227. 
... + + Rev. Dr. Johnson's letter to, iii. 392. 


+ + + + + Mr, (Johnson's fellow Collegian) anecdotes of, iii. 3233 


Iv. 93. 
Eglintoune, Alexander, Earl of, ii. PR iii. 204. 


Egotism, iii. 186, 345, 450, 451+ 


Eld, Mr. iii. 347. 


Elibank, Francis, Lord, iii. 53. 
Eliot, Mr. of Port Eliot, (now Lord,) iv. 82, 347. 
Ellis, Mr. John, iii. 20. 
Elphinstone, his edition of © The Rambler,” 1. 178. 
6.4, #73 Johnson's letters to him, i i. 179, 181. 
Elwal, the enthusiast, ii. 161, 252. 
Emigration, iii. 251. 
Emmet, Mrs. the Actress, ii. 478. 
Entalls, ii. 421, 431, 443, 444 447+ 

Johnson's letters on, ii. 424, 425, 430 432, 434. 
Envy, ii. 43, 261; il. 331. 
Epilogue to © The Distressed Mother, i. 32. 


Episcopacy, 1 ili, 397. See Bisbop:. 


* Epitaphs, ii. 416; iv. 221, 420. 


- + + + + Exsay on, i. 120. 


Erskine, Hon. Thomas, ii. 171, &c. 


. Hon. Andrew, both a good poet and a good eritick; 


iii. 164. 


Essex Head Club; See Club. 


Eugenio, a poem, 11. 238. 

Eumelian Club; See Club, 

European Megnnize, i. 321. 

Excise, Johnson's definition of, i. 262, 
Execution of criminals, iv. 198. 
Exhibition of Paintings, i. 324. 


® „ „„ 


F. 
Fable, Sketch of one, by Johnson, ii. 231. 
Falconer, Rev. Bishop, iii. 3979. 
False alarm; See Johnson's Political Pamphlets. 
Ante i i. 129, 130, 144. 
Fame, 1. 407 ; iii. 283. 
Families, old, respect due to them, ii. 150, 262. 
Farmer, Rev. Dr.—Johnson's letters to, ii. 108 ii. 456. 
Farquhar, the poet, iv. 7. 
Favours, unreasonable, i. 329. | 
Females, $uccession of, See Entail ; ana Systeme 
Ferguson, Sir Adam, ii. 166. 
- +» + + +» the Astronomer, ii. 91. | | 
Feudal System, ii. 174, 201, 262, 427. 442: iii. 281. See Entail. 
Fielding compared with Richardson, ji. 48. q 
RO his works, ii. 171; iii. 42, 
Fingal, See Oran, 
Firzherbert, Mr. iii. 163; iv. 27. 
Flatman's poems, iii. 28. 
Fleet- street, i. 417; ii. 344, 441 ; ; itt, 523. See Landen. 
Fleming, Sir Michael, 1. 417. 
Flexman, Mr. index maker, iv. 340. 
Flint, Bet, iv. 105. | 
Flood, Right Hon. Henry, his bequest to Dublin Univenity, i. 283. 
- + + » his epitaph on Johnson, iv. 453. | 
Floyer, Sir John, i. 19; iv. 280. 
- Fludyer, Rev. Mr. ii. 458. 
Foote, Samuel, anecdotes and character of, ii. 87, 88, 69 100, 
151, 2143 iii. 70, 199, 200, 2833 iv. 232, 290. — 

Foppery, never cured, ii. 124. | 
Forbes, Sir William, iti. $6, 224. | | 
Ford, Parson, i. 25 ; iii. 373. 8 | 
© Fordyce, Dr. James, i. 355; iv. 440. - 
Forster's Voyage to the South Sea, iii. 196. 
Fortune-hunters, ii. 127. | 
Fox, Right Hon. Charles James, | iii. 280; iv. 11 308. 
e Johnson's visit to, ii. 389, 390. 

. his journal there, ii. 395, & 7. 

his opinion of chat country, f ul. 526. 


* 


Future state of man, ii. 158; iii. 216, 309 ; iv. 221, 


Ganganelli's letters, iii. 308. 


INDEX. 481 


Francis's Horace, iii. 390. 

Franklin, Rev. Dr. his n of Lucian's « Den; and 
Dedication to Johnson, iv. 33. 

@ 2995 Benjamin, his definition of man, iii. 264. 

French writers, superficial, and why, i. 409. * 

„. language, Johnson's knowledge of, 77, 413. 

... + their manners and writings, ii. 121; ii. 376; iv. 144 246. 

Frenchmen use big words for little matters, i. 426. 

+ + + + + » in general know no more than women, ii. 274 

» © « + + their literature, iii. 274. 

+ + + + « + gross ill- bred people, | 111.376; iv. 246- 

Frederick III. Johnson's Life of, i. 271. 

Friends, and Friendship, i. 209, 264 ; ii. 178 3 ii. 2 57 412, 448, 
470: iv. 4. 

Friendship, departed, i. 181; iii. 148, 334+ 

* + + + +» +» One of its greatest Pleasures, i it, 605. 


n Ode, i. 131. 
Fullarton, Colonel, iii. 380. 


G. 


Gaming, ii. 172; iii. 23. 


Gardiner, Mrs. i. 208: iv. 255. 

Garrick, David, Esq. anecdotes of, i. 69, 71, 152, 163, 165, 170, 
215, 232, 351, 3523 ii. 66, 75, 85, 225, 230, 232, 233, 333 
477» 478; iii. 49, 70, 71, 277, 278, 282, &c, 315, 4198, 
$524 J Iv. 232. . 

. © „ his Shaksepeare Jubilee, ii. 66. 

0 5 .. Johnson's opinion of him, i. 185, 357, 435 3 fi. 85, 127, 
189, 225, 332, 382, 452, 478; ii. 35, 49, 70, 72, 199, 283, 

333, 412, 413; iv. 4, 16, 253. 

+ + + + + his death, ll, 396. | 

+ + + Peter, Faq. i. 841 H. 3305 476, 480 ; iii. 439. 

54 Iv. 98. 

Gastrel, Mrs. ii. 484 ; iii. 439. 

Gaubius, Professor at Leyden, his criterion of a i. 41. 

General Warrants, ii. 69. 

Gay, the Orpheus of highwaymen, i it, 372- 

Gentilbamme et toujours Gentil bomme, i. 447. 

Gentility, i. 446 ; ii. 347, 384; iü. 210. 
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482 „ INDEX. 

Gentility, more yirtues among the higher classes than among those 
of inferior ranks, iii. 377. | 

Gentleman's Magazine, i. 85, 86, &c. 

Gentlewoman, one born so always distinguishable, ii. 126. 

George 1. (King,) ii. 348. 

„„ „ I 120, 172 3 il. 348. * 

„III. his accession mau. i. 313, 324, 342; ii. 5 
iii. 460. 

+ + + +» + Johnson's interview with, ii. 35. 

Ghosts, i. 364, 365, 366, 367; ii. 161, 175, 1793 iii. 250, 318, 
373, 420 3 iv. 96. 

Gibbon, Edward, Esq. ii. 65, 354, 371, 461 ; iii. 264 ; iv. 76. 

* + + + + his imitation of Johnson's style, iv. 416. 

Gillespie, Dr. consulted on Dr. Johnson's case, iv. 273. 

. + + + + Johnson's praise of his opinion, iv. 274. 

Gisborne, Dr. his anecdote of Mr. Fitzherbert, ii. 163. 

Glow worm, Johnson's fable of, ii. 230. 

5 his Latin poem on, ii. 55. 

W einne 

Goldsmith, Dr. Oliver, chaneur ef 1 i. 567 370, 2 beg. 

* + + + ++» anecdotes of, i. 183, 372, 373; ü. 43, 79, 178, 179, 


184, 192, 205, 208, 213, 214, 217, 222, 222, 2294 230, 


231, 234, 235, 255z 257 258, 259, 261; iii. 36; iv. 9, 26, 
178, 184. 
— his death, ii. 284, 285. 
- » + + + « Johnson's epitaphs on him, iii. 82, 83, 85. 
+ - + + » + his ben mots on Johnson, ii. 64, 230, 232; iv. 116, 
288, 289. | 
« + + + + *. Johnson's opinions of him and his works, i. 367; ii. 48, 
163, 178, 184, 192, 209, 364; iii. 36, 181, 266, 272, 273, 
290, 332, 342, 401; iv. 21, 29. 
Good- breeding, perfect 1 in what it consists, ii. 78. 
Good Friday, ii. 359, 362 3 iii. 335. 
Gordon, Lord George, iii. 457; iv. go. 
Gower, Earl, his letter to Swift, in favour of * i. 104. 
Graham, Lord, iii. 409 ; iv. 111. 
- + + + + the beautiful Miss, : 
Grainger, Dr. his Sugar Cane,“ ii, 465. 
« + + + « « his Ode on Sqlitudez iii. 313. 
Grammar school, Johnson's plan of, i. 71. 
Granger, Rev. Mr, his © Biographical Dictionary, iii. 94- 
3 
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Granville, Lord, anecdote of, iv. 11. 
Grattan, Henry, Esq. his oratory censured, iv. 332. x 
Gray's poetry, 1.3613 li. 161, 33% 342 3 ut, 31, 37 3 iv. 12. 
Dr. i. 470. 
G men not fond of Johnsons company, and why, i iv. tf 
Greek, Johnson's knowledge of, iv. 41 I, 
Green, Mr. Richard, of Litchfield, his museum, ii. 479.3 ii. 439. 
- + + + letter from Johnson to him, iv. 420. 
Greenwich Hospital, i. 415. 
Grenville, Right Hon. George, ii. r 30. 
Greville, Fulke, Esq. his Maxims, iv. 320. 
Grierson, Mr. ii. 111. 
De Groot, a descendent of Grotius, i ill. 134. 
Grotius, i L 410; ili. 134. FM 
Grove, Rev. Mr. iii. 32 ; iv. 31. 
Guardian to children, instructions relative to the appointment of, : 
iii. 426, 
Guthrie, William, Esg. i. 89 ; ii, 52; ir. 29. 
Gwyn, Mr. the architect, ii, 453. 


H. 

Habeas Corpus, ii. 70. 

Habits, early, not conquerable without e exonins, ll. 372. 

Hackman, Rev.. Mr. iii iti, 409. 

Hailes, Lord, his and Johnson's opinion of each other, i. 390, 407 
ii. 425. 

» + + + his © Annals. of Scotland, ii. 281, 283, 287, 289, 299, 
341 385, 387, 388, 391, 419» 420, 433 3 lit. 54, 129, 3844 
39% 431. f 

»- + + + his opinion on entails, ii. 429. 

Hale, Lord Chief Justice, anecdote of, iv. 326. 

Hales, venerable John, his works, iv. 331. 

Hall, General, iii. 386. 

.. . Mrs. iv. 95. ä 

Hamilton, Right Hon. William Gerard, i. 444; iv. 449+ 

+ + + + + + his kindness to Johnson, iv. 255. 

„ Johnson's Letters to, iv. 255, 384. 

Hamilton's Poems, iii. 164. 

Hammond, author of the Elegies, iv. 16, 

Hanway, Jonas, i. 2723 ii. 118, 

rg 1. 71 mY 50, 3103 See Life. 
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Happiness, may be obtained if we apply our hearts to piety, i. 164. 
'. + + + » +» the reasonable hope of a happy futurity, the only ſolid 
basis of happiness, 1 iii. 388. 
Harleian miscellany, i. 147. | 
Harrington, Dr. his © Ng Antique,” iv. 189. | 
Harris, James, Esq. of Salisbury, ii. 224 ; iii. 122, 264, 277- 
« + + Thomas, Exq. Proprietor of Covent Garden Theatre, iii. 121. 
Harte's History of Gustavus Adolphus,” ii. 116; iv. 82. DE 
Harwood, Rev. Dr. iii. 37. | 
Hastie, See School master. | 
Hastings, Warren, Esq. character of, iv. 66. 
* + + + + 'his letter to the author, iv. 67. 
+ » + + « Johnson's letter to, iv. 69, 73. 
Hawkesbury, Lord, Johnson's letters to, iii. 158. 
- + + + + his Lordship's high opinion of Johnson, iii. 160. 
Hawkesworth, Dr. i. 166. 
1 „ his © 444 hf ii. 248. 
b Sir John, i. 160. 
- + - - remarks on his Life of Johmon, i. 2, 172. 
- « + + + contradicted and corrected, i. 985 115, 136, 172; 176, 
199, 201, 206, 253, 273, 300, 373; ii. 33, 464 ; Iv. 343, 


| 392, 393, 394, 423, 428, 435. 
... + » Rev, Mr. Poetry Profeſſor at Oxford, iii. 279. 


„ Johnson's s first instructor in a i. 20. 
Hay, Lord Charles. iii. 9. 
Heard, the word how to be pronounced, ili. 2 3. 
Heberden, Dr. iv. 239 &c. 427. 
Hebrides, Johnson's visit to, i, 406; ii. 51, 126 146, 263 268. 
| » +» + 4. + Johnson's Tour to them, ii. 269. 
+ AN the pleazantest journey he ever made, iii. 96. | 
493 . Johnson's * Account of hie Journey, ii. 296 308, 316, 
369; iii. 105, 106, 150, 188, 322, 348. 
Hector, Mr. Edmund, i. 22, 31, 64, 131, 1373 ut, 458, 470; ir. 
142, 285, 397. 3 
. 155, 401. ; 
Verses on a eig of Myrtle, written by lone ſor him, 
. 64. 
Heely, Mr. and Mrs. ii. 32; iv. 392, 393. 
Helmet, hung out formerly, as a sign of RR iv. 768. 
Henderson, Mr. John, iv. 301, 313. 
+ + » » the Actor, ii. 333, .; iv. 252. | 
Henry, the Historian, ny Gat himself to the wy of 


manners, itt. 350. 
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© Hermippus Rediviuus, Campbell's, i. 375. 
Hervey, Hon. Henry, i. 77. 
+ + + + Hon. Thomas, ii. 34, 347- 
Hickay, Mr. the Printer, ii. 346, 347. 
Highwaymen, the question of shooting them discussed, iii. 260. 
Hill, Aaron, Esq. his account of * Irene, i. 167. 
Dr. John, his works, ii. 40. 
Mn and Historians, i. 383; ii. 75, 191, 219, 235, 371 3 iii. 
I 0 356. 
5 great abilities not requisite for writ: ng it, i. 392. 
.. + + of Manchester, „ most part a dream, 
iii. 356. See Henry. 
5 06-0: of the House of Yvery praized, iv. 205. 0 
Hogarth, 1, 118, | 
— Holydays, ii. 472. + r 
. none observed in Scotland, 10. 8 ö a 
Hollis Mr. Thomas, iv. 100. 
Home, Mr. John, his Parody on Derick, i. 420. | 
- + + + his proposed History of the rising in 1745, ili, 176, 
Homer, Johnson's translations from, i. 29. 
« + + + Critiques on, lit. 209, 353, 355 iv. 73. 
Hoole, John, his Tasso, i. 343, 
„ « + his © Cleonice,* ily 295, 
- «+ + + + » » Johnson's letters to, ii. 295; iv. 377. 
+ » + ++ + « Curious anecdote of, iv. 196. 
8 his attention to Johnson, f iv. 436, 438. 
Hope, life incupportable without, iii. 275. 
Hope, Dr. iv. 276. 
n Johnson's translations from, 1. 28, 29, 30. 
. his Odes cannot be perfectly translated, iii. 380.— The 
2 by Dr. Francis commended. 
Horne, Rev. Dr. ii. 284, 460; iv. 456. 
Horne Tooke, iii. 378. | 1 
Hospitality, iv. 17, 230. | \ 
« » + + + + promiscuous, dogs not procure lasting regard, ii. 164. 
5 in London, ii, 221, 
Houghton Gallery, iv. 349- 
House of Commons, iii. 435 ; iv. 77s 106. 
.. Peers, iii. 369. 
Howard, General, Sir George, ii. 380. 
Hydibrus, ii. 375 ; Ul, 37. 


* 
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Huggins, Mr. iv. 6, 

—— David, Esq. his style, i. 396. 
his Scepticism, i. 401, wy ii. Ts 456; iii. 160, 
. his Life, iii. 127. | 
his disbelief of a future state, ii. 99. 

Aba Ozias, Esq. im 182, 283. 

Hane, Mr. Johnson's school. master, i. 20. 
. Mins, iv. 193 ©: 

Hurd, Dr. (Bishop of day ne i. 56. ii, TY 745 _ ; Iv, 198, 

305. 
Hussey, Rev. Mr. John, iii. 394. 
Rev. Dr. Thomas, iv. ap 

Harte, Mr. r. FI 

Hutton's © History of Derby, iii. 0 

Hy pocondria, i i. 40. 


— 


I, and}. - 


Jacobite; Johnson's ingenions defence of that character, i. EY 
Jackson, Mr. Johnson's schoolfellow, ii. 476. 

James II. his character, ii. 347. | 
James, Dr. his © Medicinal war] i. 1325 iti. 22. 

. his death, iii. 4. e 
Hi zoth, ii. 149. | r 
Idea, the improper ur of thit weed, n . | 
Idler, Johnson's, i. 292, 293. | | 
Jennyngs, Soame, his © Origin of Evil,“ x: 277. 

5 his © Evidence of the Christian Religion, iii. 300, 310. 
Impressions and internal impulses dangerous and deceitful, iv. 126. 
Incidit in Scyllam, &c. traced to its source, iv. 191, . . 
of the lines quoted from 5 for * * ] 

India, the Government of, iv. 223. 0 
Infidel, an odious character, iii. 52, 1 , 
. - - - writers, how to be treated, ii. 456. 0 h 
Infidelity, ii. 364; i. 52, 128; iv. 307. . 
„„ conjugal, iii. 372, 432, 433. R 
mum i, m3; AS 
Influenza, ii. 420. , 

Inns, ii. 453. 

Inquisition, i, 421, 


Intellectual pre-eminence, the highen apt . 276; ii. 121, 
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Intellectual nature abhors a wvacuun, ii. 136, 
. - « + + men do not like others become narrow in a narrow 
place, iii. 266. 
N Michael, (Dr. Johnson's father, i i; 12, & eg. 
his death, i. 52. 
8 Dr. Samort, his birth, i. 11. 
„ touched by Queen Anne for the evil, i. 19. 
goes to school at Lichfield, i. 19—at Stourbridge, i. 25. 
„ enters at Pembroke College, Oxon, i. 3 s Leaves it, 


„ —— usher of Market- Bosworth School, i. 56. See 
iv. 436. 

... + « removes to Birmingham, i. 57. 

3 ys 2 

+ + + + opens an Academy at Edial, i. 69. 

.s goes to London with Garrick, i. 74. 


„ . Magazine," i. 36, &c. See 


Iv. 437+ 

- - + + + endeavours to obtain the degree of A. M. to get a School, 
i. 102, 103. 

6 his digtrexed circumstances, and lll piety, i. 1 34 136; 
i. 3. 

.. + loses his wiſe, i. 201. 

KEEL his grief, i. 205, 241, 264; ü. - 4003 iii. 377 448: iv, 
367. 

ns” ttt | 

- + + + visits Oxford, i. 232; and again, i. 308; ii. 452 ; iv. 

297. 398. 

„ 3% e dis deb f N. M. from that University. i. 243. 

„„ his letters on chat occurrence, i. 243, &c.— The * 
b * 

a . declines taking holy orders, i. 282. 

A IO . . loves his motkivry i i. 299. 

- + + + » obtains a pension of C. 300, i. LET 41 7565 
iv. 333. 

3 Cambridge, i 1. 442. 

- + + cteated LL. D. by Trinity College, Dan i 445. 

Co «SO EE EWs by Oxford University, ii. 337, 338, 3 330 
"$40 | | . 

6 his interview with the King, ii. 35. 

- + + + appointed Professor of ne Literature in NO 


Academy, ii. 55. 
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Jonnson, endeavours to get Eim into "RICE ii. 1 30, & Seq 


BEE | 


.. visits the Hebrides, ii. 268, See et 
Fg „Wales, ii. 286. ' * 


ES France, ii. 389, 390. 


; "bis account of it, ii. 395, 396, 397, &c. 
- - + his various places of residence, iii. 433. 
- + » his long and gradual decline, iv. 235, 237. 
.. + his various disorders, iv. 248, 266, 370, 391. 


*'. + + » medical opinions on his case, iv. 274, 275, 276. 


- + + his proposed tour to Italy for his health, iv. 342, 351 A 


. +.» progress of his dissolution, iv. 421, to the end. 


. his will and codicil, iv. 429, 430, 431 „ 432-—Remarks 


on them, iv. 432, 433, 43+ 
« + + his burning his MSS. iv. 432. 


his MS. account of his own life, iv. 434, 435. 
.. + his death, iv, 445. 17 

his funeral, iv. 448. . 
+ + + his monuments and epitaphs, i iv. 44h, 4 452, 453. 
His Character and Manners, 


» » + + bis peculiarities of person nd manners, k, 18, 6 67, 70, 


Us 118, 119, 212, 214, 355» 4393 It. 337, 4153 its 69, 
381; iv. 193. | 
s > X his attention to Small e i. 200, 421 3 Ill. 357; iv. 


340. 


"dis ation, 1. 363; iv. 20. 


re | 
, + + by what means he attained. his en rr and 


: flow of language, i i. 172. 


+ + |» his visit to his native town, where he Gd ing rnd, 


J. 331. 


2 * . 2 „ * - 


- +'+ + his library, i. 393. 


» + his love for the acquaintance of young petsons, i. 402. 
.. + his observing of certain days, i. 47. 
5 id , his cuxcom of talking to himself, i. 438. \ | 

« + + his watch i inscription, ii. 56. | 

« + » his amusements in his solitary hours, iii. 424. 


. + his company 40ught by few of the Great, iv, 118. 585 


- - 4 general traits of his character and mode of living, i. 29, 
- 66, 75» 357» 417 5 ü. 13, Is 138, 264, 295, 3063 il. 7, 


100, 176, 205, 33¹5 3543 iv, 12, 20s: 57 113, 39% 2444 
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Jonxsox, his instructions for study, iii. 209. 


* 


* 


« » +» + his early acquisition of general knowledge, i i. 402. 

.. + + his manner of composing his Poetical Works, ii. 13. 

» + + + his © Rambler,” iii. 41. 

» + + + his censure of one of his © Ramblets, iv. 4. 

_ at a late period of life could have made his © Ramblers 

better, iv. 325. ; 

- + » his other works, iii. 62, » 

> 2:19 neyer looked at his © Rasselas Since it was firet publiched, 
iv. 121. 

... . Wrote six sheets of translation from the French in one 

1 iv. 171. 

+ » + » his own remarks on, and r v indication of his mm 

Ul, » OP 189. 
his superlative power of wit, ii. 230. | 

. + + his early, long, habitual, and systematick piety, i. 14, 42, 

2215, wo 42; it. 44, 65, 105, 138, 187, 212, 294, 363, 
365 3 Ul. 91, 100, 101, 102, 267, 334, 407, 4283 iv. 6, 
— 303, 392, 425, 43, 445. 

+ + '» » his independence, 1. 400. 

+ + + + his superstition, r. 439; ui. 399. 

» + + + his awful fear. of death, ii. 86, 99, 120, 306 z iii. 86, 
167, 3153 Iv. 284, 294, 313, 422. 

. . his general tenderness of nature, humanity, and affability, 
72 54, 203, 226, 240, 255, 251, 261, 368, 375, 406; ii. 32, 
44, 64, 102, 286, 310, 331, 476; iii. $1, 82, 139, 136, 198, 
242, 328; Iv. 125, 138, 190, 196, 285, 297, 337, 359, 420. 

« «+ + +» his warm and sometimes violent manner, i. 210; ii. 76, 

100, 118; iii, 23, 200, 292, 311, 336, 360, 3685 410; ir. 
113, 181, 288, 349. 

+ +,» his placability, ii. 103; lit, 292. 

... + his charity, ii, 114. 

- + + his occasional jocularity, i. 170, 236, 365, 3853 i 

7% 92, 263, 368, 383, 467, 478; iii. 166, 171, 40); iv. 

25, 83. | ; 

—_ his invariable regard to truth, i. 123, 218, 314, 3933 ii. 
247, 448 3 iii, 248, 262, 314; iv. 48, 320. 

+ + + + his love of little children, iv. 204. 

+ «+ + + his kindness to his servants, 16. 

 « «« his fondnew for aninals which he had taken ynder his 

protection, 16, 

» + + his bow to an Archbishop, iv, 206, 
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490 INDEX. 
Jouxsox, his engaging to write the history of the Author's family, 


ib. 

« « . + his respect to birth and family, 3 i. 115, 212, 126, 404; 
ii. 150, 174, 262, 335 ;, WM. 3773 iv. 168. 

.. . . + his love of good eating, i. 423; ili. 69, 201, 306; iv. 
SEEM 

4 . his political character and opinions, i. 15, 273, 382, 389; 
U, . 112, 116, 122, 155, 167, 192, 218, 325, 326,335, 359. 
360, 374 3 Wl. 4, 44, 169, 222, 303, 336, 347» No: ; Iv. 85, 
120, 146, 175. 4 

+ + + + + pamphlets, i. 115, 116; il. 105, 106, 129, 130, 143, 

290, 320, 324- 
* Bis other works, ire their di ferent titles, and wee iv. 438. | 

© his general character summed up by the Author, f Iv. 454- 

» + +» + + Catalogue of his works, 1. x. 

+ + +. + catalogue of works proposed to be executed by him, iv. 

| 405, 405, 407, &c. See iv. 244, 439. 

« + + stories to his prejudice refuted, iii. 210; iv. 177, 178. 
See Hawkins and Pioxxi. | 

. + » + + Yarious portraits of him, iv. 450, 451. 

Johnsonĩana, collection so called, ii. 447. 

Johnston, Sir James, iv. 296. 

Jones, Miss, 1. 285. 

Sir William, ii. 121; ui. 411. 

Jorden Mr. i. 36, 37+ | 

Journal, or diary of life, its utility, i i."298, 391 ; ul. 215, 364 ; iii. 
185, 235, 236, 2473 280 ; iv. 186. | 

Ireland, and the Irish, i. 283; ii. 240, 315 ; ut. 437+, | 

Irishmen mix better with English than the Scots do, ii. 240. 

Irish clergy, considerable scholars among them, 11. 128. | 

* + + + their disregard of quantity, ii. 128. 

c lens? Johnson's tragedy of, i. 73 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83. 3% 
124, 125. 

"+ + # & BR. 6 Rs 167, 168, 169. 

Islam, a description of, ili. 23. 

Judges, ii. 349 350. 

Junius, ii. 130; iii. 402 3 iv. 321. 

Juries, iii. 15. 


Justitia * an inquar punishment, iii, N. 


2 x 


1 


SoC ee F 


King Charles I. II. James II. George I. n. III. ad WER. 


Landlords and tenant, ii. 953 m. 269 iv. 174. 
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K. | 
Kames, Lord, ii. 199. KL, ' UG. » 
»* » + + his work, ii. 83; tit. 267, 16 ww” | 
Kelly, Hugh, Johnson's prologue to his 0 "wy to _s Win, wm ui, 
121. wins 
. '« curious anecdote of, i. 437+ 
Kemble, J. P. Esq. iv. 252. 
Kempis, Thomas 4, iii. 306. 
Ken, Bishop, iv. 306. n 
Kennedy, Rev. Dr. his Astronomical | Chronology; i. wm" 45 
M. D. a Tragedy by, iii. ne. 
Kean Mrs. iv. 300, 303. 
„„ Rev. Dr. ii. 123. 
Kenrick, Dr. i. 450; ii, 60. 
Killaloe, Bishop of, See Barnard. | | 
Killingley, Mrs. het curious address to the Author, 11. $24 © ©, 
Kindness, actual, always in our power, though RAGE — ul. 
278, | 
King, Rev. Dr. of St. Mary Hall, i. 244 2475 309. 
230 dissenting Minister,) iii. 309. 


"I. 
RS 


See their respective initials. 
Kings, their situations, i, 382, 398; it; Y 375. 
Kippis, Dr. iii. 190. | 
Kneller, Sir Godfrey, anecdote of, iii. 256. 
Knowledge, ii. 168, 185, 218, 363, 376; ni. 34; iv; 226. 
- + + + + + the desire oh, natural to man, i. 413. 


KK A 


363, 452. : N 1 
Knowles, Mrs. iii. 30s, 318, 319, 320. t 
Knox, Mr. the traveller, ii. 311. 
+. + + . Rev. Vieessimus, iv. 345. 
+ + « his imitation of Johnson's style, iv. TY 
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Langton, Bennet, Esq. i. 211, 282, 292, 297, 432 5 i. 1851 kit, 9 


175 280, 385, 3863 iv. 294 435» f 5 & | 


Langton, Bennet, Esq. Johnson's letters to, i. 254, 287, 297, 299, 
3163 ü. 13, 15, 45 46, 130, 142, 285, 367; iii. 133» 390 3 
iv. 250, 279, 368, 381, 

+ + + + + his Johnsoniana, iv. 1—32. TOS 

» + + Miss Jane, Johnson's letter to, iv. 285. 

« + + + » Peregrine,  Esq, account h. adorable and gente! 
economy” ii. 16, 17s 18. 

Languages, i. 431; ii. 28, 76, 153, 186; lit. 285; iv. 3315 
332. | 

 LEansdown, Marquis of, i. 296; iv. 200. ; 

Latin, Johnson's accurate knowledge of, ii. 41 Fe 

+ + + Poetry, modern, ü. 3764 | | 

La Trobe, Rev. Mr. iv. 440. 

Lauder, his forgery against Milton, i. 107. 198, ge. 

Law, Johnson's intention of study ing, i. 444. 

+ + » his instructor in Mr. Ballow, author of the Treatise an Equity, 

iii. 22. 

n his opinion as to the study and practice of, ii. 8, 21, 47, 118, 

192, Ke. ; ii. 218 3 ii, 195; iv. 325, | 

Law—arguments on several cases, viz. 

22220 Schoalmasters and their duty, i ii. 180, 1875 182, 183. 

- + vicious intromission, iii. 105. | 

rights of lay patrons,' ii. 250. 

- + « Dr. Memis's case, ii. 377. 5 

. » Stirling Corporation's cave, ü. 379. 

.. + entails, ii. 444. 

+ + + liberty of the Pulpit, iii. 55, 93. 


. 


. registration of Deeds, iv. 77. 

case of the Procurators of n ir. r 
Law, Archdeacon, {now Biahop ef Elphin,) iii. 444. We 
Law's Serious Call,“ i. 43; ii. 118. i 
Lawrence, Dr. i. 54; iv. 151. | 
« + + + + « letters to, ii. 303; ii. 44% 
Lea, Rev. Mr. i. 25. | 
Learning, i. 413; ll, 185, | 
Lectures, their inutility, ii. 6 ; iv. 95. 
Lee, Arthur, Esq, iii. 69. 
Leeds, Duke of, iv. 12, 13. _ 
Leland, Rev. Dr. Thomas, i. 443. 
Lenox, reren 
Ledleys TR iv. A 885 3 
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Leverian Museum, iv. 349. 
Levett, Mr. Robert, i. 208, 211, 3933 ii. 286, 389 ii. 943 iv. 
242. | 


+ + +» » Johngor's letters to, ii, 286, 389; iii. 94. | 


„ his death, iv. 144. | 
. Jolmson's lines on him, iv. 144. 
"Ut F. i. 194. 
« + « « Mr. (Usber of Westminster School,) his lines to * iv. 
322. | 


Lexiphanes, ii. 45. 


+ + + + + +» letter from, iv. 414. 


Libels on the Dead, and the general doctrine of, ili. 14. Se# 


Topham's case. 


| Libel Bill, the late, superfluous, i. 16. 


Liberty, political and private, ii. 59. 

+ + + + Subordination and order necessary to the enjoyment ark 
liberty, iii. 408. 

Liberty and necessity of the Will, ii. 77, 97; ith, 311, 312; iv. 


73. 


Lichfield, remarks on, ii. 4775 478. 


* + + + « Johnson's last visit to, iv. 395. | 

Liddel, Sir Henry, his spirited expedition to Lapland, U. 165. 

Life, reflections on, ii. 120, 125, 224; iii. 50, 54, 178, 215 ; iv. 
315, 344» 


. Should be thrown into a | method that every hour may bring | 


| employment, iii. 96. 
Line, the improper use of that word, iii. 213 ; iv. 184. 


Lirzzazy CLus, i. 433; ii. 326; iii. 123, 301; iv. 341. 
Literary frauds, i. 2175 219,—Instances of, k 320; IV. 437. 

property, i. 394, 395 ; ii. 260, 275, 3513 Iv, 408. | 
Literature, state of, i. 270. 


Lives of the English Poets, Johnson's, iii. 113, 115, 116, 117, 


149. 
— « + published, iii. 396; iv. 33, 163. 
+++ +++ + + eritique on, and account of, iv. 36, 

65. See iv. 300. * 1 
Lloyd, Mr. (the Quaker, ) ii. 471. 

Lobo's Abyssinia, i. 58; li. 7. 
Lock, William, Esq (of Norbury Park,) iv. 42. 
Locke, his plan of Education inperfect, iti. 382. 


| Lockman, Mr. John, iv, 5. 
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„ Luke's :iron crown.“ See Zeck. 
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Loft, Capel, Eq. iv. 292. 


Lombe's silk mill, iii. 178. 
London, its immensity, i. 380; ii. 362 ; iv. 209. 
* » » » its superiority over the country, ii. 71, 115, 120; li, 
"08 273, 403, 4043 iv. 353. 
. Johnson's and the Author's love of, i. 282; ii, 278, 416 3 
iii. 6, 192; iv. 377» 397. 

art of living in, i. 76. 
+ +» + » Johnson's poem of, i. 90, 91, 97, 98, — 162. 
Chronicle, i. 280; ii. 96. 
Long, Dudley, Esq. See North, | 
Longley, Mr. of Rochester, iv. 8. . 
Lorty Rev. Dr. iv. 306. 
Loudown, Countess of, iii. 391. 
Lovat, Lord, anecdotes of, and epigtam on, * 188, 
Love, ii. 118, 270, 366, 474. See Marriage. 
Loveday, Dr. John, ii. 260; iv. 368. 
Loughborough, Lord, i. 346. 
Lowe, Mr. Mauritius, the Painter, iv, 209, 218, 431. 
Lowth, Robert, Bishop of London, ü. 39. 
Loyalty, iv. 180. 
Lucan, Lord, iv. 89. 
+ + + Lady, iv. 341. 


Lumisden, Andrew, Es. ii. 411. 

Luton Hoe, Lord Bute's seat at, iv. 131. , 

Luxury and extravagance, ii. 166, 226. 42 ; tia 52, 302, 303, 
339, 372 

Lydiat, Thomas, 1. 163. a 

Lyttelton, George, Lord, his works, ii. 2 25 121, 219; ni. 32. 

+ + + + + + Johnson's Life of, iv. 57. 

1 MY Foe + Thomann, Lond, his vision, iv. 313. 


1. 4 
Macar tney, Lord, i, advert. xvii. 376 ; iii, 21, 258, 263 ; iv. 60, 
&c. * 1 
Macauley, Mrs. Jobnson's acute and unanswerable refutatian of 
her levelling reveries; his opinion of her and her works, i. 
404, 442 ; Ui. 2183 iii. 79, 200. 
... » Rev. Mr. Kenneth, his acocuns, of Snjve KB, hots 
148, | N 
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INDEX, 

Macbean, Mr. iii. 25, 473. | 

« + + + » his Dictionary of Geography, ii. 203. 

Macbeth, Johngon's Observations on, i. 148, 

Macaronick Verses, iii. 304. 

Macklesfield, Lady, i. 143, Kc. See Savage. 

M Donald, Sir James, i. 405; iv. 85. 

* + + + + Sir Alexander, (now Lord,) ii, 155. 

« + « + + « Lady Margaret, iii. 403, 

Macklin, the Actor, i. 346. 

Maclaurin, Mr. ii. 369. 

Maclean, Sir Alexander, iii. 104, 136. 

- + + + Mr. Alexander, ii. 415. 

Macpherson, James, Esq. ii, 302, 304, 305, 306, 303, See 
Ostias. 

.... + + Johnson's letter to him, ii. 306. 

Macquarry, it. 316; iii. 145. 

Macqueen, Rev. Mr. Donald, ii. 285. 

Madden, Dr. his Baulter's Monument, i. 280. 

Madness, i. 356; iii. 191. 

Mahogany, a liquor so called, iv. 83. | 

Mallet, Das id, ii. 124, 2325 ii. 411; iv. As 

+ + + his Life of Bacon, iii. 210. 

* + + « his Tragedy of © Elvira,” i. i. 367. 

Malone, Edmond, Esq. i. Advert. ix. 191, 194, 162, 370; ii. 
485; iii. 48, 52, 326, 345, 4183 iv. 42, 51, 32, 136, 446, 
453» 

. - Johnson's letters to, iv. 148. 

Mani in all states must govern woman, from superiority of ander. 
Standing, iii. 40. 

© Man of Feeling, (a Novel,) i. 320. 

"Mandeville's © Fable of Bees,” criticised, iii. 31 3. 

Manners, works describing them, require notes in ſixty or e 

years, ii. 211, 

Manning, Mr. (the Compositor,) iv. 336. 

Mansfield, Lord, ii. 155711, 326 iii. 284, 457 3 ix. 187. 

Manucci, Count, ii. 395 iii. 91. 

Maps, ii. 362. 

Marchmont, Earl of, ii. 1573 iii. 366, 417; iv. 30. 

Marlborough, Duke of, i. Advert. xvi. 

„ « Dutchess of, 1. I25 ; Iv. $4. 

Marmor Norfolciencey i. 115. | 

Marriage, ii. 56, 73, 104, 124, 127. 162, 335, 469% 479, 474: 
Ui. 18, 24, 403, 432 3 iv. 136, 307. 
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Marriage, second, i. 73; ii. 124. | o 
- +» + + « Bill, Royal, ii. 149, . 

- + + + + * Matrimonial thought,” a song, ii. 104. 

Marsili, Dr. i. 284. | 


©. Martinelli's History of England, 11. 219. 


Mary, Queen of Scots, i. 313; ii. 272, 299. 

Matter, Berkeley's notion of its non. existence, refuted, i. 427. 

Mason, Rev. Mr. Wen i. 5s 7; tb 3 ill, 31, 315; iv. 
330. 

Masquerades, ii. 204. 

Masters, Mrs. i. 208; iv. 256. 

Mattaire, iv. 2. 1 85 e 

Maupertuis, ii. 54. 

Maxwell, Rev. Dr. his anecdotes of Nine 3 i. 111—129. 

Mayo, Rev. Dr. ii. 253, 2543 Ui. 305, 310. | 

Meeke, Mr. i. 234. FRY | 

Mead, Dr. iii. 379. 


Melancholy, constitutional, reflections on, 1. 39, 303 3 ii. 436, 


454 iii. 5» 88, 100, 148, 191 208 ; iii. 450. wr 
Melancthon, iii. 126, 1 30. g 


Melmoth, William, Esq. his My, under the name of Fitz. 
osborne, iv. 287, zote. 


Memis, Dr. ii. 297, 304, 377 ; iii. 95, 103. 


. Menagiana, iii. 364. 


Metaphysicks, ii. 78, 97. bt 


| Metcalfe, Phulip, Eq. iv. 170. 


Methodists, 1. 414 ; ii. 119, 122, 329; iv. TY MTS 

Meynell, Hugo, Esq. his happy expressions concerning London, 
iii. 404- 

Mickle, Mr. iv. 323. 

« + + bis Lusiad, iy. 261. 

Middle state of souls, ii. 98, 160. 

Millar, Andrew, i. 253. | | 

Miller, Lady, it. 344. ſ- | 

Milne, Mr. the Architect, defended, i. 311. 

Milner, Rev. Mr. his defence of the Methodists, i. 414. 

Milton, his grand-daughter, i. 195, 198. 

- + + + +» Johnson's Lifeof, iv. 39, & 9. 

- +» + + See i. 197, eg. and iv. 320. 
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English poets, il. 237. 
I bs pan of nale improctcble i. 382. 
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Mimickry, ii. 151, - | 
Miracles, in proof of the Christian religion, Supported by the 


strongest evidence, i. 401, 402. | 

© Mirror,” the periodical paper, iv. 418. | F 

© Modern characters from Shakspeare,“ iii. 275. = 

Monasteries, i. 325; ii. 449- 

Monboddo, Lord, and his Works, ii. 70, 144, 218, 261, 386 iv. 
129, 287. 

Monck ton, Hon. Miss, (now Countess of Cork,) iv. 111. ) 

„5 #6 the Author's verses to, iv. 112, 

Monro, Dr. iv. 276. 

Montagu, Mrs. her- Ezay on Shakopeare) ii. 82. 

... + + anecdotes f, iii. 263; iv. 76, 289. 

Montrose, Duke of, i.. 260; iv. 111. 

Monuments is St. Paul's church, ii. 237. 

Moody, Mr. the Actor, ii, 346. 

Moore, Dr. Henry, ii. 159. 7 

More, Miss Hannah, iii. 277 ; iv. 98, 102, 111, 289, 320. 

Morris, Miss, Johnson's last words spoken to her, iv. 446. 

Mounsey, Dr, of Chelsea, his character, ii. 2. 

Mouitstuart, Lord, ii. 20, 446 3 iii. 94, 438; iv. 131. 6 

Mourning Bride, description of the temple in that play, highly 
commended, ii. 80. 

Mudge, Rev. Mr. Zachariah, i. 3375; iv. 80. 

« +. +» Dr. Iv. 24% 

Murphy, Arthur, Esq. i. 289, 315, 350; ii. 123. 

- + + + + his © Poetical Epistle to Johnson, i. 315. 

Murray, Mr. Solicitor General of Scotland, ui. 9. 

Musgrave, Sir William, i. 124. 2 

„% 6.» 200 i: 2} 

Musick, ii. 224, 417 ; iii. 214; iv. 21. 

Myddleton, Colonel, his urn and i I in honour of Johnson, 
iv. 449. | 


N. 
Nares, Rev. Mr. John, his Elements of Orthoepy," * imitation 
of Johnson's style, iv. 417. 
Nach, Beau, Dedication, i. v. 
. Rev. Dr. his © Histoxy of Worcestershire, iii, 290. 
National Debt, ii. 123. 
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- Nicholls, Dr. iii. 178. 


Nonjurors, ii. 329; iv. 302. 


| Norton; Sir Fletcher, ii. 484. 
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498 | INDEX. 


Natural affection from parents to 2 instinctiye ; not vice 
Verfa, ii. 93. 

e » the een amigned, li 415 

Negroes, iii. 88, 89, 98, 104, 139, 217. 

+ + + + + Johnson's arguments prefixed in fayour of one, iii. 218. 

Nel on's festivals and fasts, ii. 472. 

Newhaven, Lord, iii. 434. 

Newton, Sir Isaac, Johnson's praise of, i. 410; ii, 121. 


„ Thomas, (late nen Bristol,) iv. 300. 


„ — . 355 170, 390. 8 

« + + + + his communications as to Johnson, iv. 436. 

Nicol, Mr. George, Johnson's letter to, iv. 326. 

Nil admirari, the propriety of that maxim discussed, ii. N 
Nollekens, Mr. iii. 237. 


North, Dudley, Esq. iv. 85. 
. Lord, his Lordship's letter as Chancellor of the Uniyersity 
of Oxford to the Vice Chancellor, i in fayour of Johnson, ii. 338. 
Northumberland, Elizabeth, Dutchess of, iii. 291. 
» + + + + +.» 6 » Hugh, Duke of ii. 127. 


Nowell, Rev. Dr. iv. 310, 311. 
Nu; up ig the motto on Johnson's watch, ii, 56. 


O. 


O'Connor, Charles, Esg. the Irish antiquarian, Johan letters 
to, i. 283; iii. 118. 


account of, iii. 118. 

Ode to Friendship, i. 131. 

„00 Winter, i. 153+ T 

Odes by Cumberland, iii. 42. 

Ogilvie, Dr. John, i. 379, 381. | 

Oglethorpe, General, anecdotes of, $63.7 it, 176, 17, 356; lit, 
33% 392 3 iv. 179. 

Old age, iii. 274, 359. | 1 

Oldfield, Dr. anecdote of, iii. 54. | 3 "£2 

Oldham's imitation of Juvenal, i. 91. {4-8 | 6 

Oldys's part in Harleian miscellany, i. 147. 

Oldmixon, i. 262. | 

Oliver, Dame, Johnson's School Mistress, i. 19, 20. 
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3 Omaz, iii. 9. | | 

1 Oratory, ii. 210, 335; iv. 3 2 

Orford, Lord, his gallery of Pictures, iv, 349. 

; Orme, Mr. the Historian, ii. 308 iii. 304+ 

Captain, Iv. go. 

HF Orrery, Lord, i. 157; ii. 125; iti. 398 1 iv. 184. 

| „„ his Life of Swift, itt. 270. 

; Osborn, Francis, his works, ii. 190. 

| Osborne, the Bookseller, i. 126, 
Ossian, Poems of, their merit and authenticity discussed, i. 3553 

. 122, 302, 305, 306, 318, 320; iii. 473 iv. 192, 262, 

| 263. 

5 Ostentation, i. 421 3 ii. 57 ; iii. 45 3 iv. 5, 1933 437- 

: © Othello,* its useful moral, iii. 38. | 

| . « « « « » the drunken dialogue in that play the mow excelent of 

| its kind, iii. 40. 

Otway, iv. 19. 

Oxford University, highly praised, ii. 52. 


P. x 
Palmer, the Rev. Thomas Fysche, iv. 129. 
Palmerston, Lord, 1 i. 309; iv. 240. 
Pamphlets, i ii. 340. 
Panting, Dr. i. 47. 
Paoli, General, ii. 69, 76, 163, 2199 2233 ill. 33, 168, 3453 
iv. 345. 
Paradise, John, Esq. character oh, and Johnson's letter to, iv. 385. 
Parish Clerks, iv. 129. 
Parker, Mr. Sackville, iv. 324+ 
Parnell, Dr. Johnsen's Life of, ii. 163. | | "ms 
- + + + » Johnson's Life of, and Epitaph on, iv. 84. 1 | 12 
. - 2 disputed passage in his poems, iii. 477. : 79 
Parr, Rev. Dr. iv. 14, 247, 451» 452. 
Passion Week, ii. 187. | 
Paterson, Mr. Samuel, ij. 172. 
» » + + + his son, iv. 235, 283. Fei * 
Patriotism, ii. 354. 125 
Pearce, Dr. Zachary, Bichop of "os Roby i. 260 iii. 119. 
| Feery n ought generally to exercise their judicial power, 
bs iii. 309. 
» + + of Scotland, arid their undue influence, iv. 258, 259- { 
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Pelham, Right Hon. Henry, Garrick's Ode on his Death, i. 232. 
Pembroke College, Oxford, emiment men of, i i. 51. 

„ „„ 1. 333. 


Pennant's © Tour,” iii. 290, 293. . 
© » © + +* London, iii. 293. N , 


Pension, Johnson's, i. 342, See 8 


Pepys, William Weller, Esq. iv. 8 5. 


Percy, Dr (Bishop of Dromore, ) i. 24, 25, 48, 116, 1615 436, 


441 3 Us 62, 131, 466, 4675 Ui. 289, 292, 295 297» 3905 

446, 450, 468. 

25 3 between Johnson n iii. 296, 
299» 

- - - . proved to he the bei male of the ancient Bal of North- 
umberland, iii. 290. 

Perkins, Mr. successor to Mr. Thale, 5 iv. 85 87. 

+ + » + letters from Johnson to, ii. 1913 iv. 87, 120, 162, 169, 
383. 


p Peters Rev. Mr . Dr. Taylor's upper servant, ii. 488. 


Peter orough, Earl of, iv. 348. 


Petitions, popular, to distress Government easily 3 il, 


84. 
Peyton, Mr. i. 158; it. 152. 
Phzax, contrasted with Mr. Fox, iv. 464. Appendix. 
Philips, the Musician, Johnson's epitaph ON, i. 120 ; iv. 461. 


| + + +" + the Poet, Johnson's Life of, iv. 56. 


. + Mies, the Singer, now Mrs. Crouch. See Croach. 
O. ee & Piracy i. 1753 . 


Philosophy, i iti. 326. 


Pieresc, ii. 376. 
Pig, the learned, i iv. 396. 


Pionxzi, Mrs. i. 449; ii. 441 ; iii. 136, 3583 iv. $4, 87, 169, 291. 
np. anecdotes of Johnson related by her, corrected, or explained, 


i. 16, 43, 65, 373, 436; ii. 185, 191, 355, 356 3 iv. 333, 


355» 363. 
. . Terter from her to Johnaon, i iii. 4 452. | At"; 


+ + + + from Johnson to her, iii. 453; iv. 237. 
- + » « burlesque ode to her, iv. 414. 


Pitt, Right Hon, William, Earl of Chatham, 1. 1923 lil. 1 


iv. 332. . 
„ Right Hon, William, bs lust to the. Anthour, on his 


exertions for e iv. 27% 
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Pity, not natural to man, i. 394. 
Planta, Mr. ii. 408. 
Planting trees, iii. 106, 223. 


Plaxton, Rev. George, i. 12. 


Players, Porter, Clive, Pritchard, iv. 252. 

Plymouth, Johnson's visit to, i. 336; and see N ir. 
462. P 

Poetry, reflections on, il. 358; ill. 37, 172, 277: 

- + +» » not definable, iii. 37. 


. the cause of languages being edt iti, 35, — The 
105 not translatable, 16. | 


. + + of Johnson while young, i. 17, 26 Cg. 64 


Poets, Johnson's Lives of. See Lives. 
Politian's Poems, Johnson's projected edition of; i. 62. 


Poor, in England, better provided for than in any,other country, 


"11. 126. 
Pope, i. 99, 102, 104, 116 ; ii. 4, 357; ul, 270 370, 41); iv. 


22. 
_ "= with Dryden, ii. 4. 


.. Lady Bolingbroke 5 dexcripeion of, i iii. 346. 


' + + » his Life, by Ruffhead, ii. 164. 


. Johnson's translation of his (Messiah, 1.7. 
.. + his Homer, iii. 277. 
„„ Universal Prayer, iii. 370. 
. . his * Exzay on Man,” iii. 420, 429. , 


\ ++ » his Epitaphs, i. 270. 


©*, Jebnlpa's Like of tr. 45. 5 
9 8 Mrs. (afterwards Johnson s wiſe, ) i. FED 68. 
Miss Lucy, ii. 475; iii. 440. | 
- + + + Johnson's letters to, ii. 393, 3943 itt; 419; iv. Ls 1499. 
I50, 241, 267, 271, 421. 
Mrs. the Actress, iv. 252. 
Porta Earl of, iv. 281. 


Praise ſrom those we love, delightful, i. 178. 


Prayer, ii. 97, 1753 iv. 309, 399. 


Prayer for the dead, it. 98, 160. 


Prayers and Meditations, Johnson's, iv. — extraordinary 
prayer for his departed wife, i. 201. 

Preaching of the established Clergy, i. 414, #153 ii. 11. 

- + + +» + of Female Quakers, i. 418. ö 


© Preceptor,* Dodsley's, i. 161. 


| 502 INDEX, 

| Predestination, ii. 97. See Liberty and Necessity. 

: - Prendergast, Mr. remarkable anecdote of, ii, 179 · 

| - Presentiment, a remarkable story concerning, ii. 179. 
Presbyrterians, i ii. 96. 
Price, Dr. iv. 247. | | 

. Priestley, Dr. Johnson's opinion of, i, 4373 ii. 1194 6 ir, 2467 

| 247. 

| Prince of Wales, his happiness, iv. 192, 

i Pringle, Sir John, iii. 65, 192, 267. 


Printing, iii. 35. | 
- + +,+ ancient, ii. 408. 
Prior's poetry, ii. 74; iii. 208. 
Pritchard, Mrs. ii. 355 ; iv. 253. 
; Probationer, ii. 168. 
q Procurators of Edinburgh, their case, iv. 133. 
Professions, some objections to all, ii. 124. RTE 
© Project,” the, a poem, iii. 339. 
Pronunciation, ii. 156, 158; li. 213, 
Prostitution, i, 412; iii. 17. * 
Providence, a particular, i iv. 286. | 
Prussia, King of, his writings, i. 392. 
Psalmanazer, George, ii. 336 ; iv. 197, 288. 
Psalms, best metrical translation of, iii. 5. | 
Publick amusements keep people from vice, ii. 167. : 
5 e e RR 345 iv. 188. 
r it. 239; Wi. 344; iv. 85, 331. 
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B Sand Wat. 
Quakers, ii. 471 ; iii. 318, 319; iv. 220, 221, 
- + » + + of their women preaching, i. 418. 

5 Queensberry, late Duke _ ii. 373: 
Quin, ii. 373. | N 
Quintilian, iv. 34. Na 
Qzos Devs vals pergere, &c. traced to its source, iv. 0 8 
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p 


| R. 

f Rackstrow, Johnson's Colonel in the Train Bands, iv. 334+ 
1 Radcliffe, Dr. Master of Pembroke College, i. 234. 

- + + + + John, his travelling fellowship, i iv. 308. 
Rambler, Johnson's, published, i. 170, 171, 172, 194. 


FI * 
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INDEX. 


© Rambler,* remarks on, i. 186; iii. 41; iv. 159. 291, 
+ « + + +» » Shensfone's criticism on, ii. 464. 
Ramsay, Allan, Esq. iii. 270, 353, 359; Iv. 388. 
Ranby, John, Esg. iii. 221. 
Rank, its importance in Society, i. 399, 4943 ik 150. 
5 Racelas,” Prince of Abyssinia, Johnson's, i. 62, 301, 302, 391 ; 
iii. 338; iv. 121. 
„ #656 American edition of, li. 207. 
l the manner and effect of, i. 353 ii. 225, 673 ili. 41, 
209, 305, 355 3 iv. 19, 227, 314. | 
Reed, Isaac, Esq. iv. 36. 
© Rehearsal,* the, Johnson 8 opinion of that Faroe, i iv. 33 * 
..... « Criticisms on, ii. 165. 
Rein- deer, of introducing into England, ii. 165. 
Relationship, attachment grounded on, diminished by — 
W 
Religion and religious establishments, i. 43, 409; it. 97, 98, 
99, 147, 148, 241, &c. 4 471, 498; iii. 17, 519 335% 
- 1 iv. 95, 125, 128, 225. 


4 Roman Catholick and Presbyterian, ii. 96s 97s 98, 257; 
ili. 335 ; Iv. 30+ 
Religious orders, ii. 449. | | 


Republicans wish to level down as far as themselves, but hint 
a bear to level 2 to themselves, i. 404+ 
© Respublice,” the work so entitled, iii. 50. - 
Review, Johnson's plan of, 1. 270. | 
Reviews, and Reviewers, ii. 41; iii. 31, 433 ir. 58, 223.—See 
| also Appendix, iv. 464. 72 
Revolution, celebration of, iv. 180. 
Reynolds, Sir Joshua, i. Advert. xiv. 209, 25% 292 ii. 299% 
314 ; iii. 5, 39; iv. 6, 331 442. | 
. » + + his Discourses, iii. 395 3 iv. 335. 
Sin 6 + Johnson's letters to, i. 441; it. 136, 139; i, 82, 33, 
321 ; Iv. 139, 171, 235, 387. 5 
1 anecdotes of Johnson by him, i. 338; ii, 1033 iv. 192. 
Rheumatism, receipt for, ii. 286. 
Rhyme, i. 386; iii. 277, 355. 
Richardson, Mr. 00 1 100, 1 115 iii. Ei 
336; iv. 27, 28, 
- + + + + compared with Fielding, ii. 49. 
» » + + + with French Novelists, lt. 121» 


; 0 


IN DEX. 

1 Richardson, Mr. Samuel, his works, it. 171, 

J —_- Riches, i. 397; ii. 164 ii. 284, 337; iv. 130, 162, 183. 

bi Ridicule, iv, 16. 

{ - Riots in 1780, account of, iii. 457, 470. 

1 | Rising carly, iii. 182. 

1 Roberts, Miss, i. 389. ö 

1 | Robertson, Rev. Dr. William, i ii. 31; iii. 383. 

1 - + + + + « his first introduction to Johnson, iii. 353. 

Þ * 2 . + his works, i ii. $3, 235 3 iii. 357. 

1 + + + + + + his imitation of Johnson's style, iv. 419. 

1 Robinson, Sir Thomas, i. 392 ; ii. 127. 

] Rochester's Poems, iii. 208. RF Fo 

1 Rolt, his © Dictionary of Trade and Commerce, i. 318, 

1 + - + anecdotes of, i. 319, 

bl. ' | Romances, i. 24; iv. 15. 

1 Roscommon, Life of, i. 161. 

N | | Round Robin, literary, iii. 84, 

4 | Rousseau, i, 396; ii. 9. 

Rowe, Mrs. her works, i. 275. 

b | Royal Academy, instituted, ii. 65. | 

[| Rudd, Mrs. Margaret Caroline, iii. 80, 352. 

F Ruddiman, Mr. Thomas, i. 180.* 

- Ruffhead's Life of Pope, ii. 164. 
1 Russia, Empress of, iii. 147, 305. 

FF Rutty, Dr. his © Spiritual Diary, iii. 185. 

1 Ryland, Mr. i. 208. 

1 | 8. 

i i Sailors, their life, ii. 4513 iii. 2853 iv. 268. : 
1 | Salamancha University, f i. 410. dk ; 
1 Sande tson, Bishop, 1. 188. A 

| Sarpi, Paoli, his Council of Trent, i. 107. 

| - + + his Life, by Johnson, i. 112. 

1 Savage, Richard, anecdotes of, i. 98, 1 37.7 

i} » + + « Johnson's Life of, i. 135, 141. 

1 . \ « » enquity-as to his birch, 1142. | 
1 r On” Ire Deatiupgy reprzented, ii, | 
+ 122. . . 

4 Savages, iii. 46; iv. 219, 325. 


$ © 0-00 always eruel, i. 394. mu 
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Scarsdale, Lord, iii. 174. 
Schools, Scottish, do not make critical scholars, i Tp 168, 
Schoolmasters, i. 69; ii. 143. 
+ + + + + + + law cases as to, ii. 154, 180, 181, 184; . 400 
232. 
Scorpions, curious anecdote concerning, ii. 53. 
Scotch, their pronunciation, ii. 156. 
„ lairds, i. 368, See Landlord and Toms 
Scotland, and the Scotch, Johnson's opinion of, and box mots on, i. 
384, 405 3 Ut. 52, 7% 11), 240 30% 312, 314» 315» 4465 
484; iii. 25 77,7 184, 251, * 268, 437; iv. 104, 193. 
. 196, 
Scottish Literature, ii. 369. 
Scott, Sir William, i. 417; ii. 99 iii. 281; Iv. 94. 
.. . Nr. of Amwell, his Elegies, ii. 358, 6 > 
George Lewis, Esq. iii. 125. | 
ripe the Holy, ui. 5 5. 
« Johnson's letter on the Jon to cron them into 
3 ii. 28. 
Scripture phrases, ii. 211. 
Secker, Archbishop, 1 i. 10; iv. 28. a 
Second sight, ii. 9, 147, 326. 
Seduction, iii. 175 iv. 426. 
Selected works, iii. 28, 29, 246. i 
Semel insanivimus omnes, traced to its source, iv. 1915 95 N 


Sensibility, ii. 86, 486; iv. 229. 


Sermons, the best English, iii. 267. 
Servants, ii. 215; iii. 338. 
Seward, Rev. Mr. ii. 481; iii. 165, 439. 
+ + + Miss Anna, i. 17; ii. 42; iv. 346. 
.. . » William, Es. ili. 131. 
Shakspeare, compared with Congreve, ii. 80, 81. 
» © + + * „ « With Cormille, 19: b6-" 
+ +» + + + + + + + +.» with Milton, iv. 75. 
* + + + + + his description of night, in (Macbeth, faulty, i li. 84. 
ce OL decription of Dover Cliff, faulty, | ii. 81. 
+ + + + » « ns Witches, of his own creation, ili. 407. 
» + + » + « Johnson's opinion of, i. 452; iii. 407.3 iv. 17, 24. 
7 .. Johnson's edition of his Plays, i. 148, 281, 282, 318, 
436, 450; ii. 203, 108; iv, 302. 
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Sleep, iii. 183, 184. 
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Shakspeare, remarks on, i. 450; ii. 85, 189; iii. 52. See 
Othello and Mrs. Montagu. 
Sharpe, Rev. Dr. Gregory, ii. 126. 
Sharpe's Letters on Italy, iii. 51, 
Shaw, Cuthbert, his poem of © The Race,” ll. 33. 
.. . Rev. Mr. his Erse Grammar, iii. 110, 112. 
. . his pamphlet on Ossian, iv. 262. 
Shebbeare, Dr. iv. 115. 
Shenstone, his verses at an inn, ii. 464; 


Sheridan, Thomas, Esq. i. 345, 346, &c. 408 ; ii. 81, 124, 158, 


329 3 itt. 3, 402; iv. 224, 230, 348. Te 
. Mrs. i. 348. 
Stiele, Mr. Robert, i. 158; iii. 29. 


Shipley, Dr. (late Bishop of St. Asaph, ) iv. 2 56. 


- Short Hand, ii. 223; iii. ** 
Shrewsbury, ii. 190. 


Siam, embassy from the King of, to Louis the Fenrtentchy ik. 359. 
Siddons, Mrs. her visit to Johnson, iv. 251, 252, &c. 
Sibbald, Sir Robert, M. D. iii. 246. 

Simpson, Joseph, Esq. 1. 205, 443 ; iii. 8 

3 Johnson's letter to, i. 306. 

Sin, ke] iv. 126, 127, &Cc, 

Skene, Sir John, the great antiquary of Scotland, ill. 442. 
Slavery, and Slave Trade, iii. 217; ws 230. See 9 
Smart, Christopher, i. 270, 366. 

Smith, Dr. Adfin, iii. 354; iv. 22, 195, 418. 

+ + + +» his © Wealth of Nations, ii. 444- 

+ + . Captain, iii. 386. 


+. + + + Edmund, his Verses to Pococke, iii. 287, 


Smollet, letter to Wilkes from, i. 309. 

Society, civilized, its customs, i. 396, 399, 4043 ii. 0 94, 2263 
iii. 2745 2813 iv. 90. 

Solamen miteris, &c. hs author of that. line yet „ iv. 

© 1925 1. | 

Soldiers, iii. 9, 284, 385, 306. 

Somerville, Lord, the Author's warm and grateful remembrance of 
him, iv. 50. 


South, Dr. ii. 97. 


Soutawel, Thomas Lord, the ewa. i. 205; 1. 405 7 iv. 184. 
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Spanish Plays fit only for children, iv. 15, 
Spearing, Mr. the Attorney, i. 103. 

« Spectator,* the, ii. 211, 376; iii. 33, 44+ 
Spence's * Anecdotes,* iv. 64. 

Spirits, evil, iv. og. 

« Spleen,” the, a poem, iii. 36, 

Stanhope, Mr. Lord Chesterfield's son, i. 2320. 
Statuary compared with Painting, iii. 250, 452. 
Stanton, Mr. the Actor, ii. 478. 

Staunton, Sir George, Johnson's letter to, i. 327. 
Steele, Right Hon. Thomas, i. 115. 

.. Mr. his © Protodia Rat ionalis, ii. 334. 

» + + Sir Richard, li. 461; iv. 52, 94. 


Steevens, George, Esq. assists in Johnson' 8 kran, ii. 108. 


203. 

EEE Johnson's letters to, ii. 275, 276, 277; iii. 102. 

- + + + communications from as to Johnson, iv. 338, & 9, 
Sterne, Laurence, ii. 221, See Tristram Shandy, 
Stirling Corporation, ii. 379. 

Stopford, Hon. General Edward, ii, 382. 

Strahan, William, Eq. i. 233 ; ii. 330; iii. 278, 388. 

- + + + his letter as to introducing Johnsop into Parliament, ii. 

132. 

8 jun. his death, iv. 103. 

Mrs. Johnson's letters to, iv. 103, 147. 

+ + + + Rev. Mr. iv, 286, 400, 443. 

Strickland, Mrs. iii. 126. ; 

Stratford Jubilee. See Garrick, 

Stuart Family, ii. 218. 

. . Hon. Col. James, iii. 425, 438. 1 

. Fon. and Rev. William, iv. 207. 

... Andrew, Esq. his letters to Lord Mansfield, ii. 228. 
Study, method of, i. 45, 402, 416. 
Style, iii. 300; and see Temple, Sir William. 

. . . of English writers, how far distinguishable, iii. 301. 

+ + + Johnson's remarks on, 1. 192 ; fi. 187. 

» + . various kinds of, it. 188. . 
. + the modern much superior to that of the last century, iii. 

268,—And to that of the reign of Queen Anne, iii. 262. 

+ instances of particular imitations, iv. 412, &c. 
Subordlnation necessary for society and humun happiness, i. 366, 


399» 494 ii, 10, 150, 335 3 ib, 281, 9 


* —ꝛ— —' UPTU— 2 — — 


* 
—— — te try 


Jo 7 on op e 1 
e * = 


— 0 
0 . 


n o Wu Go 
RD Pe er Eee. |: Lees vl 


Sat EP 
Sh, VF 


r 
A 


— 
1 
PT 


20 t —w * 

r cones fs 258 

* hat N N N 
- 


* 1 
13 
"=: 
FT 
8 

* 


— —— „% 


as „ 4 
* * r 


508 INDEX. 


Subordination, the ground of all intellectual improvements; ii. 
218. 


„ impaired in England, in modern times by da incre 


of money, i iti. 281. 


Suicide, ii. 227; iv. 1 59. 


Swallows, ii. 54. 


* 


Swearing, it. 163; iii. 205. 

Sweden, the late King of, iii. 147. 

Swift, Earl Gower's letter to concerning Johnson's obtaining a 
degree, i. 104. | 


. » Johnson's opinion of bis Works, d i. 408; ii. 62, 327» 


++ « « Johnson's Life of, iv. 62. 


6-2 eee eee eee e 
Swinfen, Dr. i. 40, 40, 55. 


Swinton, Rev. Mr. i. 237." Wy 


* 


. Sydenham, Dr. Johnson's Life of; i. 125. 


Sympathy with others in distress, ii. 86. 


. 


Tacitus, remarks on his style, ii. 186. 

Talbot, Mrs. Catharine, i. 171. 

Tale of a Tub, i. 408; ii. 327. ny 

Taste, ii. 188. 

. + + alters in the progrees of life, ii. 12. 

Tastes and characters of men, Sir Joshua Reynolds's standard for 

jodging of them, iv. 442. 

Taverns, ii. 463. 

© Taxation no Tyranny,* ii. 243. 

Taylor, Rev. Dr. Johnson's visit to, ii. 489; Jil. "248; 196 ; iy. 
: "74 448. 

+ + ++ Johnson's letters to, i. 204; iv. 236, 284. 


- + . + Anecdotes of, 1.21, 50, 165, 204, 489; iii. [1s x66, 
196, 
#25; +» G like 414. 


* 


„ Jeremp, iv. 309. 


- + + - the editor of Demosthenes, iii. 340. 
Tea, i. 276. 


Temple, Mr. (the Author's old and intimate friend,] i, 394; it. 


325. 
+ + + + . his well written character of Gray, f iv, 163, 


INDEX, 50g *-. 


Temple, Sir William, first gave cadence to Englizh prose, iii. 
„ 
Tenderness, the want of, a proof of want of ** ll. 118. 
Test, it. 328, 330. 
Testimony, general, i. 386, 401. , 
Theocritus, iv. 2. 4575 
Thomas, Mr. Nathanael, iii. 95. 
Thomas a Kempis, iii. 245; iv. 293. 
Thompson, Rev. James, iii. 55, & geg. 
$0 S404 the Poet, his works, i. 408 ; li. 161 ; iii. 36. 
+ + + + + ++ » + anecdotes of, iii. 124, 144, 383, 384. 
Thang, Bonnel, Esq. his burlesque Ode for St. Cecilia's Day, 
| i. 377. | 
Thrale, Mr. i. 445 ; ii. 73, 250; iii. 245, 472 3 iv. 89. See 
Appendix. ; 
his death, iv. 89. q 
- + ++ Mr. sale of his brewhouse, iv. 89. 
. Mrs. See Piozxz:. : 
Thaw Johnson's proposed translation of, iv. 439. 
Thurlow, Lord, his opinion on the Liberty of the Pulpit, iii. 63, 
fa” *; 55 | 
* » + + +» his letter to Johnson, iii. 473. 
- + + + +» Johnson's opinion of, iv. 188, 342. _ | 
+ + + + + his letter to the Authour on Johnson's proposed tour to 
Italy, iv. 350- 
+ + + + + Johnson's letter to him on that occasion, iv. 365. 
Toleration, ii. 250, 256; iii. 406; iv. 10, 226, 
Topham's case, iii. 14. 
Toplady, Rev. Mr. ii. 255. 
Torture in Holland, i. 423. 
Tory, Johnson's description of, iv. 120, 306. 
Towers, Dr. Joseph, ii. 324. 
.. + « + his Essay on the Life, &c. of Johnson, iv. 40. 
Townley, Charles, Esq. iii. 126. 
Townly, Mr. (the engraver,) iv. 451. 
Townsend, Right Hon. Charles, ii. 221, 
Townson, Rev. Dr. iv. 318. a 8 
Trade, Johnson's remarks on, ii. 90, | | 
Tradesmen retired from business, ii. 115. ̃ | 
Translationß i. 59 ; ii. 35, 277» 278. i 
Traveller, Goldsmith's poems, 1.4% | , 
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510 INDEX; 


Traveller, Johnson's lines in, ii, 5.—His high praive of, ii, 
234. 

Travelling, ili. 8, 34, 2555 288, 3213 iv. 324, 355 

Travels, the Authour's, iii. 321. 

Trimblestown, Lord, iii. 246. | 

Trinity, Johnson' s belief in, and just eee of i its he, 
discussed in a mixed company, it. 2 56. N 

Tristram Shandy, ii. 462. 


Truth, importance of regard to, i. 394; ii. 448, 449 3 ii. 148, 


248, 249, 314, 4303 iv. 6, 88, 177, 187, 326, 380. | 
Turkish Spy, authours of, iv. 207. 
Twiss's Travels in Spain, ii. 352. 
Tyburn. See Execution of Crimimals. 
Tyers, Mr. Thomas, anecdotes of, iii. 2 39 
Tyrawley, Lord, ii. 211. 


Tytler's — of Mary, Queen of Scots, i. 313. 


U. any V. 
Valetudinarian, generally a disagreeable character, ii. 166. 


© Vanity of Human Wishes, FFT} As it. 13; . 


381. 
Vanity cured by living in London, ii. 116. 
Vansittart, Dr. Robert, i. 308. 
Vauxhall Gardens, iii. 329. 
Vesey, Agmondesham, Esd. iv. 27. 
© Vicar of Wakefield, 1. 373. 


„ S > ine de the ; url, but publiched | 
after, iii. 342. 


8 eo bee paxages, originally in ie, et 
out by the Author, iii. 401. 
Vilette, Rev. Mr. (Ordinary of unn his just claims on che 
publick, iv. 344. 
Village, Deserted, Goldsmith's, ii. 6. 
Rev. Mr. Crabbe's, iy. 186. 


. 
+ | 


| Vin, compared with Homer, iii. 209. 


. Johnzon's juvenile translations from, i. 26. 


. Baskerville's edition of, presented by 1 2 Pembroke 
„ ii. 6 5 . | 


Virtue and vice, iii. 374, 375 ; iv. 307- 
Visitor, the Universal,“ a periodical paper, i ii. 351. 
YT Is I. 476. 
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Universal History,“ the Authors of, iy, 406. 

Universities, English, not rich enough, li. 52, 376; iii. 42. 
Urban, Johnson Latin Ode on, i, 86, 87. 

Volcanoes, ii. 482. | 

Voltaire, i. 392, 451 ; ii. 4, 10; iii, 390. 

Vows, ii. 21, 25; iii. 381. 


Usher, Archbishop, ii. 128. 


Usury, iii. 25, 364. 
Vys, Rev. Dr. iii. 134; iv. 395+ 


W. 


Wales, Johnson's visit to, ii. 288. 

+ + » Prince of. See Prince. | 

Walker, Dr. Physician at Oxford, iv. 308. 

Wall, Mr. of the Treasury, Dublin, 1. 293 ; iii. 118, 

Wall of China, ili. 288. 

Waller, the poet, ii. 366 ; iii. 335. 

. + « extract from his © Divine Poesy, Iv. 305. 

+ + + « Johnson's Life of, iv. 38. | 

Walmsley, Gilbert, Esq. i. 52, 5 55 168. 

* + + + his letter, recommending Johnson and nm i. 74. 
Walpole, Hon. Horace, iv. 330. 

* + + Sir Robert, his Administration defended, i. 102. 
Walton, Isaac, his Lives, ii. 284, 287, 369, 459 3 Mt. 112. 


5 Wapping, to be explored, iv. 209. 


2 


War, iii. 234. 

Warburton, i. 148, 227, 291. 

+ + » + + + made a Bishop by Pope, ii. 30, 1. 

- + + + +» + his contest with Louth, ii. 39. 

- + ++ +» + Johnson's character of, iv. 46, 48, 302. 
ies BY judgment concerning biographers, 1 1. 4. 
Ward, the noted Dr. iii. 414 | | 
Warley Camp, iii. 385. 

Warren, the first bookseller in Birmingham, 1. 157. 


- + + «+ + Dr. his generous attendance on Johuson, during his last 


illness, iv. 427. 
Warton, Rev. Dr. Joseph, his Essay on wage s Life and Genius, 


| i. 4053 ii. 164. 
« + + Johnson's letters wet. Advertisement, x. 216; fi. 108, 


OP LE. 
+ + + + « Rev. Thomas, i. 224, 292, 295, 296; 1. 459 3 iv. 1 
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Warton, Rev. Thomas, his entertaining account of Johnson's 
conversation when at Oxford in 1752; i. 234. 

.... + Johnson's letters to, i. 233, 239, 2405 248, 2555 257. 
284, 295, 296; U. 65, 18. 5 

Waste, household, hardly definable, iii. 284. 

Watson, Rev. Dr. Bishop of Llandaff,) iv. 121. 

Watts, Dr. his works, i. 278. 


„ 135, 382. 


Wealth, the right employment of it, iv. 183. | 
Weather, its influence, i. 385, 497 3 3 ii. 364; iv. 379, . 
Webster, Rev. Dr. Alexander, ii. 271, 276. 

Wedderburne. See Loughborough 

Welch, Saunders, Esq. iii. 235, 237» 427.3 iv. 194. 

- +» +» Johnson's letter to, iii. 235. & :- 
Wentworth, Mr. Johnson at his school, i. 10 


Wesley, Rev. John, iii. 250, 318. Flow 


« + + » Johnson's letter to, iii. 420. 
West's © Pindar,” iv. 27. 


Westcote, Lord, confirms to Joineon the truth of his rephe's 


vision, iv. 313. 
Westminster. Abbey, first Musical Festival at, iv. 297+ 
Wetherell, Rev. Dr. 455; iv. 32. 5 
+ + + + + » Rev. Dr. Johnson's letter to, ii. 437. > 
Wheeler, Rev. Dr. Jqhnson's letter to, iii. 391. 
Whiggism, a negation of all principal, i. 389. 
Whigs, Johnson's definition of, iv. 120. 
« + + - no great private 2 between them and Tories, 5 iv. 
305. 


White, Rev. Mr. Henry, 1 iv. 395, 396. 


Rev. Dr. ii. 207. 


Whitefield, Rev. George, now Bixhop i in Pennsylvania, his character, 

i. 49; ii. 75 ; üi. 435- 
Whitefoord, Caleb, Esq. iv. 337. we . 
Whitehead, Paul, Esq. i. 98. 55 N e f 
. «+ + » + William, Exq. 1. 9; iv. 117. | 
© Whole Duty of Man, conjectures on its authour, ii, 237, 
Wife, praise from one delightful, i. 178. 


od qualities of, Sir Thomas Overbury's verses on, I. 52. OY 
Wilcox, Mr. the Bookseller, i 1, 75. 


John, Esq. bis. e a on Johnson'g dae 1. 
205. 
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Wilkes, John, Eq. meetings between him and Johnson, ii. 6g, 
g.; iv. 104. 
+ » Johnson's opinion of, iii. 199. | 
.. anecdote of gallantry related by him, iv. 362. 
. + his advice how to speak at . RF" the House of 


Commons, iii. 244. 


+ + his pleasantry on Johnson and himself as to their politicks ; 


and religion, iii. 244. 
William III. King, ii. 348. 
Williams, Mr. Zachary, i. 200, 238, 266, 267. 


+ + +» + . Mrs. Anna, i. 200, 379, 419; ii. 91, 147 3 iii, 25, 68, 


95, 139, 144, 388. 

+ + + + + her death, iv. 243, 251» 

- + + +» Miss Helen Maria, iv. 296. 

. + + + + Sir Charles Hanbury, ii. 35. 

Wilson, Rev. Mr. Johnson's lettet do, iv. 171. 


Windham, Right Hon. William, ii. 127 3 Iv. 208, 441, 443: 


» + + + « Johnson's high eulogium on, iv. 374. 

* + + + « Johnson's letters to, iv. 234, 382. | 

Wine, the use of, ii. 185, 189, 125, 450; iii. 39, 10 263, 
2865, 270, 327, 350, 357» 4143 iv. 75, 83, 94- 

Wirtemberg, Prince of, anecdote of, ii. 177. 

Wit, iv. 107. | . 

Witches, ii. 175, 407. See Shakspeare, 

Woodhouse, the Poetical Shoemaker, ii. 123. 

Words, big ones, not to be used for * matters, i. 426 iii, 

325» 
Wraxall, Mr. iii. 455. 
World, the, Periodical Essays, i. 378. 


X. 
Xenophon's Treatise on Economy, iii. 96. 


Xerxes, Juvenal's fine verses on, ii. 226. 
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Ne TE . Sir William, i. 167; ii. 158. 
975595 "> Young, Dr. his Night Thoughts, i. 184; ii, 8g; iv. 61, | 
. - - + Johnson's Life of, iv. 59. n 
ä anecdotes of, iv. 60, 61, 122, 123. 5 
his fine imige of delicate satire, iv. 312. 
A » - + » Mr, (Profesor of Greek at Glasgow,] his « Criticiams on 
* , Gray's Elegy, in imitation of Johnson, iv, 419. 


Z, 
Teck, Luke, anecdote of, ii. 65. 
- © Zobeide,' a Tragedy, iii. 37. 
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